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X he following* pages' contain th^ account of a 
Tfiil, ter'a Con'spiYacy against the Coh^Utiitioft and ' 
Governriient of thi^- kingdom, in which; rirave been 
made the principal xlefe'nidttnt. The ineader, howe-' ' 
ver^will p.bserve, tjiat ^pjfiie circumstances occurred 
in the course of these proceedings which give thenj^ 
the complexion of a conspiracy agaiKsj* th^ Dc^.\ 
jendants ; myseli in particular. 

For the present at least, I. shall only briefly state, 
that no falsehood or slander was too base or ma- 
lignant, for my persecutors and their adherents, to 
invent and propagate, for the purpose of injuring 
my reputation, both as a merchant and as a man ; 
nor was any attempt omitted that, could irritate 
the public mind against myself and the othei de- 
fendants;' and consequently prejudge our cause. 

When the rights of the public are attacked in 
the persons of individuals, the public are, (and 
ought to feel) deeply interested in the rise, the 
progress, and the event of the conflict. I am in 
possession of a series of facts, which for this reason 
I doubt not i^ould be deemed important, not only 
to myself, but, at least, equally so to the public, and 
would illustrate, in some degree, the confession 
of Dunn (the evidence for the prosecution) that 
he was BRIBED to become my accuser. 

Perhaps the Secret movers of this iniquitous 
conspiracy may be traced, by tracing the conduct 
of their inferior agents: but the p^sent publi-i 
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cation would have been too long delayed^ too much 
extended^ and too miscellaneous, had the details 
been entered into, which were necessary to apprize 
the public of the progress of the persecution, with 
which the' Defendants in this Trial have been 
harassed* 

But they shall not be forgotten. I may at some 
future time, if my health and my leisure will 
permit, give a sequel to this Trial, which I hj^vc 
no doubt will throw some light on the secret ma^- 
chinations, and the open violence^ alternately prac-« 
tised against the Friends of the People. 



MANCHtStlSK, 

June "i^Sth, 1794. 



THOMAS WAtKER. 
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Cofy of the Indictment agHnst Tfumas WaUer 

and othersk 



LANCASiii&E \ 'f^H^ Jurors ^or cKir Lonl tbc Ring up* 
to wit J JL on their oath present that Thomas 
Walker * late of Mancktsttr in the county of Lancasttt 
merchant George M^CuUum late of the siune place labour* 
er Jfohn Smith late of the same place labourer fViitiM^ 
Paul f late o£ the same place paper-stainer Samuel Jack* 
son X late of tl^e same place chapman Jamfs Ckeeiham\ 
tate <Ji ScJford in the said county labourer Oliver Fear* 
son II late of Manchester aforesaid labourer Benjamin 
Sooth ^ late of the same plaide labourer Henry Yorl latfs 
of the same place gentleman and Joseph Collier late of the 
same place surgeon being wicked seditious and ill-disposed 
persons and £sa^cted to our Sovereign Lord the now 
King and the constitution and government of this kingdom 

b . . as 

* There #as A WirHbii on a charge of HIGH TREASON iMued' 
against, but not etecuted upon, this defendant : for the procecdinga^upoQ 
which, sec the Appendix, No. I. to XL 

f there was a warrant for HIGH TREASON executed upon this 
defendant, for which, and for his tieatment, see the Appendix No. 
XIII. xfV. and XV. 

t There appears to have been a warrant for HIGH TREASON against 
Shis defendant issued, but not executed, see Appendix No. XVL :<»^ia 
warrant, as well as thqse before*mentioDedi was issued by the Riv. 
John OairriTH, one of bis Majesty's justices of the peace (at that tinie 
one of the chaplains to the collegiate church in Manchester, since elect- 
ed a fellow thereof] upbn the seU information of Thomas Dvnn, and for 
the 'Sgme aectudUwu^ which wet charged In this cndictmcnt at a coo* 
spiracy,' 

f For the treatmcm ^ this defendant, see Appendix No. XVII 

I This defendant's name is Oliver Pearsail, for the treatment he experi- 
enced, see the Appendix No. XVIII. . . 

^ For ^s defendant's case, see the Appendix Nol XIX. ' 

Cheetham» Finrsall, and Booth, were all dofimfcitted by the Rnvttnunn 
J^HN GxirrxTH upon the j^^ iiifonaation of Tsomas Dvnir. 



as by law established and unlawfully contriving and intend* 
ing as miich as in them lay to break the peace and disturb 
t}>p tranquillity of this kingdom did on tkejirst daj of No- 
vtmbcr in the thirty-third year of the reign of our said pre- 
se nt Sevcgcign liord the now King and on divers other days 
and time J betweeri that day and the twelfth day of June then 
next foUotoing with force atid aims at Manchester aforesaid 
in the county of Lancaster aforesaid unlawfully malicious- 
ly and seditiously conspire ^combine and confederate with 
each other and also with divers disaffected and ill-disposed 
subjiiQQibSi. Off) our ^ii;i\iLiPfd.the. Kin|i^ whose names are loathe 
Jurors aforesaid at present unknown to overthrow the cdnsti- 
tution and government of ihis kingdom as by lata established and 
16 aid and assist the JhreHch then and there being enemies to and 
in open war with our said Lord the King against our said 
Lord the King in case such enemies should enter into and in- 
vade this, kifigdomjn a wjirlike and hostile manner and thp 
said ^Thmas iValktr^ George^ M^CuUum John Smith Willianh 
Paul' Sainuel Jfackson James Chtetham Oliver Pe^rspn^'fien^ 
Jamin Booth Henry York and Joseph Collier ^ pursuailte*6f 
tKe. s^id conspiracy combination and agreement did oti 
titdse several days, and times at Manchester aforesaid in the 
county aforesaid cause incite and ehcot&age divers disaj^ect- 
ed ana ill'disposeS subjects to the Jurors Aforesaid ttnknown tp 
learn and practite and' , to be instructed iji the ^se of arms akd 
. miiitary exercises for the purpose of assisting his said Majes- 
ty't said enemies agaihst his said Majesty in*6ase they should 
enter* into and invade this kingdom in contempt of oiit said 
Lord. the Kihg^nd his laws to the. evil and. pernicious 'tn^ 
amiple'of all oaiets in the like case ofFeiiding and against the 
peace of bur said ^Lord the* King his crown and dignity 
And the Jurors aforesaid upon their oath aforesaid do fur- 
t^r-PI?eftentJbba|tr'^ s^d Thomas^ Walf^r Qeor.ge^M^ Cvlium 
Jiaiau Smxih. .H[iUiam Paul .Samuel yaaksan. JanMs Cheetham 
Oliver- Pearson Benjamin Booth Henry York dnd Jf^^s'tph 
Cafit^r 'sobciii^ sufch persons- as aforesaid^ and so contriving 
and iriteniJihg'as afoxles^d di6ion the said'Jiirst day ^ Novefi^ 
ber ia^h«'^irtyntl^tt|y^;a£oces2Hd and .o^divers oth^ird^ys 
and tinted IfetvUetn ihat'daf and thA t^ufelfdi .dtxy^ of J>une theil 
next flowing with force and ^rcs&^x: M^dnchtsttt aforefeid 
fh the county aforesaid, unlawfully maliciously and Sediti- 
ously, conspire, cpml^iij^e* and confedei^^^ \yr'i.tl| each other aqd 
als^ wifch^iy«r& fti^iRef ted axMd, ili-dW!f)iPJ?e^:Subjfias.<3f-ogf¥ 
said Lord the King whose names are to the said Jurors at pre* 
sent udlcnSWtt' fii ^^^enhtdw byforc'eanddtWithe cofisHtUtton 
andfgovvHtineiityf ^Ms kingdom' as by. tizw esrtablished ' Arid tTie 
said Thomas H^i*lier ^eprgeM^C'dliimt^hn-S!ihithW^ 
Samwd/^^ksm i3^amf4} Cb^hmi, vU^rz^UkXi^.^Mcnjimin 



( « ) 

BMh Henry Tarh and Joseph Collin i^ pursuance of^tBc 
said kst-mentidned •conspiracy combinatioA and agreemeAt 
did on those several days and times at Manchester aforesaid 
in the county aforesaid cause incite and eiiicaut«ige divers 
disaffected and ill-disposed subjects to the Juttftrs aforesaid 
unknown to leari^ and pracfice and to be instructed in the use 
of arms and military exercises for the purpose of overthrowing 
iy force and arms the constitution and govern^nent of this king-^ 
do;m as by law established in' contempt of our said Lord tne 
King and his laws to the evil and pernicious example of 
all others in the like case ojEFending and against the' peace of 
our said Lord the King his crown and dignity An,d the 
JuroFS aforesaid upon their oath aforesaid do further pre- 
sent that the said Thomas Walker George M^ CuUwn jfohn 
Smith William Paul Samuel Jfacks on 7ames Cheetham Oliver 
Pearson Benjamin Booth Henry York and Joseph Collier ' so 
being such persons as aforesaid and so contriving and in- 
tending as aforesaid did on the said first day of November in 
the thirty*third year aforesaid and on divers other days and 
times betzacen that day and the twilfth day of June then next 
following with force and arms at Manchester aforesaid in 
the county aforesaid unlawfully maliciously and sedi- 
tiously conspire cotobjue and confederate with each othei- 
and also with divers disaffected and ill-disposed subjects of 
oar said Lord the King whose names are to the saidf Jurors 
at ptesent unkno\^n to raise and stir tip an insurrection' nn'd 
rebellion of his Majesty* s subjects against 'his said Majesty .and 
to aid and assist in suc^i insurrection and rebellion for the pur» 
pose of overt hroibing by force and arms the constitution ana go* 
vernment of this kingdom as by law established in contempt 
of 6uf said Lord' thd King and hts laM^s to the evil and 
pernicious example of all others'in the like tase offendinfe 
and against th6 peace of our said Lord the King his crown 
and dignity ' And the Jurors aforesaid upon their oath 
aforesaid oo further present that the said Thomas Walked 
George M^ Cullum John Smith William Paul Samuel Jack-- 
son Jamzs Cheetham Oliver Pearson Benjamin Booth Henry 
York a^d Joseph Collier so being such persons as aforesaid 
ai^ so contriving arid intending a^ 'aforesaid did on tfie 
said first llay of Npverftber in the thirty-third year aforesaid 
and tfir divers other days and tirnes Between th(it day and the 
twelfth day of June then next following with force and arms 
at Manchester aforesaid in the county aforesiid unlawfuHy 
maliciously and seditiously conspire combine and confe- 
derate with eacjr other and also ^yitn (fivers disaffected and ill- 
disposed subjects' of our said Lorcl the King 'whose rtamc's 
are to the said Jurors at prfesent unknown 'Um^AWFULLY 
TO QVfiR THROW THE CONSTit'UTlO^^IA^ra 
' - GOVERN^ 
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GOVERNMENT OF THIS KINGDOM AS BY LAW 
ESTABLISHED in CDxitempt of otir said Lord the ICing 
and his laws ^to the evil and pernicious example of all, 
others in the like case offending and against the peace gf 
our said Lord the Kins his ccpwn and dignity 

Witnesses 

Thomas Dunn 
Thomas KiNNASTON 



Copy of the Indictment against Thomas Walker. 

Lancashire 1 TPHE Jurors for our Lord the King up- 
to wit / JL on their oath present tKat Thomas 
Walker late of Manchester 'in the county of Lancaster wer- 
chant being a pernicious seditious and ill-disposed person 
and greatly disaffected to our saicl Lord the King andcour 
triving and intending to move and incite the liege subjects 
of our said Lord the King to hatred and dislike of the per* 
son of our said Lord' the King on the first day of June in 
the thirty«third year of the reign of our said Lord the King 
at Mancnester aforesaid in the county aforesaid in the pre- 
sence and hearing of divers Uese subjects of our said Lord 
the King maliciously and seditiously did utter publish 
and declare the woras following of and concerning our 
said Lord the King that is to say What are Kings damn 
^he King (meaning our said Lord the now King) tohat 
is he (meaning our said Lord the King) to us ij I 
(meaning the said Thomas Walker) had him (meaning 
our said Lord the King) in my power I (meaning the 
said Thomas WaUurJ would as soon take his (meaning 
our said Lord the King's) head off as I (meaning the. said 
Thomas Walker J would tear this paper he the $3dd Tho^ 
rnaJl Walker then and there tearing in pieces a piece ef pa^ 
pe^ which he then and there had and held in his hand to, 
.the grcjat scandal of our said Lord the King in contempt 
of our sajd Lord the King and his laws to the evil and 
pernicious e^apaple of all others in the like case offending 
and against the peace of our said Lord the King, his 
•crown, and i^ignity. And the Jurors aforesaid, upon their, 
oath aforesaicT do further present that the saia Thomas 
Walker so being such per^n as aforesaid and so con- 
triving and intending as aforesaid afterwards to wit on 
the same day and year aforesaid at Manchester aforesaid 
^ ||ie county aforesaid^ in the pr^senQe and hearing ol 
' ' ' . * - divers 
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divers other liege subjects of our said Lord the King 
maliciously and seditiously did utter publish and declare 
the words following of and concerning our said Lord the 
Kiog that is to say Damn the King (meaning our said 
Lora the King) to the gr^at scandal of our said Lord 
the King in contempt of our said Lord the King and his 
laws to the evil and pernicious example of all others in 
the like case o£Fending and against the peace of our said 
Lord the King his crown and dignity And the Jurors 
aforesaid upon their oath aforesaid do further present 
that the . said Thomas Walker so being such person aps 
aforesaid and so contriving and intending as aforesaid 
afterwards to \^it on the same day and year aforesaid at 
Manchester aforesaid in the county aforesaid ' in the pre- 
sence and hearing of divers other liege subjects of our said 
Lord the King maliciously and seditiously did utter pub- 
lish and declare the woros following of and concerning 
our said Lord the King that is to say If I (meaning 
the said Thomas Walker J had him (meaning our said 
Lord the King) in my power I (meaning the said Tho^ 
mas Walker J would as soon take his (meaning Our said 
Lord the King's) head of as I would tear this piece of 

^ paper be the said Thomas Walker, then and there tear* 
ing a piece of paper which he then and there had in his 
hand to the great scandal of our said Lord the King in 
contempt of our said Lord the King and his taws to the 
evil ana pernicious example of all others in the like case 
offending and against the peace of our said Lord the 
King his crown and dignity And the Jurors aforesaid 

, upon their oath aforesaid do further present that the said 
Thomas l^aUter so biin^ such person as afores&id and so 
contriving and intending as aforesaid afterwards to wit 
on the same day and year aforesaid at Manchester afbte* 
said in the county aforesaid in the presence atid hearing 
of divers other hege subjects of our said Lbrd the King 
maliciously and se<£tiousIy did utter publidi' and declare 
the words following of and concerning bur <said Lord the 
King that is to say There jought to be no King (meaning 
that there ought to he no ^ing of this realm) to the great 
scandal of our said Lord the King in contempt of our said 
Lord the King and his laws to the evil and pernicious 
example of all others in the like case offending and 
against the peace of our said Lord the King, his crown 
and dignity 

BATT 
Witness % * 

Thomas Dunn 

Lancashiii 
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Ccpy oftbt Indictment against Jarrits Chcelhdmm 

LAvcASfiiRE "inpHE Jurors for our Lord the ! King 
to wit J JL uppn their oath present Tkat James 
Chcftharfi late of Salford in the county of Lancaster la- 
bourer being a pernicious seditious and ill-disposed per- 
son and greatly disaffected to ®ur said Lord the now King 
and contriving and intending to move and incite the liege 
subjects of our said Lord the King to hatred and dislike of 
the person of our said Lord the King on ^he tenth day of 
June in the thirty-third year of the reign of our said 
Lord the King at Manchtittr in the county of Lancaster 
aforesaid in the presence and hearing of divers liege sub- 
jects of our saia Lord the King did utter publish and 
declare the words following of and concerning our said 
'Lord the King that is to say Dainn the King (meaning 
.our said Lord the King) / (meaning himself the said 
Jdmts Cktctham) wish he (meaning our said Lord the 
Ring.) was in the New Bailey Prison instead of Benjamin 
Booth to. the great seandal of our said Lore the King 
in contempt of our said Lord the King and his' laws to 
the evil and pernicious example of all others in the Uke 
case offending and against the peace of our said Lord 
the King his crown and dignity And the Jutprs afore- 
said upon their oath aforesaid do further present that 
the said James Ckeetham so being such person as afore- 
said and so contriving and intending as aforesaid after- 
wards (tQ wit) on the same day and year aforesaid at 
Manchester aforesaid in tTie county aforesaid in the pre- 
seuce and. hearing of divers other liege subjects of our said 
Lord the King by whom the word guillotined hereinaftcf 
mentioned Was understood to mean put to death did utter 
publish and declare the words following of and concerning 
our said Lord the King (that is to say) / (meaning him-^ 
.^If the said James Cheetham) wish he (meaning oUr said 
Lord the King) was guillotined (meaning put to death) 
jto the great scandal of our said Lord the King in contempt 
^f our said Lord the King and his laws to the evil and per- 
jjiicipus example of all others in the like case offending and 
against the peace of our said Lord the King his crown and 
^dignity And the Jurors aforesaid upon their oath afore- 
said do further present that the said James Ckeetham so be- 
ing such person as aforesaid and so contriving and intend- 
ing as aforesaid afterwards (to wit) on the same day and yf ^r 
aforesaid at Manchester aforesaid in the county aforesaid iu 
the presence and Jicaring of divers other liege subjects of 
0mt' said Lord the King did utter publish and decfare the 

word^ 



words following of and concerning our said Lord the Kins 
t\izt is to say damn the King (meaning our said Lord 
the King) to the great scandal of our said Lord the King to 
the evil aAd pernicious example of all others in the'likc case 
offending and against the peace of our said Lord th6 King 
his crown and aiirnity. ' - 

* ^ MATT 

Witncsi • : " '' ■"'' 

Thomas Dunn 
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The three preceding Indictments were J^ound by the 
Grand Jury, of which the^iollowing is a Lhu 

Sir Henr V HoGHTON^'Bftfoiitt, oi'Mogkt&n, Foreman. 
Thomas BuxTBHAiirOitxtM'BAYiBYjEs^.' ot'H'op^.'' 
Henhy Blunoell, S^ of J&cV^tf^/. '*. 

William Ban KiSy £sq.'of ^tWifaiife^. ... 
Samuel Bailey, £«<)« of IrVmctfjI^r. 
Richard C&osse, lEsqc of' AdHngtonf* 
Robert Fletcher, Esq. of Prefton, 
Henry Philip HoGv^xikii^Eaq. ^ Hoghton. 
Daniel Hoghton, Esq. of samem 
£o>warj>;Greg6 HorvropD^ Esq. of Hcppood. ' 
Geof^fr.ey Hornby, 3en, E$q. of Preston^ 
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w*-1a<>*..^1^'<j t'» I ^ •• •■•• ^ , , , 

* *" - ■ ' f * . . .. 

1 vfi ij^^he Jndictoeht ivas opened by Mr. ^dOT«.3 • .; 

'-'i '.M»y:it please yoiir I^rd$bip — GcotleMilE;a,af the Jjity,: 

» - j». - » . 4 J «-• ^ • J , .J , , , . * . , ' . f - J < 

The indtctmem- ^vjiiw^li , has been read , tp . you, imputesr t p 
tij^e^d^ffgndants a spe^i^&.^f treasonable inisdeineanor, se- 
fpfidipnly.m degree, and inferior only in, TOalighity, to the 
crime of high treason itse^/ ., It imputes .to them a conspi- 
jacy^foritt^p jpufpos^of adhering with'eiff^ct io the King's' 
enemies, .,in> case thp;calamity of foreign ii>ya5ipn or df^in- 
terQa}.^9d domestic^ fumuUr should aSoJ^d. them the desired 
opppi^^ux^ty of so doiiif, J. 4 conspiracy, fpr. the purpose 6f 
'^njptey^Pg agf^inSkt oiu;^oiuUry /those .arms Which should *>ci 
f^Yi^ftfl ^Q its^ dpfqnce^iaq^ .0* ovcrthrowihjj a constitution, 
.*^ W5w:^ of long jcpptii?!^ wisdoip^jd: Virtue in the ages 
that have gone before us, irid' ijf^Jtu^jK.X^lwit'?. tWc . s6ppr 
♦Wp5^^.^i^t^c;and.wis<JJC^^ of th^ ppe^iit age will transiiiit 
unimpaired • to a^^s ftKat^^e v^t 'to succeei^^us. . It imputes 
ta|i;beiQ 9^con^prac]^/ncrt ^ced Icvmedjat.thie person' and 
lite of «wsov<Hr^igny|)^'^^ cpnsJ.itu^ion at the head of 
ymii\ te U/>fU^^z^)ktj that system, of bcneficiiil laWsl 
whic^^it is hi3 .prij|e ap^^jjfiis dutyto jnjininlster ; at that 
cons^itutioxi iirhic^ n)^i!^^^us what V^ are, a great, free,* 
Vid^ .^I. tnisi^j. with; a lew. exceptions onlvi an happy aha 
united .people* Gentlemen, a consp^cy formed for these 
.puy^oses, and to be, etfecied eventually by means of arms ; 
a consi)ira(:y fyhicn .Had either for its immediate aim or 
prob^le consequence^ the introduction into this country, 
upon the modelof f'ra^ccy.of all the miseries that disgrace 
apd desolate that unhappy land, is the cHmc for which the - 
defeadanls. stand, arr^ned before you this day; and it is 
for you to say, in the nrst instance, and for my Lord here- 
after, .what ^h^U be the result and effect in respect to per- 
.son^ against whom a cphspiracy of such enormous magni- 
tude and ioiischief shall be substantiated in evidence. 

Gentlemen, whatever 9ubject$ of, political dxfFereiice 
may subsist amongst us,. I trust we arjein general agreed in 
vcjncrating the great principles of our constitution, and in 
jwishuig to sustain aad render them permanent. What- 
cvjcr l^oJe»tion and indulgence wp may be lyillihg to allow 
to differehces In matters of less importance, upon some 
subjects we can allow none; for the friends of France, 
.Ica^ed.in unity of council, inclination, and interest with 
France, against the arms arid interests of this country, how- 
ever tolerant in other respects, we can afford no grains of 

8 allow- 
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allowance, no sentiments of indulgence, or toleration what- 
soever ; to do so, particularly at a time when those arms 
and councils are directed against our political atnd civil, 
against not our national only, but our natural ejcistence 
(and at such a period you will ftiM that the very conspiracy 
now under consideration was formed), would be equally 
incldrisistdnt \5^itTt^v^?y'ru}e of^^ffvi and%|evcry p^in^pipe of 
self-preservation : it would be at once to authorize every 
description of tii'lic^iietous p^^'forfs^Hf^vf^^iy 'theii^^de^itic- 
tive ' principl^Vihto immediate '^np^'ftt^ 'effctt'; m 4t!*f 

« niJlft aMAV'a ».*«X*»W »»-»*.%/, M.\JM. V'AW «««A«*AW, UW»W>« MtJ * AA%». V V» 'reT/TC* 

ieixteii it'tb bei, .mV Ic^thfed fHfehd "wiPliiot^ ih' tfcfe ftxe^efife 
©f his own ffood'^fehsc^j*' dho6'Se ttl^jffie.f S«y dbferit&o^Upb^' 
Ipgy • but he Wilt endeaVo\i'r td malSfe^ W(5^^fevid«5hte l*mil 
Iay>-etorcyou;'ii5p'eat in JnoiH^fdHH^df ^/it^'^'i^ mW 
Endeavour to"ci)fl<ifeal and s6ft:c^-%?rb1rbf -ehkt iiidH^it^ 




nalipn thougftt fit tp'ho^d 6pt tti'^ttif ttit'ttuumicmf 
Sole, or ritWr;Tsh6uld say, W ffiiF a^<!»h«?iite<* SWbfj*L,^ 
of all ; those riatipfis^^nfehd^^ 

km 

§ation or tne lotn or ivovemDeri^psv wnicn i consie^i-'^ 
lb. fmmediale Wr^^' and or?gi« - faf • tWs ••^n^ ctfhA- *$i- 
chievous sociatiei,^ ^at Aatr^^ W%bifvent*dtt, T^ed^M 
to the discontented fAteSa^^^^^ 

tectiqn and ^ssi^slinjci^. In cise tJiey'^Mirfiild 'be His^b^ea to 
Innovate and change the forth of goT<i3ftmdnt iahder which 
they had heretofore lived, HJn&r the ihliuehce hf this 
fo&tcrjng encouragement, attd m&riiW^, 1 thuit sup|«>^e, to 
avail themselves ot thfe nVotec'tioP w^iS.fesistairce^t^ 
out to them, this ahdotnei* dangerdu'^ Societies sprhbg up, 
and spread themselvies within the IjifeiA 'of 'this Vcalm. 

Gentlemen, it was. about the pipWbd. X ihdhiftoned,. or 
shortly after, I mean in the montft of •p^t:cmb<5r, which 
followed close ^ipon th^ prom^ul^tidn <5f tliis detestsfblc 
jlecree, that the society on whicSi*! afti aljbul td ^oinirtiEnt, 
and ten members of which are nov^pteseht'fe'd m trial be- 
fore you, was formed*^. The V?gilarice of f ho^e to tvhbna 
the administration of justice and the'iirfrhediatc care of the 
police of the countjy is primarily ehtitistcd, had alrerady 
prevented or dispersed every numibrous assembly of per- 
sons which r'Csorted to public-'houses 'for such puxpoj^s ; 

it 

* The Manchester Cpnstitutionsil Society was' instituted lA Octobet 
)7go. The Reformation Society in March 1792. Yhe Patriotic Society 
in April 1792. 
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k therefore became necessary for persons thu;^ disposed, to 
as&cnj;^le .themselves to do so, if at all, witjiin the walls of 
some private mansion. 'The president and head of this so- 
ciety^ ^Mx. Thomas, Walter, raised- to that bad eminence by 
a ^pfcies.pf merit \vhich will not meet with much favbur 
or enc^Qif^agei^exit here, opened his doors to receive a^soi;ir 
«>ty of tl^i^ sp^ at;,]i$^cKp^ter, miscalled the Reformatio^ 
So$:iety;:jtbe .;name. ifi^y/Xn s<?me' senses, indeed import 
and be understood ta meaoia society fo^mea fpi; the pui^po^'e 
of b^ne^ial reform;: but what tne ijeal purposes of tHii 
*PWty yere you will presently leafi? ^ from^tneir declai*e3 
9§n|imentfi ana criminal actings. H« opened liis dodrs^ th^nl 
to receive, this, society ; th^ey assembled^ hlght^ after night ^ in 
nMmbets^ to a^ anjj^ujit wbioh you \y^$l'.hcar from the wit- 
nes6C9«r Spmc^times, . X believe,, the extehdied niimbef 6^ 
such assemblies amounting to more than a hundred' pet^ofts. 
There^were three cp(nsi4ei:]f|ble rooms , allotted for tlieir re- 
ception. Ip the fowcr paiit of the house, wheVe they wer^ 
first ia^mijtted, th^y saf won, business, of less moment, and 
i^^^uiring the px:eaence o^ smaller numbers ; in the upper 
F^» Ihey assembled. izi,.greatermultitu4eS} an,4 tead, as in 
a acho«^) fiind ras it .>Kece tO/ fashion ana perfect themselvek 
ia evory thing that, is seditious and mischievous, those 
writings whiphhavebpen ^}ready reprobated by othef ju- 
ries »tting in' this an4 other, places, bjr the <?ourts'of law, 
pnd^iaieil^ct, by the united voice of both housps of parlia- 
ment. TTicy read, amongst other works, pafticalaify, the 
work$ of an author /whosi^ name is in the mouth of every 
bodyJn this, country.^ I mean the works, of Thomas Paine; 
aii author, who^. in the, gloom of a ' French prison, is now 
contemplating t^e full el^U and expe^iencirig all the mis- 
eries ofV that disorganizing, system .o/, whicb lie is^ in soii^e 
j-ecpectt the paren|-+rcqrt^iy5 t;he .gre^t adydcate and pro- 

. The .w<)iks' of ^h.is f author,, and inaiiy other wprks of b. 
^similar tendei^cy/were rea4 4oudb'y ^.persdii of the haxn;e 
of, Jacicsoi^ who.^ercised uppn those occasions the .^is- 
* chkvottS i\ii^iio|^. of ^eadgqr to this poc Je ty. Others of .the 
defendlm't&h^ di^p»e«t^^ctionsa^signiect ithem^ $oijae ;\\^ere 
biisied im trainiiig Jthenf t^ th^/use of arms^ for the'pufbo^y 
ayowisdfly» in ca^fir. there ,^hc»wld be either alandi/rig of the 
■French,. with wljom we were then,.! think, actually ^t war, 
orabdiH to be. imaoedately at war; or;in c^se there should take 
|>la€e,a «?evoU in the Jcingdoms of ^Ireland or Scotland, to 
.minister to their assistance, either to such invasion or to 
^8uehl revolt.. That th^y'mctfor suph PUjcposies is not only 
dear fro]|i^/wxitiiig$ th^t were i^ejad^oufl to them, and the 
coniftersations :that' »w)ore t}i€idi>*it by the .purposes Vnich 

"-*"'■'■ were 
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were expressly declarefd and avowed bythote vrMfa»^^ 
considered as the mouth^pieces atxd organs of the society^ 
upon these occasions. ',. ' ' ' ' , ' 

Thtjirst timey I thinic, that the wit^e^s Dunn, whom I'ihiW 
presently produce to you, saw the defendant Mr. WftlJieiv 
Mr. Walker declared to him, ^^ that he hoM tkty skoMWM 
** ovcrthow the constitution,'* The witness I haVc allttdfefd 
to, was introduced to the society by two persons J I think of 
the names of M* Galium and Smith, and who, if l-'am hofe 
misinformed,. have si^ce taken their flight frbxh thii-ebufe^ 
try to America. : the first night he was there,, he dM liotised 
their president Mr. Walker, but on the second ^ight* that 
he went there,' Mr. Walker met him^as he cntered'^he^dooi'5 
and, observing, ffomtiis dialect, thiit he Was an^itiv^^tf Irb'^ 
lan^) Mr Walker enquired of him how -the volunteers wefit 
on, and said, with a smile, as he passed him in his way up 
stairs to the rest of the associated members, ^^ we shall ^cver- 
," throw the constitution by and by,** The witness V^S 
then ushered info this room, Where he saw assembled near- 
ly to the number of an hundred t>r an hundt«d and fifty 
persons. The room was, I understand,- a large wardhoHse 
at the top of the house ; there were ^tboUt fourteen or 'fif» 
teen persons then actually under arms, and some &f tho^6 
whose names are to be found in this record w^re employed 
in teaching others th^ military .exercise. It wouldi be en^>- 
less, as well as useless, to relate to you the whole of 'What 
.passed at these several meetrngs.^ * .' . ; 

.Upon some occasibris, Mr. Walker wtoUld tiilk' m th6 
most contumelious and abomiriable language of the-sarcred 
person of our sbvereign. In one instanee, when talking -ei 
monarchy, he said, "damn kings! what have we to do 
" with tnem, what are thqy to ik?" and; Ho shew* the^^con^ 
tempt in which he held the lives of all kings, and {»arti6u^ 
larly that of our own sovereijjn, taking a piece of papei* in 
his hand and tearing itf, he said, - '^ If I had the king here, 
^' I would cut off his head, as readily a» I tear this^ paper; '^ 
Upon other occasions, others of the members^ ana partis 
cularlya person qf the name of Paul, who I believe is now in 
court, held similar language" : damnihf^ the king; reviling and 
defaming him in the execution of h^ high office; representing 
the. whole system of our public government as a&yvteift'of 
plunder and rapacity; representing, particularly,. the ad* 
ministration, of a neighbouring kingdom by a lord lieu- 
tenant, as a scheme and device metely iiivented to corrupt 
the people, and to enrith and aggrandizctbe individual to 
whose care the government of that kiii^d&di is.ftiore inime^ 
diately delegated ; in . short, arraigning- 'etret^ part^^f ^ilr 
public oeconbmy a6 directly produ<JtiVe oi^ misgo>o«T«nKmt 

and 
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and oppression. Tke 'King ^liimigelf wift ^DSfietifii^ more 
pai^ictilarly pointed aijx^^ Mr« Wnliberl^ He: related of^ him 
a 'sti^i;igc^^mcmdibie,>an^ foolish {ablev,''vr]nch'l never h^^. 
suggested from an^ othwp ^uarte^ \^^^^ Thali Ms Majesty was. 
*^>pos|essed 0^ sevientjeen miUibnSJDf 'riioney.in some ba^k^ 
'i^or ^tker^t Vienna,' wkick he keptiodDcd up there, and.. 
f^'Wotdid not bestow ci single penny of it to zilitve thedis><j 
'* tresses and mdigeace of' 'any part, of hisi-own subjects^^ 
Many other assertions: of this sort were made, and convert-' 
sacions of a similar impoirr^held, between Mr. Walker and 
the' pcisdixs thus assembled. 

' Apbutrthpee months after the formatioc^' as far as I cka 
ooUectat^ of thi^ society^ that is, about the month of *Marc!i 
^l^^i'^ pearson of the name of Yorke-; Yorke of Derby, I- 
thmk iie t^ called, arrived a<>^ Manchester, .with all the appa^ 
tatus of a kind of apostolic misston, addressed to the varioi^, 
assemblies of ieditiovEspeiisons in that quartcD of the kin§«} 
dom. iHe harangued them^upbn such topics, as were most- 
Ukelytxninterest^and inflame them; 'he explained to them, 
the object of the journey he was then niakmg- through the 
tauntxjr/; he isa^d^he was come to vi».t all the.oombined^io- 
ceti^inloifder to liarii the hundsers they cculd respective* 
ly. muster,, in case I there should beijan.^invasion by the; 
French, wliick was then talked of^ and'ts yet, I am atraid,) 
talked of 'but upon tootmuch foundation; to know, in 
short, whit number they could add to the arms of France,* 
in.v43ise-. these arms should be. hostilely directed against 
Great Britain . itself ; he stated that the French were about 
to- land 111. this coumry* to the numiber.of iorty Qt fifty 
thousand men^ and that he was collecting, in« the. different, 
societies,' the names of such persons a!s <could be best de- 
pended liipon^ in order to. ascertain what number' in- the 
wholer could actually bo brought into, the field upon such 
an earwfrgency. -■ - r 

When this person was present, tbeire seems to have 
been a sotrtof holiday and festival of seditiorl^ each mem- 
ber strove with his f(jllQw which should express senti- 
ments the most injurious and hoUile to the;peace and hap^ 
piness of their, country • ^Dunn, the.wit|ie$s Ikaye alreauy 
alluded to, will speak to the actual comn^L^nication of au. 
the: several persons "^ho are defendants >upon this record i^i 
most of the mischievous XiQunciU .which were them held^ 
and which are the subject- of this p^o$ecutiion«.^ They met 
during ft considerable length of time he aj!itended>(iinu here 
you will not be ealled i^ponto.give Qredit .t9.4 looser and 
casual recollection: of a t^w . random'epcpt^s^io^j . uttmied 
upon one or two acci^c;nta]i-occasions^. capablejof ^n irnio- 
ceiit or doubtful iCG^|rirc^ti9n),.>u^,he atV^KK^ed^ I believe, 

at 
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at neaHy iett/fot ^th»st iQeetilig»;;.he fltfended tfaein irota 
about tne okonth.of December or January, do\^B«<tOt th« 
xnooth of June;! wb^n, either thrdugh coinpunction fbrir.the 
shave* he had himBelf borne in tho£» mi^hievous .pcxicec^d- 
iiigs^ or whatever e^jBight be hifi motive (J thjtst it was 
an. hofxmFable one, and tha€ it wvil in its eiiiects prov« 
beoleficial tor his eoailtry)^. be came forward and dntaUed 
this^business to thd itngistiates of thi& ctmnty« It became 
them, having such 'circum&tanicto telatnL to them^ and ha- 
ving it^so /confirmed /by other! eiridencc^ that there was 
numerous nightly meetings of this sort hdd at stated intfir« 
vals it the hons^of .Mr* Walker, . upon having the:objects 
of 'these meetings detailed and verified to them, it'bccimo" 
them, I say,' to ttse means f op suppressing a mischief > of 
such extent and- magnitude. ''It was accordingly thought 
proper to institute- tihis prosecution for the.. purpose of 
nnnging these enormous proceedings into public disciission 
and enauiry, before a jury of the couxitryi and for the. put* 
pose oi eventually brining to cbhdiga punishmnnt. the 
persons immediately concerned in them^- • . i ^ -,< • . 

Gientlemen, the evidenced of this perioh, thd witness I 
have mentioned, will uncjuestionablybbt assailed and at* 
tacked (>y a gusat deal of attempted jeiBntcadiction; his 
chasacter will; I^have nodioiibt, be arraigned i and drawn in 
question from the dalvliest period -to :wJbi<^h the defetidants 
can have any opportunities of access,. for materials respect- 
ing it* Upon nothing but upon the efFectual impeacimient 
df the character of this witriess, can' they bottom any nro^ 
bablfe expectdtions of acquittal ;: to. that point, ..therefore; 
their efforts will be' mainly directed, : I wish their efforts 
had been hitherto directea innocently towards the attain- 
ment of this object, 'and that no opportunities. had been 
recently taktsn in occasional meetings and conv^rsatioins to 
attempt to tamper with the testimony of this witness. 
There ^re other pra<!ticteS| whick next to an actual' tam-^ 
pering with the^testimony of a kvitness, aire extremely mis^ * 
chievous to the Regular course and administration of jus^- 
tice. I hiean attetnpts to lure a witness into conversations 
respecting ihb subject of his testimony; of this We have 
s^en many very blameable instanced in the course of the 
present circuit, wherb conversations have- been set on foot 
lor the pUtpose of etftehingat some particular expr^sions^ 
inadvertently drbpt by a witness, and of afterwards bring- 
ing them forward, se^aratfely and detached from. the i^st of 
the conver&afiibn, in' order to give a different colour a«d 
complexion to th^ substarlce of His evidenc^^ ihd to iiN^seakv 
en the^effcct aiid credit of thfe Whole. "^ . . ^ * 

Gentlemen^ th^^' fttterhptSf '^ftte ' td» coflihionly . waAtr, 

happily, 
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hi{^ty^lH>wevei:, for puMtic justice^ they nt ctatati<mly 
unsuccessful ; becat*se th^y cb and' musKV yMh.cvtxyiho' 
n'd^ffibtt^itidy recoil ilfKm^tiep&Tty nuking tbesu Prxvate 
applicatibiis' to a person' 9101 ^dnly kopw^^^^ «^ii^<^<3r6e 
vSxrids^' tut iP llf€ tJi^'V^ry witncs&.«pott wihoscj-crt4>^:4ke 
;tfk)$feuttbn ihost tiia'teriaity depends •^ptwatoconvsBraatioiis 
fefth- b'{i<ai a Witnts^; for' the '^^urpose'^^gctting ham hua 
dcfcla'riVJ&ris which ihaVbfe afteTwards-opb654ift.4fe'«eaMii| 
c6K\i^SffciiQh'- id Kii/^dtoti^tekWohf ftiifc''tiat1(, ijrcf W 
thefeselvcs 's6^di'sri6h6Lftai:>Ie that with cvferV Wcttldisj)dsd4 
and ; Wetf:jV<^ing'' ih^ they will flitni^iry produc^'an 
cffeet diirectly conti'af y to the cxpectattons.'df'the peirsb^s 
who makdv them. ' -^ " * '- ^ ^^ - tlL: ;ii;ii; 1 . -- • 

I know, Gentlemen, what I have most to fear upon this oc- 
casion ; I know the vigour and energy of the mind of my learn-; 
ed friend. I have long felt and admired the powerful effect 
of his various talents. I know the ingenious sophistry by 
which he can misled, and the fascination of that eloquence 
' by which he can subdue the minds of those to whom ne a£ 
dresses himself. I know what he can do to-day, by seeing 
what he has done upon many other occasions before. But, 
at the same time, Gentlemen, knowing what he is, I 9m 
somewhat consoled in knowing you. I have practised for 
several years in this place; I know the sound discretion and 
judgment by which your verdicts are generally governed, 
and upon the credit of that experience, I trust that it wiU 
iiot be in the bower of my friend, by any arts he is able to 
employ, to seduce you a single step from the sober paths of 
truth and justice. You will hear, the evidence witn the at- 
tention wnich becomes men who are deciding on the fate of 
others. If these defendants be innocent, and my learned 
friend is able to substantiate their innocence, to your satisfac- 
tion, for God's sakelet them be acquitted *, but if that inno- 
cence cannot be clearly and satisfactorily established, I stand 
here interested as I am in common with him in the acquittal 
of innocence, at the same time however demanding the rights 
of public justice against the guilty. It imports the safety 
of yourselves, it imports the safety of our country, it em- 
ports the existence and security ot every thing that is dear 
to us, if these men be not innocent, that no considerations 
of tenderness and humanity, no- considerations of any sort 
short of what the actual abstract justice of the case may re- 
quire, should prevent the hand of punishment from falUng 
neavy on them. 

Having, therefore. Gentlemen, given you this short de- 
rail and explanation of the principal facts which are about 
tp be laid before you in eviaence, I Will now close the trou- 
}>le I tneazi to give you^ in the first intance* I shall by and 
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Xby^iWfaftxi my i^asmcd friend bMija^duted^hs^ty^QviclQlli^p, by 
-cwhfck'he.WU a^Ukempt to aj^sai^ the drnti^J^r-^^^cfi^^f^Pisif 
^tluriu-iouctflal ^UcAS fyx ih6>iprQ«^tfi«^i*ha»v^:?#$^o£|^r 
j-nkyf » of (addrassioi^'j^roti v^gaUm ;»i*nil».-. I 'tfust, .. in , die-j^^ap 
J titi»ey that wUatevcc rotten tioi> ^U'^i%9>3 WS <i^.^PQ*5^<i JPri^X 
i;tO!thc exertion^ of thosQ who yfill . j^abour to e^^ni^.tte 
mttboccftq&rpfaithe''. pejrsons^ no^v^ arraigned ,beifojie;j^gi^,\;tJlxj^ 
aybtt. w% aj,.tKe sagpic tyM^ 5tQa<!^Jjr" bear. iri,;,^;^di p\^9 
* duties which, vdii ojve to your^lve$ apd to yoiirxountrYj 
b?;«-f°%Ang, a«- J.^?ft wre.j^ou w^]l^,,th3,^ we all look |ip„t9 



smg we mdiviauaHy or toUectivcly enioy, . , 
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iiVIbENCE FOR THE CROWM* 

Thomas Dunn (sworn). 
Examiued by Mn Wooim 

l2< I believe you are a weaver, and live at Manchester ? 

A, Yes. 

Q. Were you at any time introduced to aay society at 
Mr. Walker's house thferc? 

A. Ycsj I was. . • ♦ 

(J. Do you recollect when it was ? 

A. I believe in the latterend of Septeknber in the jrcar 
1792.. * 

2* Who was you introduced by ? 

A. M* Galium and Smit^i^ 

(7. What was this society called? 

-<?. The Reformation Sbcicty; 

Q. What is become of M' Galium and Smith? 

A. I cannot tell ; the la$t time I saw them they told me 
they were going to America* 

g. What number of people might there be when you 
was first introduced? * ' 

A. Sometimes there were more, sometimes less ; I can* 
not tell to the exact number. 

£• How many do you think there were the first timei 
when you were mtroauced by M' Galium and Smith? - 

A^ Perhaps^ fifty or sixty. • - 

(2* Were you all in the same room, or in different rooms ? 

A, In different rooms. 

g. How many different rooms might you be in? 

A, In two, as far as I can recollect, that night. 

2^ What was going forward in these difPcrent rooms? 

A. As far a$ I could see there were politics spoken of^ 
and other men were learning discipline. 

g. What had they to learn their discipline with? 

A. t^irelocks. 

(^. How many might there be learning their discipline? 

A* About six or seven. 

g. Was that in the room in which they were talking 
politics? 

A, No, in a different room. 

Qj, Do you recollect what sort of politics were talked? 

A. They were reading a paper; I cannot exactly teU 
the words ; the whole of the meeting was entirely with 
respect to a reformation in parliament ; the motive was 
entirely that, as far as I could understand. 

C w4. Did 
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(I, Did you say the motivci was entirely that? 

A, Yes, as far as I could understand it that night* 

(I, How if«>g.:m*ght;yot» bfr there that night? 

A. I cannot recollect the time ; I never stopped above 
an hour or two there^ my employ called me that I could 
not come there before eight o'clock ; I commonly went 
back again to get. bpftie about ten* 

Q, When \vas the next time you was there ? 

A^ 1 wcrit' there the M<5flday*follewing, - 

Q^, Was Monday the day of meeting ? * ^ ., " 

. A. Yfis,\iiie particolar day. ' ' ' / 

. (I. Did you see Mr. Walker at thsrt: tiitttt?-^ -'* , 

A. Not the first day I did not; I sawWih'tKd /jsec'ond 
time. . ,. «w 

g. Where did yott'see hfhft.?! - - •" • ■' ' ^ .' - 

A, 1 knocked at his door, and I met him at thed^cwr 
tvithirf the house. - - >" ;■ /" ' '■ "' '7' • - * '' 

g. What did Mr. Walker say -to yew? 

A^ He wanted to kno«W? itif fcu«in*sSi 1 t6ld hith I w,ish- 
ed to go to the society ; h^ said he perceived T .V^^ an 
' Irishman ; I said, yes I was; he said; had! I- ^ii^' atcoittnt 
from ii-elahii : hpcelyy atxd how -tWe Volunteers Avete^ goiixg 
on ? I told him I thought they-wetfe -gf^ing dti verj^ pn^S- 
perous;. mpoh thai-h^ juSt Wa:^^ Ms hand, ahd s^idr wc 
wouid overthrow the constitution by and by ; UptMl iiat I 
went up td^'the Sdcieiy rooift j- thetfe' Was a candle ^nd can- 
dlestick in every passage up the stairs. 

g. Did y<5U see asiy body theVe? * 

A, Yesy* great Biany people^. ' . 

g. How many do you suppostf there were at that time ? - 

A, I thmk th€T« nagbr be above a hundred and ^fty 
there that night. 

g. What were they doing:? 

A. Some cfttt thi^ng, some - another ; there were about 
fifteen or sixteen under arms. 
^ Q^, What were th<iy doing Un^er arriis ? 

A, Going through the mantfai exercise. 

jg. Was Saete any body there to instruct them irt it? 

A, O yes, one Oliver Pearsall. 

l2- I^id Mr. Walker come awiong you ? ; - 

A. Yes, 

j^. Do you remember one Samuel Jackson? 

A. Yes. 

g. Was he there at this time ? 

A. I don't know but he might e^me there. 

j^. Do you; know whether he was there or rtot ? 
• A^ 1 actually cannot tell whether I saw him there at that 
time or not. > ' - 

g. Wa^ 



8- Was thei^ any thing done at that meeting except 
learning the exercise ? )-•''" • * ^ 

v^. No. 

(^. How long might you stay that ni^t? - 

A, Not very long, I nev,er stopped very long. I 

£. Did you go again after that? 

A, Yes, very often.. , • ' ' 

j2» Did you see Mr; M^'alker there? ' . * ' 

' A, Yes, every night ; 1 never missed Mr. Walker but one 
night. 

g. Did you ever hear Mr, Walker say any thing relative 
to what was going forward there about these people learn- 
ing^the use of arms ? 

A, I do not know what you mean. * 

i^. You have said, there wete people there learning their 
exercise^ , . - * 

' A. Yes. '' '^ ■ 

g. Have you heard Mn Walker say for what purpose it 
was? ^ 

A. Yes, i have, ' 

g. What did he «ay ? . ^ 

A^ I havd heard hinisay So far as this, that it was his in- 
(ehtion and the design was to forward and to aid the French, 
if they would land here. ' 

g. Doydu know Chectham ? 

A. Yes, very wdU . 

g. AHdBotJth? ' ' 

A. Y«s. • ..^ 

Q, Did you see them there ? 

A. Yes, 

g. And Paul? 

A, Yes, I saW him there. 

(J. Did. you see them there, frequently, or only once, or 
twice? • 

A* Frequently. 

0, i Did you sec Collier there ? 

.4. I did. 

g. Have you ever seen Jackson at any of these meetings ? 

A, O yes, he was a very great reader in politics. 

g. ' Did Tie read to the people that were there ? 

• p. What sort 6f books-might he read? 

A» Paine's Works, anjd a inah, I forget him now, and Coop- 
er's Reply to Mr. Burke'$ Invective, and other matters; he 
always had something ne\Nr. ' • .... 

p. Was it declared what \vas the intent of this spcicty ? 

A, I absolutely just will inform you, candidly, in rtiy'opi- 
tu^n^has far as I can learB, wheti I came to unaerstand my^ 

self 
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self properly, that it was to overthrow the whole consitu- 
tiqn. 
' j2* ^^^ you understand it so ? 
A, I understand it so now, but not at that time. 
g. What did you uxiderstand then was the object and de- 
sign of this meeting ? 

A. I understood at that time that it was to serve poor peo- 
ple. 

g. How were the poor people to be served ? 
A» By association together, I thought, and to have so far 
as this to be neighbourly, and np further; I thought $o. 

Q. Did you ever hear any thing said about the Itish or 
the Scotch ? ' 

A. At what time ? • 

2- At any of those meetings ? 
A. Yes, I did. 
■ (7. What was said about them ? 

Am I recollect to hear a letter read, an address from the 
United Irishmen to Scotland, 
' Q. Who read that ? 

A, Mr. Paul I think, to the best of my recollection *, it 
was either he, or Jackson ; but however, Mr. Paul came out 
with ihese expressions, which I will relate to the whole 
court ; the matter stood trhus, when the letter was read I 
tannot say, whether he or Paul might read it himself I can- 
not pretend to say, but Mr. Paulsaid^ that if ev«r we should 
have a revolt, it \yould be from the Irish ; he ^ys, I have 
property in Ireland myself, and he wondered the Irishmen 
there mentioned did not exert themselves more than they 
did do ; I happened to be the very next man to him, I said, 
I am an Irishman myself; he saia, I know you are, (le said, 
if ever v/t should have a revolt, it should pe through the 
Irish ; they have sent a deputy to Ireland as a King ; damn 
him, said he, and aU Kings. 

g. Do you remember Mr. Jforke— Henry Yorke ? 
A, Yes I do ; I will not pretend to say that I should know 
the man ; I never saw him but one night for abou^ an hour, 
g. Who was he introduced by ? 
A. By Mr. Thomas Walker. 
g. What was he introduced for ? 

A, It was that very night that he happened to. come, it 
happened to be very thin of peojple ; but howsoever he, was 
introduced, and took by his arm into our place ; he was in- 
troduced as a Gentleman of the same principles; and ajlih^ds 
■yvrere put up that he should l>e the chainnan.. . 

(I, And did he take the chair P . 
, A. He did. 
2. What did he say to you ? . . ^ 

\ ../dp,. He 
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A. He mentioned he was glad to see so many loyalists ;,1^€ 
vhs glad to see so many friends ; he had just come from Shefr 
field; he said he was only a short time from France ; that be 
lay a fortnight in Paine's hoiise in Paris. At; this time there 
were different opinions,' with respect to whether they 
should draw up a petition to. recommend for a refprm ; he 
said, there was that height of petitions f describing it J from 
Scotland and other parts, 
g. Had he those petitions with him ? ' 
A* No, he told us it was so in^hef&eld, different copies j 
he said nothing will do but a reform-i--a reformation thjbn 
was clapped — he said, that he was going through the tl^reo 
kingdoms, to see what aid they could have to assist the 
French, if they should land here. 

Mr. Er skim. Repeat that over again. ./ \ 

A, To aid and assist, to know the aid that xfiight be for 
the French. . *; . 

Mr. Woo(t» Did he say any thing about the number, of 
French that ttiight be expected? 

A, Fifty thousand. , ' 

(J, Were there a great many members present that 
nigfit? * 

A. Not a great many, I cannot say the exact number ; 
there might be abotit fifty, it was a very wet night, 1 
recollect that. 

JJ. Was there any exercises learned that ni|ht? 

A, Yes, there was. 

£• How many different meetings might you attend in 
all, think you ? 

A. I dare say forty or fifty, I can be safe upon that. 

(^. Do you remember Benjamin Booth's being taken 
ihto custody? ^"' , . v ' '♦ . 

A, i do. ' ^ 

JJ. Did you apply to the society upon that. occasion? . . 
• ^. I di<L 

(J. What was your application fbr him?'^ 

A, Td get him some money, ' 

g. Did you get any money for him'? 

A^ There was some money got for him' that '.night. 

g; Do you remember being there ' at any other time, 
when there was any conversation about the King? 

A, Many times ; I do not suppose there ^as any night 
but there was something of that kind. • > 

' g. Recollect something that was said about the King. 

A. Upon what night ? . . 

Q. When any thing was said about the King, , 

A. I remember being there one night iti'j)articurar, when 
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Mr. Tliomas Walker was ^peatin^ w^ith respect to wafr.; 
he * disapproved of the waf entirely, and he thought >tb.e 
ministry was highly to blame, and the whole to involve as 
m a war. That he had seventeen juilljuon of money in the 
Bank of Vienna. 

^, Who had seventeen million of money ? 

'A, The King, in the Bank of Vienna, , and he would 
not give one penny to serve, the poor;.damn hiix^, and all 
kings. He had a bit of* paper in his han4; he. said, he 
would as soon take his head, off las^ he* would that, and he 
tot^ the paper. 

'2- Do you recollect how many people were present 
then? 

A. I cannot pretend to say how many there wcit;. 

g. JDid you hear any thmg said that night about Ire- 
land? ' . , ^' 
. A. 1 do not recollect I did* 

(2. 'Did you hear him at any other time *ay any thii^g 
about Ireland ? did you hear William Paul ss^y any thing ? 

A. I mentioned that; I wall.s4y.it over again, if. you 
please. 

g» Do so. ^ 
• A, There was an address of , the United Irishmen to 
Scotland. 

g. You said that before ; do you remember being at a 
meeting after the death of the late French Kitig ? 

A. Its. . . 

(2« Who was there then ? 

'A. A good many. 

g. Was Collier there? ^ 
' A, Yes, he came in, we were discoursing the raatt^r| 
and all rejoicing upon it ; he came into the place ; he thought 
he was the first, in one sense, to announce to t}ie company 
that it was so ; he passed round, he damiled him, and wis}ie(^ 
all kings were served so. ■.,,.. 

j2* Do you remember whether Jackson .rccozmneraded 
any thing to the me^ljing ? . , . 

A, He, recommended ever}' thing to be very candidj^ and 
keep every thing very secret, that we should be unanimous 
orie to another* 

d. Did you go openly and publicly, to Mr. Walker's 
n6use ? ^ 

A^ No, latterly we went there as private a«; possible 
since. 

2. which door did you go in at ? 

A. At the back door. 

S.' Since what tin^ewas it that you went* privately ? 
. Since it was known so publicly, that wc were called 

Painites, 
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Tainites, when we .were turned out of the public-houses, 
tlfet^e could not m^ttthcte. ' ^ i::/j . 

^. Thcw yoti ^em to'Mr. Walkef s? ." ' : \ 
' A. Y^s, he opdiied thatiiousc for us. ' ' '' ' 

(l. What door did you ^o in at ? . 

A. The bacrkJ-d^or'rn general; 1* neyet'Svcrit in at the 
firottt ddor in rfry-Kfc, bat ^t 'the secoiidniiftfeJ '' 

2. Pi<F6t!iertgoit!itfhe"ba<fkd<toT*(ir,noW '. 

M. -Sbittc wttnft in it the front, 6St^c dt the" back 
door. ' '-* ' 



C<jmUbles« 



' il. y^hzt yttf^jtitt 5ffi^id of? - '' * ; 
"A: X tras af raiitlv ^s ittiicH sr$ any thingr, rfftHi 
'"^.MIOArot^ krioW -^hethef iheywere watching you br 

^ ' A. I-'l^ncw they'v^tre:; '^ ''"-.■' . 

' g. - What etmsttbles Avfere wafihing y6\i ?' 

w4. The different constables of £hc5 rov/ri ; f thixifc. the 
deputy of Salford was watching Us ' 3*8 mufdl aS any bpdy. 
Mr. WaHcer sent out difFeVem men t<5 watch them ; tkcrc 
are tti^ii in the brar,' that if they WouliJ speak the triffhj 
krkiwnfi^^y w^nf 6u t tO" waf ch thetH. ' • , ' " :/ - 
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Crbss-exatnlnedby Mr. Efskiner. ' '* 

2« Wha£ is your Christian name ?' 

A, Thomas. Daon* ^ - 

Why do youi caU it your ChriBtian name? 

A. I was brought up :by. that. 

j^. Was you ever cnnstened ? ^ ' 

A, I hope so. . . ' . • I ! ». . . 

2. Then you forgot that circumstaixce.^^ww^rijr-— do you 
hesar me ? . . . 

A. Yes. ! .... 

^ You forgot that circumstance once of your having 
been christcAed. . • 

. A^ Have t? how king .since } . 

J^ Do you remember ever having been asked the ques- 
tion ? . . 

A, I remember you asked me what my name was, aitd I 
answered you that my name was Thomas Dumu' 

J^ Was you never asked at any other time, and by any 
body eUe.? 

A. Very well, and suppose I choose to tell this or that. 

^ But you happenea to be upon your oath at the time 
I am speal^ing of. 

A. t am speaking now^ that my name is Thomas Dunn. 

and 
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• . "^ ... 

and upon niy oath 1 am speakings I. kno^.what you ^^ 
upon Mr. Erskine.} I. tbll you. in this place, that I defy 
you, though the learpe4 Mr. Erskine is come down here to 
insult me. * . . , 

Mr, jMStjf;e,/ft<i^ A. You must VeH^ve. properly. 

A, I have served his Majesty fpr.yeap, and would serve 
him to day ; i^ M^:. Erskine to disprpve my name ? 
. Mr. Justice. *^c<i^ A* . You must not pi^t yourself in a 
passion, but behave decently.' 

Mr. Erskine, I wish this worthy /gentleman may be left to 
himself, subjecjtrpnly to your Lordship's inteirppsition when 
he misbehaves,. Vpu will find I am' not so easily put 
but, as you fancy ; therefore I will resume my question 
again : Was you never asked, when you was sworn to 
speak the trut% -Mirhether you had been christened or not, 
and what answer: did you give?' 

•A, Nq, never in my life. . 
. . ^ ^o you inean tp swear, that such a question was never 
put tp yoji in i court of j.ustice, when you came forward to 
, convict one of these innocent men that ^ou arc now a 
witness against ? 

A, Innocent ! 

^ That his Lordship aiid the Jury are to try. Was that 
question ever put to you, and did you give it any, and 
what answer ? 1 am in no hurry 5 his Lordship will have 
the goodness to wait fbr-you- 

A, If you will speak the words over again. 

^ Was you never asked, when sworn upon the Gos- 
pels to' speak the truth, whether you were christened or 
no, and what answer did you give? , 

A, I tell you I never was in my life. 

^ Never was what ? 

A, I never was asked whether 1 was thristened or not*. 

^. You can read, I take it for granted ? 

A, Noy I can neither read nor write. 

^ There is something wrote up there, (^opposite the wit' 
ness box J which otherwise I would have recommended to 
your perusal + ? , . . . 

A, I am quite an illiterate man. 

SI* Who wa^ it that told you I was come down here for 
the purpose of insuUing you ? : 
, A, what, Mr. Erskine. 

^ You seem perfectly familiar with my name. • 

A. Yes, and I know your person too. 

^. Who 

, '*,Wheji Benjamin Bootk was convicted' at the Manchester Sessions, 
t0ai> DunnU sole evidence^ Dunn was asked if he had ever been baptized } t6 
which he replied in the negative. 

f «( Thou sbalt not bear falft witness against thy aeighbour.'* 
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?. Who told you that ? 
. Nb gentleman here told me. 

^ How came you to know ? 

A, I was acquainted the night before last where you 
lodged at Preston. 

Sf> Who told you so? 

A, The landlord, that you and Mr. Walker were there 
together. 

^ You never knew any thing of me before that ? 

A. O yes, I saw you before ; I know more of you than 
you fancy, 

5. Did you ever see me before or not ? 
. I saw your picture. 
5. That is all ? 
. Yes. 
^ Was that allvou meant when you said you knew 
more of me than I fancied ? 

A. No^ I could tell you more. fHere Mr, justice Heath 
interrupud Mr, Er skint by saying we have nothing to do with 
this. J 

^ It was in the month of September you first went to 
this meeting ? 
A* I do not know but it might. 
^ Do you mean to swear that it was ? 
A. No, I do not mean to swear about it. 
^ Do you know what month it was in ? 
A. No, 

^ Do you know what year it was in ? 
A. In 1792. 

^ Do you remember the riot at Manchester ? 
A, Yes. 

^ When Mr. Walker's house was surrounded and at- 
tacked ? 

A, I remember to have heard of it. '^ 

P. Was it before or after that ? 
A, After. 

P. You are certain of that ? 
A* Very certain. 

^ The first time you waS at this society was after the 
riot ? 
^A, Yes. 

^ How long do you think it might be after the riot, 
some weeks, was it not ? 

Ai I think it was a few days. 

^ Are you quite sure it was after the riot? 

A, Yes. 

i^. And you thijik about a few days? 

A. Yes. ' 

^ Which society did you belong to ? 

D A. The 
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A. The Reformation Society.. 

^ Was you elected into it, or did you go upon the in- 
vitation of any body ? 

A, I went upon the invitation of one Smith and M' 
Galium. 

^ Nobody else knew you there, of course, tjiat consti- 
tuted this society? 
A, I knew two or three of them when 1 went in. 
d. The rest were strangers to you ? 
A. Yes. 

(I, So much so, that you did not even know their 
nam^s, nor they you? 
A. I knew tnem by sight ; their names I did not know, 
g. At the next meeting you saw Mr. Walker? 
A. Yes. 

2. At the door of his house, I think you tell us, you 
met him. Was he acquainted with you, or you with 
him? 

A, I never saw the man in my life before, not to know 
him. 

2* He found out that you \^erc an Irishman by your 
tongue, of course? 
A. Yes. 

2. And asked your business ? 
A. Yes. 

g. You told him you were going to the society ? 
A, Yes. 

g. Were Smith or M*" Galium with you at that time ? 
A, No person but myself. ' . 

g. Then Mr. Walker knew nothing of you but what 
you told him ? 
A. Just so, 

2- He asked you whether you had heard from Ireland 
lately about the Volunteers ? 
A. Yes. 

S. And immediately upon that he rapped out what you 
us a little while ago about the constitution ? 

A. Yes. 

0. And then you went t© the society, and Mr. Yorkc 
took the chair? 

A. It was not that night that Mr. Yorke took the chair. 

g. How long after was it that Mr. Yorjcc took the chair ? 

A, A very little time after. < 

g. What passed the night of the day you saw Mr. 
Walker ? 

A, Nothing transpired more than was customary in the 
place. 

2- You said it appeared to you the object of the meeting 
was a reform of parliament for the benefit of *the poor ? 

A. I 



, ( »9 ) 

A, I thought so at the first go off, or I should- never 
have joined it. 

(l* You was not a man of those had principles, was 
you? 

A, I do not know what you may call bad principles. 

i2« You was not a man that would wish to overthrow 
the constitution, was you ? ^ 

A, No, I absolutely was not n^ver to overturn it ; I 
think we, never could have a better. 

2- So I think too. Then you always was of that mind? 

A^ Yes, I 'was always of that principle. 

^. That it would be better to reform our constitution 
by petitions to parliament to reform it, than to overthrow 
it? 

A, Yes, but I never saw a design of that in our society. 

j2« You never saw a design to overturn the constitu- 
tion ? 

An No^ I never saw any design, or the least motion mo- 
ved to petition parliament for a reform- 

dj. How many times did you attend ? 

A. I cannot tell the number; but I dare say forty or 
fiftv. 

(^. During all the time you met, what do you believe 
was the intention of these people? 

A. 1 believed at the first go off, that it was for a re- 
form ; that a petition might be sent up to parliament, for a 
reform in parliament ; then I perceived every thing that 
was to overthrow the^constitution. 

(J. How soon did you find out this? 

A, I forsook it as soon as ever I found it out. 

2. When you found that they, did not mean a petition 
to parliament, you determined to have nothing more to do 
with it after that ? 

A. No. 

J2- Then how came you ever to go again, when Mr. 
Walker, who was at the head of it, told you before, when 
you went there the second time, that he would overthrow 
the constitution by and by ? 

A, I did not conceive the word ; I was not absolutely 
up to that word; I did not know the meaning of the word, 
till late. . 

(2. So, when he asked you how the Volunteers were 
going on, and you told him, very well, he said, we shall 
overthrow the constitution by and by ; what did you think 
he meant ? 

' A, I did not know what he meant; I thought we might 
have a reform ; that was what I wanted. 

JJ. Y€)u thought when Mr. Walker said, we shall dVer- 

thro\y 



throw the constitution by and by, that he meant a re- 
form? 

A, 1 did indeed, upon my oath. 

^. When you heard him say, that he would think no more 
of cutting the King's head off, than he would of tearing a piece 
of paper, you still thought he was perfectly friendly to the 
constitution ? 

A, A letter was read with respect to the King of France ; 
I did not know but he might be guilty ; they had every in- 
fprmation from France. * ]• 

g. I am not talking of the King of France. 
A. No, I am speaking that there were letters every night 
that the society met, coming from France. I thought he 
was perfectly right. 

(). I am not speaking of the King of France, but of our 
King. When you heard Mr. Walker say, that he should think 
no more, as you tell us, of cutting the King of England';^ 
head off, than of tearing a piece of paper, how came you to 
^o afterwards ? 

A. Many things might induce me. 

(2^. You was always a Friend to the King and CQnstitu- 
tipn? 

A. Yes I always served his Majesty, and will scry c him 
still. 

i^. And always thought, till you left the society, that^hey 
were people that meant well to government, and meant to re- 
form? 

A» Yes. 
' j2,« You having served the King by sea and land, having 
fought for him, and being ready to fight for him again, how > 
came you to go within the walls of that place, after hearing 
Mr. Walker make use of those expressions of him, andheai^-r 
ing those other persons talk in the manner you say that they 
did, of your own sovereign ? You attended forty or fifty 
times after that, you say ? 

A, Suppose I did, perhaps 1 went there to learn ; X don't 
know what I might do. / 

2, After you had been present and heard, according to 
your own account, abominable treason against the chief ma* 
gistrate of the country, your own gracious Sovereign, you 
went there to learn, did you? Now when you heard Mr. 
^Yorke say he was going through the three, kingdoms, to 
*know what force could be collected among the different 
societies, to bring in the French, and to aid them, if the 
French landed, how came you to go to this place as a lover 
of your King and count^ry ? - . 

jf. I own myself in a fault to attend them. , , , 

(J. You said just now, you thought at first going off they 
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were good people, and you never left them till you found the 
contrary; now did you leave them, did you voluntarily go 
and give any information about what you knew in this place, 
or did you not continue with the society as you began it, 
till you was taken up and put in custody ? 
A. I was not put in custody. ' 

£. Was you taken up ? 

J. Yes. ..j, 

(I. You was arrested? ^ 

ji. Yes, « 

g. Did you ever open your mouth, friend as you was td . 
your King, and a lover of your country, after you heard 
these people damning the King every nignt for months, that 
the chairman stated he would go round and collect force to 
destroy his Majesty, and bring in the French, did you ever 
utter one syllable of this till you was taken up and arrested ? 
A. I was arrested^ but not put in custody* 
(I, Was you not carried before a magistrate ? 
ji. I was ; I will acknowledge every thing that is lawful 
and just. 

(2> ^<^r ^11 ^^i& timeVou was a perfect good friend to 
your King and country r 
ji» I had an opinion quite difierent a long time before. 
(J. In what ? . 

A. Against what I saw ; I did not like the French ; I 
think if they were to come here, if we had the same as 
they are getting in France, we should be very bad. 
y • So we all think ; so you always did P 
A, I did not always ; not for some little time, a very lit- 
tle time. 

(I, I suppose you stayed in the society a great while after 
you saw all this ? . 

A» No, I did not ; there was o;ie or another hanging af- 
ter me to belong to the society, 

(I, Did not you stay in the society, and attend the meet- 
ings, till you was taken up for distributing a paper ? 
A, It was a considerable time before .that. 
(J. Had you never given an account of any thing you 
are giving to-day, till after you was taken up and carried 
before a magistrate ? 
ji. No. 

j^.. You was never in prison ? 
J, No, never in my life. 
£» Nor threatened to be imprisoned ? 
J* No- ; 

0. What was you taken up for ?*-*-wa^ not you threatened 
to be imprisonea for distributing a hand-bill, and wai not 
you actually in custody ? 

A. What 
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A. What kind of hand-bUl ? 

(2* No matter what kind of hand-bill ; were you not taken 
up and carried before Mr, Griffith P 

A, Yes. 

2« ^o yo^ mean to say you was never in prison upon that? 

A. No, he gave me any liberty I chose. 

i^. Allowed you to go where you pleased ? . 

A, Yes. 

£• Then you never was committed, was you ? 

A. No. 

2. Was not you in the New Bailey ? 

A. Yes, 

£. How long ? " • 

A. A considerable time. 

il» And yet not a prisoner ? 

A, I walked in and out as I pleased. 
' Q.* How came you to choose to be (here ; what was you 
there for ? 
. A, I was in dread^ 

g. Of what? 

A. Of the opposite party; I was in doubt whether they 
would not destroy me. 

i2* And so you walked out when you pleased ? 

A. Occasionally, when I saw my own opportunity. - 

£. You might have gone away where you would ? * 

A^ Certainly I might* 

)2- How much drink had you the day you got into prison, 
before you made your confession ? 

A, 1 might have some drink. 

2- Who gave it you ? 
. A» My own pocket. 

(J. It was your own money, was it ? 

A. Yes. 

2* Nobody else gave you any ? 

A^^ No, upon my oath ; that is plump. 

2« Nobody gave you any shrub ? 

A. Not that day. 

g. Who gave you the shrub the n^Kt day? 

A, Suppose a gentleman was so friendly as to give me % 
glass of snrub, is that any thing ? 

g. I am not finding fault with it. Who was it ? 

A. I don't know whether that is to be answered or not, 

Mr. Law. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Er skint, I do not wish to press the gentleman & 

A. I got a glass of shrub, certainly ; I do not suppose 
that is any material matter, 

Mr. Justice. i/ea^A. You have nothing to do whether 
it is material or no ; answer the question, 

.•: A. I 
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Ak I got a glass of ^lurub f rom Mr. GrifEtli's house, to 
be sure. 

, Q. Tell me whether I misunderstood i you^ or no, that 
you Jhad served the King, you wish to serve him, you 
love him as every subject ought to love him, ai^d that 
youhjeard'S^l theseexptessions of danger to his authority 
metitioned in this place,^ then you must necessarily halve 
thought .Mr, Walker a very dangerdus and wicked mah 
from this ? 

X I always thought him a good man, : 

Q^. Not after th)at, did you? 

A. Yes, '"- 

(I, What! after you heard him say that he would think 
no more of breaking Ac oath which he haA sworn to the 
King, that you think him a good man aiter that y then you 
think him a good man now, perhaps ? 

A. 1 hope there may be a reformation in hitrn 

|2» You thought him then, no doubt, and think now, that 
he is a very wicked man ; bujt you hope, as every good mail 
shouhl, that there may be a reformation; i;n him r 

A, That is my hope. 

£,: Have you always been of that way of thinking ; it is 
your wish he should reform ; you are conscious of his wick- 
edness; is that so ? You know, if that be true, you have done 
nothing more than your duty to God and your country, in 
the oath you have taken to-day, and the oath you took be- 
fore the Grand Jury, you know that, .■• ■ . 

A» I know that very well, 

2. You know you are bound to do it by every thing that 
is sacred ; if tKat be so, give me leave to ask you how you i 
came to be desirous of asking pardon of Mr. Walker for hav- 
ing wronged him,, for having sworn falsely against him, be- 
lievi|ig him to be what you tell my Lord anc^these Gentle- 
ihen now : you ncverperhaps asked hij'n.partfon for the oath 
you took before the Grand Jury ? 

A, Never in my life. 

(I. You never went down upon your knee^ before him, 
and begged for his forgiveness for the crimes which you had 
committed to his prejudice ? 

A. Never j nor I never will. 

(J. You never said, did you, that you could never sleep 
until you had done him justice, and that you was deter- 
minea to go that night to find him out? 
A^ No, never in my life, 

' 2- Then, of course, it is not true, that you \vent down 
upon your knees, that you wept, and held your hands be- 
fore your face, when you confessed the perjury that you 
had committed? , 

A. I 
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A* IdoDfjtiknow what you may say; yoMimy say just 
as you please. 

Q,' It ia aljjft falsehood) and Ibui uiYCj&tion of mihe« ' I came 
.dowQ h^e to insult you, and 9fm keeping my w6rd« " > 

J. Yes* ' 

. Qm You nevec 4aid that Mt« Walker tie^er had : been 
.gulkyof any of. thiose crimes, that ycMi had' iinputcdto 
jhim ? '..-■'.... 

A. No, I never did, 

g. It is entirely Jalae ? i. . \ 

A, 1 allow it to be false, the greatest falsehood that ever 
was expressed in a court, ^ 

(2* Have- 1 Understood you right, that three of them had 
•damned the King, at the early paits^ of the meeting, Mr. 
:J^m\t Mr* Walker, and Mr. Jackson ^ 

y^. I do not recollect. 

g. Then do you not recollect that Mr. Jackson or Mr. 
^PtfuU damn -d. the King ? 

A^ Yes, I do ¥^Dy wellj - 

g. Mr. Collier. damn*d the King? 

A, Yes. 
:.': :2* Let US' hear,"svhat he said. CoUier is a good- deal 
gjwn to swearing,' i& not be ? 
• A* I never heard him in my life swear before that ? 

j2<.Wbatdidhcsay? ... 

^A, Jie cam& in, and- walked vound^ and said, he^ is* guil- 
lotined ; damn him, and all kings \ I wish they were all 
guillotined ; I wish they were all' served so, he jKttd. 
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'' ' " .^ Thomas Dunn • 

. >.? "■'.'. Re«e3^mined by Mr* Wood, 

, l2« Was you introduced to Mr. Walker and his brother 
at any time lately? . \ .. 

A, Yes, I was. " 

^ When was that ? 

y3. It was, I think, a fortnight this day. 

^ Who was it that brought you to them ? 

A, One Twiss. 

P. Who is he ? 

A* He lives close by him. 
• j^ Is he a servant of Mr. Walker's ? ^ 

A» He works for him, I think. 

^ When you was brought there to Mr, Walker, what 
did they say to you ? 

' A. They did not say a great deal, only two or three 

words 
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words passed; Richard Walkcir said he |vondered I should 
deviate from my former principles, What he had taken me 
to be. 

^ Was there only Thomas Walker there, and Richard 
Walker, and Twiss ? ' 

A, I do not recollect any more, Thete were some 
words in the indictment, he said, that were not right, and 
I corrected them the next day. 

^ You mean the information, I suppose. 

Mr. Serjeant CocktlL What has Richard Walker to do 
with Mr. Thomas Walker? ' 

Mr. Wood. Was Mr. Thomas Walker there ? 

A, He was. 

Mr. Erskine, 1 have no objection to your asking him 
any thing about Richard Walker, . . 

^ Did you never go by tlie name of Litchfield ? 

A, No, never. n , 

d. Where were these arms pUced ? 

A, In the warehouse. 

Mr. IVoodn How high was the warehouse ? 

A, Three or four stories high* 

g. At a considerable height ? 

A. Yes, 

1^. Could Aey shoulder their arms in it ? 
A. Yes. 

Mr. Erskiife, Pretty near as high as this place ? 
A, Not quite. 

Thomas Kinnaston (sworn). 
Examined by Mr. Topping. 

i^. You arc, I believe, the deputy-constable of Salford ? 

A. Yes. 

^ And have been so some time ? 

A, Some years. 

Q^. Do you remember at any time in the months of Jan- 
uary and February last, watching about the hquse of Mr. 
Thomas Walker ? 

A, Yes, in the months of January and February i793> I 
4icl. 

. ^ You watched as a constable, for the purpose of see- 
ing who went in and out there ? 

A. I did. 

2» At what time of the night have you used to watch 
there ? 

A. I went a little after six, and generally stayed till 
nine. 

j^ Did you watch repeatedly during these months ? 

E J. Yes, 
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^ A, Yes, I went frequently, once or twice a week, 
^ Slj Upon the nights that you have used to watch there, 
once or twice a week, who have you seen go into Mr, 
Walker's house ? 

A, I saw a great nui^her that I did not knoyr. , I s^w 
the late witness, Dunn, go in. 

g. Have you seen M* Galium go in ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Did you know John Smith I 

>l. No. 

g. Do you know William Paul ? 

A, Yes, well. 

g. Have you seen him go in ? 

A. Yes. 

g. Haye you seen Samuel Jackson ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Cheetham ? 

A • Yes 

g! Oliver PearsalJ ? 

A, Yes, I did not know him at that time ; I Have since 
known his name. 
^ J^ Benjamin Booth ? 

>4l Yes. , 

P. Did you know Henry Yorke ? 

A. No. 

Si^ Do you know Dn Collier? 

A. He lives next door to Mr, Walker. 

J^ You don't recollect whether you have seen him or not? ' 

.4. No. , 

^ Have you seen ^hese people i^apeatedly go into Mr. 
Walker's upon the nights you have been watching ? 

A, I have, some of them many times. 

^ Which door had they used to go in at ? 

A, At the front dpon. 

^ Have you seen them come out ? 

A, Yes, 1 have seen them come out. 

^ How had they used to come out ? 

A. At the same door. 

How 'were they admitted? 

A very gentle tap at the door ; there appeared to me to 
be a servant attending at the door, who seemed to know their 
faces perfectly well. 

^ How long had they used to remain there ? 

A. From the time I Saw them go in, to the time of their 
coming out, has been more than two hours; they sometimes 
came out and went in again, 

^ And sometimes stayed a longer, sometimes a shorter 
time, I suppose ? ^ 

A, Yes. 
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A, Ycs» 

^ Have you seen various other persons besides the per*^ ^ 
soils you mentioned, go there ? 

A, I saw a great number of persons whom I did not 
khow* 

^ How many in number do you think you have seen gO' 
in of an evening ? ^ 

A» I believe I. have seen more than fifty. 
, i^. Were these tradesmen of the town that you wc^^re ac* 
quainted with, or of the lower class of people f 

A^ A great majority seemed to be of the lower chiss of 
people ; they appeared to me a great majority to be mechanics 
of the lower oracr. 

^ Did you never see them come in or go out at any door 
but at the front door ? 

A. I have seen people cbme out, but they might be his 
servants out of the wairehouse, cbme out of the back door. 

Q, You have seen people come out at the back door i 

w?I I have^ but they might be Mr. Walker's servants for 
aught I know. 

Thimas Kinnaston. -^ 



Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant CocktU, 

Did you. ever knock at the door? 
1 never did. 



P. Where might you stand at this time — ^you are rather 
hard of hearing ? 

A. I am. 

^ How did you h<sar this very gentle tap ? 

A, I was not deaf then, 

g. Was you close to the door ? 

A, There was a wall close to the door; I leaned' against 
that'wall frequently. 

(^. Did you know the persons of these men — had you 
seen them oefore ? 

A* Yes many times. 

(J. Where had you seen them before ? 

Ap Frequently m the streets. 

J. Don't you know they had their clubs at public-houses, 
till they got a room, it was held at Mr. Walker's ? 
A, 1 never saw them at the public-hous,es ; I believe I 
should not have been admitted. 

(J. Were those persons that. you saw go into Mr, Walk- 
er's house, members of the club ? 
A, I believe they were. 

(I. They were prevented holding the clubs at the public- 
houses ? 

A. I 
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A. I do not know that, 

J^, You must know that. 

A, No, I was not present'. 

(J- Have not you seen the public advertisements appear- 
ing in the papers ? 

A, I have. 

Q^, Do not you know that these clubs were transferred to 
Mr. Walker's. house, till they could find some place at 
which to meet ? 

A, I do not upon my word ; I know the landlords sign- 
ed their names in the public papers, that they would not 
admit such clubs, but I know nothing of the adjourn- 
ments. 

^ Do not you know, that after the landlords had so re^ 
fused to receive them, at the desire of the magistrates, that 
thcv met at a private house, which was attacked by a mob 
ana in a great measure destroyed? 

A. No, 1 do not. 

Thomas Kinnaston^ 
Re-examined by Mr. Topping. 

^ You had not an opportunity, from the situation in 
which you was out of doors, of observing any thing -^^iat 
was going on above stairs ? 

A. No ; Mr. Walker's warehouse windows are in the 
yard at the back part of the house. 

End of the Evidcncc/^r llic Crazi;nM. 
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Mr, Erskint. 

Gentlemen of the Jury, 

1 listened with the greatest attention (and in honour of my 
learned friend I must say with the greatest approbation) to 
much of his address to you in the opening pt this Cause ; 
it w^ candid and^ manly, and contained many truths which 
I have no interest to deny ; one in particular which in- 
volves in it indeed the very principle of the defence, the 
value of that happy constitution of government which has 
so lone existed m this inland : I hope in God that none of 
us w^iU ever forget the gratitude which we owe to the 
Divine Providence, and, under its blessing, to the wisdom 
of our forefathers, fpr the happy establishment of law and 
justice under which we live ; and under which, thank 
God, my clients are this day to be judged : great indeed, 
will be the condemnation of any man who does not feel 
and act as he ought to do upon this subject ; for surely if 
there be one privilege greater than another which the be- 
nevolent Author of our beings has been pleased to dis- 
pense to his creatures since the existence of the earth which 
we inhabit, it is to have cast our lots in such a country 
and in such an age as that in which we live : for myself, I 
would in spirit prostrate myself daily and hourly before 
heaven to acknowledge it^ and instead of coming from the 
house of Mr. Walker, and accompanying him at Preston, 
(the only truths which the witness has uttered since he 
came into court) if I believed him capable of committing 
the crimes he is charged with, I would rather have gone 
into my grave than have been found as a friend under his 
roof. 

Gentlemen, the crime imputed to the defendant is a se- 
rious one indeed: — Mr. Law has told you, and told you 
truly, that this indictment has not at all for its object to 
condemn or to question the particular opinions which Mr, 
Walker and the other defenaants may entertain concerning 
the principles of this government or the reforms which 
the wisest governments may from time to time require : 
he is indeed a man gf too enlarged a mind to think for a 
• moment that his country can be served by interrupting 
the current of liberal opinion, or overawing the legal free- 
dom of English sentiment by the terrors of criminaj prose- 
cution : he openly disavows such a system, and has, I 
think, even more than hinted .to us that there may be sea- 
sons when an attention to reform m^y be salutary, and that 

every 
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every individuarunder our happy establishment has a tight 
upon this' important subject to think for himself. 

The defendants therefore are not arraigned before you^ 
nor even censured in observation, for having associated 
at Manchester to promote what they felt to be the cause 
of religious and civil liberty } nor ire they arraigned or 
censured for seeking to collect the sentiments of their neigh* 
hours and the public concerning the necessity of a reform 
in the constitution of parliament ; thtse sentiments and ob- 
jects are wholly out oi the question : but they are charged 
with having unlawfully confederatedandconspired to destroy 
and overthrow the government of the kingdom by open 
yoRCB AND REBELLION, and that to effect this wicked pur- 
pose they exercised the King's subjects with arms, per- 
verting that which is our birthright for the protection of 
our lives and property to the malignant purpose of sup- 
porting the enemies of this kingdom m case of an invasion; 
in order, as my friend has truly said, (for I admit the conse- 
quence if the fact is established,) in order to make our coun- 
try that scene of confusion and desolation which fills every 
man's heart with dismay and horror when he only reads or 
thinks of what is transacting at a distance upon the bloody 
theatre of the war that now reignsin the World. Thisy and 
nothing different or less than this, is the charge which is made 
upon the defendants^ at the head of whoiii stands before 
you a merchant of honour, property, character, and re- 
spect ; who has long enjoyed the countenance a^d friend- 
Snip of 'many of the wortniest and most illustrious persons 
in the kingdom, and whose principles and conduct have 
more than once been publicly and gratefully acknowledged 
by the community of which he is a member, for standing 
forth the friend of their commerce and liberties and the 
protector of the most essential privileges which English- 
men can enjoy under the laws. 

Gentlemen, such a prosecution against such a person 
eught to have had a strong foundation ; and, indeed, 
putting private justice jmd all respect of persons wholly 
out of the question, should not, but upon the most clear 
Conviction and the most urgent necessity, have been insti- 
tutecT at all : we are at tliis moment in a most awful and 
fearful crisis of affairs ; we are told authcJntically by the 
Sovereign from the throne that our enemies in France are 
meditating an invasion, and the kingdom from one end to 
another is putting in motion to repel it : — ^in such a state 
of things, and when the public transactions of government 
and justice in the two countries pass and repass froni one 
another as if upon the wings of the wind, is it a politic 
thing to prepare this solemn array of justice upon such a 

dangerour 
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4angeroi\8 subject 'whhout a reasonable foundation, or ra« 
ther without an urgent call, and at a time too when it is 
our common interest that France should believe us to be 
what we ard and ever have been, olie heart and soul to pro^ 
tcct our country and our constitution ?— ris it wise or pru- 
dent^ putting private justice wholly out of the question, 
that it should appear to the councils of France, apt enough 
to exaggerate advantages, that the judge representing the 
government in the northern district of thi^ kingdom should 
be sitting here in judgment in the presence of all the gen- 
tlemen whose property lies in the' country, assembled, I 
observe, upon the occasion, and very properly, to witness 
so interesting a process, to trace and to punish the exist- 
ence of a rebellious conspiracy to support an invasion 
from France ? A conspiracy not existing in a single district 
alone, bu^ maintaining itself by criminsd concert and cor- 
respondence in every district, town, and city in the king* 
dom ; projecting nothing less than the utter destruction 
and subversion of all the authorities of the country : 
Good God! can it be for the interest of government that 
such a state of this country should go' forth ?— Unfortu- 
nately the rumour and effect of this day's business will 
spread where the evidence may not travel with it to serve as 
^n antidote to thp mischief; for, certainly it never will nor 
can be believed in France, or in Europe, who know the 
spirit of our laws, what we are witnesses to to-day ;— it 
never will be credited that all this serious process nats no 
foundation either in fact or probability, and that it stands 
upon the single evidence of a common soldier, or rather a 
common vagabond, discharged as unfit to be a soldier ; a 
wretch, lost to every sense of God and religion, who avows, 
that he has none for either, and who ^ incapable of ob- 
serving even common decency as a witness in the court ; 
this will never be believed, and the country, whose 
best strength at home and abroad is the opinion and confi- 
dence of soundness in all its members, will suffer from the 
gredit which government will receive for the justice of 
this proceeding. 

What then pan be more bene^cial than that you should 
make haste as public and private men to undeceive the 
world, to do justice to your fellow-subjects, an4 vindicate 
your country :-r-what can be more beneEcial than that you, 
as honest men, should upon your oaths pronounce ana re- 
cord hy your verdict, that however Englishmen may differ 
in religious opinions, which in such a land of tninking 
ever must be tne case ) that however they qfiay separate in 
political speculations* as to the wisest and best fbimation of 
^ house 01 commons \ that though spfne inay think highly 

of 
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of the church and its establishment, whilst ot/hers, but 
with ec[ual sincerity, prefer the worship of God with other 
ceremonies, or without any ceremonies ; that though some 
may think that it is unjsafe to touch the constitution at this 
particular moment, ^nd some that at no time it is Safe to 
touch it, while others think that its very existence depends 
upon immediate reformatioti, and that this is of all seasons 
the wisest for men of rank and property, while yet they 
have authority and influence, to employ these high trusts 
of high station for the universal good ; what can ^bc more 
beneBcial than that your verdict should establish thai( 
though the country is thus divided upon these political 
subjects, as it ever has been in every age and period of our 
history, yet that we all recollect that we live in the land 
which our fathers have left us as an inheritance, that we all 
know and feel we have one common duty and one. common 
interesti and that we are all ready to stand or fall by our 
country ; this will be the language of your verdict what-r 
ever you yourselves m«iy think upon these topics connected 
with,' but still collateral to the cause :^<whether you shall 
approve or disapprove of the opinions or objects of the de- 
fendants, I know that you will still with one mind revolt 
with indignation at the evidence you have heard, when you 
shall have heard also the observations 1 have to make upon 
it, and, what is far^nore important, ^be facts I shall bring 
forward to encounter it ; to these last words I beg your 
particular attention : I say when you shall l^ear the jacts 
with which I mean to encounter the evidence, because my 
learned friend has supposed that I had nothing with whicn 
to support the cause^ but by railing at his witness and en* 
deavouring to traduce bis character by calling others to re.* 
proach it: he has said that I could encounter his testimony 
by no one fact, but that he had only to apprehend the influ- 
ence which my address might have upon you ; as if I, an 
Ulster stranger here, could have any possible weight or in- 
fluence, to oppose to him who has been so long known and 
honoured in this place. 

But although my learned friend seems to have expected 
no adverse evidence, he appears to h^vc been apprehensive 
' ^ for the credit and consistency of his own ; for ne has told 
you that we have drawn this main into a lure not uncom- 
mon for the purpose of entrapping witnesses into a con- 
tradiction of testimony ; that we have ensnared him into 
the company of persons who have drawn him in by in- 
siduous Questions, and written down what he has been 
made to declare to them in destructioi;! of his original evi- 
dence, for the wicked purpose of attacking the sworn tes- 
titiiony t>f tru^h ai>d cutting down the consequences which 

would 
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would have followied ftom it to the defendants. If such a 
scene of wickedness has been practised it must be known 
to the witness himself, yet my learned friend will recol- 
lect that though he made this charge in his hearing before 
his'ekaminatton, he. has positively denied the whole of it ; 
for I put it to him point by point, puT)suing the opening as 
my guide : the witn^ess denies that ne has been drawn into 
any lure ; he denies that any trap, has beep laid' for him ; 
he . denies that he has been asked any questions by any 
body ;-— if I am' mistaken Idesire to be corrected, and par- 
ticulaiiy sO by my learned friend^ because I wish to state 
it as it is;-^he has then denied all these thinss ; he has 
further sworn that the never acknowledged to Mr. Walker 
that he 'had wronged or injured him, or that the evidence 
he had giyen against hinvwas fahe.;. that he never had' 
gone* down upon* his knees in his presence, to implore his 
forgiveness ; that 'he never held his: hands* before his fkce 
to /hide the tears that were flowing do\i^n his face in the 
moment of contrition, or of terror at the consequence of 
.his crimes : all this he has- positively and 'repeatedly sworn 
in answer to questions deliberately put to. him; and instead 
of answering with doubt or as trying to recollect whether 
any thing approaching such a representation had happened| 
he put his hands to his sides and laughed, as you saw, at 
me who put the questions^ with that sneer of contempt 
and insolence which has accompanied the whole of his e- 
vidence, on my part at least of his examination : — if nothing 
therefore was at stake but the destruction of this man's 
evidence and with it the prosecution whifih rests for its 
whole existence upon it, I should proceed at once to con* 
found him with testimony, the truth of Which my learned 
friend himself will I am sure not bring into question ; but 
as I wish the whole conduct of my clients to stand fairly 
before you and not to rest Jherely upon positive swearing 
destructive of positive testimony, and as I Wish the evi- 
dence I mean to bring before you and the falsehood of that 
which it opposes to be clearly understood, I will state to 
you how it has happened that this strange prosecution has 
come before you. 

The town of Manchester has been long extremely divi- 
ded in religious and civil opinions, and while I wish to ^ 
vindicate those whoxn I represent in this place I desire not 
to inflame differences which I hope in a short season \viU 
be forgotten ; I wish ort the contrary that ever)r thing 
which proceeds from me may be the means of conciliating 
rather than exasperating disserttions which have already 

f>roduced much mischief and which perhaps but for the 
esson of to*day. might have produced much. more. 

, , F Gentlemen, ' 
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Gentlemen^ you all know that therr haire beta for cttnin^ 
lies past in this country various sects of Chri^tains wor- 
shipping God ia chfiiercnt foras^ and boldifig a diversity of 
rehgious opinions; ; and thai the law has for a long season 
deprived numerouaxlasses, even. of h4» Maje$iy'$ proteatant 
subjects, of privileges -which it confers upon the re^ of 
the public, setting as it were a mark upon- them and keep^ 
them below, the level of the community hy shutting them 
out from ofiifcs of trust and confidcacft m Ahe couxitry : 
whether these laws be;wisfi or -unwise, -wfaetht^r they ought 
to be continued or abolished, arc questions for the legisla^ 
ture and not for us ; but thusunuchl.am warranted in say* 
ing, that it is the landoubted pxtvilegeof tevery man or dUss. 
of men in England, to petition parliament for;Uie removal of 
any svstem or law,! which eithec actually does aggrieve ot 
which is thought to be a grievance : impressed wiUi the sense 
ofdits inherent privilege this very Constitutional Society^ 
which is supposed by my learned friend die attorney gehend 
to have started upon the breaking outjof the war'Nviih Fraece^ 
for the purpGO^ of destroying tl» constitnLtsony this very so^i 
tiety owed iks^ birth to the assertion of this indispiatayc 
birth right of £n^lislxmcn, which the authors of this prosb^ 
cut ion most rashly thought proper to atigmatise and resisc. 
it is well known that in .1790 the Dissen^rs in the di^er<- 
cnt parts of the kingdom were solicitous to bring hefoiv 
parliament their application to put an end for ever to aU 
divisions upon religious subjects, and to make, us all, what 
i look forward yet to see us, one harmonious body, liviiig 
like one family together ; it is also well remembeood vwith 
what zeal ana eloquence that great question was managed 
in the House of Commons by Mr« Fox ; and the large mar 
jority "with which the repeal of the Test Acts was rejected; 
it seems therefore strange that the period of this rejecUon 
should he considered as ani£raeither of danger to the church 
or of religious triumph to Christians ; nevertheless, a large 
body of gentlemen and others at Manchester, whose mo* 
tives I am far from wishing to scrutinize or condemn, consi* 
dered this very wish of the Dissenters as injurious to their 
rights, and as dangerous to the church. and state; they 
publishedadvertisements expressive of these sentiments, ana 
the rejection of the bill in tne commons produced a aociety 
stiied the Church and King Club, which met for the £rst 
time to celebrate what they called the glorious decision of 
the House of Commons in rejecting the prayer of their 
dissenting brethren. , 

Gentlemen, it is not for me Do sayi, that it was unjust' or 
impolitic in parliament to reject the. application; but 
surely I may without off encei suggest, that a was hardly a 

fit 
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fit Subject of ti^iumph that: a great nuihber of f&tiow-subjectS| 
amounting I l^elievc to xhofe tllan a tnillion in this country, 
had miscartied in an object which they thought beneficiai| 
and which they had a most unqucstiortaole right to submit to 
the government under which they lived; yet for this cause 
alone, (France and eVery other topic of controversy being yet 
unborn,) was the Church and King held forth to be in 
danger; a society instituted for their protection, and an 
uniform appointed- with the church of Mt^nchcster upon 
its button; 

Gentlemen, without calling for any censure upon this 
proceeding, but leaving it to every mam's own reflection, is 
It to be \Vondered at orcondemn^a, thdt those who thought 
ftiore largely and'Ubcrally on subject* of freedom both civil 
and religious, but ^ho foufid themselves persecuted for 
seniimcnts and conduct the most avowedly legal and con- 
stitutional, should associate for the stipport of their rights 
and pilvileges as Englishmen, *and' assemble to consider. 
how they might bestcAtatn a more adequate representation 
of the people of Greit Britam in parliament* 

'Gentlemen, this Sodety Continued wteh these objects irk* 
view until the issitrng of the proclamation against Repub« 
Hcans and Levellers, caHin^ upon th^ magistrates to exert 
themselves throughout the kingdom to avert some danger 
ynth which it seems our rulers thought this kingdom \?as 
likely to be visited t of this danger cJ the probability of it 
either gtntraUy or at Manchester in partitular my learned 
friend has given nb evidence from any quarter but that of 
Mr. Dunn ; he has not prdvcd that there his been in any 
one part of the kin^om any thing which could lead govern^ 
ment to apprehend that meetings e:»^istcd for the purposes 
poifiCed at ; but that is out of the question ; governihent 
had a right to think for itself and to issue the proclamation ; 
the publicans however (as" it appears upon the cross exan^i- 
nation of the witness), probably directed by the magistrates, 
thought fit to shut up their houses opened by immemoriai 
law to all the King's subjects, and to refuse admission to all ' 
Ait, gentlemen ana tradesmen of the town who did not asso- 
ciate, under the barfhers of thii Church and King Club^ 
fhSs illegal, proceedi^ig was accompajnied with an advertise- 
mcht coritaiif^ng a^Shemerrt libel against all those persons 
wfto under the protection of the laws thought themselves 
as^much at liberty to consider theBi; various privileges,asoth« 
erswefc to maintain the establishment of tne'church. Upon 
this becasioh Mr. Waik«^ Jionourably sfopd'forth, opened 
his hotfse'to this constitutional society at & time when they 
rntist btKerwise havcfbecn inthe street s'by a c-bmbination of 
tHc publicans to reject them. Now, Gentlemen^ I put it to 

you 
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you as men of honour, whether it can be justly attributed to 
^r. Walker as seditious or hostile to the liberties of his 
country, that he opeped his house to a society of Gentlemen 
and tradesmen, whose good principles he was acquainted 
with, who had been wantonly opposed by this Church and 
King Chib, whose privileges they had never invaded or ques- 
tioned, and against whom, in this day of trial, there is no 
man to be found who can come forward to impeach an act 
they have done, or a syllable they hayc uttered ; vehement as 
the desire most apparently has been to bring this Gentleman 
and his associates as they are called t;o justice, yet not one 
magistrate, no man of property, part or figure in this town 
or its neighbourhood, no person having the. King's autho- 
rity in Manchester or the county, have appeared to prove 
one fact or circumstance from whence even the vaguest sus- 
picion could arise, that anything criminal had been intend- 
ed or transacted ; no constable who had ever beeli sent to 
guard lest the peace mightbe broken or to make enquiries 
for its preservation ; not a paper seized throughout £ngland, 
nor any other prosecution instituted • except upon the evir 
dence of the same miserable wretch .who stands before you, 
but the towuj neighbourhood, and coupty, were in the s99^e 
profound stateof tr»iquillity as it is at the momeni I am. ad-* 
dressing you, 

*<. Gentlemen, at the time parliament assembled at the'ea4 
of 179a, previous to the commencement of the war, these 
unhappy differences were suddenly (ap4 ^ you will see 
from.no fauU of Mr. Walker's) brought to thcvcrisis whi^b 
produced this trial : a meeting was held in Manchester to 
prepare an address of thanks to the King for having em^ 
bodjed the militia during the recess of pajrliament, and for 
having put the kingdom into a posture of defence ; and I 
do not seek to question the measure of government which 
gave rise to this, approbation or the approbation itsejif 
which they had a right to bestow ; but others had ajp equal 
right to entertain. other opinions; on all public measjures 
the decision undoubtedly is with government, but the peo- 
ple at the same time have a right to think upon them and 
to express whaj they, think ; — surely war of all other subi 
jccts is one which the people have a right to»considcr ;• 
surely it can be no offence for those whose properties were 
to be taxed and whose inheritances were to be lessen^4 by 
it, ,to paus^.a little upon the eve of a contest, the, end of 
which no maft. can foresee, the expences of whi^h.^Kj. man. 
^n calculate, nor estimate the bloojd to/flow from it^ c^^a- 
n^ities ; sujfcly it; is a liberty secured to us.by the first priri- 
ciples of c^r cpn&titvition to address the Sovereign,, or in- 
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jtruct our representatives^ to avert the greatest evil that 
can impend oyer a nation. ^ 

Gentlemen, one of those societies called the Reformation 
Society met to exercise this undoubted privikge, and in 
my mind upon the fittest occasion that -ever presented it* 
self 5 yet mark th« moderation of Mr. Walker whose vio- 
lence is arraigned before you ': though he was no member 
of that body, and though he agreed in the propfriety of the 
measurb in agitation, yet he went to their meeting, sug- 
gested to them that their opposition might be made a pre- 
tence for tumult, that tranquillity in such a crisis was by 
every means to be pronn^tea, and therefore advised them 
to abstain from the meeting ; so that the other meeting was 
left to carry their approbation of government and the war, 
without a dissenting voice: if ever therefore there was a time 
when the Church and King might be said to be out of 
danger at Manchester it was at this moment ; yet on this 
very day they hoisted the banners of alarm to both, they 
paraded with them through every quarter- of the towxi'; 
mobs by degrees were collected, and in the evening of thils 
very eleventh of December Mr. Walker's house and others 
were attacked ; you will observe that before this day iio 
man has talked about arms at Mr. Walker's : — if an honour- 
able- gentleman upon the Jury who has been carefully 
taking notes of' the evidence will have the goodness to re- 
fer to them, he will find that it was not till near a week after 
this, (so Dunn expresses it,) that a single firelbck had been 
seen, nor indeed aoes any part of the evidence go back be- 
yond this time, when Mr. Walker's house was thus suround- 
ed and attacked by a riotous and disorderly mob^ He was 
aware of the probable consequences of such an attack, he 
knew by the recent example of Birmingham what he and 
others professing sentiments of freedom had to expect ; he 
therefore got together a few fire-arms, which he had long had 
publicly by him, and an inventory of which with the rest 
of his furniture ,at Barlow-Hall had been taken by a sworn 
appraiser, long before airy thing connected with this indict- 
ment-had an existence ; with these, and the assistance of a 
few steady friends, he stood upon his defence ; he was ad- 
vised indeed to retire for safety, but knowing his own inno- 
cence^-and recollecting the duty he owed to himself, his fa* 
mily and the pul^lic, he declared he would remain there to 
support the laws and to defeiid his property; and that ht 
would perish rather than surrender thbse privileges whicli 
every member of the commuhitV is bound both -frocn inteii- 
est and duty to maintain : — to alarm the multitude he firc^ 
from the windows over their heads^.and^disf ersed th^m : 
the oexf niomin|; they assembled in very great numbers be- 
fore 
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lore his House, when a man gpt upon the church*y^d watt, 
and read a most violent and inflammatory paper> and h»- 
.rangu^d «xd incited the po^lace to, pull the house dawn ; 
Mr. Walker went out amoiigst them, and exposiulated w4lh 
them, and asked why they had disgraced themselves ao much 
by attacking him the night hefore, adding thai if he had 
done any oi them ar axxy person whom they knew aoy ivy 
jury, he was, upon proof ox it, ready to make them every ^a« 
lisfaction in his power-^-he al^ told thejn^ tiiat he bad ^rod 
upon them the night before because they were mad as wclLas 
drunk, that if they attacked him again, he would under the 
same circum&tances act, as he hadfirbefore done, but that he 
was then alone and unarmed in the midst of them, and if he 
had done any thing wrong they were then sober and had 
him completely in their power. 

Gentlemen,, this Was most meritorious conduct. You aH 
Hyp at a distance from the metropolis and were probably* 
therefore fortunate enough neither to be within .or near it 
ia 1780, when from beginnings smaller than those. which ejc- 
hibiled themselves at Birmingham, or .even at Manchesiwx, 
the m^ropolis of the country^ and with It the country it- 
aelf, had ilearly been undone ; the beginning of these things 
is the season foi e^xertion : I shall never in<jked forget what 
I have heard the late mild and venerable magistrate Lodrd 
Mansfield say uPon this subject, whose house wa& one. of 
thfi 6rst attackea in London *, I hav6 more than once heard 
jbim say, that perhaj>3 some blame might have attached upon 
himself and otners in authority, for their forbearance, in not 
haying directed force to have been at tktfirs.t moment repeV- 
edbyTprpo, it.heing the highest humanity as a check in ^e 
infancy of tumults, . v 

Gentlemen, Mr* Walker's conduct had the desired effects 
he watched again on the t3th of December, but the mob ro- 
turned no more, and next morning the arms were kicked up 
in a bed chamber in his house where they have remained 
^ver )inco, and where of course they never could have been 
seen by the witness whose wholeeindence commences above 
« week subsequent to the nth of pp^ember when they 
were finally put aside. 

Gentlemen, this is the genuine history of the business, 
and it must therefore not a little surprize you that when the 
charge is wholly confined to the use of arms, Mr. Law shoulad 
not even have hinted to yoa that Mr. Walker's house had 
Iftei&n attackedj^.and that he was driven to stand upon his de^ 
fence; ^s if such a thing had never had anexkteoce; kif 
<ked the annourv which must have been.exhibxtedhi such 
fi slfttcxnent "i^uld have but iU sinted the indactmenti oar thb 
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evidence^ and / must ifaercjpie undertake the flcsc ri ptien tf 
it imyself •' . '• * - 

The arms hmng been locked up n I told yeu in tke bed^ 
chamkec,.! ivas shewn last week aaoto this Muse of <;onspto 
nafitxGta&n^ stnd death) and.. saw expoMd to view- the 
laighly annouiry which waS: ta level the beaiiti£ul fabiick of 
our fionstitution, and C6 destroy the lives and propcrtiea of 
seoeo' nillions of people; .it consisted £rtt of six little 
swifirels. pair based two years ago ait the saile of JLivesey, Har* 
exRve, a;i^ Co. {of whcnL -we^ lacvt all heard sor * much) by 
Mr; Jocksoai a gentlemani of Manchester, who: is also oojq o£ 
tlsedefendantS) and who|^ve ehei)i:to Master Walker a bejr 
alusiiit /ten yean of agie; s wiiyels .yo^ know are. guns bo cau 
}ed 'i>ecause they tuod u^tm a: pivot, but. these were takc^ 
off theiT propa^ were paitDted, and put upon bkicks resem- 
bling 'carriiiges g£ htse^y caamdn and: in that i. shape may be 
faii-ly called chjldreas toys; you fDemicbtlyiseaftheai in tHe 
nc6|^boa rhoed of Londoiraddvning chid ho^ises of sober ctti'^ 
aen s f uih^ . stxan^ecs toj Mjr« Exiown and hts improvements; 
and prefercing gcandaurto taste^ place them upon theijrTam* 
pacts (itil^ile*£nd or Islio^gti^ : having been, IikqrMr. Dunn^ 
(I' hope I .resemble Mnji 'in, nothing ehe) having like him 
secved ihjis Majestyta^ ai/solcbter (and . I am xesidy to serve 
aga^ if< my country^ safety shoula rec[Uiredt^ I took a closeir 
review of all I saw,axvdobse:rvtx]^ that the nuiz^le of one of 
thiean wats broke off I was curious >Xo know how hx this fa- 
mous conspiracy had proceedcdand whether they had come 
into action, when I found the accident had happened on 
Eringa/eK dejme upon his Majesty^s happy recovery, and 
that they had been afterwards fired upon the Prince of Wales' 
birth day. These are the only times that in the hands of 
these cons jpirators, these cannon big with desthiction had 
opened their little mouths ; once to commemorate the induU 
sent and benign favour of providence in the rebovery of the 
Sovereiljn, and once aa a congratulation to the Heir apparent 
orf his crown on the anniversary of ins birth. 

i went next, under the 'protection of the master general 
of this ordnance ^Mr. Walker ';f.chrambennaid), to visit the 
resit of this formidable : array of death, and. found next a 
little. musketoon about sa high, fdtstTibingzt).! put niy 
thumb upon it, when out started a little bayonet like the 
Jack^n<>a4>ox which we buy for children at a fair \ In shore, 
not to weary you g^tiemen, there was justs9uch a parcel of 
arms of different sorts and sizes as a xUah- collecting anitongst 
his friends, for his defence against the sudden violence or zt 
riotous mukitude, nii^xt be expected: to have collected; 
here laiy tHree or four rusty gunaof different dimeisstons, and 
here asid there a bayonet or bxoad^swopd covered oVer with 
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&st SD as.to be almost undisdnguishable ; for notwfthsttodj 
ing what this infamous wretch has sworn, we wilL^roveby 
witness^ter witness', till you desire us to (ipish, that they were 
principally collected on the 1 1 th of December, th&day 6f the 
fiot, and that lirom the 1 2th an theJfcv^ing, pr the toth in 
the mornitigy they have :hctfi> untouched as I have descri* 
{>ed them ;^ that thoir use began and 'ended with the aeces- 
sity, and that* from that time to th^ preseht there xuver has 
been a.firBvariitmthe warehpuseof any sort orde$crij)tion; 
this is ^Bm whole* on which has been built.a proceec&ig which 
Slight isave - brought the defendants to the {^unishm^nt of 
dei^th, fer bV/th the. charge and the evidence amount to h^h 
treason, high treason in4eed under almost every branch of the 
statute ;: for the -facts amount to levying war against the King 
by a conspiracy to wrest by force the government ovit of his 
hands ; to anadherence to the King's qneinies, and to acoi^pas- 
sing of his: deathy which is a necessary consequence «f an in« 
vaaingarmyx}f Tepublicans or of any other enemies of the state; 
yet notwithstanding the notoriety. of. these facts,~the un* 
named prosecutors (and indeed I- am»afraid to slander ^y 
man or body of men by even a guess iipon tte subject) have 
beenbeatipg up as for volunteei^, to procure another witness 
to destroy i>he lives of the gentlemen before you, againsfc ma** 
ny of whom warrants for high' treason i^ere issued to.appre-- 
hend them ;. Mr; Walker among the rest was the Subject of 
such a ^warrant,' and as soon as he knew it, he behaum (as he 
has throughout) like a man. and an £nglishman : he wrote 
immediately to.the Secretary of State who was summoned here 
to-day, and. whose absence I do not complain of, because we 
have by consent the benefit of his. testimony ; he wrote three 
letters to Mr.iDundas, one of which was delivered by Mr. 
Wharton, informing him that he>was in London on his bu-i- 
siness as a merchant; that if any warrant had been issued 
against him he was ready to meet it, and for that purpose 
delivered his address where it might b&executed* : thi&Mr. 
Walker did when the prosecutoiis.were in search of another 
witness, and when this Mr. Dunn was walking like a tame 
sparrow through the New Bailey, fed at the public or some 
ether expence, and suffered to go at large, though arrested 
upon a criminal charge and sent into custody under it. 

And to what other tircumstances need I appeal for the 
purity of the defendants, than that under the charge of a 
conspiracy extensive enough to comprehend in its tran» 
sactions «(if;any existed) the whole compass of England, 
the tour of which was to have been made by Mr. Yorkc, 
there has. not been one man found to utter a' syllable 
about them, no. not.one many thanks be. to God^i who 
has so framed the^characteristics joi^ .Epglishmen, except 
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tho solitary infamous witness before you> who from what 
I have heard since I- began to address you, may have spoken 
the truth when he^-claimed my acquaintance, as I have rea- 
son to think he has .seen me before in a criminal court of 
justice. 

Having now for the satisfaction of the defendants rather 
than from the necessity of the case, given you an account of 
their whole proceedings as^I shall establish them by proof, 
let us now examipe the evidence that has been given against 
them, ^d sec how the truth of it could stand with reason or 
probability, supposing it to have been sworn to by a witness 
the most respectable. 

According to Dunn's own account, Mr. Walker had not 
been at the first meeting, so that when he first saw Dunn 
he did not know either his person or his name, he might 
have been a spy (God knows there are enow of them) and 
at that season in particular, informers were to be expected, 
Mr. Walker is supposed to have said to him *' What is your 
*' business here V* to which he answered " I am going to 
*' the society," which entitled him at once to admission 
without further ceremony ; there was nobody to stop him, 
was he asked his name ? was he balloted for ? was he ques- 
tioned as to his principles? No, he walked in at once, but 
first it seems, Mr. Walkerj who had never before seen him, 
ei^quired of him the news from Ireland (observing by his • 
voice that he was an Irishman) and asked what the Volun- 
teers were'aBbut, as if Mr. Walker could possibly suppose 
that such a person was likely to have been in a correspon- 
dence with Ireland which jtold him more than report must 
have. told every body else I Mr. Dunn tells you indeed he 
was no such person, he was a friend, as he says, to the 
King and Constitution which Mr, Walker would have found 
by asking another question, but without further enquiry 
he is supposed, to have said to him at once, "we shall 
" overthrow the constitution by and by," which the mo- . 
ment^Dunn.had heard, up walked that affectionate subject 
of our Sovereign Lord the King into Mr, Walker's house 
where the constitution was to be so overthrown ; but then 
he tells you he thought there was no harm to be done, that 
it was only for the benefit of the poor, and the public good ; 
but how could he think so aft^r what he had that moment 
heard? but he did not know it seems what Mr. Walker 
meant. Gentlemen, do you collect from Mr. Dunn's dis- 
course .and deportment to^-day that he could .npt tell but 
that a man -meant good when he had heard him even ex- 
press wu^ to overthrow the government; would ypu pull 
a feather, out of a sparrow'-switeg^upon the'oathof aman who 
swears thatbc.helievcd ft person to have beeo a gopd subject 
'T " ' * G iti 
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in the very moment he was telling him of an intended re- 
bellion ? But why should I Rght a phantom with argument ? 
Could any man but a driveller, have possibly given such an^ 
answer as is put into Mr» Walker's mouth to, a man he 
Ix^d never seen in his life ? However many may differ from 
Mr. Walker in opinion,^ every body I believe will admit 
that Jne is an acute, intelligent man, with an extensive 
knowledge of the world and not at all likely to have con- 
ducted himself like an idiot : what foUowsjiext ?-— another 
night he went into the warehouse where he saw Mr, Yorkc 
called to the chair, who said he was going the tour of the 
kingdom in order to try the strength of the different soci- 
eties to join fifty thousand men that were expected to land 
from France into this country, and that Mr. Walker then 
said,- '^ Damn all kings^— I know our King has seventeen 
" millions of money in the Bank of Vienna although he 
** won't afford any of it to the poor." Gentlemen, is this 
the language of a^man of sense and education? If Mr. 
Walker had the malignity of a demon, would he think of 
giving effect to it by such a senseless lie ? — When we 
know that from the intense expence attending his Ma- 
jesty's numerous and illustrious family and the great neces- 
sities of the state, he has been obliged over and over again 
to have recourse to the generosity and justice of parliament 
to maintain the dignity of the crown, could Mr, W^kcr 
ever have thought ot inventing this nonsense about the 
'Bank of Vienna, when there is a Bank too in our own 
country where he might legally invest his property for 
himself and his heirs? but Mn A^alker did not stop there ; 
he went on and said, '' I should think no more or taking 
*^ off the King's head than I should of tearing this piece of 
" paper." All this happened soon after his admission, yet this 
man who represents him^lf to you upon his oath tnis day, 
as having been uniformly a friend to the constitution, as 
far as he understood it ; as having left the society as soon 
a»he saw their mischievous inclinations, and as having volun- 
tarily informed against them, I say this same friend of the 
constitution tells you almost in. the same breath, that lie 
continued to attend their meetings from thirty to forty 
times nthere high treason was committing with cfen doors, and 
that instead of giving information of his own free choice, he 
was arrested in the very act of distributing some seditious 
publication. 

Gentlemen, it is really a serious consideration^ that upon 
such testimony a man should -even be put upon his de- 
fence in the courts of this country; upon S]i4n principles 
what man is safe ? I was indeed but ill at ease myself when 
Mr, Dunn told me he knew me better than I supposed, what 

security 
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security have I at this moment that he should not swear 
that he had met with me under spme gate-way in Lancas- 
ter and that 1 had said to him, "Well, Dunn, I hope you 
*^ wiU not swear against Mr. Walker, J)ut that you will 
'* stick to the good cause : damn all kings : damn the con- 
" stitution;** if the-witness were now to swear this, into gaol 
I must go, and if my client is in danger from what h^s been 
sworn against him what safety would there be for me? the 
evidence would be equally positive, and I am equally an 
object of suspicion as Mr. Walker : it is said of him that 
he has been a member of a society for the reform of parlia- 
ment ; so have /, and so am / at this moment, and so at all 
hazards I will continue to be, and I will tell you why gen- 
tlemen, because I hold it to be essential to the preservation 
of all the ranks and orders of the state, alike essential to 
the prince and to the people : 1 have the honour to be' al- 
lied to his Majesty in blood, and my family has been for 
centuries a part of what is now*called the aristocracy of 
the country, I can therefore have no interest in the de- 
struction of the constitution. 

In pursuing the probability of this story, (since it must 
be pursued) let us next advert to whether any thiqg appears 
to have been done in other places which might have been 
exposed by this man's information : the whole kingdom is 
under the eye and dominion of magistracy awakenea at that 
time to an extraordinary vigilance, yet has any one man 
been arrested even upon the suspicion of any correspondence 
with the societies of Manchester, good bad or indifferent, or 
has any person within the four seas come to swear that any 
such correspondence existed ? so that you are desired to be- 
lieve upon Mr. Dunn's single declaration that gentlemen of 
the description I am representing, without any end or object, 
or concert with others^ were resolved to put their lives in- 
to the hands of any miscreant who might be disposed to swear 
them away, by holding public meetings of conspiracy with 
open doors and in the presence of all mankind, liable to be 
handed over to justice every moment of their lives, since 
" every tap at the door might have introduced a constable as 
. readily as a member ; and, to finish the absurdity, these gen- 
tlemen are made to disc<Hirse in a manner that would disgrace 
the lowest andjnost uninformed classes of the community. 

Let us next sec what interest Mr. Walker has in the pro- 
posed invasion of this peaceable country : Has Mr. Law 
proved that Mr. Walker had any reason to expect protec- 
tion from the French from any secret ^ correspondence or 
communication more than you or I have, or that he had 
prepared any means of resisting the troops of this country ? 
how was he to have welcomed these strangers into our 
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•land? what with this dozen of fusty mi^skets, or with 
those conspirators whom he exercised ? but who arc they ? 
they are it seems "to the jurors unknown," as my learned 
friend has called them who drew this indictment , and he 
might have added who will ever remain unknown tothtm;^^ 
but has Mr. Walker nothing to lose like other men who 
dread an invasion ? He has long had the acquaintance and 
friendship of some of the best men in this kingdom, who 
would be destroyed if such an invasion should take place. 
. — Has he like other men no ties of a nearer description P 
Alas, gentlemen! I feel at this moment that he has many: 
Mr. D.unn told you that I was with Mr, Walker at Man- 
chester, and it enables me to say of my own knowledge 
that it is impossible he should have had the designs im- 
puted to him. I have b^en under his roof where I have 
seen him the husband of an amiable and affectionate woman, 
and the happy parent of six engaging children; and it 
hurts me not a little to think what thqy must feel at this 
moment : before prosecutidns are set on foot, those things 
ought to be considered ; we ought not- like the fool in the 
proverbs to scatter fire-brands and death, and say, ^^ Atai \ 
** not in sport?" Could we look at this moment Into the 
• dwelling of this unfortunate gentleman, ftr so I xnust call 
him9 I am persuaded it would distress us ; they cannot but 
be unhappy ; they have seen prosecutions equally unjust 
as even this is, attended with a success of equal injustice, 
and' we have seen those proceedings, I am afraid by those 
w^ho are at the bottom ot this indictment, put forward for 
your imitation. I saw to my astonishment at Preston, where 
as a traveller I called for a newspaper, that this immaculate 
society (the Manchester Church and King Club) had a 
meeting lately and had published to the wo^ld the toasts 
and sentiments which they drank ; some of theni I like, 
^ome of them deserve reprobation : " The Church ana 
'" King;*' very well, '*The Queen and Royal Family.;'* 
be it so. " The Duke of York and the army ;" lie it so. But 
' what do you think came next ? i . . 

(Here Mr.Jfustiu Heath interrupted Mr. Er shine by saying 
we are not to go into this of which. you cannot give evidence J, 

Mr, Erskine, I don't know what effect these publications 
may have upon the administration of justice; why drink 
*' the Lord Advocate and the Court of Justiciary in Scotland j** 
just when your Lordship is called upon to administer Eng< 
lish justice ; if I had seen the King and his judges upon the 
northern circuit pid>lished as a toast — — 

Mr. ]u%tice Heath, You know you cannot give this in 
evidence. . v -^ 

Mr. Erskine. Gentlemen, considering the situation. 4n 
which my clients st^nd at this moment I expressed the idea 
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Whi^h occured to me and which I thought it right not to 
suppress, but let it pass; this is not the, moment for contro- 
versy ; it is my interest to submit to any course his Lordshi{f 
may think proper to dictate; the evidence is xpore than enough 
for my purpose ; so mainly improbable, so Contrary to eve- 
ry thing in the course of human affairs, that I know you 
would reject it even if it stood unanswered; what then will 
you say when I shall prove to you by the oatihs of the vari- 
ous persons who attended these societies, that no propositions 
of the sort insinuated by this witness ever existed ; that no 
hint directly or indirectly of any illegal tendency was ever 
whispered ; that their real objects were just what were openly 
professed^ be they ri^ht or wrong, be they wise or mistaken, 
nxrxtcly ^r^offiuUion m the constitution oj the House oj Commons^ 
which my learne<^ frieuid admitted they had a right by con- 
stitutional means to promote ; this was their object^ thoy 
neither desired to touch the King's authority iU>r the exist- 
ence or privileges of the House of Lords ; but they wished 
that those numerous classes of the community who, (by the 
law as it now stands,) are secluded from any share in the. 
choice of members to the parliament, should have an equal 
right with others, in concerns where their interests are equal. 
Gentletnen, this very county furnishes a familiar instance ; 
there are I believe at least thirty thousand freeholders in Lan- 
cashire, each of whom has a vote for two members of pajrlifi- 
ment;and there are two boroughs within it, (if I mistake not) 
Clithero and Newton, containing a handful of men -who are 
at the beck of ttoo individuals j yet these two little places 
send for themselves, or rather for these two persons two mem- 
bers each, which makes four against the whole power and 
interest of this county in parliament, touching any measure 
how deeply soever it may concern their prosperity ; can 
there then be any offence in meeting together to consider of 
a representation to parliament,, suggesting the wisdom of aU 
teration and amendment in such a system P 

Mr* Justice Heath. There can be no doubt but thai a pe- 
tition to parliament jor rejdrm or any thing else can be tea 
offence^ 

Mr. Erskine, Gentlemen, I expected thisinterruption from 
the learning of the Judge ; certainly it can be no offence and 
conse<^uentTy my clients can be no offenders. ' 

Having |io>v exposed the weak nessof Dunn's evidence from 
itrown intrinsic defects, and from the positive contradiction 
every part of it is to receive from many witnesses, I shall cop- 
elude with the still more positive and unequivocal contradicr 
tibn which the whole or it has received trom Dunn him^self 
-r-^You may remember that I repeatedly asked him whether he 
had no| confessed that the whole he had afwdrn to-day was 
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Utterly false; whether he had not confessed it to be so with 
tears of contrition, and whether he had not kneels down 
'before Mr. Walker to implore his forgiveness. My leairn- 
ed friend knowing that this would be proved upon him, 
made a shrewd and artful observation to avoid the effects of 
it ; he said that such things had fallen often under the "ob- 
servation of the court upon the circuit, where witnesses 
had been drawn into similar shares by artful people to inva- 
lidate their testimony ; this may be true, but the answer to 
its application is, that not only the witness himself has 
positively denied that any such snare was laid for him, but 
the witnesses I have to c^l both in respect of number and 
credit will put a total end to such a suggestion ; if I had in- 
deed but one witness, my friend the Attorney General might 
undoubtedly put it to you in reply whether his or mine 
was to be believed ; but I will call to you, not one hut fottr 
crjtve; or, if necessary, six zvitnesses above all suspicion, 
in whose presence Dunn voluntarily confessed the false- 
hood of his testimony, and with tears of apparent repentance 
effered to make any reparation to these injured and unfortu- 
nate defendants \ this I pledge myself to prove tp your sa- 
tisfaction. 

Gentlemen, the object of all public trial and punishment is 
the security of mankind in social life; we are not assembled 
here for the purposes of vengeance, but. for the ends of jus- 
tice; to give that tranquility to human life which is the scope 
of all government and law ;,you will therefore take, carq how 
in the very administration of justice, you disappoint that 
which is the very foundatidn of its institution ;. you will 
take care that in the very moment yoU are trying a man as 
a disturber of the public h?ppin^s, you do not violate the 
rules which alone secure to us all our ha{>pine;ss as private 
men, to secure which we alone form a public. 

The last evidence I have been stating ought by itself to 
put an instant end to this cause; I remember a case very lately 
which was so brought to its conclusion, where upon a trial 
for perjury of a witness who had sworn against the captain 
of a vessel in the African trade, it appeared- that Che wit- 
nesses who swore to the perjury against the defendants, 
had themselves made deliberate aeclarations whicff materi- 
ally clashed with the testimony they were giving ; Lord 
Kenyon who tried the cause, would after this proceed no 
further, and asked me, who was of counsel for tne prosecu- 
tion, whether I would urge it further, saying emphatically, 
what I hope every Judg^ under similar circumstances will 
think it his duty to say also, " No man ought or can be 
♦' convicted in England, unless the Judge and the Jury have 
** a Arm assurance that innocence cannot by any possibility 
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*'bc the victim of conviction and sentence," And how 
can the Jury or his Lordship have that assurance here, when 
the only source of it is brought into such serious doubt 
and question ? Upon the whole then I cannot help hoping 
that my friend the Attorney General when Jie shall hear my 
proofs, will feel that a prosecution like this ought not to be 
offered for the seal and sanction of your verdict ; unjust 
prosecutions lead to the ruin of all governments ; for whoever^ 
will look back to the history ojthe world in general^ and of our 
own particular country^ zvill be convinced^ that exactly in prO' 
portion as prosecutions have been cruel and oppressive^ and 
maintained by inadequate and unrijfhtecus evidence^ in the same 
proportion and by the same means^ their authors have been de- 
stroyed instead of being supported by them; as often as the 
principles of our ancient laws have been departed from in weak 
and wicked tiTnes, as often the governments that have violated 
them have Men suddenly crumbled into dust j and therefitre 
wishing^ as I most sincerely do, the preservation and prosperity 
of our happy constitution,, I desire to enter my protest against 
Its being supported by means that are likely to destroy its vio- 
lent proceedings bring on the bitterness of retaliation unttt 
all justice and moderation are trampled down and subvert- 
ed ; witness those sanguinary prosecutions previous to the 
awiful period in the last centuxy, when Charles the First 
fell : that unfortunate prince lived to lament those vindic- 
tive judgments by which his impolitic, infatuated followers 
imagined they were supporting his throne : he lived to see 
how they destroyed it ; his thVone, undermined by vio- 
lence, sunk under him, and those who shook it were guilty 
in their turn ; such is the natural order of ii^justice, not of 
similar but of worse and more violent wrongs; witness the fate 
of the unhappy Earl of Strafford, who, when he could not be 
reached by the ordinary laws, w^s impeached in the House 
of Commons, and who when still, beyond the consequences 
of that judicial proceeding, was at last destroyed iy 
the arbitrary wicked mandate of the legislature, James 
the Second lived 'to ask assistance in the hour of his own' 
distress, from those whom lie had cut off from the means of 
ffiving it ; he lived to ask support from the Earl of Bed- 
ford after his son the unfortunate Lord Russell had fallen 
under the axe of injustice ; " I once had a son," said that 
noble person, " who could have served your Majesty upon 
this occasion," but there, was then none to assist him. 

I cannot possibly tell how others feel upon these subjects, 
but I do know how it is their interest to feel concerning 
them ; we ought to be persuaded that the only way by which go- 
vernment can be honourably or safely supported, is by cultivating 
thtlcve and affection of the people: by shewing them the value 
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oj the conHituiion by iUprottcttQn 2 by making them understand 
Its principles by the practical btnejits derivcdfrom them^ and above 
all, by letting tkemjeel their security in the administration of law 
and justice : what is it in the present stated of that ^unhappy 
kingdom, the contagion of which fills us with such alarm, 
that is the just object of terror ? What, but that accusa* 
tion and conviction are the same, and that a false yrit- 
ne«s or power without eyi^eoce is a warrant for death ? 
not ao here; — long may the countries differ! and I am ask-, 
ing nothing more, than that you should decide according to 
our own wholesome rules, by which our government was 
established, and by which it nas been ever protected. Put 
yourselves^ gentlemen, in the place of the defen4ants, and let 
me ask if you were brought before your country upon a 
charge supported by no other evidence than that which you 
have heard to-day, and encountered by that which I have 
stated to you, what would you say, or your children after 
you, if you were touched in your- persons or your properties 
by a conviction p^-^may you never be put to Such reflections 
nor the country to such disgrace ! The best service we can 
render to the public is that we should live- like one hanno^ 
nious family, that we should banish all animosities, jealou- 
sies, and suspicions of one another,'and that living under the 
protection of a mild ;and impartial justice, we should endea-t 
vour, with one heart, according to our best judgments, to 
advance the freedom and maintain the security of Great 
Britain. 

Gentlemen, I will trouble you no further ; I am afraid 
indeed I have too long trespassed on your patience, ( will 
therefore proceed to call my witnesses. 
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EVIDENCE FOR THE DEFENDANTS. 

Mr, George Wakefield (sworn). 

Examined by Mr. Serjeant Cockell. 

(L You axe a merctaxxt in Manchester I understands 
' A, I have been. 

^ Do you jemembcr the tknp of the riots when Mr. 
Walker's house was attacked? 

A' I do. 

^ After that night do you know whether the constitu- 
tional society which had been formed in Manchester, met > 
at Mr; Walker's? 

A. Yes. 

^ Was you a member of that society ? 

A, I was« 

Q, What was the object of that sq^iety ? 

4* A parliainentary reform. 

^ How happened it that after thjtt time the meetings 
were held at Mr. Walker's ? ' 

A. I don't know particularly 4 some of the public houses 
had refused to let us have a room any longer. 

^ However in point of fact the meetings then were held 
at Mr. Walker's? 

A, They wecf;. 

A* We l^ve heard of the time of the riots, you will speak 
to the day as nearly as you rem.ember ? 

A, I believe it was on Tuesday the iitH of December.' 

£• Mow often 4^d the society meet? 

A, Once a week or once a fortnight, I declare I do not 
recoUect which. v / ". 

2' ^^^ yo^ ever attend those meetings ? ^' 

A. Pretty rcguJajdy. ^ 

J^ Haw lo^g did you continue t6 attend them? 

A, Till nearly the last meeting I believe, which was 
sonae time in the spring of last year. 

(I, Was there a free admission to any person who might 
choose to coBoic ? ' 

A. Not that I know of. 

£.' To me)nbiers of jthe society ? 

A, There was. 

(I4 We have hc^rd that n^ea exercised with anna in the 
warehouse were drilled in the use of ^rms ; is that true ? 

A. Ndt that i know of; 

g. Did you ever see such a thing ? 

A^ .Ni>;. 

' H g. In 
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12* ^^ what part of Mr. Walker's house were the meet- 
ings held ? 

A, In the upper room in the warehouse. 

^ What passed at thos^ meetings ? 

A, The different businesses respecting the society. 

g. Was the King damned? 

Mr. Law, You must not put that. 

Mr. Serjeant CocktlL Tell us what was said about tho 
King. 

-^. I do not recollect hearing any thing said about the 
King. 

(l» Did you ever hear ai>y thing said about overthrow- 

l the constitution by means of arms or otherwise? 

A, I never heard any such thing. 

(J. Was any thing said about inviting the French to in- 
vade the kingdoip ? 

A. No. 

2- Did you ^ver hear any ^hing of the sort ? 

A, No, not a syllabic. 

l2« If men had been drilled in the use of fire-arms, must 
*you not have seen it ? 

A. I must, . , 

(2* I^i<^ y®^ ^ver see any ? 

A. No. 

^ Evqr hear of any ? 

A. No. 

(2- If any persons had been drilled in arms fpr the pur-» 

Eose of offence, or destroying the government, would you 
ave continued a member of that society ? 

A^ No, not a moment. 

g. ]Did you ever hear any thing saiid about inviting an 
invasion from France? 

Mr. Law, Ask what did pas5 there when this man was 
present. 

Mr. Serjeant Cockell, 1 have no wish to lead. 

Mr. Erskinc, I should be sorry to ofFer any testimony 
ihat is hot in the ordinary course, but when a witness 
comes to contradict to a particular point, how can We act 
any other way ? ^ L 

Mr. Justice Heath, He has said, no mention was made of 
any invasion. 

Mr. Serjeant Cockell. What was the sole object of your 
jneeting? 

A, As far ?s I understood it, a parliamentaryr refornu 

£• Was there any act done at your meeting to your 
knowledge that was directed otherwise than to that end? 

^. No. ^ \ ' ..... 

(^9 Pid you at any time^ or any person in your hearing. 
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in that room, say or do any thing to overturn the govern- 
ment of the country ? 

A, No, never, 

gk What was the reform that you Sought, and by what 
mearii? 

A. That is a point upon which few people are agreed; 
but It w^s a parliamentary^ reform, 

g. By means of nienacing government ? 

A^ Noi 

g- Inviting a foreign enemy ? 

^. No. 

^ Was it in any other tvay than such means as you sup- 
pose the law to all<>W ? 

A, No, by no other means, than what we apprehend to 
be constitutibhiil, nothing but what the law allows. 

Mr, Urskine, The witness has said it was to be done by 
no other means than what in his apprehensions the law al- 
lowed ; we can g6 no further if we wefe to stay here a 
month. ^ 

Mr, Serjeant CocktU. You attended pretty constantly you 
have said, Wiiat have you heard Mr. Walker say at any 
time? ' 

Mr. Justice Heath, You may ask him, did he hear Mr, 
Walker say any thing about the King. 

Mr, Serjeant Cockdl, What number of men might there 
be generally ? 

A. Sometimes more, and sometimes less ; I have §ej:n 
twenty in the society^ and I have seen more, the .numbers 
differing at di|ferent times* • , 

g. Did you ever see any men exercised in the use of 
arms ? 

A. No. 

^ Did you ever heat any thing of the sort mentioned? 

A, No, if 1 had, merely to learn the use of arms, I should 
have been one myself probably, but I never heard any thing 
of it. 

^ Did you ever hear Paul or any other person say that 
he knew there would be a revolt from Ireland? 

A, I do not recollect any such thihg. 

J^ Did you ever hear any one say if we had a revolt, it 
would be through the Irish ? 

A. No. 

^ Did you ever hear any one* say they had sent a depu- 
ty to Ireland as a King, and damn him and all kings? 

^. No. 

g. Could any such expressions have been made U5C of 
without your hearing of them ? 

A, No, I am sure there could not, 

£. Did you ever hear Mr. Walker damn the King? 

W.No. 
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A. No. 

2- At any time ? 

^. No. 

^ Did you ever he?ir it said either by Mr. Walker or 
any other person, that Mr. Yorke was going through the 
three kingdoms to know the aid that there might be for 
the French? 
* A. No. 

Mr. Law, Was you there when Mr. Yorke was by ? 

Mr. Serjeant Cockell, Dunn said, there were every night 
conversations about the King. 

Mr. IValker, Did you ever hear me say any thing unbe- 
coming an honest man and a good citizen ? 

Mr. Law, We canilot ^k that. 

Mr. Serjeant CockcU, Do you remember the time when 
Mr. Yorke was in the chciir? 

A, I do not recollect that { was there at tluit time* 

g. Did you use to skvJk in privately and secretly? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you go in.alw^tys the same way? 

A, I cannot say w:hpth<Qr I did at all time^, I w.ent ii| at 
different doors ; 1 was not going about any thing I was 
ashamed of. 

Mi". George WaUJieU. 
Cross-exan!iined by Mr. Law, 

i2» You arc or was partner with Mr. Grant. 

A. Yes. 

^ He is a brother-in-law of Mr. Walker? 

A. Ves. 

g. Have you attended at most of tjiose meetings? 

A, At many of them. 

^ Did you see Dunn there at any of them ? 

A, I don't remember that I ever did. 

Ij. Not at any ? 

A, I believe he was not a member of the same sopicty. 

g. Are you of the Reformation Society ? 

A, No; of the Constitutional Society. , 

g. Did that society meet at the house of Mr. Walker ? 

A, Yes. 

(I, They met on different nights, did they? 

A, I believe so ; 1 was not a member of any other 
society. 

g. Whether you saw Mr. Yorke at that meeting that 
you attended? 

A, I do not recollect seeii[ig him there at all. 

g. Do you know him ? 

A, I do. not know him? 

^ How 
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(2* How came you to have.no doiibt you ksd seen Kim 
more than once ? ..'..*.* 

A^ I do not recollect I said any such thing. . ^ ' 
^ I took you down that Yorkd was by, '• • ' ' 

A, I did not say so. ' " 

,^ You don't know whether Yorkc was present at any 
meeting? ^ . . • 

A. I believe he was present ^t a meetings but ' i do not 
recollect being there when he was. 

Mr. Justice Htath. It was a differesit society. ' 

Mr. Er skints They met in the same room ^ at the same 
time^ .•'•••..•{.. I ^ 

Mr^ Law, Da you mean to say the Reformation So<eiety 
and the Constitutional Society met at the same place and 
time under the roof of Mr. Walker?' •• ' ' ' "' / 

'y4. Yes, occasionally ; I have seen the Reform^ion So- 
ciety tb^r^ at the same time, and in the sam^e Kxiin. - • 

^ As you resorted there frequently, and .the Societies 
frequently met there, if this man had gone to Mr. Walker's,' 
you might probably nave ««fn hlnn ? .. : :: 

A, ProbaDly I might. V 

g. Is his person familiar with you? 

A» I saw nim this morning. 

(I. You do not recellect h^m? 

A, 1 do not. 

g. What time ei the year did you dtt^nd at thwo meet- 
ings? 

A. Almost all the year. 

Ij. From September up to June ? 

^. I do not recollect particularly. 

^ Do you recollect the time when Yorkc Vras at Man- 
chester? 

A. No. 

(2. Whether you have not declared you was present when 
Mr. Yorke was at oneof the!»e tneetiiigs? 

A. No. 

g. Have you not so said in this court ? 

-^. If you have taken it down so, you have taken it down 
wrong ; i do not know hin^. 

g. Mr. Thomas Walker you have seen of course there? 

A. Y^s. 

P. Mr. Cheetham? 

A.\^%. 

(J. Mr. Jackson? v 

A. Yes, 
^ Pearsall? 

[. I do not know him; I may know his person. 
C* M' Galium and Smith ? 

A. I 
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g. Where did you gd ii^xt ? 
. A^ To thc^house of William Gorse in Newton-street. 

Q. Is that a private or a public house ? 

A^ A private house. 

^. You knbw Mr. Walker, Mr, Collier, ati4 Mr. P^ul;? 

A, I do. 

g. Do you know whether they at artiy time received any 
invitation to attend the meeting of your society ? ' 

A. I cattti6t say 1 do. 
' Q,' When did you first see them present at your society ? 

A. I never saw them before the loth of Decexxvher at 
Oorse's. 

J^ What did you understand them to be ? 

A. Members of the Constitutional Society ; I beiieVe 
Mr. Cheetham was there but I am not confident, the other 
three were there aft that time. 

Q, Do you know/what was the subject of the deliberation 
of thatparticular meeting? 

A^ Tne ^itkular subject of that ilieeting vas, thece was 
a public meeting called at the Bidl's-lwfltd the day foUowihg, 
to address his Majesty upon his second proclamatiotit ; i mo- 
tion vms made whether we should attend that nReting at the 
BulPs-head or not ; it was unanimously negatived. . . 

(2* ^^^ ^^* Walker tn^e any part or assign any reason > ' 

si. Mr. Walker aoid Mr. Paul sp%yke agjainst atten£in^ that 
meeting, and assigned their reasons!. 

Mr. Law, Does any of our evidence Idl id this?*— nye liave 
given no evidence, but of meetings in Mr. Walker's hmise ; 
they are giving evidetilce of meetings at another place, pro- 
bably for other purposes. 

Mr. EtsAini, I sh&tAd. have thought this too phdni {ot ar- 
gftxtieni.-^If my frkmd insists u&on his objection, we nauit 
be heard upon it ; the offence imputed to Mr. Wsflk^r is, 
that a few days after the nth of December, the "ivijOQess, 
ihnnm, fotmd him haramg»i'ng the R^orination Society in 
the seditious manner stated by the witness, speaking of the « 
King in the manner he has depjnsed to, and men esserctsing 
with arms in his presence. Is it -not cvisienoe, to shew that 
this very Reformation Society was instituted far iSther 
piYposes th»n ibdse tiwputed to it, and tha«t tjherc was no 
man who had been so counselled or received any 4uck id - 
^na^ions? 

Mr. Justice Heatk> I tliink it is wot evidence v^hat choy 
did three days before, because a man way express his loy- 
alty in one meeting, and if he has bad intentions he may 
go and act traitorously in another ; I do not say thst these 
defendants did, 1 enkly say ihis to'sisew that it is ibpt-evi- 
dencc. 
. . ' Mr. . 
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Mr* Erskine, Thouch we cannot prove what Mr. Walker 
said at this meeting, ror the reason your Lordship has beea 
pleslsed to assign, yet may we not pe permitted to prove 
that this Reformation Society, withini the knowledge of the 
witness j three days before that time, had no such objects? 

Mr. Justice Heath, I do not care what; object they had 
in meeting, people may meet very innocently, and procieed 
to criminal acts afterwards. 

Mr. ChambH, Was that meeting 6f the loth of Deeenu 
ber the last meeting you had in the house of Gorse? 

A, Yes. .^ 

^ What were the general purposes of the institution 
of that society ? 

Mr. Law. A question couched in words so general, I 
conceive cannot be put to a witness, they may examine as 
to facts, as to what was done and said, what measures were 
adopted by the people there-^the purposes and objects are 
matters ot the heart. 

Mr. Justice Heath, I think they may shew what is the 
declared purpose when people meet together. 

Mr, Erskine, We are going to • every, meeting where 
Dunn was, to shew that no such purposes as he states either 
were the avowed or the expressed oojects. 

Mr. Justice Htath, Take it up when Dunn came. 

Mr. Erskine, If he had stated the particular day on which 
he was at any meeting, we should not have troubled your 
Lordship with any other evidence. 

Mr. justice Heath, You fixed it by the day after the; 
attack upon Mr. Walker's house. 

Mr, Chambre, The loth of December you say was the 
last meeting you had at Gorse's house ; where did you re- 
move to \irhen you left Gorse's house? 

A, To Mr. Walker's warehouse. 

g. How did that happen, and what was the occasion of 
that removal? 

A, Some person expressed a wish in the Reformation 
Society — '- — ; 

Mr. Law. That I object to— you removed the society? 

Mr. Chambre, Was Mr, Walker applied to? , 

A, Some person said • ■ 

Mr. Law, Go to the first mectin^'a\ Mr. Walker's. 

g. When did you first meet at ^&. Wjdker^? 

A, On the iith of December. 

Qj, And from that time, as long as the society e/cisted, 
you continued to attcpd the meetings ? . 

A, I continued at,tending the meetings till the 25th of 
Nf arch, with very great strictness. 

Mr. Erskine, That comprehends the whole time that 

Dunn speaks to. 

I ft. After 



(■ S8 ) 

(I. After the 25th of March did you attend? 

A. I attended a few times after that, but cannot tclf h<:>\V 
many. 

2* ^"^ ^i^^ great regularity till the 25th of March ? 

A. Yes. 

l2« How long did you use to attend at a time, as near as 
you can recollect? 

A, It was the general rule to meet at seven, and the 
business of the meeting to begin at half past ; I was 
scarcely tver out of the meetings at the time the business • 
began. . 

^ Q. And did you stay till the conclusion, or near the 
conclusion ? 

A, I never, to my knowledge, went away before the con- 
clusion of the meeting. 

g. What were the^avowed purposes of this meeting? 
. A, To obtain a refoqn in parliament. 

g. Now during all this period of your attendance £here, 
did you ever hear Mr, Walker or any of the defendants in 
this indictment, propose any other than peaceable means 
of reform ? ' 

A, No, I never did. 

g. Did you ever hear them make use' of any expressions 
that had in your judgment any tendency to excite any 
body to acts of rebellion ? 

A, No, I did not. 

g. Was any mention made of an expected invasion of 
the French, and of any attempts^to assist them in that in- 
vasion ? 

A. No, there was not. 

jj. Did you ever hear any thing like it proposed at any 
time? 

A, No, I never did. 

0, Had that been the subject of your deliberations, or 
had such expressions been used by Mr. Walker, or any of 
the persons there— do you think you must not have hejrd 
them, and must not have remembered them ? 

A, lam certain any things of that sort could not have 
happened without my observation, I attended so strictly. 

2- Upon the 11th of December the riot happenea, I 
believe r % 

A. It did. f^ 

g. Was you in Mr. Walker's house at that time?- 

A, I was. 

2* What happened on the night of the 1 1 th ? 

A . About half past six o'clock I went from my house 
into the town ; -when I got into the marfcet-place, I saw 
several people throwing stones at the windows and doors 

* • • • of 
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of Messrs.^alkner and Birch's* shop in the Market-place t 
I went as soon as I saw what was going on there, to Mr. 
\Valker's,,and I was there till the rioters approached his 
house ; when they first approached it, I was up stairs in th^ 
warehouse; I very well recollect there came' somebody up 
and told Mr. Walker the rioters were before his house, and 
I well recollect he went down, but he was not long before 
he came up again, and said, they had only broke a few panes 
of the windows and were gone off again. 
. J2. Did any mischief happen that nighty the nth? 

A. They attacked the house four different times; I was 
up in the warehouse while it was attacked three times, be- 
fore 1 went down; but the fourth time 1 was in the house 
when it was attacked; it was attacked with very great vio- 
lence, s • ' 

(I, On that night were there any arms in the house that 
w^ere used for resisting this mob ? 

A, I saw no arms in the house, only a couple of blunder- 
busses, and I think I recollect something of a pistol, that 
was all I saw. ^ - * "^ 

^ Do you know whether any attempt was made on that 
night to obtain assistance from the civil pbwer, from the 
magistrates ; were you ptresexit at any requisition pf thatsortT 

iJ, Iwasnot.. ; ::■' ^ 

g. After the riot, to the 25th of March, did you attend' 
the meetings at Mf, Walker's? ' 

^- y^. . .^.v ; • • ■ ■ : • • •'■ , 

^ Did you see at any times any arms u^dat Mr. Walk-- 

er's house for any other purpose than to protect the house ^ 

A,. No, I never did. 

g. When did you see any arms there used for that pur-; 
pose? : , 

A, I never saw any arms but upon the 1 ith of December. 

g. W;as thci;e at any time, to your knowledge, any men 
exercised or instructed in the use of arms ? ■ 

.iiii^r No, there never were; -^ 

^ (2. Could such a thing possibly have existed atany of the- 
meetings, without your knowleoge? 1 : '. . ' 

A. No, it was impossible it should exist- without my 
kiiowledge ? ': . . . . • A -^ - 

0, Do you Jtnpw wijtat the arms were > that Mr. Walker' 
had in his house ? .* " 

A, I never saw aoy tfire arms, - except! these blanderbusses , 
and some swivels* ,i r '' . "• • * - 3 ' • 

g.I 

* Messrs. Falkner and Birch were ttaiiaonerft ii^ M;iiie|ief ter» and the 
&ole prpprietors and publishers of the Manchester Herald. 
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(I. I believe you donH know in what way Mr. Walker 
became possessed of these swivels? 

J. No. 

H, But whatever the arms were, were they- ever brought 
out or used for the purpose of exercise, or any other purpose, 
to yoUr knowledge, except on the iith of Decetnber? 

ji» They were not, 

(2,. This you are perfectly certain of, that there never was 
any training or exercising of men there ? 

A, There n^ver.was. 

2. Did you ever hear Mr. Walker, or any body else be-^ 
ponging to the society, declare a purpose of that sort ? » 

A. No. 

2. Do you remember Dunn being at any of these meet? 
ings? 

A, I have seen Dunn there. 

(I, When he was attending there, when you saw hin>, 
can you take irpon you to say, that if any declarations of 
any purpose ox that sort haa been made, or if there had 
been any exercise of arms, you must have seen it and 
known it ? 

A. Yes. 

{^. If you had heard amongst the members of this soci- 
(;ty iiny proposition or intention to ajssistthe French in an 
invasion, would you have continued a mentber of that 

.«i^piety? ^ ' '. ■' ■ 

A, No, I certainly would not. ' ' 

(2- Were you present at the timfe when a person who ha| 
befen named, a Mr. Yorkc, was at themeetmg? . 

A» Yes, I waa« 

Q. Do you know whether he. attendiftd otie or more 
jntQctinig<s ? 

A» I never saw him there but once ? 
ig. Did lie: take the chair? 

: A* TJ»ere was no. person in the thai r that night to my 
knowledge. . j . . j 

g. Did Mr. Yorke talk any thiTig »f visiting the three 
kingdoms, to sec .whether there Syerei persons that wpul4 
assist the French in case of an inyastdn? 

A. NQ,.bedid.«ol* ^ ^ , " 

Q, Did he speak any thing of an invasion of the F^encJ^ 
with fifty thbusahd,. or any other ^number of men ?. 

A. He did not. -- 

Q. Did he <ixprdss' any purptfse cir(^i&h in any way 
whatever to assist ^hem in any of the fh^ee kingdoms? - 

^A. He did not. 

£. If he had made anv public declaratiofi of that $ort, 
are you cert*itt VoU must feyc hfeard hiiti? 

A» Yes. George 



George Clark, 

Cross-examined by Mr. Wood, 

g. You continuecl to meet pretty constantly from De- 
cember till the 25th of March, did you? 
A, Yes, 

g. You met every night, once a week ? 
A, I missed two nights. 

g. Had you a chairman at every time of your meeting ? 
A, We did not vote a chairman cvpry night, 
g. How happened that ? 
Af Sometimes we had no business to do. 
g. How came you to meet so often as once a week ? 
Ap We met Co discourse on our own business, toxliscourse 
on politipal matters, 

g. You discoursed on political matters^ from half past 
seven till nine, and then went away ? 

A, Yes, we generally broke up about that time, 
g. You never read any thing, I suppose ? : .. 
A. I never heard but. very lew things read^ 
g. There were some; few thipgs read,. were there? 
A, Yes, I have heard ^ letter or two wad, and I ;hear4 
an excellent piece that came from Sheffield, signed '^ A Re« 
foraier," read*^ 

g. You never heard any thing else read ? 
A. Not to my knowledge. 

g. You mean to swear you never heard any thing els« 
read? . 

A, No, nothing but that and letters, 
g. You had a good many letters ? 
A, No, very few. 
" g- Who produced those letters? did you all. produce 
letters? 

A. We had no letter, upless it came from Sheffield, or 
some other society. 

g. How many societies did you correspond with? 
A^ That I cannot telU 

g. Did you ever come to any resolutions in writing at 
your meetings ? 

A^ We had general rules that werp read every night of 
ourinee;ing, . 

g. Did you come to any resolution* at your meetings? 
A. Yes. 

Mr. Erskine, You shall have them all read. 
^' IVIr; /.Aft;. How can you make them evidence ? 

^ See the Appendix, No. ^* 
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Mr. Wood, Who kept your resolutions? 
A, The secretary. 
2, Who w^s he ? 

A. John Chcetham was secretary one part of the time. 
Q, Who was secretary the other part of the tjimc^? 
A. John Stacey and George M' Galium. 
" Q, Where is George M*" Galium ? 
"A, I cannot tell. , . . 

2- Is not he gone to Americk? 
A. I do not know, 

George Clark, . ' 

Re-examined by Mr. Chambre, 

Q.. Did you ever' at any time see Mr. Walker, 'or any 
other defendant, do any one act that wa^ inconsistent with 
ihc duty of a peaceable citizen ?" ' - 

^. No. . . .• ' 

Mr. Laxo^ Does ftiut Lordship think it is proper to put 
such a auestiori? 

Mr. Lrskini: Mr; Walker is indicted before your Lord- 
ship and his country, for having • confederated ani con- 
spired with- the other defendants, and others unknown, to 
overthrow by force the constitution of this kingdom. The 
evidence is, that this confederacy and conspiracy existed 
and was brought into overt act, at meetings, at every one* of 
which this worthy man was present. 1 say I -have a right 
in defence of my clients, and till his Lordship rules the 
contrary, I will insist upon that right, that this witness 
shall say, whether at any of these timfcs, he ever heard Mr. 
Walker utter any word, or speak inconsistent with the diity 
of a good subject. 

Mr. Lazo, Then I object to that, 

Mr. Erskine, Good God! where am \ ? am I in -a Bntish 
court of justice ? how is a man to defend himself umler such 
a charge ? how are my clients to be exculpated ? 

Mr. Xaw. By legal evidence. -J 

Mr. Justice Heaths I think that question is admissible 
emougn, ' 

Mr. Chambre. Did you at any one of those meetings sec' 
Mr. Walker, Mr. Jackson, Ml:. Paul, or any of ^ those per-' 
sons that are now indicted, do any one sict inconsistent with 
the character of a peaceable subject P ' * 

A. No: I have often heard Mr. Walker^ — > -* • 

Mr, Justice -Hic^tf A. That is irregular. 

Mr. Erskiru. Your Lordship knows the constitikion of 
the country gives me no opportunity of addressing myself 



( 63 ) 

to any other court for any revision, and therefore I have a 
better title to be heard; I will prove that Mr. Walker made 
use of expressions there of a direct contrary tendency, 

Mr. Justice Heath, You should have examined to that in 
chief ; you are coming to particulars now upon a re-exa- 
mination. 

Mr. Erskine, It arises upon Mr. Wood's cross-examina- 
tion. I am glad to hear that we have your Lordship's au- 
thority to examine in chief to it ; we have a great many 
more witnesses to examine. 

Mr. Justice Heath, If you have a mind^ ask that general 
question.. . . .- 

Mi". Law, It is a- complex question, embracing the wit- 
nesses idea of what may become an honest man, pointing at 
no particular^fact or expression, which any man may answer 
according to his vague ideas of propriety. 

Mr. Erskine, When a man is inaictea for exciting sedi- 
tion and rebellion, is it not evidence to shew that he held 
a language directly repugnant to any such idea ? If he had 
said, God bless the King, would not that be evidence? 

Mr^ Justice. Heathy If it was at that meeting. 

Mr. Law, If it goes to the whole tenor of his conduct; 
but a man shall not be justified by saying, God bless the King, 
in the street, when he has been damning him in his house. 

Mr. Justice Heath, Ask him to their general declara- 
tions. 

Mr.* Chambte, At those meetings, whep Mr. Walker was 
present, did you hear him say or do any thing that had a 
tendency to aisturb the peace of the kingdom ; I am exa- 
mining to the meetings of the Reformation Society between 
the 1 ith of December and the 25th of March? 

A, When Mr. Walker came to our meetings he generally 
addressed us to attend to peace and good order. 

g. Did you, or did you not hear Mr. Walker say any 
thing inconsistent with peace and good order, or any thing 
against the King and his government, or any thing that 
tended to subvert it — or say any thing to excite people. to 
take up arms against the King, or to ae"stroy the constitu- 
tion? 

A, I never did in my life. 

Mr. Erskine, Whether the witness has not a right to go 
on and say, but on the contrary he said so and so, am t not 
at liberty to ask that ? ' 

Mr. Justice Heath, Not in this stage. 

One of the Jury, What is the height of the warehouse in 
which you used to meet ? 

A, I pever took notice how high it 'was, how many pair 
of stairs up. / 

g. The 
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- gi The height of the room from the floor to the ceiling? 
Mr, Erskint^ We will give evidence of that. 

jfamcs Lomax (sworn). 
Examined by Mr. Lloyd', 

g. Where do you live ?' 

A. In Salford. 

ig. Are you a member of arty of these societies? 

A» Yes, the Reformation Society. 

2. When did you become a member of that society ? 

A* The first night !• met, was the Monday night after 
Mr. Walker was so ill used at the riots in Manchester— « 
the 17th of December I think, and I entered about three 
nights after ; we met every Monday night. 

(li Did you often attena the societies ? 

A, Yes, I think I did not miss above once, till the latter 
end of March, or the beginning of April, for there were 
some resolutions signed^ that were put into the last paper 
Mr. Falkner printed ; I believe I did not miss but one 
night ; that was somewhere towards February, but I anii^ 
not certain which night it was. 

£. At what time did you generally go to the meeting ? 

A. About seven o'clock ; the last Monday in the month 
"Was my box night, I either then went at eight, or at seven 
and leit the place at eight. 

j2. How long did you. stay ?. 

A, I generally staid till the end, till they Were all going, 
and I saw nothing else likely to be done. 

2« What was the avowed object of this society ? 

A, To gain a reform in parliament. 

l2. Do you know Dunn by sight ? 

A, Yes. 
• (2. Did you ever see him there? 

A, Yes, and one night he and I were a good deal together;,. 
I recollected him when I saw him to-day : I have never seen ' 
hiih since. 

g. You have seen Mr. Walker there ? 

A. Yes. 

(J. Have you ever heard Mr. Walker damn the King? - 

A. No. 
^ (2* Di4 you ever see any persons exercise with arms 
there ? 

A. No. 

(2. Did you ever see any firelocks there ? 

A, . No ; only the first night I went, I stopped fey the 
desire of Mr. Walker that night, for he expected another 

riot; 
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riot; they broke one of bis windows, we went out,, and 
whether Mr. Walker had a pistol in his hand w^en we went 
out to find the person, or not, I cannot tell; I saw nothing 
except in his warehouse, there were six pieces of some sort, 
but not firelocks. 

(J. What do you call them ? what length are they ? 

A, About this length (^describing tkcm to bt about eighteen 
inches long J, 

(?. You never saw any "person exercising there with fire- 
locks? 

A. Never. 

(2< Did you ever hear any recommendation of beginning 
to exercise ? 

^. No. \ 

j^. If there had been such in the society, you must have 
^en it ? 

A, Yes, and I would have scorned to have tarried in it. 

£. Did you ever hear Mr, Walker, or any other, say they 
would overthrow the constitution ? 

A, I never did, 

l2- Would you have stayed in the society if such a pro- 
posal had been made ? 

A. I do not believe I should one moment. 

2. Did you ever hear Mr. Walker or the others who 
were there, say or do any thing inconsistent with the* duty 
of good subjects ? 

A. No ; I have heard Mr. Walker many times advise us 
to be peaceable, and say many times he had no doubt we 
should be peaceable : I never saw any thing in that society 
that they need to be ashamed of either before God or man. 

(J. Did you ever hear them talk of exciting the people to 
sedition or rebellion p 

A. No. 

(I. Or exciting the people to take up arms? 

A. No. 

S. Did you ever hear them talk of assisting the French? 
. I never did. 
g. If you had Jieard them talk of assisting the French 
would you have stayed with them ? 

A. No; my principles are those that I would neither have 
war offensive nor defensive; 
£• Do you know Mr. Collier? 
A. I believe I do ; he is a tall man. 
(J. Do you know what religion he is qf ? 
A, A Quaker. 

g. Have you heard him swear often? 
A» No, I never did in my life. 

K yamts 
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j^amts Lomax» 
Cross-examined by Mr. Topping. 

il. Where do you live ? 

A, In Salford. ^ 

2,* What business arc you ? 

j%. A weaver, 

(I. You had attended tliese meetings then before you 
became a membcj" ? 

A, Yes, I think it .was the third night, but I cannot be 
positive. 

12* Then people were admitted to attend these nieetings 
who were not actually members ? 

A. I never saw any denied; I have taken a man twice 
myself. 

jg. They were admitted to these meetings, although they 
were not members ? 

A. Yes. 

(I, Before you became a member you was admitted^ alkd 
after you became a member yoa took people with you? . 

A, I took one man with me that had a desire to go. 

Q, Upon the 17th of December you became a member? 

4. No. f r 

(I, You said you went on the i7thjaod went befjCHre you 
became a member? 

A, No, I never attended till the 17th of December. . 

g. When did you become a member? 

A, I believe it was the third night after. 

g. Did Mr, Walker ask you to become a member ? • 

A. No, I went of my own free will ; I don't know that 
any man asked tne. 

j2. Do you remember Paine's works being read there ? 

A, iNo, I never saw them there. , 

2- Did you hear them read ? • ^ 

A, I never did hear them read these. 

g. -Did you ever hear any part of Paine's>book read 
there? 

A. No. ' 

(2> Have not you, upon yotir oath, heard books r^ad 
there, which you understood to be Paine's books? 
« A. I never did. 

g. That you swear? 

A, I do; I have heard books, read I did not knpw 
whose they were ; if they had been Paine's, they would 
have mentioned that, I suppose? • - 

j2* You mean to say no books of Paine's were read 
there ? 

A. If 
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A, If it had been Paine's Rights of Man, I should have 
known that. 

2. Was it your kiiowledgc of the contents of that book 
that entitled you to be a member of this society ? 

A. No, 

2. Had you the knowledge of Paine's book before you 
became a member of this society, or after? 

A. Before, I believe, 

(2- Upon your oath, have you never heard Jackson, one 
of the defendants, read Paine's Rights of Man t)«tre?' 

A, No, I never have that 1 know of. 

t^. Vou say you knoW«Paine's Rights of Man perfectly 
well? 

A. Yes. * ' 

(J, Will you venture to swear that you never heard 
Jacksoo read any part of that book there ? - 

A, I never have as I know of. 

2. Don't you know ? 

A. He has read books, 

2« Has he read books repeatedly at these meetings ? s. 

A» I only heard one or two read, and those were ab- 
stracts. 

2, Were they not abstracts out of Paine's Rights of 
Man? 

A% They were not. 

g. What was the subject he was reading about to you f 

A. There was one book, I remember, that came from 
London, concerning the unequal representation of the peo- 
ple, that came from the Friends of the People. 

Mr. Topping, That Came from' the Friends of the People! 

Mr. Erskine, I presume it did, as I believe a oacket was 
transmitted from the Friends of the People to tne Consti- 
tutional Society in Manchester. I am a member of the 
Friefids of the People, and if you have any questions to ask 
relative to that society, sw6ar me, and I will answer 
them. . 

Mr. Topping, Who read that? 

A, Mr. Jackson. 

(^. Was he the general reader at the meeting? who read 
besides him? 

A, I have heard Mr. Walker read news-papers. 

(J. Sometimes h/Jj; Walker read, and sometimes Mr, 
Jackson? 

A, We had nothing else to pass our time av/ay with; and 
to see how public affairs were going on. 
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'v. 

jfawts Lovuix* 

m 

Re-examined by Mr. Lloyd* 

g. What ni^ht was it you saw Mr. Walker go out, and 
you suppose with a pistol ? 

A. It was on the 17th of December. 

fi« Were the riots then continued ? 

A, They broke one of Mr. Walker's windows that night. 

0. Yotf were not a member then? 

A. No. 

O. You went as a friend to d^end Mr. Walker's house ? 

A. I did. 

g. The book you heard read was, you say, the publica- 
tion by the Society of the Friends ot the reople m Lon- 
don? 

A. It was. 

jfamts Roberts (sworn). 
Examined by Mr. Vaughan. 

Q, Are you a member of the Reformation Society at Man- 
chester? ^ 

A. Yes. 

(I, How long have you been a member of that society? 

A, 1 entered, I believe, on the 31st of December I'l^z. 

(I, Have you regularly attended the meetings of that so- 
ciety? 

A^ I attended very regularly. 

g. From this time in December till what time ? 

A, Till the 10th day of June 1793. 

g. What was the. avowed object of the meetings of. this 
society? 

A. To obtain, by constitutional means, a fair and adequate 
representation of the people. 

g. Do you know Mr. Thomas Walker? 

A. Yes. 

g. Have you seen him at your Reformation Society ? 

A, Very frequently. 

g. Up to what: time did you see Mr. Walker there? 

A, Till the 29th day of April. 

Q, Have you seen Thomas Dunn there ? 

A, Yes, I have. 

j^. Have you been present -when Dunn was present ? 

A, Yes. 

(2. Did you at any of these times, when Thomas Dunn 
was present, s«e any exercising of men with arms? 

A» No, never, 

a. Or 
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g. Or at any other time, when Dunn was not there, did 
you see any exercising of men with arms ? 

A. Never, ... 

Qj. Did you.at any time hear anylangaage whatever from 
Mr, Thomas Walker, or any other persons, intiting the so- 
ciety to exercise with arms, for any purpose, and what ? 

A. No, I never saw them exercise with arms. 

j2. In what place did this Reformation Society meet ? 

A. In Mr. Thomas Walker's warehouse, 

g. Up slairs, or below stairs? 

A. Above stairs. ^ ' • ' 

12. Do you know the height of* this warehouse, from the 
floor t» the ceiling ? ... 

A. I do not. 

2. Did you ever hear from Mr. Thomas Walker, or any 
l)ther persons whatever, any language relativ* to cutting^ off 
the head of the' King, or any thing of a similar tendency i^ 

A. Never in my life. 

(J. Did you ever hear or see from ^ilr. Thonias' Walker, 
any language or conduct whatever, that tended to incite the 
people against the government, or to any ^simiki* purpose ? 

A. I never did. 

g. Did you ever sec in Mr. Thomas Walker j or any other 
persons whatever attending that society, arty conduct unbet 
coming honest men and good subjects r 

A. Never. 

g. Did you ever see any arms at any time in the warehodsd? 

A. Just after the riot I saw some pieces of cannon ; there 
w6re five or six. 

g. What sort of cannon were they, twenty-four or forty- 
eight pounders? 

A» I do not properly understand them. 

g. What length were they? 

A. About three quarters of a yard long. 

g. Did you ever see any musketry there? 

A, No, never but on the twelth of December. 

2- You never saw any musketry at any time during your 
attendance, but on the night of the riot, or thie night after ? 

A. No, that was one musket in Mr.. Walker's kitchen, • 

2* How often did you sec that? ' 

A, Never but once. * • 

jfamts Roberts. 

Cross-examined by Mr, Johnson, 

2. What are you ? • 
4« I am ill, a warehouse. 

2. Wnat 
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jg. "Wliattwd^areyou? 

A* I am in a wai^hoi^^iB. 

(l^ What are you ? > 

A, A watehQus^man. 

g. Who do. you live with ? ' 

A. M'Cissr^, )s[ichols aad Robeirts. 

g. Whoi«tro4ucpdyojLiiBtpthis..soci^y? 

;^> I wjts not iutroduc(ed by aJoy^persoq^ 

g. How cam^ you to g© thcw ? . 

y|. I went there the 12th of DcoBmbcr, the ^i,ght follow- 
ing the first ript. 
. ^, Weijcj^e Qjoifc riots thaa one? 

A. The mob met two days together. 

g. 1 asked who introduced you to this society; youi^id, 
Mo^ofdy. WJK^ did yom^o to it fixst ? ' 

.Auiht lAth ^f '. December was the fiiipt time I ^ent ^o 

g. When was the first time you w:cat to the 69Ci<tyr. 
.4L Th^.AptJtL'Of December, ; . . / • ^ 

Qj, Was ypu a meiabcr tHc»? ... 

4. No, I .did not hpcf>m^ a fiuBpber. until 4:hc jist oif De- 
cemben 
g. y<Hi said, j»5t /low, you .bwaaie a i^ember on the g^st 

fA January 179S? , ^ 

Mr. Serjeant CocktU, You have l»l?en him doWij wjrong, 

Mr. Johnson. What was your inducement io bpfrome a 
p^ember of thi^ Q^c^ormation &04ciety ? 

A. Tfcey wished a fair repr^sieii^ation ^f tb.p people in 
parliament. 
. jMt. Ju^ific /fifetf ^. Don't let us dnciuire ii;rto th^. 

Mr. i^rjAtn^. It is evidence for the defejidantsS, aifd if 
the gentlemen choose ijo arft it> I bav^ a right .to ^be. evi- 
dence. 

A. On the 1 2tli of Dccembera 9&. \ w^s at work, 4 saw a 
great concourse of people t^^K \x^ the Market-^pl^ce ; I 
thought thewj would be a riot in tjie eveBiBg-; I w<e4t put, 
w«QpU iflto^ke Phurfh-yard» apd w^ent to. Mr. Walkfir's 
ho^^ iiat : night } and I saw such coi^duct in Mr. Walkcar 
and tke people tba^ wcxe there, tb*t it made me determine 
to enter among them. 

Mr. Johnson^ You say you saw np ^xerqi^ing^ bfit you 
did see arms ? • ' 

A, I never saw any fire-arms, but one musket. 

g. Did you sec no other fire-arms? ' 

A, Yes, six pieces of cannon. . 

g. Were they large enough to cany a pound ball ? 

A. I cannot tell, I was never used to them, 

g. Did you sec any blunderbusses there? 

A* \ 
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A. 1 i&iuotnQM&ct sterna ^h)kxv6€^h^ 

(l» Did yiou ever hear any docks reai there ? 

A» I heard one book read. 

Q* What was; it? 

4^ They called it the XidsH Address td thr Scotdi. 

g. Who read that ? 

^k Mn Waike* di*. 

Q, Perhaps you cannot recollect any particular passage 
in it ? 

A. No. - 

Mr. Erskine, I dare say you recollect that is not evi&neej 
therelbrt yo^ ask i«. & 

Mr. Laza^ It confirms him 'as to the reading of books 
there. 

Mr* Justice AtfMv Hitire i» iM ddubt^ your witn<!ss 
was there. 

Mr. Joinson. You heard that read by Mr, Walker? 

A. Ves. 

Mr. Vcn^h0ii. They di4 not should^ the^ swifvels, £d 
they ? ' 

Mary Dcnham (sworn). 
Examined by Mr. Erskinc. 

(2* H^v long have you lived as a servant with Mr, 
Walker? 

A* For two years upon the loth of Mar/cb last. 

Q. Do you remember the attack made upon your master's 
house? . ; - . 

A. Yes. ;J 

(l* Wa^ you in the hpu^e at jtkat Ume3 

A, Yes. ' .; 

£• I suppose y«u. was^^ie^^My ituch frightened? 

A, Yes, I was. . 

2- Do you remember any cannon? . • 

A. Yes». 

2- When were these cannon brought to town ? 

A. The day ajFt^r. ibe riot, 

2- Where were they before ? 

-<5. In the country. 

g. At Barlow-Hall, where Mr. Walker lives? 

A. Yes. 

12« They are little thingf U90& carnages? 

^. Yes. 

g. Thdyt^erettfougiitititoto^zi-ehedtty after the riot? 

/i, Yes« 

g. Before 
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Q,^ Before the time that these cannon came, do you re- 
member seeing (ire-anns in your master's 'house? 

A. No. 

0, 'Was you admitted to all the parts of the warehouse, 
and the house^^— ypu went where you pleased, I suppose?- 

A. Yes. 

g. Did you ever see any men exercising with arms 
there ? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever hear of any thing like it? 

A. No. 

(2* I>id you ever se« any arms there before the time of 
• the riots? 

A. No. 

^ If any such exercise of people with arms had taken 
place, must you not have known it ? 

A, Yes. 

g; Why should'you have known it ? 

A. They could not do it in the.. warehouse, or house, 
without my seeing or hearing it. 

Q. Did you ever either see^any such thing done, pr hear 
of its being done. 

A, No, never. 

^. Can you take upon you to swear that it. was not 
done? 

A, Yes. 

g. After the riots, we understand these cannon, and some 
muskets, and other arms were brought for the purpose of de- 
fending the house? 

•j4. Yes. 

(I. What was done with them after the 1 2th of December p 

A. They went into the country again I believe. 

(I. What was it that went into the countiy again ? 

A. The cannon. 

g. What became of the blunderbusses, pistols, and mus- 
kets? 

A, I never saw any. 

g. You never saw any after the riot, nor before? 

A. No. 

j^. You don't know where these cannon went to? 

A. No, I saw no mote of them. 

Mary Denham. 

Cross-examined by Mr. J^ames, 

(J. Were you a member of any of these Reformation So* 
cieties ? 

A. No. 
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A. No. 

I2« Did you ever attend them? 

ji. No. 

2. How could you tell what was going forward at any of 
those meetings ? you did not generally attend the- warehouse » 
, A. No. 

l2* Your business was in the house ? 

A. Yes. 

2- But how can you pretend to say what was done in the 
warehouse ; they might have been in the warehouse for what 
you know ? 

A, Not to exercise they could not ; 1 mqst have seen them 
through the windows. 

2- Have you been accustomed to see men exercise ? 

A, I have seen the soldiers exercise. 

fi. They did not always fire when they exercised? 

A. No. 

2- Have you not seen them exercise, when they made 
very little noise ? ' 

A,^ No, I do not know that I have. 

0, Have you never seen them present, and rise, and kneel, 
and so on ; you say there were no blunderbusses ox muskets ? 

A. I never saw any. 

0, And if there wasf, you must have seen them, must you ? 

A, Yes. 

Mr. Er shine. Is there not a double light through the 
warehouse ? 

A. Yes. 

2- If they had been exercising with fire-arms there, must 
you not have seen and heard them ? 

A. Yes. 



Martha Wilkinson (sworn). 
Examined by Mr. Serjeant CockclL 

2. I understand you live in the service of Mr.- Walker; 
you attend the Miss Walkers, as their maid? 

A^ Yes. 

g. How long have you lived in Mr. Walker's service ? 

A, More than three years and a half. 

g. Where was you at the time of the^ riot, the first night 
Mr. Walker's house was attacked? 

A, At Barlow. 

g. Mr. Walker*? country residence? 

A, Yes. 

g. When did you return from Barlgw ? 

-4.^The day after. 

L fi. Hpw 
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Q, How long did you continue after you had returned 
from Barlow ? 

A. Till the beginning of May. 

j^. During that period you lived in his house at Manches- 
ter? 

A. I did. 

2. Do you remember after your return from. Barlow, 
whether any arms of any sort were sent for ? 

A,. No. 

S, Do you remember the cannon ? 
. Yes, 

g. Where did they come from ? ^ 

A, From Barlow, before I came^ 

g. How long before ? 

A, The same, day 1 came. 

(J. That was the day after the riot ? 

A. Yes. 

g. You know Mr. Walker's warehouse ? 

A. Yes. 

g. Can you from any room in the house see into the ware- 
house? 

A, Yes. 

Q, Is the warehouse so near to .that part of the house, 
from whence you can see into the warehouse, that if any 
noise, for instance the clattering of ramrods, or any thing of 
that sort had happened, you could have heard them ? 

A. YeSr 

Q, You have seen soldiers exercise at Manchester? 

A, I cannot say I ever did. 

Q, But if there had been any noise of that sort, you was 
sear enough to have heard, and to have seen ? 

A. Yes. 

g. Did you ever hear or see at any time in your life, any 
. men exercising in arms at Mr. Walker's ? 

A, No, never. 

Q. If such a ^hing had happened when these weekly 
meetings were held, must you not at some time or cthci' 
ha^e. heard it? 

A, Most certainly I must. 

(2. And you arc prepared, safely and conscientiously to 
swear, that no such thing happened ? 

A, I am. 

- j2» Describe the situation of this window ? 

A. There is but a narrow yard that parts the warehouse 
and the house, and the windows of the warehouse, arid the 
windows of thfe room in which I^ was, were opposite. 

g. Then if any thing of that sort had happened, you 
must have seen and heard it ? 

A. I 
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A, I certainly should. 

l2'» ^o you know the height of the warehouse? 

A, I do not. 

(I, You know the gentlemen who came to Mr. Walker's 5 
you know that clubs were held there? 

A, Yes. 

Q, I confine myself to the time during the holding of 
the clubs ; did you ever hear any noise then of arms ? 

4* Never. 

g. Did you ever see any exercising of men at those 
times, or at any other ? 

A. Never. 
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Martha Wilkinson, 
Cjrpss-examincd by Mr. Law. 

1^. In what room do you usually live ? 

A. In the nursery ; the nursery in general. 

2.' Is the nursery higher or lower than the warehouse ? 

A. From the nursery windows we can see into several 
rQoms of the warehouse. 

g. Is it higher or lower? 

A, It is higher than one part of the warehouse, and 
lower than anothc;r. ' 

d. Is it as high as the upper room of the warehouse? 

A, It is not quite so high. 

i2» Will you say, that you can conveniently, from that 
rooni, see into the upper room of the warehouse ? 

A, We can see into it. 

^. Can you see from one end to the other of the ware- 
house, from the nursery? , 

A. Yes, from one end to the other of the upper ware- 
house. 

g. The upper warehouse of all ? 

A. Yes. 

(2. And was you every night, for forty nights together, 
when these persons were there, so watching their proceed- 
ings, that you could know if a person had put a musket to 
his shoulder? 

A, I was not constantly watching, but I have no doubt 
if there had been such a thing- 1 should have known it ? 

2* Did you observe all that passed there ? 

A. We freauently watched them. 

g. What did they do when you watched them? 

A, We never s?iw but thty were sitting still. 

g. Talking? 

A. Yes. 

Ig^, You saw booksp I take for granted? 

A. Uo, 
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A, No, I did not. 

g. You never saw any thing read? ■ 

A, Never. 

g. But if there had been Paine's book, or any other 
book read, yon must have seen it ? 

A. I did not see any book. 

(I, If they had been so employed, you must have seen 
that too? ' ' 

A, I cannot say. 

g. Why could not you see a book held up, just as well 
as see a musket held up ? 

A, I never did see a book read. 

g. How many might there be in the room at a time ? 

A, I cannot say the exact number, 

0, You have seen Dunn there? 

A. No. 

Q, Were there twenty, thirty, forty, fifty there ? 

A» I cannot tell. 

g. Do you think there were so many as forty or fifty? 

A, I do not know. 

Q, Had you never the curioisity to count them when 
there was a good number? 

A, Never. 

Q, But if there had been books, you think you must, 
have seen them, and you never saw any read ? 

A, I never saw any book read. 

Martha Wilkinson, 
Re-examined by Mr, Serjeant CockelL 

jlj. ' From this nursery, in which you frequently were in 
the evenings, if there had been men exercising, you must 
have seen them ? 

A. Yes. 

g. What sort of windows arc the warehouse windows ? 

A. Nearly the length of the warehouse. 

Francis Rohrts (sworn). 

Examined by Mr. Chambrc. 

(J. You are a servant to Mr. Walker? 
A, Yes. 

1^. How long have you lived with him ? 
A. I came to live with Mn Walker in the year 1791 ; 
, I have lived with him ever since. 

g. You were servant to him, of course, when the riots 
happened in Manchester? 

A. I 
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A, I was. 

Q, Mr. Walker has a house at Manchester, and ^ coun- 
try-house at Barlow ? 

A, He has. 

j2« A^ the time of the riots were you at Manchester, or 
Barlow ? 

A. At Barlow. 

g. When did you come from Barlow ? 

A, The morning following. ' • 

(I. Do you know what fire-arms Mr. Walker had for the 
protection pf both his houses ? 

A, There was nothing for the protection of his house 
except two pistols, and two blunderbusses, and two fowl- 
ing pieces that I ever saw. 

g. Had he any swivels ? 

A, Yes, half a dozen. 

g. Where were the swivels at the time when the riot 
happened ? 

A. At Barlow-Hall. 

g. When w?re they removed from Barlow to Manches- 
ter? ^ ;i 

A, The day after the riots. 
^ g. You don't know how he became posses5e4 of thosr 
swivels ? 

A* I do not. 

g. When you came from Barlow, how long did you 
continue at Manchester? 

A. We camie the 12th of December, and returned back 
the 5th of May. ; 

j^. Immediately after you came on the 1 2th of Decem^ 
ber, and for some time after, was there any watch kept at 
Mr, Walker's house, to prevesit any mischief being done 
to the house — did people sit up all night ? 

A, Yes, they did. 

(I, Did you sit up for the protection o£ the house sopoe- 
times? 

yi. Yes. 

g. How long were they obliged, for the security of thf 
house, to keep up this sort of watch? 
^ A, For the course of a month, or thereabouts. 

g. Were you often among those that sat, up ? 

A. I was. 

41* pf course you were in the house at all the meetings 
of the Reformation Society, that took place between the 
12th of December and the 5th of May? 

A. I was. 

(I. Had you ever occasion to go- into the room where 
^hes^ meetings v'^cr^ held? 

.# .4. I 
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A, I had frcqueat occasion. 

2. Were these meetings held with open doors, or were 
the doors locked ? 

A. I always found the doors wide open, 

g. There was no sort of secrecy about the purposes of 
of their meeting ? 

A, Not to my knowledge. 

g. Have you stayed any time when people were in the 
rdom, so as to hear the conversation that passed? 

A. 1 cannot say I have. 

(2. ' Did you ever at any time hear any exptessions made 
use of, damning the King? 

A, Nothing of the sort. 

Ij. Did you ever hear any expressions of any sort made 
use of, to incite any of the people there to break *the 
peace? 

A, I have no knowledge of any thing of the sort. 

Q, Was there any exercise of men with guns or other 
arms? 

A, Nothing of the sort. 
. (2* Do you think you must have known it, if any such 
thing had been practised in the place where these people 
met, or in any part of your master's house ? 

A, I am sure such things could not be made qse of, but 
I should have come to jhe knowledge of it, some how or 
other. 

(I, Did you at any titpe whatever sec or hear any thing 
done or said there, that had any teiidency to disturb the 
public peace? 

A, I never did. 

Francis Roberts. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Wood. 

Q^ How many people might there be at those meetings 
when you saw them ? 

A, There might be twenty or thirty, and sometimes 
more. 

il. How many men do you think there might be, fifty 
or sixty, perhaps ? 

A, 1 believe not so many. 

Q, How many do you think ? 

A. There might be thirty-five, or so. 

(I. Is that the most you ever saw ? 

A, I do not know in particular that it is. 

Q, Have you not seen sixty, or more, there ? 

A. No, . 

O, You won't go higher than thirty-five? 

4. No, 
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A, No J I will not. 

2. Did you know those people that had got there ? 

A. No. 

2- I believe you was very seldom at those meetings ; 
did you ever stay a meeting through, from beginning to 
end? 

A.^ No. 

(iJ How long might you stay at a time? 

A, Three or four minutes, or so, while 1 delivered my 
message. 

g. >Vhen you stayed up id protect this house, what 
had you to protect it with? 

A, We had a sword or two. 

i^.' How many might stay up with you? did any of the 
people that attended these meetings stay with you ? 

A. They did. 

(2- The Reformation Society stayed with you, did they ? 

A, Some of those people that met in the warehouse. 

g. How many nignts' might they stay up with you? 

A, I cannot*pretend to say how many. 

Q^, How many may you have had at a time to stay up with 
you? 

A, Four or five. 

(I. Not always the same people, I suppose? 

A. No. 

Francis Roberts, 

Re-rxamined by Mr. Chambre, 

2» You never particularly, I suppose, counted the num- 
ber, to know exactly how many there might be ? 
A, I never did. 

Mr. Edward Green (sworn). 

Examined by Mr. Lloyds 

Ij. You, I believe, were apprentice to Mr. Walker, and 
brought up in his warehouse ? 
A. Yes. 
[» How long have you been with him ? 

It will be eight years in July. 
(2- Do you remember the night of the riots? 
A. Yes. 

0. Do you remember whether there were any arms got 
to defend Mr. Walker's house? 
A, Yes, there were some got. 
(J. Do you know what arms they were ? 

A. They 
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A, They were muskets. 

g. Were there any swivels? 

^. No. 

S. Not that night? 
. No. 

Mr. Justice Heath, Hpw many muskets? 

A. I do not know the number. 

Mr. Lloyd. Were you in the house the first night of the 
riot? 

A. I was, ^ 

g. Do you know when the swivels were bought ? 

A, They were a present to Master Walker, by Mr. Jack- 
son; they were bought at Mr. Livesey's sale. 

i^. Do you know any occasion upon which those swivels 
were fired? 

A» I remember they were fired upon the anniv^rsaty of 
the repeal of the fustian tax. 

g. At any other, time ?- 

A. I was not present at any other time. ^ 

2. What is your business at Mr. Walker's, chiefly. 

,A. In the foreign counting house. 

g. !& that up stairs, or below, in his warehouse ? 

A, Up stairs. 

Mr. Justice Heath, Do you live in the house ? 

A, I lived in the house five years. 

Mr. Lloyd, In what part of the warehouse is the foreign 
counting-house? 

^. It looks towards Salford, up two p^ir of stairs. 

g. Do you know the room where the societies met ? 

^. It was in a room up another pair of stairs, where the 
societies met. 

g. Have you ever had occasion to go into that room 
when they were met ? 

A, 1 had frequent occasions to go up to Mr. Walker up- 
on business? 

g. Did you find the door either locked or fastened ? 

A, Never. 
' g. Did they seei^ to be about secret business ? 

A, Not at all. ' - 

g. Did you go in without interruption ? 

A, Yes. 

j^. Have you had occasion to go in more than once in 
an evening? 

A, 1 may have, gone two or three times, not finding J 
Mr. Walker in the first time. 1 

g. How near is that room to the room whferc you used 
to sit writing ? 

A, Up another pair of stairs. 

e. Is 
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Q. Is part of that room, over the room that you was in ? 

-4. It IS. 

2- Did you ever sec any men cj^ercising with arms when 
you went up ? 

A, Never. * , , ' 

2- When you were writing, did you ever hear any 
arms clashing? 

A. Never. 

2. Were there carpets upon the floor, or any thing of that 
kind, to prevent the souna ? 

.4. No. /^ 

Q. I understand that you heVcr saw any mfen exercising 
with arms? 

A. Never. 

2- Do you krtbw what is the height of that room ? * 

A. I do not know. - > ^ 

<2. Do you know whether it is Such a room that a man 
could shoulder a firelock? 

A, I do not know ; I never took patticular notice; 

g. Did you send word before you went i;i, or go in 
withT)ut giving notice? 

A. Without giving notice, 

2. When you went in, did you hear any convcrsatiohi— 
did you ever hear Mr. Walker damn the King? ^ 

^. No. ^ 

12. Or talk of overturning the constitution? 

A. Never. 
' Q, Did you hear any conversation of aiding and assist- 
ing the French ? > - 

A. No. ^ ' ' . 

g. You never heard any thing of the kind? 

^. No. . ' 

g. When you weht in, did they S^eni ihsta'ntly to cease 
their conversation, or to go on with it ? • 

A, They went on with the business, they w«re about. 

g. Whenever you went in, did you hear Mr. Walker, or 
any other person, say any thing to cxicite disturbance of 
the peace ? 
rA. Not at all. " ' / ', 

g. Or exciting them to take up arms to aid the French? 

A, l^o, neVer. 

g. Or for any other purpose ? 

A. No, by no means, I ndvcr heard any thing of the 
kind. 

0. Or to ovcrthtbw the constitution ? 

^. No, 
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Mr, Edward Green. 
Croas-examined by Mr. Toppings 

(I, If I understand you, you have been several years 
with Mr. Walker? 

A, Yes, I have known Mr. Walker eleven years. 

2« You was a person, therefore, pei;fectly well known 
as one of Mr, Walker's family ? 

A. Yes. 

(2» Can you take upon you to say, how many people yo\i 
have ever seen assembled at any one time ? 

A, Very likely seventeen, eighteen, or twenty. 

(2» Will you take upon yourself to say, you have not 
seen to the number of fifty or sixty at a time ? 

A. Upon the night of the riots there were a good many. 

Q. Can you take upon you to say, you have not seen to 
the number of fifty or sixty assemblea? 

A, I will take upon me to swear I have not.sQen, what { 
conceive to be, sucn a number as that. 

l2- You don't mean to say you can form any accurate 
estimate of the number? 

A, No. . 

Q. You was not a member of this society? 

A, 1 was not, 

Q. You never went up to this room, unless you had oc- 
casion to speak to Mr. Walker, tHen you went, find he 
was called out to yoij ? -• 

A. I always went in to him. 

(2* My f|iend has asked you as to having heard, or not, 
expressions used a^dut the I^ing ; now can you take upon 
you to swear what they were doing, from wnat you heard? 

A. Their conversation seemed to turn upon the ques- 
tion of a reform in parliament. 

(ly Whether ypu, mean to swear, that you knew or ever 
heard from any individual there, any particular expres- 
sions used at all, that you can relate to the Jury ? 
* A. I do not. 

2» You was not a member of the society? 

A. No. 

j2. Your object in going there was i^ot tP le^rn wjiat they 
w^re doing? 
. A. No^ 

2- When you did go there, it wa$ merely to spealc to Mr. 
Walker about his own business as a merchant? . . 

A. Yes. 

2. What size is the room in which this society was held? 

A^ It is a long room. 

.' g. And 
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S, And will liold a great nuftibfer of people, will it not? 
. It will hold a good many people. 

2- Is it the length, or half the length of this room? 

A. I think it is nearly the length of this room. 

^. Is there not another room upon the same floor ; docs 
all the attic story make only one i^oom ? 

A. There is another room. ' 

(I, Thet-e is another room upon the sam^ floor, besides the 
room in which the society was held ? 

A^ Yes, there is. 

g. You said you thought part of it was over the count- 
ing house where you are ? 

A. Yes, part of it is oVer that room. 

Mr. Edward Green, 
Re-examined by Mr. Lloyd, 

g. The' reason why you think the warehouse is over the 
counting house is, that both rooms look into Salford ? 

A, Yes both rooms come to the end of the building. 

g. Was it any part of your business to see that all the 
Hres were out in tnis warehouse, and to lock up at night ? 

A, It is 'my general custom to go through the warehouse, 
and to lock it up. 

g. Did you find any arms lying there, when you went 
through the rooms to lock all up ? 

A. Never. 

2. Did you go into this room generally? 

A, Yes, I did. 

g. And you did not see any arms- lying there ? 

A, Never. 



Mr. George Duckworth (sworn). 
Examined by Mr. Vaughan, 

j2- . Are you acquainted with the house of Mr. Walker, 
at Manchester? 

A, I am. 

2- You are also acquainted with the warehouse of that 
house, and the height of it ? 

A, Yes, Mr. Walker took me through the house and ware- 
house a few days ago, to shew them to me ; I hafl not seen 
the warehouse before, only occasionally when I went on 
business. Mr. Walker shewed me the different rooms of 
the warehouse upon every story. I measured the height of 
two stories, which appeared to be the highest, and the low- 
est. 
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est. The highest room, to the best of my recollection (for ' 
1 did not expect lo be examined here) was nine feet high 
between the beam$, and eight feet six inches high under the 
beams. * 

Mr. Lata, You did not measure them? 

A, Yes, I did, 

j^. Did you make any minute? 

A, No. The lowest story was seven feet six inches high 
under the beams, and eight feet between the beams; I took 
a musket out of the room in which Mr. Walker had put 
the arms, and £xed the bayonet, to shoulder it : when I 
shouldered it, the point oi the bayonet touched the ceil- 
ing : if 1 had thrown it up to my shoulder in the manner 
they do in the manual exercise, the bayonet would have 
stuck into the ceiling; I could not poise it. This was the 
highest room in the warehouse. The rooms in' the upper- 
most story arc the highest. , 

Mr. George Duckworth, 
Cross-examined by )Mr. Law. 

Q^. You had no idea of giving any account of this at 
Lancaster, when you made the measurement? 

A, No. I desired Mr. Walker to get some person to 
make the measurement. 

g. Are you not the attorney for Mr. Walker? 

A, I am, but I did not examine the whole of the cvi* 
dence. Mr. Seddon examined some of the witnesses. 

2. You say you made no minute in writing of this ? 

A^ I did not. 

(2. Where did you get the musket that you tried with ? 

A. Out of the room where Mr. Walker had the small 
collection of arms, 'which he informed me were what he 
had at the time of the riots. 

1^. So you had a musket 1 

A. Yes. 

g. How many did you sec in the armoury ? 

A. About a dozen, I believe, of one sort or other. The 
arms were covered with dust. The room was full of dust. 
The arms were of different sorts. , 

l^. There were twelve muskets ? 

A, No, not twelve muskets, but different kinds of (ire* 
arms. ^ 

g. With bayonets all ? 
, A, There were some muskctoons with spring bayonets. 

Mr. Walker, I have an inventory in my pocket, of the 
arms I had at the tiinc Qf the riot^ ; I have the arms nouu 

The 
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TThc inventory /ofering it to Mk Law J is very much al 
your service, 

Mr. Law* The beam of this room comes very deep down, 
docs it ? 

A. About six inches. 

<2* Supposing there had been no beams coming down^ the 
room would have been the height of nine feet ? • 

A^ Yes. 

g. What did you measure with? 

A, Mr. Walker had a four- foot rule. 

g. You made no minute at the time? ' 

■A, I did not. , 

Q, Did you. advise a carpenter to be sent for to measure 
it? 

A, I desired Mr. Walker would get some persoa to 
measure it. ^ 

Mr. Duckworth* 

Re-examined by Mr. Vaughan, 

0, What arms were they that you saw there? were they 
different sorts of arms ? 

A, A few muskets, a few musketoons, ■ 

£. What are musketoons something of the nature of a 
blunderbuss? 

^A. Yes. 

Mr. Justice Heath, There is one objection, I should 'be 
glad to hear what Mr. Law say^ upon it — it struck me early 
in the course of this business — I did not mention it out of 
tenderness to the defendant^ that he might have an opportunity 
of clearing his character, by calling his witnesses, but it ap* 
pears to me that this can be nothing else than high treason* 

Mr. Law, I submit to your Lordship, that it is not 
high treason; but at the same tinie,,if these facts could be 
So understood, the Crown might prosecute as for a misde- 
meanor ; that was settled in the case of the King against 
Hampden *, and it has been laid down in a great number of 
' cases. 

• The precedent here alluded tOj is the trial of Mr. Hampden, for a 

nisdemeanor, in the lauer end of the reign of Charles the second^ Febra* 

wy the 6th, i68a, before JUPGE JEFFERIES; when Mr. Hampden was 

(bied by him and the rest of the Judges of the King*s-Bench, in the sum 

•f FORTY THOUSAND POUNDS! 

Mrj Hampden remarked to the court, that his father being "alive, his 

! Ibrtune was but small, and that merely a life estate. To this Mr. Justice 

[ Withins said, that they could not take cognizance of what, his estate 

' was; the punishment was to be proportioned to the offence, and the 

I €hief Justice (JEFFERIES) added, tnat considering some verdicts^ this 

I waald be thought a moderate fine. 

On passing this sentence, Mr. Hatnpden was told by the Court, that the 
M^er of the offence was such as would have made him guilty of HIGH 
TREASON, had therebeen two witnesses. The essence of a crime therefore 
(mufiktg'H Msprutdtnt) d^es notconslst in th^ natttre of theact'cottimicted, 

<|Ut 
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%ase5. I could cite authorities from Lord Chief Justice 
Hale, and other books, where the Crown has prosecuted a^ 

for 

but is to be at one time HIGH TREASON, at another something else, as the 
prosecutor is prepared With one or more witnesses to j>rove it. 

Mr. Hampden remained in prison, and under execution for the fine, till 
the 30th of December 1685, the ^rst year of James the second ^ when a 
new witness appearing, he was again indicted for the same offencct but then 
laid as HIGH TREASON. *' His friends offered money Tor his pardon 
«• to some in power, who were the Lord (Judge) JEFFERIES, and Mr. 
" Petre, the sum was six thousand pounds, and that was effectual. It 
*^ is not possible for a man to suffer more than he did." 

*' By tke help of the money ^ on condition he would olead guilty to his 
*( indictment, he was to come off; whereupon, pleading guiltv, he was 
'* discharged; paying 300I. or 460I. to Burton and Graham for the charge 
" of his pardon." 

'<Hts afb^ect submission did indeed procure him a pardon; but the 
'* shame of such a mean behaviour so sunk and disordered his spiriu, that 
** he was never quite right after it; and about ten years after he cut his 
" own throat." State Trials^ Vol. 111. page 823. Vol. iv, page a 10, and 
Vol. VIII. page 480. 

The fine of FORTY THOUSAND POUNDS, without regarding the 
amount of a man's fortune, and the doctrine of converting high treason in- 
to a misdemeanor, both stand upon the same precedent — ^Xhe'one is as jus- 
iiJiaHe as the other. 

■ But is it consistent with the spirit of the laws of England, that the differ- 
ence of the technical phrases in an indictment, shall put a man into the 
peril of ihit judicial discretion, which may fine him FORTY THOUSAND 
POUNDS, whether he has it or not, and commit him until it be paid ? 
that is, in other words, WHICH MAY imprison him for life. 

Since Mr Hampden's trial, and soon after the Reyplution, viz. in the 7th 
of Wm. 3. an act was passed *^ for regulating trials in cases of treason, and 
** misprision of treason," wherein it was enacted, that every person accused 
and indicted for high treason, or misprision of treason, should have a true 
copy of the whole indictment delivered to him five days at the least before 
his trial ; and that no person should be indicted, tried, or attainted of high 
treason, or misprision of treason,'but by and upon the oaths and testimony 
of two Jawfiil witnesses, either both of them to the same overt act, or one 
of them to one, and the other of them to another overt act of the same treascnt 
And that every person, who should be so accused, indicted, and tried, 
should have a copy of the panel of the jurors returned to try him, deliver- 
ed to him two days at the least before his trial, and that no evidence should 
be admitted or given of any overt act, not expressly laid in the indictment. 
And byan act passed iatheyth of Anne, ** for improving the union of the two 
'* kingdoms," it was further enacted, that every person indicted for high 
treason, ormisprision of treason, should have a list jof the witnesses to be 
produced on the trial for proving the said indictment, and also a list of the 
jury, with the names, professions, and places of abode of the witnesses and 
jurors, together with a copy of the indictment^ and that the same should be 
delivered to the party indicted, ten days before the trial, in the presence, of 
two^or more credible witnesses. 

But these statutes are no longer a protection for the subject^ if he may 
be proceeded against for a conspiracy, which is only another name for the 
same accusation, while it removes and destroys these salutary provisions 
and safeguards of the people. 

It was unnecessary for Mr. Walker and the other defendants, indeed it 
would not have become them, to avoid the verdict of a jury, by Tesortin|!>; 
to any legal objections ; yet if the doctrine laid down in the ca«e of Uampr 

den 
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for a misdemeano^-^that the Crown, in css6s of' felony^ 

might drop some of the circumstances, and prosecute as for 

a misdemeanor — the Crown may elect to. prosecute the 

crime in its mildest form. This is a poiiit of such magpi- 

-" tude, and having been solemnly decided in cases I could 

refer to in the STATE TRIALS, 1 beg your Lordship to 

have the goodness to let this be found upon a special verdict* 

Mr. Erskinc, No — ^no. ' 

Mr, Lato, I want to have the fact found*— I pray it with. 

the joint advice of some of the most learned persons in the 

profession; I mean Mr. Serjeant Hill, THE ATTORNEY 

AND SOLICITOR GENERAL +. 

Mr. Erskine, Whatever opinion I may entertain upon 
the argument Mr. Law has offered to your Lordship, I 
will not controvert it hbre ; but I shall insist upon the* 
twelve honourable gentlemen in that box, telling the peo^^ 
pie of England, whether aye or no, my clients ought to be 
convicted, after the testimony I am in the <:ourse of giv-r 
ing. 

Mr, Law, I am equally before those gentlemen and the 
people of England, for the protection of the people of 
England ; if you rise in this tone, I can speak as loudly 
and as emphatically — I will prosecute these men with all 
the liberality of a gentleman, there is nothing has betrayed 
improper passion on my part, but no tone or manner shall 
put me down. 

Mr. Etskine. I am not accusing Mr. Law iof any impro- 
priety or illiberality of conduct at all ; I have said nothing 
to that effect ; for the only time in which I have named his" 
name, or hinted at it, I have spoken of him with respect ;- 
nothing can be interpreted to the contrary : but a 'man, ip 
he is not made of stone, must have some teelihgs in a case* 
of this sort. In whatever wsty your Lordship may rule this, 
point, I shall be satisfied; I might have asked your Lord- 
ship's opinion ea^ly, but the same reason that induced your 

Loraship' 

den be at thif day law, how many inqocept men, under a state prosecution, 
without any previous knowledge of the jurymen and their -political par* 
tialities, may upon the PERJURY of a single witness, be thus sent to prison 
for the rest oj their days? and where arc the benefits of the acts of William and 
Anne, if they are to be evaded, under a precedent established before those 
acts wefe passed, in the most infamous times, aud by the most iniquitous 
of judges? . . 

+ It seems not a little extraordinary that the ATTORNEY GENERAL 
for the County Palatine of Lancaster should pray to let the fact he founds upon a 
fpecial verdict — that is, in other words, to let Dunn*s evidence he admitted a$. 
/r»f, though even in this stage of the trials U had htcn positively disproved by 
so many respectable witnesses, and Dunn wa$ (whjle in ppurt] committed 
by the Judge for PERJURY. The defendants would by this means, have 
sabjeded themselves to be punished, as if they had been actually guilty of 
the crhne they were accused of, although they were perfectly innocent ofevexy 
fart of the charge^ and were ia consequence HONt>ujiiiBt.Y ac(^uxtt|9* 
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l«ordshi]» 96 liberally an^ graciously n6c to comtnunicate your 
own opinion, governed me. * 

Mr. Justice Heati/u You wish it to go to the Jury. 

Mr. £rskuie. Yes I r^ost certainly do. 

Mr. Waiktr. I am before my country, and I will go to 
the Jury. In. our situation^ iviri the delay of justice^ zi/ould 
he the height of iujv^stiu, 

Mr. Lato, 1 cannot find it standing upon any authority, 
biit a case in Dyer.' 

Mr. Justice Heath. It has been always held that the mis- 
demeanor is jnerged in the felony. 

Mr. Erskinc, When Mr. Law has heard the evidence 
out, for we have by no means done, if he should then think 
it becomes the Crown to go on, he will do so, and then let 
the point of Uw be reserved in any way most agreeable to 
your Lordship ; but I toill have the fact before the Jury, 

Mr. Law, If it ends in your clients' exculpation, I shall 
be as happy as you ; but I shall see that it does so, 

Mr. William Seddon (sworn). 

Examined by Mr. Erskine, 

. ^. Have you ever seei> this man, Dunn^ who has beeu 
examined to-day ? . . 

u4. I have. 
• l2* How did it happen that you saw him ? 

A. Mr. Walker, Mr. Richard Walker, Mr. Duckworth, 
Mr. Jackson, and myself, were upon business at my house, 
on Tuesday the i8th of December Ust: I was particularly 
biisy in my office preparing for the assizes, but I was desired 
to come out upon a matter of moment. , When I came iiito 
the house, I was told by Mr. Walker ■■ 

g. Did Thomas Dunn come ? 

A, No, not to my house ; I went d6wn to Mr, Richard 

Walker's with Mr. Duckworth; I stayed there sometime: 

when I came there, I understood Dunn was in the parloUr 

with Mr. Witlker, Mr, Richard Walker, Mr. Jones, and Mr. 

- Ridgway. 

Mr. Law. What is the paper you arfe referring to ? 

A, Notei 1 took down at the time. Mr. Duckworth, 
Mi*. Jones the attorney, and Mr. Ridgway the attorney, 
were with me at Mr* Richard Walker's; but Mr. Ridgway' 
and Mr. Jones were not precept at any part of the conver* 
fRtion I am speaking to. 

Mr. Etikine. Subsequent to this time, did Thomas Dunn,- 
the mian who has been examined to-day, come into the house ? 

A4 He came tha second time about eleven o'clock, \Mr» 

Walker, 
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Walker, Mr. ^Duckworth, Mr. .Richard Walker, and my^ 
self, were present — he knocked at the door, and came into 
the room ; he first wanted to speak to Mr* Walker alone, 
or to Mr» Richard Walker : on bein^ desired to speak, he 
repeatedly objected, and declared he would say nothing 
before so many witnesses ; Mn Walker told him he must 
speak before them, or not at all — he then desired Mr. 
Walker to sit alon^ side of him, and he would esteem it 
an honour, and tell him every thing. Mr. Walker refused. 
Dunn then stood up, and desired Mr. Walker to give him 
his hand — I am just now informed that I said this happen* 
ed on the i8th of December; if I did, I made a mistake, 
it was on the i8th of last month. 

i^. Did you take these notes at the time ? 

A. I took down the latter part of the conversation, which 
I have not yet come to, from Dunn's own lips, I tnade a 
minute of tnis immediately after he was gone; 

Mr. Er skint. Theif I conceive, I am allowed to desire the 
witness, to look at that paper to refresh his memoiy. 

Mr. Law. How soon afterwards did you put it aown ? 

A. This part (the witness holding a paper in one hand J the 
moment he was gone; the other (shewing another paptrj I 
took frpm his own lips. Dunn stood up, and desired Mr* 
Walker to give him his hand, and he should esteem it a 
greater honour than if George the third did. This Mr. 
Walker again refused, and told him he had sworn falsely 
against him ; Dunn acknowledged he had, and that he 
had not had a quiet night for thirteen weeks. He then 
rose from his chair, and threw himself upon his knees, 
and seized both Mr. Walker's hands, and exclaimed witjb a 
great deal of emotion, '^ I have done you injustice, and I 
beg your pardon," he then cried excessively, and addressing 
himself to the defendant Mr. Walker, said " My heart is 
*' almost broken, I am unhappy; I have certainly done you 
" wrong ;" he then went down upon his knees to Mr. 
Walker a^ain. Mr. Richard Walker then put this ques- 
lion to him, Who instigated you ? Dunn replied, ** / am 
^' afraid to tell that^ I have not slept a contented night 
" these thirteen weeks together, on your brother's account. 
" Do not you kn^w I wished him well ? I have lodged an 
^' indictment against him, but it is a damn'd eternal . false- 
^' hood." At this stage of the business he again cried very 
much, threw himself down upon a table, and was in an« 
apparent agony for about ten minutes. When he recover- 
ed he seemed very composed and sedate, much more so 
than he was before. As soon as he lifted his head, from the 
table, (after he had done crying) Mr. Thomas Walker asked 
him if he did not feel easier f to which he made no parti- 

N cular 
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cular answer, but said, " TTh^. charge W9s taken dcTWn 
" wrong 'at Manchester." Mr. Richard Walker 'then put 
this question to him, "How could .you, when you say 
*' you wished my brother so 'well, ie !prevaiicd upon .to 
" accuse him so wrongfully?" to whicn Dunn answer- 
ed, " that*s a very cross question." The 'same question 




justice hereaiter. 1 wish you would get 
" to take me up, and let me be tried,''' * Mr. Walker then 
said, ** you admit you have done me an injury ?" tp which 
Dunn replied, "yes, I have, everyjperson knows it, except 
" Yofke. What I swore in my first examination, aiid at 
" Lancaster, were very different, not at all alike. I was 
" called before the Grand Jury three tinaes ; I wili never 
"go to Lancaster at the assi'zes,'and let GHf5th and the 
" rest of them do as they please, 'and be damned."; Mr. 
Richard Walker 'repeated this question to him, "iVho in- 
" stigatcd you to do wrong?*' Dunn said, " 1 won't an- 
*' swer such questions." I then asked )iim what day he 
had charged the offence as committed? tih answer to me 




« behaved ill, I WAS BltlBED TO IT, THAT IS 
" PLUMP ; but I won't tell who did it,' that shall for ever 
" rest in my own breast." Afler the above conversation 
'was ended, which I tooTc down verbatim, in question and 
answer, Dunn left the room. 

Thomas Dunn called up again. 

Mr» ]\xsticQ Heath, Well, Dunn, you ha^e heard this 
evidence; did that pass, or any part of it ? 

Dunn, No, nothing at all-^yes, something of it passed. 

Mr. Justice Heath, How much of it passed? 

A, I went there when I was intoxicated, the same as I am 
now, 

Mr. Law, Have you been out of the court ? 

A, Yes, I have. 

Mr. Justice Heath, How long have you been intoxi- 
cated? 

A, Not very long ; I have my recollection about me, 
though it ;nay seem to the court that I may be ill, or may 
not.. 

Mr* Justice Heath, Were you intoxicated when you 
gave your evidence just now ? 

A. I 
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A» I was not, 

Mt^ Justice Htath^ You haye been intoxicated since 
then? ; , ' 

A. Yes. 

Mr. Law, How- much of that cpnversation is. true ? 
thxsre is some part you say is true. 

'A* I was at Mr. w alk^r*s house about a fortnight hence ; 
1 went in to Mr, Walker ; I was brought in by a constable 
of Manchester, and upon that I met Mr. Richard Walker, 
brother to Mr, Thomas Walker. 
^ 2* What is the constable's name? 

A, One Twiss. Mr. Richard Walker asked me, Dunn, 
don't you recollect that you have done an injury to my bro- 
ther ? or to that purpose; well, says I, upon the first exami- 
nation I lodged the first indictment against him. 

Mr. Justice Hedth, Has any body been with you, while 
you were out? 

^, No. . 

Mr. Erskine. I should be glad to trace where he has been 
—I don't believe he has been out of court, 

Mr. Justice ileaih. Where have you been ? 

A» I have b^en down the town. 

Mr. Serjeant Cocktll, He \yas told to stay in court. 

Mr. Justice Heath, Where did you dine? 

A, Below the change ; I don't know the house. 

Mr. Justice Heath, Is it a house you frequented before ? 

-4. Yes^ 

Mr. Erskine. Who dined with you? 

A, The man's name is Foster. 

g. Any body else? 

A. Yes, Mr, Sidebbttom.' 

g. Whoels9? 

A, Nobody. 

g. Who are Sidebottom and Foster* ? 

Mr. Law^ You say Mr/Seddon and Mr. Duckworth were 
by at Seddon's house ? 

A, No, he was at Mr. Walker's ; all that passed, was this ; 
he brought me, this Twiss, he intended to take me in, and to 
bribe me over ; he gave mie some money upon it, on Mr, 
Walker's account, drunk or sober I will speak the trutli ? 

Mr. Justice Heath, I don't know how we can examine a 
man that is drunk. 

Mr, Law, What was you to do for that money ? 

A, To go out of the way, and not appear here at these 
assizes. 

g. Did 

f Foster and Sidebottom were in the list of witnesses for tkejCrown, delivered 
in Court at the CQmmtnce^ent of the trials by the atiorniesfor the prosecution. 
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(l» Did you beg Mr, Walker to sit along side of you, and 
say you would esteejn it as great an honour as if George the 
third did? ' 

A, J never said that, upon my oath, 

Mtf Justice Heath, How can you Mr. Law examine him, 
after he has told you he is intoxicated ? He has made him- 
self so exceedingly drunk, it is impossible to examine him. 

Mr. Erski^e. He denied positively he had ever been at 
Mr. \yalkcr's, or was ever lured by any body to make a 
confession. 

Mr. Law, Did you ever confess that the charge you madq 
against Mr. Walker, was unfounded and false? 

A. Nfiver, ' 

Mr. Er skint. Then what this gentleman has said, is false, 
is it ? 

A, I do not know, when was that? 

Mr. Seddon, On the i8th of March. 

Mr. Law, Did Twiss bring you there upon that o(:<:a- 
s jon ? 

Dunn* Yes. 

g. Is he in any employ for Mr. Walker? 

Dunn, He was employed five months iipon this busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Erskine, Hear this read over, and st^d up, and re- 
member you are in the presence of God. 

(Mr, William Seddpn read his notes again,) 

Mr. Erskine, Is that true ? 

A, No, I never entered into any part of the house^ only the 
door, and which was just opened for me, 

Mr. Erskine, Mr. Sedoon is swearing falsely, is he ? . 

A, I cannot tell what he may do ; he is swearing false, 
if he swears that. 

Mr. Erskine, pid you go down on your knees, and cry 
for ten minutes ? 

A, You may as well tell me that I am a woman. 

Q. Did you do that? 

A, No, all he asked me, all I told him was this— -Did not 
you lodge ^n information, so and so, and some particular 
words; you were drunk; I said, I will correct it next 
morning, that is all that ever happened, 

g. X ou never said, you had wronged Mr. Walker, ap4 
went dowVi upon your knees? 

A, I never did. 



Mr. 
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Mr^ Duckworth (called again). 
Cross-examined by Mr, Law. 

(2* Was you present, when this man, Dunn, answered 
the questions put to him, in the manner Mr. Seddon has 
sworn just now? 

A^ I was. 

)2« To the best of your memory and recollection, is the 
account that Mr. Seddon has given of it, the truth ? 

A. I looked it over, and it agreed with Mr, Walker's, 
Mr. Richard Walker's, and my recollection, 

• / ' 

Mr. Duckworth. 
Re-examined by Mr. Erskine. 

dp I ask you-— (though the attorney for Mr. Walker, 
you are a Christian, I trust)-— I ask you- in the presen<!:e of 
God Almighty, is it true or false ? 

A, It is true, 

Mr. Duckworth* 
Cross-examined by Mr. Law» 

g. How came you all there, and how came Twiss to 
bring this man? 

A» Mr« Thomas Walker and I had gone up to Mr. Sed- 
don's. Mr, Jacksdn I think was there wlien I went in. 
Mr. Seddon was in his office. When we had been there 
a few minutes, Mr, Richard Walker came in, and said a 
message had been sent to his house, that Dunn wanted to 
go to Barlow, to see his brother Mr. Walker: we agreed^ 
that Mr. Jones and Mr. Ridg way junior, who had nothing 
to do with the prosecution, should be reaucsted to be pre- 
sent to hear what passed. Mr. Seddon and I followed ait^r* 

(2* Do you think it professionally proper, when you 
knew that an indictment was found upon the testimony of 
this witness, and that he was to be the witness to sustain 
it at the next assizes, for you two, t^e attornies for the dt* 
fendant, to have him alone with you, without any persOQ 
on his behalf, and to examine him in this manner? 

A, We thought it fitter that he should say what he 
chose to say, in the presence of some other person, than 
Sir, Seddon and myself ; and, therefore, we desired Mr, 
Jones and Mr. Ridgway, two gentlemen of unimpeachable 
character, to be present. I did believe Dunn had perjured 
himself, from the knowledge I had of the cause ; therefore, 

I thought 
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I thought it right, tha^ what he choso tP say, as a confession 
of his guilt, should be heard. When Mr. Jones, and Mr. 
Ridgway, had heard what he had to 9ay, and* had been gone 
from Mr. Richard Walker's about half an hour, there was 
a'knock at the door, Dunn came in again alone, then Mr. 
Seddon and l,Jrom necessity, and not from choice, went into 
the room. 

j^. Had Mr. Jones and Mr. Ridgway taken his cxaoii'- 
nation ? 

A. They had about half an hour before this time. 

Mr. Er skint. Did you send for this msin? 

A. No. 

g. Did you employ any body to bring him to you? 

A. No. . 

g;. But when a man had sworn falsely against Mr. Walker, 
you thought it right to hear his confession of his guilt ? 

A. I did— I thought lie had perjured himself. 

il* Dunn says, that Twiss does work for Mr- Walk- 
er? I 

A. I never heard that he did. 

Mr. Walker, Dunn said, Twiss was employed by me in 
this business. 

Mr. Law, A man who is your fustian-cutter, is employ* 
cd by you. 

4 

John Spink (sworn). 

Examined by Mr« Serjeant CackcU. 

(7. Have you any acquaintance witb M^. Thorny? 
Walker? 
A. I have none at ^11. 

S, He is a gentleman who is » perfect strifmgcr to yoy. 
. Yes, I only know him by sight. 
Q: Have you any acquainjtance or cpnne^tioi) with him? 
A. None at all. 

S. Do you know a roan of the name of John Twiss ? 
• Yes. 
£^ I understand his and you are neighbours:? 
_, 4. We arc. 

fl. Did you happen on the i8th pf March 17941 to go 
to Twis&'s ? 
'4. Idid. 
..'Q^ Wa^ that raatter of accident? 

3. \t was an accident* 
••ft. Who did yovi find at the hpn§e of Twis§? 
..A^ J found Thomas Dunn. 
.,£. Thai man behind you? 
* A, Yes, ^ 

g. Be 



Q% #d^o gbod'^sto folate what |paeSBdiat<lka(t tiinc>, 

A, Dunn said, he was sorry that he Ihad iin^isred. )^. 
Walker's character in the .maainer he Miad ddne ; thart he' 
had never seen any thing that was bad iby^hin. Jlensk- 
ed me to go to Barlow- Hall with him tfaalt night, to see 
Mr. Walker. ^ * \ 

f^. Did that tequest 'co'me from hiin Tto yoo? 

A. It did^, 1 told (him ^ would ^dtigorwivk him at that 
tirnie 'of niglit, h\itf if he chose, 1 'Wowd |d with 'kvm 'lile 
next day ; he said, no, he would see Mr« "Walker >be^e he 
^lept.; i'said, he'hadbeuersend tosee^whethorMr. W^iker 
was in town, or not, to save him the labouTiof going. Esther 
Ottey went to Bde 'whctheir Mr. Walker was at home.; she 
went to Mr. Thomas Walker's house in town, the servant 
told her he was in town, but he was gone out to tea and 
supper; when she came back, Dunn desired Esther Ottey 
and me to go Xo Mr. .Hichard Walker's, and see if he was 
at hon^e. 

l2.' Did you, or did Twiss at this time, forct the con- 
versation, or "^vafs if entifely from 'himself? 

yi. He said it voluntarily of himself. 

g. Did you draw hiih on'by atiy*thih^ 

A. Not at all — -. / ' 

Mr. Erskine, Speak up. 

Ont of the ynity* It does ii'ot signify ^^laft hatfe teen sutts- 
Jied a long^ while* ' . 

A; I went out wi^h Esther Ottey, to Mr. Richard 
Walk'er's ; he said, if Thomas Dunti wanted to see 'him, he 
might come up in the course of half an hour, aiid he would 
let his brother know. 1 suppose he did let him know. 
Esther Ottey went up to See if he was come in half an 
hour. He was not at nome, she waited, a little time, — then 
we took Dunn 'there, JiJhh Twiss and me, and left him at 
Mr. Richard Walker's dopr. 

2. Was he carried in custody at all? 

A, No, he desired us to go with him, 

g. Andyou went and left 'him at Mr. Richard Walk- 
'fer's? 

A. Yes. 

g. What tiWe in the evening was this? 

A, About nine o^^clock, as near ^s I can guess ; it might 
be half an hour befQte,'Or half an hour after. 

' g. Did you observe; during the con vefsation you havcbeen 
relating, whether Dunn appeared to be cool or was agitated? 

A. He seemed very much to want to. go. 

g. Did he appear to be much moved? 

A, He seemed to be very much affected for doing what 
he had done-s— he seemed to relent. 

g. Was 
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0. Was you in company, or did you see Dunn upon the 

Im of 

A. 

S: 



aSth of March? 
A» No, I saw him on the floth. 
At what time of day i 
About five o'clock. 
What passed then ? 

He was in at John Twiss's again, Twiss sent for me 
in, Dunn said he haa seen Mr.'Kinnaston, and he had chal- 
leged him with being acquainted with John Twiss, which 
he said he denied* 

(2* Did you see whether he had cried ; or observe any 
thingof that sort? 

A. Yes, I saw tears in his eyes several times« 

Jfohn Spink. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Wood. 

(I, You don't know how long he had been at Twiss's, 
when you found him there on the i8th of March? 

A. No. 

H. Nor how much liquor he had drunk ? 

A. No, I do not. 

A* Do you know whether he had drank any? 

A. He had had a little, but he was quite sensible ; he 
knew what he was saying and doing. 

g. Just as much as he knows now ? 

A. lie was not half so much in liquor then as he is now, 

£. How came Twiss to have him in his care ? 

A, I suppose Dunn came to seek Twiss. 

j2. What connection has Twiss with Mr. Walker? 

A, 1 do not know that he has any. 

(2* Is not he a workman of Mr. Walker's? 

A, I dare say he is. 

Q. How long had he been after this man to get hold of 
him? 

A. I cannot tell any thing about it. 

(I. When you saw nim again, he was with Mr. Walker's 
clerk? 

A. On the 19th Dunn said Kinnaston had challenged 
him with being with Mr. Walker's clerk. 

g. Was he with Mr. Walker's clerk then? 

A. He was ; but I was not there till late in the evening* 

j2« Was he drunk then? 

A* No, as sober as I am now* 

g. Was it late? 

A. It was about nine o'clock. 

g. He did not appear to have drank any thing ? . 

A. He 

/ 
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A, He might have had some drink, but he was perfectly 
sober. 

J^ohn Twiss (sworn). 
Examined by Mr. Chamhre^ . * 

2- You live at Manchester, don't you? * . " 

-4. Yes. 

(2- Are you one of the special constables of Manchester? 

A, Yes. 

2- There have been several appointed within the town^ 
two hundred, or thereabouts, I believe ? 

A, I do not know just the number. 
. (2* ^o yo^ know Dunn the witness, that has been exa- 
mined? 

A* I know this man Thomas Dunn. 

2. Were you with him on the i8th of March? 

A, I was. 

2r How happened you to come together on that day ? 

A, Thomas Dunn called at my house; 1 was lying on 
the bed ; I was sick ; he came, and said he had a shilling to 
spend. 

g. You did not take him into custody ? 

A. No. ' . 

j^. It is not usual, is it, for people to come to a special 
constable for the purpose of being taken into custody ? 

A, I went along with him to Welch's ; he began reflect- 
ing upon his bad conduct — that he had used Mr, Walker 
very ill. 

A. Did he begin of his own accord ? 

A» Yes, he did ; he repeatedly said, he had used Mr. 
Walker very ill, that he was sorry for it, and would ask Mr, 
Walker pardon. I said, if thou hast used him ill, thou had 
better asK his pardon in the public news-paper. 

2. Did he express any desire to see Mr. Walker? 

A, Yes, he did, and he would see him, and he wapted me 
to go to Barlow-Hall with him, and he would pay my ex- 
pences. 

g. How far is Barlow-Hall from Manchester.? 

A, 1 do not know — I was never there. — I said it was 
rather too late ; if he would content himself, I would go 
with him in the morning. . 

Q^» Was Spink with yoii at that tipie? ' 

A, Spink was in my house, \ve*came from W^^^^'s; 
Spink came into n^y house, he desired Spink likewise to go 
along with him^ .. ^^ ... • - 

2* Did you ever give him any money,* or .make' him any 
promises, to induce him to say any thing upon the subject f 

O A. Never 



( i6o ) 

• • < • r .■ . • 

^. No. ^_^ .' .' 

1^. Will ybtt swear, you never went to Liverpool after 
Dunn? 

4. At what time? 

g. Will you swear you never went to Liverpool after 
Dunn? 

A. I have been there after htm, within these eight days 
— with a subpctna in my pocket to suhpuntL-him* 

0* You was with htm drinking upon the 8th and 9th 
of January? 
, A. Yes. 

Q.' Upon the 18th of March you was again with him at 
Welch's? 

A, Yes ; I told you he called upon me, and I went off 
' the i>ed with him. , 

g. Who was in company with you at Welch's? 

A, John Spink, and me, and one James Stott* 
.. (2* Wheni^rou wasr with Duna at this public house, do 
you remember Mr. Walker's clerk, Moses Eadont coming? 

A, rdo,.bui tiot upion the 18th.. 

0, Was that upon thp 19th? 
- Jil.Ycs. ••:.: ••■ .: ^ . . . ^ . 

g. And the 20th too, I believe, you were drinking . to- 
gokheri^' .; " : '. . I : - ' ! • 

A, I never saw him before the close of the evening of 
the 20th, when he came to-, our house. .• 

g. Was Moses Eadon, Mr. Walker's clerk, with you 
upon the t8th, or not till the 19th? 

A, Upon the 19th. 

g. Upon Eadon's coming in, did not £adon go into an- 
other room, ahd did not you tip. Dunn upon the shoulder, 
and desire he would go with you into another room ? 

A. I did. 

£. How much liquor had you together at this public 
house upon the 19th? 
• A. At this time we had had very little. 

g. How much money was spent, before you parted ? 

A, I cannot possibly tell. 

I^. Don't you know, that fourteen or> fifteen shillings 
Avas spent by Mr. Walker's clerk, at this meeting upon the 
19th? 

g. Mr. Walker's clerk never paid a penny to my know- 
ledge — I paid most of it. 

i2- You. treated Dunn, did you? 

A. I paid the shot, and treated him. 

2- How much did you pay? 

A* I cannot tell to a shilling or two. 
. 2. Was it twenty shillings? 

A. No. 
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^. No. ' ^ 

g. Was it fifteen shillings? 

A, I carinot say. 

g. Was it above half a guinea ? 

A. It was. 

g- Was it not fifteen shillings ? 

A, It might be for what 1 know, I cannot tell. 

j^. Did not you tell Dunn, you wished he would get 
Out of the way, till the assizes were over? 

A, Never, no such matter. 

2- You swear, that at no time you ever told Dunn, you 
wished he would get out of the way, till the assizes were 
over? 

A, Never in my days-~--I wished otherwise, - 

(I, Do you mean to'swear upon your oath, that you did 
not advise him to remain at Preston ? 

A. I did not ; he said, he would go to Preston, for he 
said, he would not be subpccna'd by any party ; of all 
things, I said, you will stand forth at the trial ; ne said, I 
will, but I will not be subpCEna'd by any party. 

(2> Upon the 19th of Niarch he told yoii he would not 
be subpoena'd by any body ? . 

A. That was on the 20th, and he said the same on the 
21st in the morning. 

l2» When did you lend him this other money ? 

A, I leilt him one part on Wednesday night, somewhere 
about the 19th, and he had the remaining part some on 
Thursday, and the remaining part on the Friday morning. 

ff. How much has he had in the whole from you? 

A» Thirteen shillings, from the first to the last, 

S. And all this, after this meeting at Welch's, the Hare 
Hounds ? 

A, No, he had only nine shillings then. 

jj. Have you never received from any person whatever, 
either the money that you spent at the Hare and Hounds, 
or the money you lent Dunn? 

A. I have not upon my oath. 

(J. Nor no promise ? 

A. Nor no promise of any thing. Dunn promised he 
would pay me my money back again. 

i^. * ou never had, f|rom any other person living, a pro- 
mise of re-payment of the money lent ? 

A, No, never. 

1^. Hkve you never received any money back that you 
spent? 

A, No, never, from man, woman, nor child. 

g. Mr. Erskine (to Mr. Duckworth J, When you ^heard 

that it was reported, that this Dunn had run away, and 

. ■ .. was 
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was not coming to the assizes, did you take any step in 
consequence ? 

^. I had heard he was gone to Preston, and would stay 
there till the assizes. We were much scfraid he would run 
ofF. I went to Preston to desire Mr. Cross, the protho^ 
notary, would devise some means of keeping him in his cus* 
tody by a bailiff, or in some other manner. Mr. Crpss would 
not do that, but advised me to subpoena Dunn; wc^ued 
out a subpccna, and endeavoured to serve him with it. Mr. 
Twiss was sent to Liverpool, to endeavour to subpoena 
him there. He could not DC found. It had been reported 
that we had bribed Dunn to keep out of the way. 

Mr. Justice Heath. I cannot think there is much in the 
thirteen shillings, /or t^Duim was so corrupt that thirteen 
shillings would infitunce his testimony^ his credit is not worth 
much. 

Mn Jones (sworn). 

Examined by Mr. Lloyd. 

g. Was you at Mr. Walker's on the i8th of March ? 

A. I was. 

j^. Was Dunn, the man who stands behind you, there ? 

A, Yes, he was, he came soon after I got there. 
* 2. Did you hear him say, he had sworn true or falso, . 
against Mr. Walker? what did he say about Mr. Walker? 

.4, When he first came into the room, he seemed as if 
he was rather intoxicated. I thought he reeled across, 
from the door towards the ' window ; he sat himself 
down, and in a little time a question was proposed, I 
think by myself; Whether he had not something to say to 
Mr. Walker? he said, he had wronged Mr, Walker. I 
asked him in what manner he had wronged Mr. Walker p 
he fSaid^ he had iiccused him falsely. Immediately as he 
said thzt, he fell down upon nis knees, and begged his far* 
don, Mr. Walker desired him to get up. Several other 
questions were put to him, in what manner he had falsely 
sworn against Mr. Walker, he did not give any answer to 
them. 

12* Was he brought into the room by force, or did he 
appear of his own free-will ? 

Ai I understood he came oT his own free-will ; he 
knocked at the door, and was introduced into the room; ht- 
said, HE HAD BEEN BRIBED TO DO WHAT HE 
HAD DONE. 

S. Did he seem affected-^ was he in tears? 
. He seemed very much agitated when he entered the 
room. 1 asked Dunn, who had bribed him^ he would' not 
l^ve me an answer to that question, 

Mr* 



J ' 



( i<53 ) 

Mr. Jonts. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Lato. 

$. Was Mr. Twiss, the constable, there ? 

A, He was not there. The persons present in the room, 
when I was there, were Mr. Walker, Mr. Richard Walker, 
Mr. Ridgway the attorney, myself, and Dunn. 

g. I only wanted to know whether Twiss was there ; 
you need not mention who were there, for the purpose of 
confirming what you say. Did he seem to you, so far re* 
collected at the time he talked with you^ as to be aware of 
the import of what he was saying ? 

A* X es, I thought he was, perfectly. 

g. Did he specify any particulars, in which he had ac- 
cused Mr. Walker falsely ? 

A. He did not ; I asked him that question ; he did not 
give an answer to it \ he seemed very desirous of commu* 
nicating what he had to say to Mr. Walker alone: he 
seemea very loth to say any thing to any questions puft to 
him, while Mr. Ridgway and I were there ; he frequent- 
ly desired that Mr. Walker and he might confer together; 
Mr. Walker did not choose to trust himself with him alone. 
. (I. You have no sort of doubt ^n your recollection, that 
Dunn used those words that he had accused Mr* Walker 
falsely? ' 

A. He did. 

l2» A^'^as there any conversation, respecting the indict- 
ment that was depending at Lancaster at that time ? 

A^ I did not hear any thing said about an indictment. 




never hadf he had heard him speak disrespectfully of him. I 
asked him in what manner he had spoken disrespectfully of 
him? but to that question he gave no answer. 

Q, Was there any mention made at that time, of any a^ 
semblies held at the house of Mr. Walker, for the purpose 
of exercising with arms ? 

A, Not a syllable. 

(2- Was any thing said of Mr. Yorke being at Mr.- Walk- 
er's ? be so good as tell me all that passed at that meeting ? 

A, There was a question asked about Mr. Yorke ; it was 
asked by Dunn himself — instead of directly answering Mr* 
Walker's questions, he seemed to evade them by putting 
the question whether Mr. Yorke had been in town or no? 
Or whether he had seen him within a few days? Mr. 
Walker did not give him any answer to that question. 

d. Nothing 
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Q. Nothing was said then about Yorke's having been at 
the meeting at Mr. Walker's house ? 

A. No. 

g- How long might Dunn be with you in the whole? 

A, I fancy he was about twenty minutes, or half an hou^ 
in the room — ^the questions I have mentioned, were fre* 
quently put to him, 

g. Did you take any thing down In writing of what 
p/issedP 

A, I did that night when I got home. 

0. Have you a minute of it ? 

3. I have 

(I. Be so good as to let me look at that minute ; it is not 
from any doubt of your giving me the best of your recol- 
lection, I wish to see it for another purpose. 

^Mr, Jorus gave Mr. Law nis minutes, J 

You mention here, I see, that you went with Mr. Rich- 
ard Walker, Dunn was soon introduced — ^by whom was he 
introduced? 

A, I think Mr. Richard Walker shewed him into the rx)om, 
if I recollect right ; somebody knocked at the door yery soon 
after we sot there; I understood it was Dunn; he came 
immediately into the room. 

g. Who introduced him. \ 

A. I think Mr. Richard Walker opened the door when 
Dunn came into the room. I was doubtful towards the end 
of the business, whether he Was drunk, or only feigned 
to be so; for towards the latt^ end of it he appeared more 
steady, and seemed perfectly collected in every thing he 
said ; he ' was particularly urgent with Mr. Walker to be 
alone with him. Finding that could not »be obtained, he 
wished to be with the ' two Walkers ; that was refused ; 
then he desired he might be with lyir. Richard ' Walker 
alone^ which was also wfused, and Mr. Walker peremptorily 
told him he would hot suffer himself to be in his company 
alone. The man seemed very much vexed at it and he came 
out with a tKrieat upon the occasion ; he said Mr. Walker 
would repent^ of it, for it would be a damn'd deal worse for 
him, let htm bring as many witnesses as he would, 

Mr. Erskine. Mr, Thomas Dunn, is this true or false ? 

A. False, 

g. This gentleman is perjured then— it is all fals^ ? 

A, Yes. 

Mr. Law, I know the character of several of the gentle- 
men who have been examined, particularly Mr.v Jones *; I 
cannot expect one witness alone, unconfirmed, to stand 
'against the testimony of these witnesses ; I oyght not to ex- 
' pect it, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Justice Heaths You act very properly, Mr. Law. 

TA^^i^ry immediately gave their verdict NOT GUILTY, 

Mr. Vaughan. I- pray that Dunn may be committed. 

Mr. Erskinc^ We will undertake to prosecute him for 
PtRJURY. 

Mr. Justice Heath,. Let him be committed ; and I hope, 
Mr. Walker, that jhis will be an admonition to you, to 
keep better company in future. 

Mr, Walker^ I have been in no bad company, my Lord, 

except in that of the wretch who stands behind tae ; nor 

is there a word or an action of my life, in which the public 

are at all interested, that 1 wish unsaid, or undone, or that 

tUnder similar circumstances I would not repeat. 

Mr. Justice Htath. You have been HONOURABLY 
^ACQUITTED, Sir, and the witness against you is corn- 
mitted for PJ^RJURY. 



Immediately after the' above verdict was given, the ^me 
jury was again impannelled, and sworn to try Mr. Walk- 
£R upon the jq^arat^ indictment, charging him -with damning 
the Kin^y and sayingy he would as soon take his head off^ as 
tear a bit oj paper, 

Thomas Dunn, thie only evidence for the CROWN on 
this indictment, having been committed for PERJURY, 
the Jury instantly returned their Verdict, NOT GUILTY. 

Mr. Walker had the most incontrovertible evidence to 
prove, he was in London at the time Dunn swore that the 
words laid in this indictment , were spoken by Mr. fValker 
in Manchester. 



The jury were again impannelled and sworn to try 

iAMES Cheetham, udou thc Separate indictment against 
im, for damning th€ King, and wishing he was guilUtinedy 
but the witness for the CROWN, Mr. Dunn, having 
been committed for perjury, the jury IMMEDIATELY 

found .the defendant NOT GUiLTY, 

.v.»a/w»iA p Upon 
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Upon Saturday, the 5th of April 1794, a Bill of Indict- 
ment was preferred against Thomas Dunn, for PER- 
JURY ; and found by the Grand Jury, of which the fol- 
lowing is a List. 

THOMAsBuTT£RwoaTHBAYLEY,Esq« of ^(]>^«i Foreman. 

N I c H o I.AS As H TO N, Esq. of W6oUoit. 

William A8SHETO^f, Esq. of CutrdaU^Lpdge. * 

EnwAKD Buckley, Esq. of Lancaster, 

Daniel Bay LEV, Esq. of £K(>^^. 

Joseph Brookes, Esq. of Everton, 

Charles Gibson, Esq. of Lancaster, 

Geoffrey Hornby, Sen. Esq. of Preston^ 

John Fowden Hinole, Esq. of Blackburn* 

Henry Hulton, Esq. of Preston, 

ItoBERT HfisKETH, Esq. of LaHcasttr, 

John Mac hell, Esq. of Pennybridge» 

Thomas John Parke, Esq, of High/ieU» 

£0 MUNo RiGBY, Esq. of Grange, 

Abraham Rawlins on, Esq. of EUel-HaU, 

William Rawlinson, Esq. of Ancoats, 

Nicholas Starkie, Esq. of Frenckwood, 

Robinson Shuttlewor'th, Esq. of Preston, 

HiBNRY Sudell, Esq.^ of Blackburn* 

John Walmesley, Esq. of Preston, 

Jam £ sWhallbyj Esq. of Clark-Hill. 

Joseph James Vernon, Esq. of Preston* 
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APPENDIX. 



No. I. 

Copy of Mr. Walkefsnnt I^tUr to 
Mr, Secretary Dundas. 

V Bate's Ho^el, Jejune, i79g» 

Sir, • . 

1 have becnfor some time absent from home, on ac- 
count of business which has required my prekericer in London; 
I fincl by my letters of last Saturday, (the contents of whiel^ 
are stiU more strongly confirmed by those of to-day) that Z 
report has been industriously circulated in Manchester of a 
charge of 'HIGH T|lEASON, made against me, before 
Ae magistrates of thjit^'toWn. .' ' . 

I arm ex:tremely sdft^ to' occupy your time wrth the fri» 
Volous rumours that idle and ignorant, or bigptted and 
imdevolent people may amuse themselves with propagating 
at the cxpcnce of tny cnjitacter^ But the rfepbrt above menr 
tiohed is in itself so serious, and has been the tppic of so 
muchxonversation'at Manchester, that I think it right, in 
justice to myself, and to obviate any Joist construction -whicli. 
my enemies may put upoh my absence from home, to infom} 

rou, S^ir, that my residence is as abovementioned, and that 
shall be not m^x^ly ready and toiHing,hut desir&us to meet 
any charge that may be made against me from whateveif 
quarter it may proceed. I shall be upon change at the usual 
time almost every day this week, and 1 shall be this evening 
in the lobby of the House of Commons, or in the gallery 
there* 

I have the honour to be, 
V Sir, 

your most obedient servant, 

(signed) THOMAS WALKER. 

The Right Honble^ Henry Dundas, 
Principal Secretary of State for 
tfa^ ^ome Department, &c» &c, 

> .No, 
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No. II. 



Copy oJ-Mp. Walker* & second Letter t% 
JUr. Secretary Dundas. 

« 

Bate's Hotel, 22d June, 1793« 
Sir, 

Xn Consequence of repedted advice from Manches- 
ter of warrants /or HIGH TREASON having been issued 
against me, 1 thoUght it right to inform you by letter on 
Monday last, that I resided during my stay in town, at Bate's 
. Hotelydjid that I should be at the House of Commons on that 
evening, and on change at the usual hours almost every 
day of the week. I have kept my promise. 

I confess I am somewhat surprized, under all th^ circum- 
stances of ipy situation, that 1 nave not been favored with 
an answer to that letter, but had the busi(iess rested thefei 
I should probably have troubled you no further. 

By, a letter, however, from my aUprncy in Manchester, 
ient yesterday under cover to a frien^ ,of mine, I Iean\ offi- 
cially that a warrant upon a charge of ^IGH TREASON 
has certainly been issued against me at Manchester, and I b|ve 
eyery feaspn to suppose (if my infprmation be true) that the 
intent of the pharge in the Hrst instance, and the subsequent 
delay in proceeding upon it, \s not to punish me for a po- 
litical oftence, oJF which I know I an* not guilty, but ta 
injure my general character and reputatipfi; ipdirectly in- 
deed, but irrevocably* 

The character and credit of a commercial man^ Sir, is 
too delicate to be trifled with. Hitherto mine has been 
unsullied ; and I trust it will retnain so by any conduct of 
my own. But the principle of harassing a British mer- 
chant by vague reports^ indusir%ofisly circulat^d^ of crimes 
he has never committed; by charges unfounded^ ana threats 
unexecutedy is sp base, so detestably malignant, that I hope, 
for the honour of the national character, it is confined to 
my enemies at Manchester, 

It is highly improbable that apy charge of so criminal a 
nature, can have been made against me, without its being 
known at the office of his Majesty's secretary of sfatc. 
I do, therefore, earnestly entreat, that I may be kept no 
longer in suspense; that I may be treated forthwith accord* 
xng to law, if there be any legal accusation against me, or if 
there be none, that I may be informed of it without delay. 
I think I have a right, alter what has passed, to require, as 

an 



an act of common justice, that my mind may be set at ease, 
and that I i|iay be enabled to attend to my commercial con- 
cerns, without the perpetual anxiety attendant upon re* 
ports and suspicions most injurious and unfounded. 

Mr. Wharton will do me the favour to deliver this, and 
iv^ait for an answer *• 

In the mean time I am, 
• Sir, . 

.your obedient servant, 

(signed) THOMAS WALIiJER, 

The I^ight Honble. Henry Dundas, 

his .Majesty's Principal Secretary 
. pf State for the Home Depart^* 

men^i &c« &c« 



No. III. 

Copy of a Letter /r am Mr.Wdlktr to ' 
Mr. Wharton. ' . 

- : ■ ■ ■ Bate's Hotel^ London, i6th July 1793. 

Dear Sir, - J 

X have no doubt you will.be n^ch surprized^ 
i^hen I inform you, that I am still without apy answer (9 
the letter you did me the honour to take to Mr. Dundas (a^ 
secretary of state for the^ome department) upon the Aad 
ult. and several of my friends, being not less surprized than 
myself at the silence of Mn Dundas, are anxious to know 
what passed between you and him upon the delivery of my 
letter. I shall, therefore, consider myself particularly ob- 
liged, if you will favour me, as nearly as.yOu can recollect^ 
with the substance of the conversation which took place 
on that occasion. 

AVith piuch respect and esteem believe me, 
• * Dear Sir, 

very sincerely your's, 

(signed) THOMAS WALKER. 

John Wharton, Esq. M. P. Skelton 
Castle, near Guisborough, York- 
shire. 

No. 

* W|)ile Mr. Wharton went in to Mr. Dundas, Mr. Walker, and Mr. 
Cooper as his friend, waited near t^ door of the Board of Controul, tiU 
Mr. Wh^con came out. 

X • 
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No. IV. 

Co^ o/" Mr. WhartaiCs 4nswcr to 
Mr. Waller. 



Dear Sir, 

1 am much surprized to find that you have not 
yet heard from the secretary of state's office in reply to the let- 
ter I delivered from you to Mn Duhdas,'on the a2d ult. *f^e 
conversation that passed between us on that occasion, you 
desire that I should repeat to you ; it is impossible for me 
to undertake to do it verbatim;, but the substance was, that 
I presented the letter at your request, in consequence of 
your not having received any reply to one of a similar pur- 

5ort, that ypu had written to.hunontke pre^ding Mon* 
ay; and that being kept in a state of ^suspense on a suDJect of 
so serious a nature, was highly injurious to you as an English- 
majEi a^d ». n^erchant^^Mr. Di^i^^s read tne letter, and said 
that it was' impoS!sibie for him to make any other reply fp it 
tAan this, that he had received serious ana criminal charges 
against you ; that he had conseauently taken such ^teps.as 
]^ official duty required, to have those charges invcfstigatedj 
Mid that 1 mi^ht assure you, that no official delay should 
arise, and that when any det^mination was taken re- 
specting them, you shoula be apprized of it, I s^^id yoii 
ii^shed for tiothing mo.re than a speedy determination ptt 
ft)ie steps to bid taken, and that you did not ^^yish ^o escapt^ 
the justice of your country, if you had offended it;, ana t 
added,' that you had accofhpanied me to his office, and that 
l^as ready to deliver up the culprit, if he considered you 
as such, immediately; but I apprehended that upon afuH 
investigation of the charges against you, it would appear 
that personal enmity to you, and jealousy of your commer- 
cial connections, had instigated persons who had failed in 
their attempts to injure you commercially, to make this at- 
tempt to take away your life; Mr. Dundas^ said it was very pos- 
sible that there might be low and perspnal motives for th^ 
prosecution, and that he (from everything he hadheratofbre 
heard or known of you) had too good an opinion of your 
uaderstanding, to suppose you would subject yourself to the 
|)Qpaltie# Qf .Jiifih treason, I tb^n thaok^ jlfim for bis 

w4p¥?^94>Pisfetni^s,a|i4tQ9kn^y ^ ,• 

I«hiU 
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I fthaH be very happy to hear from y9u. If ady thing 
blither is done in this business^ and remain. 

Dear Sir^ 
with f noafi»regard, your's, yery sincerely, 

(signed) JfOHN WHARTON. 
SlLdrdtr Castle, Jufy <i, 1793. 

iTbotfiaSf Walter, Esq. Bate's Hbtel, 
Adelphi} Londdn, 



Wo. V. 

Copy 6f a third Letter Jrom Mr. Walker, 
to ^r. Secretary Dundas. 

Bate's Hotels sgth July 1793. 
Sir, 

itttwt Mt. Wh^toti's acc6unt of the conversatioii 
that parsed between you and him, on his delivering to yoa 
my letter 6f the 22d' ult. I was induced to expect an early ^ 
intimation of the intended proceedings against me, or of their v 
having been relinquished. I should he much surprized that 
no decision had yet taken pface on this business, if I were 
not conscious that the more strictly the accusations were in- 
vestigated, the more futile they would appear. 

My business in London will occupy me till Sunday 
next,- when I shall set out for Lancashire, unless some no* 
tice from the office of his Majesty's secretaries of state 
should detain me longer in town. 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

(signed) THOHAS WALKER. 

The Right Honble, Henry Dundas, 
his Majesty's Principal Secretary 
Qf Sta^ . for tho Home Depart- , 

.. Vfi^Xy&C^ &c» 



> » > • • 
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lift APPENDIX. 

Mr. Walker not having received an anfwer friom Mr# 
Dundas to any of his three letters, and judging that Mi*. 
Dundas's testimony might be essential, directed him to be 
subpoenaed to appear as a witness oi^ this trial at Lancas- 
ter. The following are copies of. two subpoenas with which 
Mr, Dundas was served, together with the copies of two let- 
ters, the one from Messrs. Ward, Dennetts and Greaves, 
agents to Messrs. Duckworth and Dennett, and the other 
from Mr. White, solicitor to the treasury, to Messrs. Ward, 
Dennetts and GreaveS| upon this subject. 



No. VI. 

Copy of the first Subpoena with which Mr. Dundas 

was served, 

(George the third, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, 
France, and IreUnd, King, Defender of the Faith, &c« 
To the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, our Principal 
Secretary of State for the |iome Department, greeting, we 
command you, that laying aside all other business, excuses, 
and delays whatsoever, you be and personally appear before 
.our justices at Lancaster, the first day of the next general 
session of assizes of oyer and terminer, and general gaol 
delivery there to be holden, to testify and speak the truth 
between us and Thomas Walker, Georg^ M* Cullum, John 
Smith) William Paul, Samuel Jackson, James Cheetham, Oli^ 
ver Pearson, Benjamin Booth, Henry Yorke, and Joseph Col- 
lier, on the part and behalf of the said Thomas, George, John| 
William, Samuel, James, Oliver, Benjamin, Heliry, and Jo- 
seph, upon all such matters and things where upon you shall be 
examined^ and that you bring with you ana produce upon 
the said trial, three several letters, purporting to be written 
by the said Thomas Walker to you, one of which is dated 
in the words and figures following, "Bate's Hotel, 17th 
" June 1793," and is signed and subscribed with the name 
"Thomas Walker," and is directed to you by the descrip- 
tion of the Right Honble. Henry Dundas, Principal Secretary 
of State for the Home DQ|>artment, &c. another of which . 
said letters is dated in th^ ^ords and figures foltowthg, 
"Bate's Hotel, 22d June 1 793," and is signed and sUbs^tib- 
ed with the name " Thomas Walker," and is directed toyOu 
by the description of " The Right Honble. Henry Dundas, 
" his Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Home 
*.t rpcpartmcnt, &c. &c." and the other of which said letters 

i* 
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is dated in the words and figures foUowin^s '^ Bate's Hotel, 
'; ^9Ju^y \l!^$" and is signed and subs<cribed with the name 
" Thomas Walker,** ajad is. directed to you by the descfip* 
tion of " The Right HopHe. Henry Dundas^ his Majesty's 
"Principal Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
&c. &c. And this you are not to omit, under the penalty of 
one hundred pounas. Witness, Sir Archibald Nlacdonald, 
Knight, at Lancaster, the fifteenth day of August, in the 
thirty- third year of our reign i 

: BjITT. 

(Endorsed.) 

'-.■■. ■ '...>'<■ 

^arcK 24th 1794.1, .$ery^d this subp<eharod Mn Dundas^ 
at his house kt Wimbledon, and at the same time oflbred 
h{m tl;rirty guineas^! which he refused. 

(signed) J.DENNETT. 



» i 



•t 



Ho. Vlt. 



topy ofiht second Suiposna with whim Mr. Dundas 

, VH^s served. 

vjeorge the thirdj by the grace of God, of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, King, Defender ^i^- ^^^ Faith, &c« 
lb the Right ttonblfe. Hehry Dundas, ouV Principal Secre- 
tary of State of the Home Dcpartincrit, greeting, we c6m- 
mand you, that laying aside aU other business, excuses, and 
delays whatsoever, you be ai^ personally appear before our 
Justices at Lancaster, the fitstday of the nekt general session 
of assizes of oyer and terminer, and general gaol deliverythere 
to be holden^ to testify and speak the truth between us and 
Thomas Walker, Gedrge M' Ciillumj John Smith, William 
Paul, Samuel Jacksbn, Jaihes Cheetham, Oliver Pearson^ 
Benjai^iin Booth, Henry Yor^, and Joseph Collier, on^ the 
part and behalf of the said Thomas, George, John, Wil- 
liam, Samuel, James, Oliver, Benjamin, Henry, and Jo- 
seph, upon all suph matters and thiti^ whereupon you 
shall be examined^ And also that you dring with you and 
produce upon the trial of this tr^iveru, (lU. mforniafions and 
examinations^ and copies of informations and examinations^ 
taken on oath or otherwise^ of Thomas Dunn^ or any other per ^ 
son or persons against the said defendant s^ or any of them, «- 
t her for high treason^ conspiracy, or any other crime or mis de- 
meanor ^ transmitted and delivered toyou^ either as the Secretary 

Q of 
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0f state, or otherwise^ and aU tuarrants, &r copUs'af warrants 
ujued thtreott, and all tkfur froctedinfi had and taken there- 
iw."— And this you arc nbt oAiit under the Pfnalty of cmc 
hundred pounds. Witness, fer Archibald Macdcmald, 
Knight, at Lan<?astcr, the fifteenth day of August, m the 
thirty-third year of our reign. BATT 

(Endorsed.) , 

March 25 1794. 

Served this subpoena, by delivering copy to Mr. Ncpean, 
,^fAio undertoolt t» aceept it as if served 6n Mr. Dundas. 

(ttgixttd) J. DENNETT. 



I f ■•••>•. 
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No. VII I. 

Copy of Messrs. Wardi i^nruftts and Greaves' s Letter 
to. Mfssrs.^ Duckworth ftjiA Dennett. 

The King against Wdtft^ and others. 

. Geirtlemen, 

' We could not get to see Mr^ Dundas to 
serve the last subpo&na upon,, mm, but Mr. Ncpean re- 
ceived it, and he undertook, to accept it as good Service, 
siiice which we have received, the inclosed letter from the 
Solicitor to the Treasury, which aisnits the service of both 

subpoenas. ... 
We are. 

Dear Sirs, 

Vour's, isincerely,- 

(signed) WARD, DENNETTS & GREAVES, 

Coveht Garden, March 27, 1794. 

We k-etum you the subpoena. 

Messrs. Duckworth and Dennett, 
' Manchester. 



No. 
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No. IX. 

• f 

Copy of Hr. White's Letter to Messrs. Ward, 
Dennetts and Greaves^ 

The King against PM and others^ 

1 he subpopua, which you served on Mr. Dundas, 
requiring him to -produce three letters, sent by Mr. Walk- 
er, one of the defenda^nts, to Mr. Dundas, sis Secretary of 
State, hath.been sent tq me, together lyith Mr. Walker'* 
letters. 

I beg leave to a<2<^uaint you, that thc;se letters sh^U be 
produced on the Toal, if called for, and I will instruct 
his Majesty's Counsel to admit that they were received by 
Mr. Dundas, in his capacity pf SecreUry pf State, and that 
both subpoenas- have been served. 

I am. 
Sirs, 

your most l^umble servant, 

(signed)' JO^' WHITE. 
No. $, Lincoln's Inn, 
$7 March, i794* 

Messrs. Ward, Dennetts and Greaves, 
Solicitors, Covent Garden. 



No. X. \ 

Particulars of several Applications made by Mr. 
Richflrd Walker, respecting his Brother, Mr. 
Thomas Walker, to the Rev. John Griffiths one of 
his Majesty s Justices 6/ the Feace. 

On l^tu^y July iSth 17,98, I went to tjie Rev. John 
CliAth's house a littler before ten in the moining, acccmi- 
pftaied' by Mr. William -Seddon, but finding Mr. Griffith 
was gone to church, wev^aitedin thechurch-fyard till he 
€9me out, when Mr. Seddon told him we wanted to speak 
to him, on which Mr. Griffith took us into a public house 
^.jl^h«'ClHMteb^9f4» v«)\erA< M.!*. S'c^on inf^pi^med *him that 
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as we understood he had granted a warrant «igainst Mr, 
Walker, we came to let him know that Mr. Walker wa^ 
in London^ and where he was to he met with.; that he 
(Mr. Griffith) misht get the sam^ seryed upon him there, 
Mr. Griffith replied, that there certainly was a warrant 
signed hy him against Mr. Thomas Walker, for HIGH 
TREASON, and when he came home, it would be put 
in force ; that there had been a person waiting in the 
MARKET PLACE ♦ to apprehend him, at a time when it 
was reported he was returned home, that Unite, a deputy 
constable, had either been at Barlow or in the neighbour- 
hood, as it was said Mr. Walker had been there, and that he 
had also been seen in Manchester. I told him it was per- 
fectly untrue ; thit my brother had' never been o.ut of Lon- 
don or the neighbourhood, since he first went up ; Mr. 
Griffith' said ^^ I do not hesit<ite to declare that as the mat- 
'Uf now stands we cannot convict either Mr^ Paul or any other 
person of high tfeason as we have ohly one witness at pre- 
sent." I then re^d him the annexed paper, and gave 
him my brother's address on a card, in my brother's own 
hand writing. Mr. Griffith said, h« did not see why he 
should act out of his own district, and that I had better 
give the card to Unite, who had (be warrant, and might 
do as he pleased ; I replied, I should have nothing to 
do with Unite, or any such people, that he (Mf. prif7 
£th) had declared he had granted a warrant for my 
brother's apprehension, and therefore I left' the card 
^Mrith him. He persisted in saying, he saw Ho reason for 
his acting ; Mr. Seddon replied, be thought if Mr. Walker 
had really been guilty of HIGH TREASQN, he ougfit to 
have been taken up, or to be so, immediately, ^herever he was, 
and prosecuted at the expence of the public. Mr. Grif- 
fith said, he 4id not see that ; he had sent copia qf the inform 
mations to government, and could not tell why they did nqt act, 
§nd why they seemed to wish to throw the business on a 
country justice. Mt. Seddtin declared- he thought it very 
sti;ange, and a niost malevolent piece of business through- 
put, and observed, that had a warrant been issued against 
any perst)n on a charge of bastardy, he {Mr. Griffith) would 
have taken care to have it backed, and the persota. appre- 
hended at the charge of the parish. Mr. Griffith replied, 
** that' would be for the security of the pari^h^* *M r. Seddon 
19'aid, "true, an tf this being on a chaise of high treason, is for 
*-''the security bf the* kingdom, >sma ought to be at the e^-P 
'«* pfcnte c5f th^ publidk," Mt, Ofiflkh stttl said, they had on- 

' ' • • . • , . y 

• T^e Market'pfaci in Manchesttr is eonliidere^ as ike Exchange,' wkifc thL 
m^srchants and manufacturers meet to transact their business. 
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ly one witness ; on wKicH, I remarkied, that with all the 
pains which it was rcj)orted he, the Rev. Mr. Griffith, 
had taken, it was surprizing he could not get another witness 
as good as the one they h(id^ but that i thought no candid or 
dispassionate person was at a loss to what motive to'attribute 
the present proceedings. I also mentioned my (brother's 
having given notice to Mr. Dundas, of his being in London. 

The Rev. Mr. Griffith said, ** that so far from hii acting 
^^ in London, was he there, and had a sufficient acquaintance 
"with Mr. Thomas Walker, he should not think it unjus- 
" tillable or improper to call on him at his own hotel, and 
^' dine with him." OnwhichMr.Seddon said, What! DINE 
WITH A TRAITOR ! and I added, and one against whom 
you your self have issued a warrant for his apprehension ! he 
replied, "I mean as a private gentleman ;" we both re- 
peated, would you dine with a TRAITOR?" 

Mr. Griffith then said,- it was not incumbent on him to 
take any steps tp apprehend Mr. Thomas Walker out of 
his own neighbotlirhood, on which Mr. Seddon observed, 
that the warrant being for conspiring or compassing the 
death of the Kin^, as he (Mr, Griffith J had acknowledged^ and 
Mr. lliomas Walker being in London so near the King's 
person, he might more easily have an opportunity of put* 
ting his wicked intentions into execution, but that a trai- 
tor ought to be taken into custody wherever he was, as 
soon as possible; and I said it shewed little regard for the safe" 
iy of the King* s person^ to su^er those who were accused of con- 
spiring against his life^ to be at large so near him without in^ 
terruption. 

The Rev. Mr, Griffith also declared, that Unite hsid followed 
Mr s,Jfcf.ckson*s Funeral to have apprehended Mr.Jachson^ had h^ 
followed 'her to the grave: that he wished Unite itot to inter* 
nipt the ceremony, as he thought it woujd be rather indeli* 
cate, but to follow Mr. Jackson, and take Him up as he re-* 
turned home^ or at his own house. Mr. Griffith also said, h« 
was persuaded that treason had been actually committed at 
Mr. Walker's house, but that Mr, Walker was not present of 
the time, I replied, that* was not the fact, for neither 
my brother, nor I, had any connection with people guilty pf 
treason. Mr. Griffith said, it- had been reported he haa an 
indemnity from government for what he had done, but that 
was- not the case. 

Mr. Seddon mentioned Mr. Paulas treatment, and Mr*. 
Griffith's having refused a copy of the information, and the 
reports which had been, so shamefully spread, respecting dif* 
ferent people bein^ apprehended here for high treason, and 
that the matter ought -certainly to be brought to a conehi^ 
sic^. -lAfter repeatiag the general purport of the papev 
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alluded to, and Mr. Griffith again declaring that hjB should 
give the card to Unite, who might act as hethouglit proper, 
we left him. 

I again went on the 31st of July, with Mr* Birch and 
Mr. Sanderson, to Mr« Griffith and gave him notice in 
their presence that my bcothes would be at Lancaster at 
the ensuing assizes. 

On the 5th of August I aeain informed Mr. Griffith, that 
my brother would be in Manchester on the Thursday, or 
Friday following; Mr, Griffith asked where be would be, 
to which I replied, that I could not tell precisely where he 
would be, but that he would be in Manchester ; Mr. 
Griffith said, "WILL HE BE UPON CHANGE?" 
I said, ^* Why should .he be upon change? he will be in 
« Manchester.** Mr. Griffith further asked^ " Will your 
*^ brother pledge himself to take his trial Foa si^ditiom 
*^ at the ensuing assizes? fgr / have two charges against 
^ him, cme for HIGH TREASON, and another for s&. 
*' DiTidN." I replied, " he will he in Manchester at the 
^* time I mention, ofi Thursday or Friday next." 

On Thursday my brother returned from London to Bar* 
low, and on Friday morning he came to Manchester, of 
which I gave Mr. Griffith immediate notice. 

RICHARD WALKER. ' , 



No. XI. 

Copy ef the Paper read by Mr. Richard Walker ^ to 
the Rev. John Griffith, upon the xBth of July 
1793, in ike Presence of Mr. William SeMon. 

1 undentand from the infoimation of several respectable 

5ePSQns, that there is a warrant out against my brother Mr. 
'homas Walker, signed by you, on a criminal charge 6i 
tone kind or other ; my brother has received the same in* 
fermation : as ihis report is now generally currefit in Man* 
Chester, I think it right to acqiiaint you, that my brother 
Mr, Thomas Walker, resides at present at-Bate^ Hotel, in 
the Adclphi, London ; that his business will detain -him 
in London some time; that he wishes hihiself, and i wish fin 
His account, that no uncertainty respecting the place x>f his 
tt>ode, may delay iihe course of justice ; and tnexttfore if 
tlrtre be any warrant against 'hitn, you may have the •of* 
l^ectunity of getting ;it properly hacked, amd ttn%d u^ppo 

hixn 
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him.witliout d^ay, a^ he 'wiH certainly feinton in London 
a suffici^ttt icngtn of tiinc tt> enable this to be done. He 
is 'generally apon the Koyal Exebiange' evexy day at the 
H^Ual'hcmrs. 

• If* there be no charge against my brother, I think I have a 
right'tb catl upon you to toy so, as my commercial reputation 
^ tnvdtv^d, as well as his, in the present reports against 
hirii.' iPh&ft you Inay ittot possibly make any mistake, I give 
you tMs card, with his address in his own hand-writing. 

.♦',' ' ' (Copy of the CdrdJ. " 

J . . Mi-. Walker, ;, 

f. ,, of Manchester,^ 

Bate's Hotel,, 

.,^^>Iy5>m :.'.:' AdelpH :c 

about 1 1 o'clock. London* , 

A. IVl. . ,. . ,- 



No. XII. 



Copy of ikt Pa^jh' Jrtftrrti to in the ' JEtidence q^ 

GtotgeQlarky pagiSt» 

To t^kc i^formng Spciefi^4 in iSheJkld^ and A^h^r: persons tiih^ 

soncur piith themtn sct^ifii^nt;- . ' 

AHow a sincere w^ll-iwJshe'r to the liberties of mankind', 
and p^rtiriilarly to the ha^ipihess arid freedom of this coun- 
try, most earnestly to f xhort you, hiS'feUbw-townsmcn to 
cchitrmip to testify, by the \vhoie of yoUr behaviour, that * the 
* true spirit bf liberty is ^ spirit of order^' ias' ypiir Society for 
Constitutional Irifdtmation.has well cxpriessed it. Be this 
yoUt invariable method of refuting ahd defeating the nume- 
rous calumnies of those who, from mis tajcing your views, or 
other ihotives, misrepresent your real designs. You m^y be 
assured that nothing will chagrin such as are indeed your 
enemies, so inuchas to find that you kee^ steadily, on ali 
Occasions, to a strict obsc^rvance of tbe laws, and a peaceable 
« conduct ; nor would any thing gratify theih more, or be s6 
essentially injurious to the cause* of that Reform which yoii 
wish to oDtain, than for you to be so far misled as to com* 
mit any act of ribt or tumult. 

' Promote with firmness, by all just, legal 'and peaceable 
means, a Reform in the Representation of the People, main- 
tain the "Freedom of the Presi — that indi^ensable Safeguard 
to yoiir liberties — and assert, in the like calm and peaceable 
Way, yoUr right to free discltssion on political subjects. Buf 

at 
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at the same time do all this with propriety and discretion^ 
Do nothing wKich canl>e conceived by oihtrs except from 
wilful pcryersion^ to be inimical to that Constitution, one 
branch of which you profess 'it to be your design to restore 
ta its due purity by constitutional renovation. — When 
events happen favourable, as you think, to just anduniverx- 
sal liberty,, avoid public rejoicings and processions, because 
they fnay prove offensive instead of <x>nciliating tO; those; of 
your fellow-citi^ex^i.iivho do not view. such occurrences in 
the same light that you do ; because they may afford your 
opponents, and those who wish you ill, an opportunity to 
excite confusien and disorder ; wherciby the persons or pro- 
perty of your neighbours might be injured, which woula be 
laid to your charge, though you niight be quite clear of .^ny 
intentional harm, and because they may^ from circatnisliiihces 
attending such processions and rejoicings, be Cotistrued in- 
to an insult to the Government of your own country, not-^ 
withstanding you may mean nothing of the kind* 

Leave all tumult and disturbance, all injury to those who' 
differ from you either in Politics or Religion, to men of a 
very different descriptroxi from ' yourselves— to - men who 
level the p]:operty and endanger the persons of innocent 
2Uid meritorious citii^ens, *for ekercising the right of pritate 
judgment, to thosewko; opposealL Reform^ to those who are 
zealots for acknowledged aouses. To such men as these let 
it be left to prove themselves the only levellers to be founcl 
in this country.»^H<)w contrasted is the spirit of such men, 
to that liher^ ^p^^i of moderation, and social intercoursi^^ 
which happilyjpxevails among persons of all opinions in this 
^own and .neighbourliood ! 

. As no inst^nce.bf .outrage and violence can be justly^^al- 
Icdged against the friends of JRLefprm during the late and 
still existing alarms, do you carefully supp\)rt that honour- 
able and peaceful character. Manifest to all that you do 
not entertain the levelling principles you are chargea with, 
by a constant regard to^the safety of the persons and proper- 
ty of all around you* — Protect, but do hot destroy* 6ear re- 
proach with manly -firmness, but do no injury yourselves. 
Convince by peaceable behaviour, by obedience to legal au- 
thority, and by that dignity of conduct which is becoming, 
tliose who are influenced by the principles of genuine Liber-r 

Your townsmen and neighbours, at their meeting this day, 
have done nothing unfriendly to Liberty or Reform, but 
have expressed a confidence in the peaceable disposition of 
the inhanitants of the town. It is your part to continue to. 
shew that you are worthy of that coufiaence. They have 
declared (heir firm attachment to ^ Government and Con- 

stitutiofn 
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&titution of th^'Ir cou'titry, one grand principle of which is 
to amend what maybe amiss, from the lapse of time or other 
'circumstances, and their abhorrence of all riot and tumult, 
with a resolution to assist the civil magistrate in quelling 
every thing of that nature. These declarations are agreeable 
to the sentiments contained in some of the publications of 
your Society for Constitutional Information, In confirma- 
tion of which, one of the members of that Society gave his 
approbation to the proceedings of the meeting in a manner 
highly to his credit ; and the general concurrence, as well as 
the handsome behaviour of the others who attended, ought 
not to pass unnoticed. 

Permit me to add a few words more. — What is the object 
of Political Reform, but by suitable regulations to guard more 
effectually against oppression, to proauce more general com- 
fort and happiness, to prevent mture unnecessary burdens 
on the subject, and gradually, as well as rationally, and with 
due respect to safety as well as justice, to diminish those 
which already exist. To the industrious, economical^ regular 
•and orderly Tnechanic, suck a reform toouid become an essential 
benejit^ as he could then by moderate but constant labour^ ^<^y 
more comfort, maintain his family better, and be able to provide 
a sufficiency for sickness and old age j but to the idly disposed^ 
the profligate and drunken toorkman, on the supposition of his 
continuing to be so, it could be of no advantage^ 

May I then further urge upon you the necessity of let* 
ting personal amendment go hand in hand with Political . 
Reform and Information. When you examine th« errors of ' 
Government, do not forget to cast an^eye upon your own * 
failings. These you may correct by sincere efforts, for this 
is witnin your own power. Your endeavours to reform the 
other, though also laudable, may not l?e cf&rtain of success* - 
However you will be much more likely to succeed in pub- 
Ifc reformation, when you have abandoned whatever is dcf 
grading to your own cnaracters. From your general beha- 
viour, let no one be able to point out a Reformer, or a mem- 
ber of one of your Societies, without at the safme time he 
shall point to an industrious, regular man, of sober manners^ 
and an orderly, peaceable disposition. By being meritori- 
ous servants, good masters; kind husbandfs, and provident 
fsKhers, ydu will acquire a respectability which will conquer 
the prejudices of those who now traduce your intentions^ - 
Thesb afe means by which you may indeed put youVselves 
on itl equality vfith men in higher stations, and but too- fre- 
quently beconie their superiors, in real worth and usefulness, 
in actual comfort and enjoyment, and by the possession oF 
tru^'Vniiepetidence. This should be your ambition, and in 
this may jfou succeed, both in sdf-retormation, and, united 
wi^K j»ou> ffellow-citircns, itithat of th^ Ret^e$entation of 
'' • ^: -'^> - ' ■•.-.•?. n . • .'v/ •. . the- 
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the People, to the extent that will most conduce to indivi- 
dual, as well as to public Happiness and prosperity, is the 
cordial wish of 

(signed) A REFORMER, 
December 31, 1792. 

The sentiments contained in the above paper, were so much 
approved by the Manchester Constitutional, Reformation, and 
Patriotic Societies, that they unanimously directed two thousand 
copies to be printed and distributed* 



No. XIII. 
WILLIAM PAUL 

xs a paper-stainer iii Manchester. On the 14th of June 
1793, he was torn from his wife and family, in conse- 
quence of a warrant signed by the Rev» Jfohn Griffith, 
charging him with HIGH TREASON, « by compassing, 
the death of his present Majesty,*' on the sole oath of Thomas 
Dunn ; Mr. Paul was that day and night confined in an 
apartment belonging to the New Bailey Prison ; the ne^t 
morning he lyas committed to that prison, and orders were 
given \o treat him a^ a common felan^ \Jpon the 1 7th of 
the same month, a commitment was made out for him 
t6 the Castle at Lancaster; but some days being allow- 
ed him to settle his books, &c. he was not sent there 
ufitil the a3d, when he was taken out of his cell at one 
o'clock in the morning, without any previous notice^ 

Mr. Paul remained in the county gaol at Lancaster, till 
the ensuing assizes in August^ >vhen no indictment for 
HIGH TREASON being preferred agqinst him, he was 2ij- 
charged. Many of Mr. Paul's friends were ready to have 
given bail ; but as in cases of treason, no bail cap be taken, 
it is hardly necessary to observe, that by these means a man 
may be confined from the close of one assizes to the com- 
XQencement of another, on an accusation of this crime ; and 
although it recjuires two witnesses to cpnvict a man, one only 
is suSicieht tp have him committed. ' 

Mr, Paul l^eiiig indicted at the August assizes, for a con- 
spiracy with }Ar, Thomas Walker, and othexs, he was held 
to bail with the other defendants, and with them HO- 
NOURABLY ACQUITTED in April last. 

During the tin^e which Mr, Paul continued in the New 
3iiiley Prison, neither his wife nor his children were per- 
ifutted to see him, without some of the keepers being jpre- 
se{^ ; and he was forced to ^leep in one of the cells otih^ 

** felons, 
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felc^s, w^hich having been fresh washed, there beitig no glass 
in the windows, &ind the window shutter much broken, 
gave Mr. Paul a cold, which afterwards terminated in a vio- 
lent inflammation in his eyes, one bf which he was in the 
greatest danger of losing ; he was confined to his bed for 
three weeks, and to his room for near three months. 
This deifendant has a wife and four children. 



No. XIV. 

Copy of the Warrant by which Mr. Paul wiis 

apprehended. 

Lancashire^ to wit. To the constables of . the township of 
Manchester, in the said, county, and to each and every 
of them. 

JL ou are heteby required, in hi^ Majesty's name, to appre- 
hend and bring before me John Griffith, clerk, one of his 
Majesty's justices of the peace in and for the said county, 
William Paul, of Manchester, in the said county, paper* 
stainer, to answer to such matters as are and shall oe ob« 
jected against him, for having committed HIGH TREA* 
SON in the township of Manchester aforesaid, by compas* 
sing the des^h of his present Majesty. And also for divers 
contempts against our said Lord the King. Given under 
tny hand ana sealj the 13th day of June one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three. 

JOHN GRIFFITH. (L. S.) 



No. XV. 

•5, 

Copy of Mr. Paul's Commitment to Lancaster » . 

.Lancashire, to wit. To the constables of the township of 
Manchester, and also to the gaoler, or keeper of his Ma- 
jesty's gaol the Castle of Lancaster, in the said county. 

1 hese are in his Majesty's natne to require and coitimand 

fou the said cohstables,, to convey the body of William 
aul, of Manchester, in the said county, paper-stainer, to 
his Majesty's eaol the Castle of Lancaster, and him there 
to deliver to the gaoler^ or keeper thereof. He,, the said 

William 
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William Paul, bchig charged bcforetnc on the oath of Tho- 
mas Dunn, with having committed HIGH TRES AON, by 
compassing the death of the present King, at the township 
of Manchester aforesaid. And you the said gaoler, or 
keeper of the said gaol, arc hereby retjuired to receive into 
your custody in the said gaol, the said William Paul, and 
nim there safely kec^ until he shall be thence discharged 
by due course of law.' Given under my hand and seal, at 
the township of Manchester aforesaid, the seventeenth day 
of June one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three. 

JOHN GRIFFITH. (L. S.) 



No. XV I. 
SAMUEL JACKSON. 

X bis defendant being informed that a warrant for HIGH 
TREASON was issued against him, as wc]U as against Mr. 
Walker and Mr. Paul, rdmaincdwith his family who were 
then in the country about five mile& from Manchester, 
on account of the dangerous state of health of his wife, and 
whose death was greatly accelerated by her anxiety on this 
occasion. He, .however, immediately on receiving the in- 
formation, desired his solicitors, Messrs. Duckworth and 
Dennett, to give notice to the Rev. John Griffith, the ma- 
gistrate who was said to have issued the warrant, and to his 
clerk, and also to the agents to the solicitor for the prosecu- 
tion, that if the warrant was for a bailable offence, he would 
instantly give bail, or if not, he would appear to meet the 
charge at the assizes; which notice was accordingly giveii, 
and his solicitors were informed that the charge was for 
,HIGH TREASON. 

Aft^r the death of Mrs. Jackson fin the beginning of July,) 
at zo hose funeral in. Manchester ^ the deputy x:onstabU attended by 
order of, the above magistrate^ for the purpose of apprehending 
Mr. Jackson, he still remained in thf; country, though goiiwf 
about publicly, visited by his friends from Manchester, and 
the place of his residence known to Mr. GrifEth^ 

On the 19th of July, his solicitors gave written notice^ 
to the Rev. Jc^n Qriffith, and his clerk, and also to the agents 
to the solicitor for the prosecution, that this defendant 
would attend at the following assij^cs, to meet any charge tha$ 
might be brought against him ; and on the 7 th 01 August hn 
brother gave, another notke in writing to Mr* Griffith tg.iot 

form 
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fonn hina/that he (the defendant) would ht in Manchester 
the nejtt day, and the day following. — On the 8th of Attgust, 
Mr* Jackson came to Manchester, and the next day sent a 
message to the magistrate, to let him know where he wa^; 
but not being apprehendcd-j Jie accompanied Mr. Walker to 
the assizes at Lancaster on the following day ; when the 
charge of HIGH TREASON being abandoned, and a bill 
for a conspiracy found by tKe Grand Jury, he gave bail with 
the dther defendants, to try the stoie at tbe following ai-* 
si»^s, and was with them HONOURABLY ACQUIT- 
TED. 

To^ the assertion which jthe Attorney General for the coun- . 
ty palatine of Lancaster was instructed to make.in his opei»- 
ing on the trial (page 3)^ and which was.af tcrwards attempt- 
ed to be substantiated by Dunn, in his evidence (page 11), 
that the works of Paine, and many other works of a siitiilar 
tendency, were read by this dcfetidant to iheisocicties.; he 
has only to observe, that the whole is uhtrue* 



No. XVII. T 

JAMES CHEETHAM 

Is a hatter in Manchester. He was committed on thtf 23d 
day of July 1793, to the New Bailey Prison, by the Rev. 
John Grimth, on the oath of ThomaS Dunri, for speaking 
contemptuous words of his present Majesty. He ex- 
pected^ to be tried at the same time (via. at the ensuing 
quarter sessions) with Benjamin Booth and Oliver Pear*. 
sail, both of whom were charged with e9q>res5ions almost 
word for word the same, but instead of being brought to tiiil 
as he cApccted, for which he was fully prepared, and hail 
incurred the necessary expences, he was, without having 
any previous notice^ or keing permitted to send to his zoi/e or 
friends, removed at one o*clock in the morning of the 251^ 
of July, to Lancaster Castle, where he continued till the ast- 
sizes following, being imprisoned ihore than three weeks. • 

Although there was a vacant bed in the room where he 
lodged the night of his arrival at Lancaster, he was re* 
moved into another room the night after, where he was 
obliged cither to sleep upon the floor, or in the same bed 
with the common hangman. 

He was indicted at the assizes in August 1793, for damu' 
iv^ the King, and also for the foregoing conspiracy, and 
was bailed on both charges. At the assizes in April itfst 
he was honourably acquitted of the latter indictment, with 

the 
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the other defendants. The fonner for which he had beetf 
committedi no evidence was brought in support of. 



No. XVIII. 
OLIVER PEARSALL 

Is a native of Kidderminster, in Worcestershire, and by 
trade a weaver. He came to Manc;hester in June 1792^ 
for the purpose of working in the manufactures there. 
tJpon the 31st of December 1792, he became a member of 
the Reformation Society,- by which meaps Thomas Dunn 
came to know him. In March following he left Manches« 
.ter, and returned to Kidderminster. - 

On the a9th of June 1793, the wife of Dunn, aecom« 
|»anied by one Parker, wko P^arsall has since learned was 
a nonstable, and Callaghan an Irishman, came to.hitn at 
Kidderminster ; Dunn's wife pretending it was necessary 
for hini to give evidence at Manchester^ on behalf of her 
husband, who she said was in the New Bailey Prison unon 
mfcdsc accusation^ and would rather see him (rears^U) than 
receive five hundred pounds, as his evidence would clear him* 
This Pearsall declared himself ready to comply with, and 
went with them to a public house, where he was told, he 
should have all his expences paid, and should return back 
on the Wednesday following. Previous to setting oiF, 
Pearsall wan^^ed to go home to get some cloaths, which 
Parkex refused, and then said, he had some tackling (mean- 
ing handcuffs) in his pocket, whicl^ he would put on him 
if he was saucy ; Parker never shewed any warrant, and 
repeatedly refused to take Pearsall before a magistrate^ 
though several times asked to do so. On his arrival at 
Manchester, he was carried before the Rev. John Grif-i- 
iith, who -welcomed him to Manchester, and asked him if 
he did not belong to the Reformation Society, to which he 
amswered in the affirmative. Mr* Justice Griffith then 
questioned him if he had not seen amu in Mn Walker's 
house, and if he had not exercised men there, to both which be 
answered in the negative. He was then carried to the New 
£ailey Prison, where he was kept till the 5th of July, when 
he was committed, and remained there till the oth of August. 

While in this prison, Parker, Dunn^ and Callaghan, had 
frequent interviews withhim^ the two latter instigating him 
to depose to having seen arms^ and to having exercised men at Mr* 
Walker's. Callaghan in particular desired himto come forward 
in the cause^ and confirm what Dunn had been jpiutting to 
him, observing, if he did not^ it woM be the worse for him. 

The 
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The 4ay after this, one of the deputy constables catne to him, 
s^nd asked him, whether he recollected what Dynn had said 
the night before ? Pearsall replied, he recollected what 
Punn had said very well, but that it was impossible for him 
to recollect things which had never happened. The consta- 
ble then said, that he had frequently seen the shining of firelocks 
in Mu Walker's warehouse^ as tit returned home late in the 
evening ; and further said, that a person was come from 
Yorkshire, and had swori;^ to the truth of what Dunn had 
said; that he ws^paid twelve guineas and had returned homo 
with the money. Pearsall answered to this, '* if he has 
sworn falsely, I cannot, for my soul is concerned." 

In one of these conversations, Dunn said, Pearsall seem-* 
cd uneasy at the interrogations ; that they would leave hipi 
for the present, and begged him to consider of it. Pearsall 
said, he could not consider on a false subject, when Dunn 
replied, *' we will drop the subject of exercising the men,'* 
and then began to talk about a letter from the Irish to l^he 
Scotch. 

At other tinies, Callaghan and Dunn came to him, givinC 
him the same advice ; the former tejling him, that if he did 
not confirm Dunn's testimony, Dunn w<^ going to sweac 
HIGH TREASON against^ him, which Dunn confirmed. 
He was also informed that if he would join Dunn^ ii 
would be asgQod 44 a pciision to him as long as he lived* At 
this conduct Peatsall grew angry, and desired them to leave 
the room ; on which they said, if he would not acknowledge 
these things, they wished he was at home asain* 

On Thursday tne 4th of July, Callaghan ana Qunn cai|ie to 
him again, and brought pipes and tobacco, and a quantity of 
jiiquor. He was desired to drink, and smoke freei)r, to kee« 
up his spirits, which he refused. One oi them informed 
him, that the Rev. Justice GriiHths wo\ild cgxpe (o the pnr> 
son ^hat night, and take his examination. Accordingly 
about seven o'clock the Rev. John Griffith came, with pen^- 
ipk, aiqid paper. Mr, Griffith shook hands very familiarly with 
Dunnf flapped him on the back^ and said he was an honest felr 
loztK, Mt. GjrifEth asked if their liquor was out, and seeing 
it wasy he threw dow;n a shilling, and ordered the turnkey 
to fetph some mo^e, which was done ; when it came the 
Rev. Mr. Griffith drank with them, and afterwards asked 
Pearsall, .1^ hither he recollected any thing relative to the 
questions Dunn had put to him ; to which Pearsall said, that 
he could not, on which they all left the room. 

On Friday evening the Rev. Mr. Justice GrifBth^ 
came, again to the prison^ and examined Pearsall as beforep 
who answered that he knew nothing of the kind, the 7m^ 
iiu then tol^ him^ that Dunn had sworn against him {reir^ 
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sail) for having damned the present King in his (Dunn's) 
house ; and therefore, that his coxnn^itment should be made 
out immediately, which was done acccH'dingly. 

Before Pearsall was committed by Mr; Griffith,, he had of 
the best to eat and dfink, but afterwards he had only the 
jail allowance. 

At the ensuing quarter sessions in July 1793, Pearsall 
gave notice of his intention to take his trial on the indict- 
ment JFound against. him, on the charge of having damned 
the King. The same day was fixed for the trials of him 
and Booth. The expences of the attorney and counsel 
were incurred, and every thing prepared for the trial, 
when the defendant was informed, that by a process called 
a Certiorari, this indictment was reinoved fronv the sessions 
into the Court of King's- Bench, but was given to under- 
stand that it was not intended to be proceeaed on. 

The defendant, Pearsall, was notwithstanding this, de- 
tainee} in prison until Friday the 9th of August^ when Mr. 
Griffith wanted him to give bail for his appearance In the 
King's Bench* This being resisted by his solicitor as ille- 
gal/ and an ap^ylication being made by hitti to the clerk 
«f the peace^ for a copy of the magistrates' names at- 
tcrnding the sessions, for the purpose of making an appli- 
cation to the Court of King's Bench, to compel the magis- 
trates to ^Ci their duty ; — the Rev. John Griffith sent ta 
let Pearsall ^know that he might be liberated without bail, 
tipon his entering into a recognizance to appear to the in- 
dictment in the King's Bench. Pearsall entered into the 
recognizance, and was liberated. . Pursuant to his recogni- 
iance, ht appeared in the King's Bench, and pleaded not 
guilty. The issue was made up, but although two assizes 
have since elapsed, the prosecutors have ne^t thought it 
expedient to try him upon this indictment. 
* At the assizes in August 1793, PearSall werit to Lancaster 
as a witness, td provt the attempts which had been made to 
suborn him to give false evidence against Mr. WMer. Dunn\s 
evidence being still unsupported, and likely to be destroy- 
ed by this witness, th^ prosectiticm against Mr. Walker for 
Hl&H TREASON was dropped; and Pearsall was *rc- 
terfted fr&ni' giving evidence, iy being made a defendant 
in the indkiment' for a conspiracy. He was then baikd, 
and afterwards HONOURABLY ACQUITTED, 
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No. XIX. 
BENJAMIN BOOTH. 

\Jn the fifth day of JujAe 1793, tixi^ <Iefend^t w?s^ppr^,. 
headed by virtue pf a warrant issued J>y the Ricv. Johpt 
Griffith, upon a charge of having distx0>uted a paper on thp 
i^ubject of WAi^, ly Rich paper was aUci^cd to be seditiofis 1 
for this charffe he w?is bailed upon the jL2th 0/ that mo^^Uji^ 
9nd about eleven o'clock qn the very sav^ nighty he Wf|> 
again takqn from his wife and children, under another t^arr 
rant, signed by the s^me reverend magistrfi^ey dxid vr^s thf 
next day committed by him to the New Bailey Prisoji^ on 
the oath of Thomas D,unn, on a charge of having d^am^e^ 
the Kine^ and saying, ke t^o^ld gtdllQtine hiW'if (t^ cpvfd* 

At Ukc door of Mr, Griffith's house, a j^ersop. who h^4 
•been present during Booth's examination, said to .the consU.- 
ble who was taking him to prison, "EXPO^JE li^M TO 
« THE rURY QF THE POPULACE.'* The cwstabl^ 
led him through the most public streets in thip town, dp^^ 
frequently addressed himself to the mob^ in yexy inflaJAr 
matory language respecting Booth* 

The Rev. John Griffith refused in", the ;moJ5t positive 
terms to admit this defendant to bail (which was piJFef0d),^a|id 
he was confined in the New Bailey prison until the j,9t|l 
jt>f that month, when Mr. Griffith thought proper ,to re- 
ceive bail *• 

During the greater pdrtof this interval Booth was kept i|i 
a sejparate place, he was locked up two hoiirs sooner, 9nd IjQJt 
out of his c £ L L two hours later than the rest of the pri- 
soners. The threats and temptations held out to inducp 
him to confirm Dunn's evidence^ were various and fre- 
quent. He was told that others h^d done so, ^nd that he 
had but a few hours to determine whether he would or 
not, that otherwise he would most certainly be hanged, an^ 
that it was the only way jto save his wife ,and children 
from ruin. .Mr. Paul (tnen in confinement, see the Ap* 
pendix. No. xiii.) was shewn to him at one qf the win** 
dows in another part of the prison. Booth ;was informed 
that Mr. Paul was committed for HIGH TREASON, that 
Mr, Waikery Rni othen, had Jled from the accusation j thajt 
in treason there were no accessories, all were prin<;ipi|lx; 
and that J/* he would turn. King* s evidenfi,e without delays, 
andioin Jjtmn^ Mr. Griffith would torite for his p.ardon* 

S . Thp 

* The bail imisted ttpoga u)d given, was BQOth in 5^. a^d two lute- 
tiet m 950I. eatb. 
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The Rev. Mr. Grifith told Booth, ^* he wanted the gfud 
'* men^ he wanted to puk his ttrdsJ* 

At length, by promises and threats, by being told the 
parties accused were either apprehended, or had fled from 
the charges against them, and being frequently reminded 
of the helpless situation to which his wife and children 
would be exposed, a promise ^tras wrung from him to 
join Dunn's evidence. 

Upon ficioth stating his ignorance of what evidence Dunn 
had given, Ounn and he were put together, that Dunn 
night infarm him; and orders were given that Booth should 
now be "oetter treated, and have a moderate allowance of 
liquor, hit not so as to make Dunn jealous. 

jBooth being afterwards bailed, an indictment was pre- 
ferred against him at the ensuing quarter sessions, on the. 
accusation of having damned the King, &e. and imme« 
diately meeting the char|;e, thought he might have tra^ 
versed to the following sessions, he was tried and found 
miilty on the sole testimony of Dunn, although Dunn was 
flatly contradicted by Mary Booth, the defendant's sister, 
who was present when the words were said to be spoken, 
and swore positively they were made use of by Dunn him- 
self ^ and not by her brother. 

Np indictment was preferred upon the first accusation, 
of distributing the paper, pointing out the evils which were 
Ukely to result from the war. 

It is remarkable, that Dunn accused five pr six different 
^ople of using precisely the same expressions respecting the 
King, at different times, and when not in company with. 
each other. 

The chairman of the Manchester quarter sessions in pas- 
sing sentence observed, that Booth had been found guilty to ' 
the satisfaction of the whole bench, and the judgment of the 
court was twelve months imprisonment in Lancaster Castle, 

Benjamin Booth, thus imprisoned, was again indicted for 
the conspiracy 'with the otner defendants, at the next as- 
sizes, and with them acquitted on the trial. At the period 
of his acquittal, more than nine months of his imprisonment 
had elapsed. 

Benjamin Booth being thus indicted, both at Manchester 

and at Lancaster, was effectually precluded from giving 

evidence of the practices made use of, fwKUst he was in 

prison, J to prevail upon him, to give false testimony against 

>ome of the other defendants. 

It it perhaps not unworthy of remark, that thejCktnrman 
of the Manchester quarter sessions, should afterwards be one 
of the. Grand jury who found the bills of indictment 
against the defendants in this trial ; ho was likewise fore- 

/ mxsL 
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man ot the. Crand Juty who found the bill of indictment 
fkgtaxint Dunn for fiRjVRY. 

' So well aware were the prosecutors, of the mode in 
which Booth's declaration, in support of Dunn's evidence, 
had- ban exi&rted from km, {which he never reflects up- 
on hut with shame and contrition, and which he acknow* 
ledges to be utterly false) that they did not produce it oa 
this trial, nor dia it prevent the Crown trom granting 
Booth a pardon. 

After Dunn (whose conduct was reprobated by the whole 
court) was committed for perfury by the judge of assize, the 
chaimMli of the Manchester quarter sessions wr^te (it is said) 
as well as the ATTORNEY GENERAL for the county 
paiatin^ of Lancaster, to the Secretaty of State, for Benja* 
min Booth's pardon. 

On tjbe ad of May last Booth was set at liberty, in con- 
seqoeiipe'jRf a pardoni of which the following is a copy. 
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(U S.) GEORGE R. 

lAr hereas fienjamin Booth Was at a quarter sessions of the 
peace held at Manchester, tried and convicted of sedition, and 
IS now in Lancaster gaol under sentence of imprisonment 
for tne same ; and whereas some favourable circumstances 
kave been humbly represented unto us in his behalf, in- 
ducing us to extend our grace and mercy Unto him, and to 
grant him our free pardon for his said crime. Our will 
and pleasure therefore is, that you cause him the said Ben- 
jamin Booth to be foi4^hwith discharged out of custody, 
and for so doing this shall be your warrant. Given at our 
coUrt at St. James's, the twent)r-fifth day of April 1794, 
in the thirty-fourth year of our reign, . 

To our trusty and well-beloved the 

Chairman of the Quarter Sessions 

of the Peace at Lancaster, the High 

Sheriff of the said county, and all 

, others whom it may concern. 

By his Majesty's command, 

(signed) HENRY DUND AS. 

M9iy«min B9»tkA(ua»yiia$d/ntrtmtiUdiUdrtu, 

On 



132 AfVt^bl^, 

On the 4tli of October 1793^. Bepjamio Booth, while in 
Lancdister CiitliBi received a letter from Mr« Cartwright, 
of Shrewsbury^ if ho is a surgeon and apothecary, and a 
Ndnju^g Bi«hop, of which the following i^ a ^^7* ^^^ 
reader will tolkke his own reflections upon its. oyecU ard 
printifUs^ '. 



No. 5^X1. 

Cop^ ^Mr^ William CarivfrighCs LttUr to Senjamin 
Booth, dated Shrewsbury, 2j Sep* 17^* 

* ♦ • ■ 

When you wrote to ta**, idon i^tf the deftth df Bi&hDp 
price, I little suspected that ever I should have seen your 
name in the public papers, on such an occasion as that wnich 
has renderea you so conspicuous y and reduced you to that 
situation, which your crihiittlil Cbrtduct has so jtistly deserv- 

I begin t)iis address to you in thts mantief, w!th^^<fni(er 
design than to express my abhocrence and deiesjtation kX. 
^ose principles which excited you to this conauct, . for 
which the laws of your country are ^ow punishing ypu ; and 
which, without sincere repentance, leaves you ophoicious 
to the just judgement of the Alniighty, wlbose holy laws you 
have so flagrantly violated, and therbjsy brought a sjcandal 
qn that sound brsmch of the catholic church, pi lyhi^li. you 
were a member. 

You well know, or once did knoW| that unfeigned atle* 
giance, in all civil matters, to your rightful and lawful SoveT 
^eign, is an ess^entMil doctrine and dvty of Christianity ; and 
that all cdercive Resistance to him and his laws, in all case^ 
whatsoever^ and under the most trying cif cumstances^ is threat- 
n<^ wiiA DAMNATION/ ^ 

I am ^uite at a loss to conceive on what ground ypu can 
possible justify or excuse your late conduct. Sure l am tha^ 
before you could adopt the maxims, ^nd principles of Pas n, 
and such men, you must either luve made shipwred^ of 
faith, and virtually renounced all reverence for the revealed 
will of Gildf^orluUed yout c6n^iQ]^e into a very irreligious 
degree of torpor. 

. .4 thOUlghl I Yigtd laSciemly exposed the atheism of Pain's 
wicked book^ in that paper of mine signed " Phileleutherus 
*^ Christianiis,'^. ^UiMi w^'imnitfid «n4 'vdilpelsMt itfjMto- 
clyi^ter as a hand b|U in May 1795. 

I grant 
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I grant you there is muck .plausible reasoning in Pain's 
writings; wany unsavoury ^rui^hs^ mixed with vile &lsehoodis» 
and gross misrepreseotations: but his reasoning is .entirely 
of ttoit sort, with which the adversary ol souls always en«^ 
deavours to deceive the' unwary, liowevjery it is su^h as 
cm have no intoence^ but upon those who have Erst with** 
drawn their minds from that dcpendance uf^on God^ which 
is always our duty, and our best, security against the tempta* 
tionsof Satan, the allurements of the world, and the corrupl 
propensities of our fallen and depraved nature* The un^a* 
vcury truths disseminated in his writings are such as» mor^ 
or less, exist in all governments in the world, and ever willi 
tin there shall be an entire renovation of the fallen soni oC 
Adam. Hie speculations . of those, who call them^lv^ 
Philosophers^ promise u$ mighty fine things indeed. h\\t thq 
world was not created by human wisdom, neither can it hl^ 
reformed by such means as those of Thoma$ Pain* -xfif/i^rt 
TtuUiion is ajint wqrds yea^ and a good, thing too^ when P^Qp^^^M 
set about: but the experience of France should surely tea^ 
us the folly as well as wickedness of all popular attempts' 
at it« Let every individual strive to reform himself, and 
leave the rest to God, While he is doing this, he is:in the 
way <»f his duty: but whoever attempts to reform hiia 
•superiors, and tne governing powers by the arm of fleshy' 
wul only fall from one wickedness to andkher,- and^rill 
not come into the way of righteousness. . 

Possibly you may deceive yourself witH a notion thai you 
were doii^g right^ in endeavouring to overturn the prcscnt.cs- 
tablished system of government, because som'c of our retieious 
predecessors attempted^ in the years 1715 ^71^1745 to dethrone 
the then reigning family. But give me leave to tdll^oh that 
those attempts, whether ri^ht or wrongs yrhether justifiable' 
qr not, wcfe un4ertaken on entire diffcirent and opposite 
prinpples, totjiose, on which you must have engaged with 
the new disturbers of the jpuDlic peace. The fdrtneratt 
tempts were not updekaken tp overturn or alter the Con- 
stitution of the goVcmment of this country. No ! it was a 
competition between a claimant to the throne, who wai 
tl}o,ugr||t to have bjeeh unjustly and illegally disjposessed of his, 
rieht, and him who withheld that supposed nght from him. 
That competition, you well know^is now at an end. The onf 
family being as good as entirely extinct, and the other hav 
ving been so long a time in uninterrupted possession,- inr^t;^ 
we need not now hesitate which of these God has chosen t0 reign 
0ver us. He has declared " by me kings reign." Anil I 
believe there is not now one person of our communioa 
Who does not recognize King George as the only rightful 
|Cing of Great Britain, &c^ , . 

In 
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In consideration of this unquestionafalei truths and of 
your late ateditious aiid rebellious practices, it is my (tuiyi 
nowever painful, - to tell you that you Ue. under the ca^surc 
0^T.HE GREAT£a ExcoMJiu NIC ATio N. . The conscquencet 
of such a state I need not explain to you, any further than, 
to tell you that without an exemplary tep&Uance there. ca». 
he no pardon for you either in this world or tka-T whTcs. 
18 TO COME, By an exemplary repentance^ I mean not only a 
sincere contrition, such as is described in the Qxtth. les* 
son, page 400, of our catechism, but also the most effectual 
restitution and satisfaction, which it may.be in your power 
to make to that government which you have insulted, 
4Mld the laws which you have violated* And this can 
no other way be done, than ky disclonne to a ptopp" mofis^ 
traie^ every thing which you know . of seaitious and reheUxous 
fUts s and endeavouring^ not for the sake of revenge or, malice^ 
kutfoTr the sake of justice^ and better security of the public 
ptac^, to bring all your associates in iniquity ^ to such punish-^ 
mint a$ the lom^prescmbes.'. 

• Huis hav« i faithfully admonit^ed- you, in love tonyour 
soul andiM>dy too, and delivered my own* soul on thisa<6- 
caston. I pnry God to give you a right understanding in 
Itese^ and all things concerning your eternal welfare^ and^ 

Your Indiliil but afflicted pastor and friend, 

(signed) WILLIAM CARTWRKH-T^ 

I shall send this to you under the cover of a frank, di- 
rected to an old, sensible, and very worthy friend of mine ; 
whom I have not seen for above twenty-three years 
last. His name is Langshaw, now otganist of Lancaster. I 
shall request him to give you the most efficacious advice he 
can; I am persuaded it will be good and friendly; and 
I believe him to be as capable of convincing you or those 
delusive errors, into which you have fallen, as I am« If 
you have a due sense of your crimes, it will give me some 
c6nsoUtion to receive a letter from you : otherwise not. 
r I believe it is not permitted to persons in your Situation 
to send or receive letters, without the inspection of the . 

f' ovemot, and I have no objection that he snould see thi$« 
shall send it unsealed to mr. Langshaw. 

To Mr. Benjamin Booth 
1, Lancaster Castle. 
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PREFACE. 



OiNCE the events of the following narrative^ 
Meflrs. Hardy, Tpoke, Bonney, Kyd, Joyce, 
Holcroft, Thelwall, Richterand Baxter, have 
been indidled and acquitted of High Treafon. 
The offence laid to their charge was of the 
fame nature with that imputed to Meflrs. 
Jackfon, Paul, Collier, myfelf, and others ; 
and the only difference of the two cafes, was, 
that in the one, 'a Confpiracy was the crime 
alledged ; in the other, it was the means, by 
which the fuppofed crime of HighTreafon was 
to have been effefted. — Both thefe charges 
have fallen to the ground. The enquiry, I 
truft, will produce much good upon the pub- 
lic mind ; and, fo far, will, compenfate the 
defendants for the anxiety, ill treatment, 
and injurious expence, which they have 
fuftained, 

* 

Whether there be in law any precife de- 
finition of what is called a Confpiracy, I haver 
not yet been able to learn j but, from the 

b prafticc 
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pradice obferved on thefe trials, it is of all 
others a fpecies of accufatton the moil to be 
dreaded by an Englifhmap. The evidence 
permitted to be given, appeared to confift of 
every thing done, written, or fpoken, at any 
time, or place, or by any perfons whatever, 
who, by the ingenuity of the Crown lawyers, 
could be connected with the defign of which 
the parties flood accufed. For inftance, fup- 
pofe a member of a political fociety votes 
againfl any particular motion, and that he is in 
a minority : the queftion is, of courfe, carried 
againft his opinion, as being the a£fc of the fo» 
ciety at large ; the refult is, that fuch member 
may be tried f&r his life upon this very a(3:, 
which he has thus endeavoured to prevent.—^ 
In anfwer, I know, it may be faid, that a de- 
fendant has only to call the other perfons pre- 
fent, in explanation of hi§ condudt ; which is 
all very true and pUufible, provided he knows 
before-hand the time, and place, and nature, of 
the fad alledged. But if, as in the cafe of the 
gentlemen above mentioned, the evidence 13 
to befgin for years before the day of trial, their 
papers feized^ and themfelves imprifoned, the 
4:haiice of a defence is doubtful indeed ; a$ 

witneflf^ 



witnelTes may be dead, or may have left thf 
kingdom, or may have forgotten evtty circunih^ 
ilance in queftion, not thinking, at the tim« it 
happened, they ihould be ever called to give aa 
account of it jf which, as every ooe knows, is n 
very common anfwer in our corurt$ of juftice. 

The deUy of juilice is a hackneyed to{4c 3 
but its uncertainty is a much more ferious 
caufe of complaint. Thus, in a criminal profe- 
cution, it is pretended, that the accufed„ having 
a copy of his indictment granted him, h« is 
made acquainted with the matter of it, and 
fo enabled to prepare for his defence. The 
truth of this is worth fom£jihiquiry. Of all 
the incidents attending any tranfa£tion, time 
and place are tht moft eifential, as tending ta 
fix it with certainty. When a man is in- 
dicted, the law fays, that both the time and 
place of the adt he is charged with, ihall be 
fpecified ; and fo it is upon the fcroU of 
parchment, of which he has a copy allowed 
him for his information. But, when the cauie 
comes to trial, the law is fatisfied, if any other 
day is praved^ to be that, on which the olFence 
was committed ; fo that the ii^formation giveq^ 
m the indidmie&t, if errcmeous^ has only 

b 2 one 
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one effeft; viz. to miflead the accufed, in- 
ftead of inftruding him. In the like man- 
ner, if the place proved, be different from 
the place laid in the indidment, it is all the 
fame, provided both places are within the 
county where the affizes are held. In this ftate 
of things, therefore, I fhould be glad to know, 
Jiow the accufed is enabled with certainty to 
prepare for his defence. 

With thefe trials are involved many other 
important queftions : as connefted with parlia- 
mentary reform, they are, alfo, of great public 
concern. Henceforward, it will not, I hope, be 
imputed to men as a capital crime, that they en- 
deavoured to promote this objefl:, becaufe they 
thought it necefTary to their country's liberty. 
This queftion was faid by the Lord Chancel- 
lor, during the laft feffion of parliament, tO' 
have been entirely laid at reft in the year 
1782. But, how, and by whom ? Did any 
committee of enquiry (which was Mr. Pitt's 
propofition) prove to us, that the reprefenta- 
tion of the people was not defedive ? Or, 
does the vote of a majority in the Houfe 
df Commons againft any enquiry into the ftate 
of their own body, prove to us, that that body 

, is 



h in health ? And how, otherwife, did the pub- 
lic receive any fatisfatftion on the fubje£t ? For 
this queftion has been revived three times 
in parliament, fince the year 1782. No man, 
however, can doubt but that it was intended 
to have been laid at reft in the year 1794, 
when the Habeas Corpus Aft was fufpended, 
and when fo many innocent perfons were 
committed under that fufpenfion, in order to 
their being profecuted for High Treafon, — 
However, trial by jury was ft ill left ns, and 
their lives were preferved to the commimity. 
The confequences of an oppofite verdidi ta 
that delivered, would have been dreadful in- 
deed : they may eafily be conceived ; the 
fyftem of terror . being no novelty in the 
hiftoryof mankind. 

Sir William Temple fays, that, upon the 
firft report of the Duke of Alva's Expedition 
^gainft the Flemings, " the trading people of 
*' the towns and country began in vaft num- 
^ bers to retire out of the provinces, fo, as 
^ the Dutchefs * wrote to the King, that, in a 



• The Dutchefs of Parma, who had the goveriupent of tho 
JLow Cp]}ntiU& before the Duke of AJva, under Philip the 
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^ few days, one hundred thoufand men bad 
•* left the country, and withdrawn both their 
•^ money and goods, and more were following 
^ every day/' Had Meflrs. Hardy, Tooke, &c. 
b^en conviitcd, that event *^ would have made 
•* up a force, which nothing in England could 
** look in the face with other eyes than of 
" aftoniftiment, fubmiffion, or defpair." * The 
advocates of parliamentary reform would not 
have waited for warrants of apprehenfion, and 
a trial upon conftruftive treafon, while a fingle 
veflel could have been procured, and their fami- 
lies conveyed to any land of fafety. Parliamen- 
tary reform would then, indeed, have been little 
heard of ; and fo far the queftion might have 
been laid at reft. Happily for thofe, whofe 
minds are imbued with public principles^ the 
life of an Englifh fubjed: is better protected 
in this age, than it was a century agow*— 
Jurors, it is plain, are now more enlightened ; 
and, in cafes of treafon, the Statutes of William' 
and of Anne are powerful protedlions to brave 
and innocent men. During the reigns of 



• Obfervations upon the United Provinces of the Nether* 
lands, p. 34. 

Charles 
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Charles, and James the Second, k feemed, an 
if profecution and convidion were fynony- 
mous. If, in the prefent times, knowledge is 
more widely diffufed than formerly, fo that 
individual improvement has promoted and 
pr^fervcd individual fecurlty, Why may we 
not exped: that it fhould at length qScQ: unt- 
verfal freedom I 

Without fome new contrivance^ hitherto 
unforefeen, and while the legiflature Ihail per- 
mit us to enjoy a txia! by our equals, it 
will not be pofiible to ftifle opinions ^m4 
principles,. whether civil or religious. In pro- 
fecutions by the way of mifdemeanour, fome 
facrifices may be made : by me^ns of ipecial 
juries, and ex officio informations, our prifons 
may fometimes be tenanted by thofe, who de- 
ferve a better fate. But, to conquer the minds 
of men, you muft deftroy the men themfelves ; 
and this will not be found pradicable while 
the voice of truth can be heard, and the pro- 
vifions of juftice Ihall remain in force. 

For myfel^ I am willing to hope that the 
caufe of reform has been for feveral years, and 
is at this moment, progrelfivej becaufe the 

^ intereft 
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interefl and honour of England as a nation, are 
deeply concerned in its accomplifliment* Should 
this be attended with fuccefs, even in the 
laft period of my life, I fhall look with fatis- 
fa£kion on the injuries, which have been at- 
tempted againft my perfbn, my family and my 
property, confidering, that the failure of thofe 
attempts may have had fome fliare in pro- 
moting the general benefit. But were it 
poflible, that, at the approach of the nineteenth 
century, the people of England fhould have 
wholly abandoned their national charadler, 
and, conveying the poifon of corruption to 
their own lips, fhould fit down tamely under 
an eftablilhed delpotifrnj thofe few who have 
indeavoured to prevent fo deadly a calamity, 
will, at leaft, have the confolation, *' that as 
•^ men employ the talents God has given them 
here, they fhall accordingly receive their re- 
wards at the clofe of the day, when their fiin 
fhall fet, and when night fhall put an end 
•* to their labom's.^* . 

December 23, 1794- 
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A REVIEW, &c. 



X N the Preface to the TriaU wMch I publiQied in the month 
of June lafl> I promi&d, if my health and leifure ihould 
permit, to lay before the public fome fads, which' fhould tend! 
improve, that the charge of Consj^iracv itould be aipre 
applicable to the condud of the profeeutony than of the de-* 
Aftdants. I proceed now to fulfil my protiidfe, as well a» the 
cautioh of my atdirerikrxesy and thef ctrcumfVances of the ttmes^ 
will permit : a»d> I hope, the detail will prove nttft ]uia(eful# 
and therefore not uninterefHng to the public. 

Hiftory was formerly written merely to relate the quarrels 
of Kings and Princes among themfelves, and to excite the 
reader to contemplate, with reverence and admiration, the 
charaders and condu£l of the great murderers of mankind. 
It was natural that thofe fhould write only for King» and 
Heroes, who Teemed to believe that the homan fpecies were 
created only for the fervice and the pleafure of Kix^s and 
Heroes. Hence a great, much the greateil p^rt of hiftory* 
ancient and modern, is occupied in details, which convey no 
inflrudtion but to heads of armies, and which, in the mind of 
a benevolent reader, excite no fentiments but thofe of fofrow. 
and execration. 

Of kte years, however, it has been fufpeAed, that fociety 
and civil governmene either origXHally were, or ought to 
have been, inventions, intended- to promote and render pcF^* 
manent the happindi of the individuAli who thus coAfleft 
themfelves with each other : and that the rulers of i^i€^ 
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ifeither were, or ought to have been, perfons appointed merely 
tQ frame and execute fuch regulations as were beft adapted 
to this purpofe. Hence a clafs of writers has arifen, who 
inveftig^te hiftory for the purpofe of afcertaining, how far, 
and under what circumihinces, the various fovms of govern- 
ment, and the perfons who have afTumed the adminiflration 
of them, have anfwered this fuppofed end of their creation : 
and tile refult of the inveiligation has been, that civil go- 
vernment and civil fociety, as they have been hitherto ufuall/ 
conducted, have rather defeated, than promoted their original 
purpofe ; and the miferies of the human fpecies have kept 
pace with the vaunted progrefs of civilization. * 

This general poiition being now pretty well eftablifhed, it 
Jias become important to afcertain, in what part of the ex* 
periment the people have been deceived, and by what means 
the prefumed benefadors have become, in fuch numerous 
inftances, the plunderers and deftroyers of mankind. How 
the /t'-uf have permanently contrived to live in affluence and 
luxurious indulgence, while the ma/y drag on an exigence 
laborious and miferable, in ignorance and vice, in pain 
and poverty I It is no great wonder that any fet of men, 
ihould prefer their own intereft and inclination to that of 
their neighbours, or be incited to benefit by the folly and 
pufillanimity of thofe, who fubmit to the yoke impofed 
on them, and confent to live, not for the advantage of them- 
felves, but of their opprefTors. But, though a melancholy, it 
is a very inih-aftive problem, to afcertain, how it thus hap- 



* Much li^t has been thrown upon this fobje^l by, among other writers^ 
Mr« Burke, in his Vindicatioa of Natural Society i wherein, (through fear 
pcrhaptof ihockhig the ancient prejudices of his readers) he afFefts to treat as a 
para4os the fide pf the qneftion he has efpoufed. But it is evident, that no 
man could pen the ferious and weighty truths contaiBed in that maflerly 
publication, without feeliog the force of them. Voltaire and Roufleau, who 
were his contemporaries, have incidentaUy touched on the fame fubjefls in 
various parts of that writbgs i and Paine and Barlow hare trodden the lame 
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pens, that the great mafs, not merely of a community, but of 
niankind, ihould for ages have tamely fubmitted to this ftate 
of things, and that millions ihould fo long have permitted 
themfelves to be plundered ^.nd flaughtered, to gratify the 
avarice, the ambition, the revenge, or the caprice of a fifw 
v^orthlcfs individuals. 

So far as the fair concluiions, from known h6ts, have 
hitherto been deduced, it appears, that the caufes of na- 
tional evils arife principally from too much authority 
entrufted for too long a period, to perfons not fufficiently 
refponiible to the people. If there be one important lefTon 
to be learnt from hiflory, it b, that power Ihould be lodged 
no where without refponfibility. Force itiually accompanies 
authority. Military bodies, ofteniibly fet on foot for the 
execution of the laws internally, and for external defence^ 
have in reality enabled the rulers of nations to encreaie 
gradually and indefinitely the authority originally committed 
to them, or fubiequently acquiefced in. In moH countries this 
authority, by mutual connivance, has beei^ divided among 
two or three denominations hf men, whofe combination (not* 
withflanding their occafional quarrels) has hitherto kept 
the mafs of the people in brutal ignorance, and inabjeft 
dependance* 

Sometimes perfons of fuperior talents and forefight have 
endeavoured to fet bounds to the progreis of power,' and to 
emancipate their fellow citizens from the (ituation, in which 
they are nfually found : and the ftruggles of the Friends ta 
Liberty, on the one hand, and the abettors of ancient errors 
and facred abufes, on the other, form the moft inftmdive part 
of the hiftory of mankind. We are now arrived at a period 
when the minutiae of thefe contefts are, in no fmall degree^ 
interefting. How the friends of arbitrary power have pro- 
ceeded in their endeavours to cruih the firJft efforts, and to 
overpower the dawnings of liberty-^in what parts of their 
condttdl they have facceeded-t-hpw far, an4 from what cauibs 
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they luv^ ^led-^what errors the Frietujs of th^ People hare 
been led into-*>what efFe^b, upon the whole^ their efforts 
have hitherto produced— ^od by what flaps they are xnoft 
like}y to fucceed in oppoiing the machinations of their 
cuen^iesy the recovery of long loft rights^ the eradicating of 
ancient prejudices, and the eftablifhment of political govern- 
ment on the bails of political truth— thefe are enquiries^ in the 
prefent day, of ii^finitely greater moment than tl^e murderous 
details of j^nnibal and Caeiar* of Jenghiz Kahn, or Louis 
t]^e XlVth, pf Frederick the Qreat, of Catharine, pr pf any 
other among th/s earthly d^smons of Almighty vengeance. 

There i$ no accurate, there i$ no pra^ical knowledge but 
from detail. The geiieral oi^tli^e of hiSt and ob(l?rva^n» muil: 
b^ 4ra^n fr<Mn a careful confideration of the n^nute data, 
apd the coBcluiioxis ^e ^hiph they lead. For this pur^fe, it 
is of iraport^i\ce^ in momentous queflions, that a fumjnary pf 
fifti (however inilgnifipant.th^ perfo^s to whom they relate) 
fhould be carefully regiftered and filled up; ai^ though the 
cpRclnfion9 th/ey le^id to, will not, perhaps> be obvious at ^r& 
view> they will* ere long, be feen in copne^ipn ; they will 
throw light upon each other, gnd (heir caufes and ufes will 
not fail tp be developed* Henee> as the French narrators of 
court intrigues have, for fome years paft, been in the habit 
. of publilhing not hiHories, but memoirs, to aififl the future 
Iiiftori^> I thii^ the friends of Liberty fhould uke care to 
pabUih fimilar accouiits of their experiments and endeavours, of 
their fucceff, and their ill fuccefs, that there may be an ample 
Aipply of xnaterial^ to eftabliib the conclufio^s they wgaiU 
ygiO^ to impiffs on future |;enerations : details that may put 
thie gop4 nm^ on his guard, dire^ his efforts, and prevent 
the wafte of tiine a&4 tl^ouble, and the unneceflary facrifice of 
property aaid peaQ#« 

For the reafon^^ therefore, which I have already given, ifc 

is greatly tp b^ wift«4, that we had complete accounts of the 

i&lUiibment and piPQeedii^gs of the various ibcietiea in thia 
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cotintry, which have contributed in any -degree to accelerate 
or retard the progrefs of freedom. Even if they have had no 
influence of this kind> it would be of importance to afcertain 
their inefficacy in this refpedl. The focieties, which go under 
the name of " Reeves's Affociations/* might on this occafion 
be mentioned, as, by promoting public difcuiTion, they un- 
wittingly, but materially, promote the caufe of freedom. 

Affociations for the purpofe of amending the prefent in- 
adequate fyftem of reprefentation, have long ago been recom- 
mended by Mr. Burgh, * (an able writer, endeared to me, as 
the inftrudlor of my youth) and commenced and fupported with 
the mod deliberate and fy ftematic fpirit by the Chiefs f ^^ 

that 

* Polhical Diiquifitione, V. 3. P« 42S to 434. 

-f £ztra£^ from tfee Courier of July i», i794»^" After fo much 4ifr 
pttte about the letters of the Secretaiy of the Friends of the People;- 
after the aoxitty of the Society) 9nd the laudable eagernei^ of the Members 
of that Society tp pr^vc the Coismittse of Secrecy of the Houfe of 
Common^ wrong, it is natural to conclude that thofe letters .contain fo]ne<# 
thing of an inflammatory, feditious, or) perhaps, traitorous tendency. It 
has already been obferved, that no Member of the Friends of the People 
has in the lead difapproved of their contents; and as for the danger 
with which the Secret Committee may infinuate them to be fraught. 
What is it ?-^It is only, at mod, an admiilion that a Convei>tion of De- 
legates from the different Societies inflitoted for the purpofe of obtaining 
a Parliamentary Refonp, may be at fome period a proper meafure. Such 
a Convention, when connected with, and fupported by, Correfponding 
Societies all over the kingdom, is, however^ faid to be dangerous and un- 
lawful. If it is fo, it muft be proper to know who firO fet this dangerous 
unlawful example. Leaving the notorious condufb of Mr. Pitt and the 
Duke of Richmond out of the ^ueOion, I will fhew, that the very men who 
now condemn thefe meafures, were the original proinoters of them^ and that 
while Mr, Pitt and the Dul^e of Richmond have been, by fome unaccountablf 
overfight, made the fcape-goats on this fubjedt, the real bjame, if there is any 
blame belonging to It, attaches^ where it {e^mt to be thought leaiV merited, 
to Mr, Burke, Mr, Windham, the Duke of Portland, Earl Spencer, and the 
Other Whig Alafmiils, Wh9 Wdf ib g ^louHy fupport Govcnio»ent. 

** In the year 17S0, Aflbctitions were formed in moft of the counties, cities, 
|U»d towAS throu^beat £i»gUod; for {\^ pur^ofie vf petitioning the HooTe of 
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that party, who are now attempting to ftigmatizc focietles 

of this defcription by charges of feditionj and of treafon- 

able practices. 

The 

ComniMs to reform the expenditure of public money, and to reform Parlia- 
ment. Theie Aflociatioas appointed Committees of Correfpoadencey (i. e. 
Correfponding Societies), fome of which confined of more than one hundred 
members } and they alio voted for a National Aflbciation of Deputies, (t. e. 
a National Convention.) In iliun ration of the fpirit and obje£t of thefe 
meetings, I fhaJl quote the fpeech of Mr. Baker at that of Middlefex,, 7th 
January, 1780, who now votes for the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus A&y 
and is a bitter enemy to Conventions and Correfp ending Societies. ^' He 
£»id, that to give » validity and fuccefs to this Petition) and that it might not 
Retreated with infolent negleA, it was judged neceflary to come to fome fur- 
ther Refolntions, fimihr to thofe agreed to by the county of York. He iaidy 
the reafon why the former Petitions of Middlefex and other counties had 
lalled of fuccefs, was, that they had not followed them up, and given them 
fepport, either by AfTociattons or Refolutions of (omc (krong nature.** He 
therefore moved-—*' for a National Aflbciation of Delegates, and a Committee 
of Correfpondence, (i. e. a National Convention and a Correfponding So- 
ciety,**) which motions were unanimoully agreed te« (See Remembraneefy 
vot.^ ix. p, 10& 

'*' Mod of the other counties and towns came to refolutions fiibflantially the 
fame. The following is a copy of that paiTed in WeftminOer Hall : 

^ Refolved nemne controdieente. That this meeting do approve of a National 
Aflbciation, on legal and conflxtutioQat grounds, to promote a reform ia the 

penditure of public money, to reduce all exorbitant (emoluments, to refcind 
and abolilh all finecure places and unmerited penfions, and to reftore and 
lecure to the people the freedom and independence of Parliament, as indiP> 
penfibly neceflTary to the State.** A Committee of one hundred and three 
was then appointed, among whom were the following Oentlement who 
accepted the office «> that isy they became Members of the Weflminfter 
Correfponding Society, in^ituted for the purpofe of procuring a Reform of 
Parliament, &c. by means of a National Convention, via. Duke of Portland, 
Lord Temple, Lord Egremont, Lord Cholmondeley, prefent Lord Sydney, 
Mr. Burke, Lord Bui keley, Mr. Baker, Mr. Hume, Mr. Almon, Mr« 
Adair, Mr. Thomas GrenviUe, &c« 

** Mr. Burke was alfi) a member of the Ctorefponding Society^ in Bm-klng« 
liamdrire, and the Duke of Portland was the moft bufy in promoting them all 
pvor the kipfdom. Bcfides bdpg a member of more th^o a dosen of theft 
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The London Conflitutional Society, having the fame ob-' 
je6l, was, for a long time, cxjnneded with thofe county. 



bodies, he was the Chairman of the Correrpoading Society of the coaaty of 
Nottingham. 

^ Thefe pioceedings had not merely a Reform of Parliament for their objed. 
They were taken with a view to reform all other branches of the State; and 
they were carried on in a tone far exceeding in boidnefs any thing of the 
prefent day— *The language then not only was, that Reform could never be 
obtained but by tlie efforts of the people themfelvet, but moft of the Peticiosi 
to Parliament fet forth, that it would be derogatory from the honour and 
integrity of the Houfe of Commons, to grant the fuppltes till the grievances 
were redrefled I The county of Middlefex unanimoufly refolved to inftradl 
fheir Reprefentatives to take the bed meafurea for impeaching and bringing 
to juflicethe King*8 Minifters; and many other counties refolved, rot that it 
was their opinion that annual Parliaments, &c. would be good things, but 
they refolved that Parliaments fltall be annual. " The Rights of the 
People"—" the Majefty of the People," were then the fafliionable ex- 
preffions, and (everal Gentlemen went fo far as to fay, that Ireland had only 
obtained her independence by the force of 60,000 bayonets, and that if Par- 
fiameat did not comply with their Petitions, it would be neceflary to take 
the £ime means to enforce them. 

** Such was the temper of thefe Meetings, which not only formed Correl^ 
ponding Societies, but fent Delegates to a National Convention« Of that 
Convention which met both in March, 17^0, and March, 178 1, and whick 
palTcd numberlefs Reiblutions In favour of Parliamentary Reform, I finfl by 
Mr. WjfvilPs lad publication, that the following Gentlemen, ?mong others^ 
were Members 1 Mr. Windham, Lord Althorpe, now Earl Spencer, Mr. 
Baker, Mr. R. M. T. Chifwell, Mr. Thomas Grenviile, Sir George 
Yonge, &c. &c.** 

** The following extniCt from a Proteft entered by the Duke of Dor fet. Lords' 
Aftbvmham, Hampden, &c, againfl the proceedings of the county of Surry, 
will fhew that the very fame objedions were then made to thofe meafures bf 
the friends ^f Government, which are now brought forward againli them by 
the rery Alarmifls who originally gav9 them birth. , 

'' And we do moft particularly proteft againfl the Refolutions of appolntinf 
a Committee of Correfpondence, yith the declared purpofe of forming 
General AlToclatiofls, apparently tending to over-rule the Legiflaturc, to 
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and diftriS aflbciatiom, ♦ which met for the ptifpofe of er - 
citing the people to require a parliamentarjr reform. Nor 
was any blame imputed, or any punifhment threatened, 
to- the individuals who compofed thefe focieties, at a period 
when their prefent perfecutors were members of them. 
How far the principal alarmifts in the minifterial ariilocracjr 
of the prefent day were connected with thefe meetings, and 
their proceedings, that confilfenf, perfcvering, ind fteady 
friend of reform, the Rev. Mr. Wy vill, f has very projJerly 
difclofed to the public ; and it would be deiirable, that his 
account fhould be compleat-ed from the earlier records of the 
ConfJitutional Society of London. This wouM contribute 
much to fhcw the tergiverfation of pretended patriots, and 
difclofe the political charadlcr and condud of t^t fet of men, 
whofe trade it is to cajole th^ people> till they can fpum 
them. 

The addreffes to and from the focieties of France, ind the 
Revolution Society of London, the members of the laft 
mentioned fociety have publifhed at length, much to their 
honour, and much, as I think, to the credit of the perfon9 
who appear aduated by fuch fentiments of general pkilan^ 
thropy and mutual good will. 

----- - - - • r * . ■ - ^. ■ ... 

fntroduce meafures inconfi'^ent with, and fiibverfive of odr prefent excel- 
lent Confli ution, and kading to confulion and anarchy.** 

*' After fuch authorities as thefe, it would furely have been very prefump- 
tuous in the Secretary of the Friends of the People to have condemned a Con- 
vention of Delegates either as illegal, or as improper at any time ; and it was 
perhaps fetting himfelf too boldly forward aga«n(l the example of Earl 
Spencer, and Mr. Windham, even to fay that fuch a meafure would be nik 
at prefent j for when they were Members of a Convention, the coantry ¥ras 
in much more difttefs, the people were much more difcontented, and con- 
ie^uently the danger was greater than at prefent. 

"July 5, i;94. A FRIEND OF THE PEOPLE.** 

* Such as the Yorkfhire Aflbciatlon^' the Qjjintuple Alliance, &c» 

•f" Political Papers, chiefly refpefting the Reformation of the Parliament of 
Crcat-BriuiD| three Vcls. Octavo, of which are already publiihed* 

The 
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^Kd mok i€tA\ii, however, thoujgfi not d eompf^at sA* 
count, of the proceedings of the numerous patriotic focieties> 
cftabliihed and continued within thefe two or threeyears> 
the public; o\^e to the labours of the Committee of Secrecy of 
the Houie of Commons, appointed in the prefentyear, 1794^ t6 
examine and report upon the contents of the papers forcibly 
taken from the Secretaries, and others, belonging to thofe 
focieties* In thefe reports, fome papers are evidently omitted 
which the public would probably have been glad to have 
feen. But, in return, many of the extrafts publiftied by the 
Committee are clearly fuch as the forencfs and irritability of 
government^ would not have permitted any other fet of men 
to have fent out into the world. The neceflary attention to 
common prudence would have forbidden it- 

I do not know which, among the bold and tlie very important 
truths contained in thofe reports, are meant to be re- 
garded as treafonable : for it is evident* that there can be 
no fiich crime as treafon, until fbme overt ad expreffive of the 
treafon, fhall make it manifeft* The efTence of libel con- 
iifts in publication ; and whether feditious and inflammatory 
fentiments be difperfed among the people, by A, or by B. 
feenls immaterial ; the crime, is, the difperfion of them among 
the people. How far the Gentlemen who have publiOied 
thefe reports have played into the hands of their opponents, 
and purfued the line of conduct, which the prefumed delin- 
quents would moft gladly have followed had they dared-^ 
how far they have been guilty of the very a£l they complain 
of, in the complaint itfelf, is not for me to determine. But 
furely it may be alked, if the fentiments they reprobate are 
improper to be publifhed, why publilh them ? And if they 
are not improper to be publifhed, why complsdn Of them ? 
At all events, however, we now know, and from th'e higheft 
authority, what are the dodrines obnoxious to government *, 
and the people -are thus put into poffeiEon of fafts and 
fentiments, of which they muft form, for the prefent, their 
owp opinion ; while the future Hiftortan will rejoice at a 
• . • - Q cir* 



tircumftanCe whidi has enabled him to give a more eompTeae 
account^ and form a founder judgment of die events of thefe 
times than he could otherwife have ^hoped for. What is 
wanting to make thefe reports compleat, other perfons of 
better infoxmation ihould endeavour to fupply, fo far as the 
circumflances of the times will authorize. Perhaps the 
dodrine of libel may relax a little from its prefent feverity, 
and truth be permitted to fhew herfelf among us, without 
being fo frequently fubjedl to the lafh of the law.— ^Bcing de- 
iirous of contributing my ihare of information on thefe fubjeds 
(the refult of dear-bought experience) for the benefit of thofc* 
whoj influenced by the fame^motives^ may become liable to 
the fame perfecutions, I have fat down to relate fome of 
the political tranfadions which hiive taken place at Man* 
cheiter> of late years ; and I hope, that the reader will find 
matter for much important Tefledion in the narrative I am 
about to give. 

Since the year& 171 5 and 17454 remarkable for the at* 
tempts of the Stuart family to regain the throne, the fons of 
thofe, who at that time abetted the Pretender, had with their 
hopes of ihccefs given up all attachment to the remains of 
that degraded and wretched family. But the old do£lrine» 
of pailive obedience and non-reilflance were not entirely re- 
nounced, and very many among the inhabitants of Man-* 
chefter and its vicinity adhered with the ufual bigotry to 
what are commonly called Higb-Church principles ; princi- 
pies, which, it is well known, moft frequently defcend with 
ths, names and properties of thofe whoprofefs them. Perfons 
who embrace thefe opinions, take for granted, that the religion . 
and the politics of a nation mull always go together : and 
if one fetiof men be difpofed to a different form of worfhip 
from another, it is held as a thing impoflible for the two to 
concur in a common form of government. Thus are fellow 
citizens'fet at^ variance ia this world for opinions that relate 
to another. 



The 
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Tie cftaSliilied clergy, whofe falaries and finectves de- 
pend upon the continuance of the public error in this re- 
fpeft, take care that the people fhall not be undeceived ; and 
brand with herefy and innovation all thofe who exprefs their 
doubts of a pofition, which, however vehemently afferted, has 
never yet been proved. 

The commencement of party violence in Manchefter may 
be dated from the year 1 789, when the diicuilions refpe^ 
ing the Corporation and Teft A6ls occupied much of the 
public attention. In that year the Proteflant DifTenters con- 
ceived that from the apparent liberality of all ranks of men 
in matters of religion^ the times were fufHciently favourable 
for them to renew their applications to Parliament for a 
repeal of the A€ts juft mentioned, the majority againft them 
on a former quefUon being not more than twenty votes. 
The Clergy, however, either were, pr pretended to be, 
alarmed; and, on a fudden, the fears of thofe who cried 
out, " the Church was in danger," became as wild and 
abfurd as ever they were in the days of Sacheverell and Ms 
party. At laft they became fufficiently enthuiiaflic in Man- 
chefter to call a meeting of thofe particularly- attached to 
their own opinions, under the title of Members of the £fla« 
blilhed Church, in order (thefe are their own words) *' to 
*' confider of and confult about the impropriety of the ap- 
" plication to Parliament of the Proteftant DifTenters to ob- 
** tain a repeal of thofe falutary laws, the Corporation and 
" Tefl Ads, the great bulwarks and barriers, for a century 
'« and upwards, of our glorious Conftitation in Churcli and 
" Sute." • 

. The meeting held in purfuance of tlus advertifement was 
called a public meeting of the Members of the £ihi^ 
blilhed Church. The room, however^ was nearly filled 



* The re«|tiifitioii to the Borooghreeve and Copftablei to call this meet- 
ing was ligncd firft by the Cbunbwardim of about half a dosen of the pariih, 
and other churches in Manchefter : acircumftanct AifficUatly eviacixig.the 
a^vi^ of the Ckrgy upon UkU occafioa. 
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by the adherents of the High Church pajty before any 

others could be admitted. To increafe the folemnity, the 

Clergy attended in their gowns and cafTocks, Some oppofi* 

tion was made to the manner^ in which the meeting had been 

called, and the indecent ^ratagem by which the room had 

been previoufly filled; and it was particularly objedted, 

that, according to the rule which the town had adopted in 

fhe year 1788, the Bbroughreeve and Conflablcs had no 

right to ^11 any meeting of the inhabitants, except a general 

tone.* But the clamour of the High-Church meti was vio^ 

lent beyond 4eicription« Resolutions prepared before-hand 

yrert put into the hands of the Boroughreevei whili he was in 

the midft of his fpeech, and explaining why he called the 

town together ; and thefe refolutions, Seconded even before 

they \vere read, were as haftily pafTed in the noife and confuiion 

which prevailed. Till the next morning, when they were 

printed, it is probable that few of the perfons prefent un-r 

j^erftood a fyllable df what had been yoted. f ' 

A con- 

* Upon die 8th day of July, 1788, the following Refoliitlon was pal!ed, 
,9t a numeroot and refpe^able public meeting of the Inhabitants of the towq 
of Maochefler, viz, 

<« Rftiblvedy 
. ** That the Borooghreeve and ConftabIe« have no right to call any meet- 
ing of the Inhabitants of this Town, but a general one j and that the 
pVefeAt Boroughreeve and Conftables, Mr, George Barton, Mr. Nathan 
JCniinptOR, and Mr, James Entwifle, have the very iincere and particular 
thanks of this mei£Bng, for caHing a general meeting of the Inhabitantf 
|i^ thif very gitat and tni|^emiit ^uefUoiy/' 

-f Among the Refolutions voted wai the following, vis, 

7 ^ Thut the rcfii^on of t^e State be the religion of the Magiftrate, whhoot 
which ao foc«Bty cfA be wlfi^y coii^dent of . the integrity 9hd |ood fsidi of 
|he perfons appointed to plape^ of tmft and powerr** 

If this be truej it ought to be c^jj-ried further, and exclude from the Legifla<r 
ture all thofe who are not of the religion of the State. The iituation of thq 
jAaker of laws, ;8 much higher than that of the Magiftrate, who only ad- 
ininifters them, and. who is^ or /houid be, accountable to the publi<^ tri- 
^i)n4* for eveiy mi/coHdul6lr Surely, if there b? no danger in a DiiTente? 

. being 
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A oonduft like this gave extreme difgull to myfelf and 
others, who, without being partial to any body of men, 
wilhed to fee thofe of every religious perfoaiioi) placed 
Upon an equal footing. Religious differences would foon 

become 

being a Mefflber of Parliament, there can be none in kis being a Country 
Jtiftice^ an A M er man , or -an Exctfemana But errsr is almoft always in* 
confiftent* 

Hov^e^cr^ at tb^ Refoliitlons themlelves, with the ftile of €tim iiktro* 
d«d:ion t'6 the public^ are faik- fpecimens of the tethper and princ^lea of th« 
High- Church party at that time, I here prefent them to the reader : 

*« CONSTITUTION AGAINST INNOVATION. 

« "tHE rea! friends of tWa Town and Neighbourhood, Members of the 
BSTABLISHED CHVKWyzvA firm in iht old CAVSE, have Again atk 
Opportunity of congrl^ulatiog their Fellow Citizens (thtt Day) on the com* 
pleCe Overthfow of th.e 

a PROTESTANT DlSSENTERSi^ 

**'Aiid rtOTwithftanding th* Legions of DifTenting Congregations, beaded by 
their refpe£liire Pas to as of this Town and Neighbourhood (who fo inde- 
cently /oj^tf^ thcmfe1ye», urnmnted^ upOn the Meeting)- tbry Hvette rovteo, 
and AiSappoiwted in thek MA-akED virulence and ktsTtEss op- 
position to th good ORDER and CONSTITUTIONAL Proceed- 
ings of the Meeting, as well as to that Order which ought Kv'Em 
to prevail in the STATE^i 

« THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND FOR EVER. 
♦* Manchcjierp '^d February ^ 1790," 

"Manchester, 3^ February, 1790, 

^ AT t MOST RESPECTABLE and NUMEROUS MEETING of di« 
<< Town and Neighbourhood of MANCHESTER, 

♦* Convened THIS DAY, at the HOTEL, by public Advertifemcnt, infcrtcd 
in both the Manchefter Newifpapers, and at the written Re^uefl of 
Seventy four Members of the Church of England, for the Purpoie of 
confider'mg off and conjulttng aBout, the Impropriety of the Applkaticn tq 
Parliament f of the Pr^t^aat Dyfinters, to obtmn » Jtepea/ of thofe Jalmarj 
fjanuiy 

« THE CORPORATION AND TEST ACTS, 

•* the great Bulwarks and Barriers, for a Ctntury and upioards, cf our 
vhrious Confiitutton in Church and State-,'' when the following Refolutione 
Werp moved) IcchmiM^ t^ipe read, 8od carried by a Tcry hrge Majority, 

altboD^li 



become of little importance^ if all men were left to go to 

Heaven their own way, without perfecution or profcriptioti 

for their opinions. Thefe fentiments prevailed among a 

great nunvber of the inhabitants, who adjotznied the iame day 

(Feb. 3) to a different houfe, and protefted againil thefe 

High-Church proceedings. 

Until 

altboogh the Proteftant Diflenters of the Town and Neighbouthood(« at- 
tended in a way large Body, in direA Oppofition to the Reqaifitkn and 
AdYertifementSy which conycaed only Memben of the Eftablifted 
Cbatch* 

** Re&olted, 
^ I. That the Application to Parliament by the Proteftant DSflTentert for the 
Repeal o£ the Corporation and Teft ACtty is in.our Opinion improper $ bo- 
caule we cannot but efteem foch Repeal fubverfiye of out CooftlUitioa ia 
Church and State. 

^'II, That an eftabliAed Religion is the Bafis and beft Secarity of cint 
Society ; and it is found expedient for the public Tranquillity, that the Reli* 
gioR of the State be the Religion of the Magiftnte> without which no So« 
ciety can be wifely confident of the Integrity and good Faith of the Peribn* 
appointed to Placet of Truft and Power. Hence the Wifdom of our An* 
ceftors in requiring fome public Profeflioh, fome facred Teft of Conformity ta 
the Eftabli/hment, for the due Exercife and Performance of Office, the -6^ 
curity of our Laws, and the Prcfervation of our Conftitution* 

^ III. That the LegiHatore of this Country hath an indubitable Right to 
enjoin fuch Tefts, as they think will beft preferve our Religious and Civil 
£ftablifhments; and we approve and admire the Wifdom of our Anceftors in 
cnaftf tg the Receiving the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper according to the 
Uiage of the Church of England as • fufficient Teft, and effcAual Safegoard 
to our happy Conftitution in Church and Stata. 

^ IV. That the Corporation and Tefl A£ls give Strength and Perma- 
nency to our excellent Conftitution, and ought to be tranOanitted unimpaired 
to the late4 Pofterity. 

** V. That the Teft Laws are in no wife intqided to opprefs the Dif- 
ienters from the Church, but as a Security againft any Endeavours to over* 
turn the Eftabli/hment, and that as the Diflfenters from the Eftabliihment, 
become fuch by their own free Choice, they have «o juft Ground of Com* 
jplaint againft thefe Barriers, which the Wifdom of the L^iflature hath 
thought proper to enait for the Pre&rvation of both Church and State* 

$ . V VI. That 
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Unt3 this period the bickerings between the Friends ta 
Xiberty and the idolaters of authority in Mancheiler^ were 
carried on with a fpirit of oppofition, indeed, but not of 
Ibatred^ The Clergy, however, looked upon this liberality 
toward the Difienters, as an aA of open hoflility againft 
tiiemfelves. Sermons were every where preached again& 
sdl who favoured the repeal of thefe ads of Parliament, much 
in the {ame way as of late they have been againft what is 
called Sedition. This is a practice as pernicious as any that 
fanaticifm or arbitrary power have ever employed : for the 
dodrines delivered to an ignorant multitude from the pulpit 
are not to be repelled by oppoiite- dodrines, like fair public 
or printed arguments, but are like wounds in the dark 
which become fatal before a remedy can be procured. 

Immediately after the Bill for the repeal of theTeft Afts 
was thrown out> the party in Manchefter who oppofed that 
neafure formed themfelves into a body, which they ftUed the 
Church and King Club. Their firft meeting was held 
on the 13 th of March, I790> with folemnities as ridiculous a$ 



^ VI. That as we coocdre the DiiTeiiten to eojoy already a compleat and 
uninterrupted Toleration (which we are far from wiihing to deprive them of) 
it becomes every Member of the Eflabliihed Church to take the Alarm at 
their Conda6l, to be ready to meet them In Parliament, and oppofe with 
Vigour every Endeavour and undue Influence exercifed upon the JEHurliamen- 
tary Reprefentatives of this Country, efpedally at the Eve of t Geocfal 
£)e£Uoo, for obtaining a Repeal of the Corporation and Teft Ads. 

^ VII. That this Meeting are fenfible of their high Obligations to all 
tbofe Members of the Houfe of CoTumoos, who lately in Parliament' fo 
ably flood forward in Defence of our Conftitutioni by oppofing the Repeal 
•f the Corporation and Teft Ads. 

^ VUI. That the particular Thanks of this Meeting are due t» the 
Chairman for his candid, upright^ and impartial Condudy and that the 
Chainnao leave the Chair, and the Meeting be difiblved. 

5<£DWARD VhAQZ, Borooghrecve and Chainnan.* 



»» 
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any to be found in the Mftpry of toryifm. ♦ TKey woriE} 
uniforiiM, with the rcprefentfitioii q£ the Qid Church at Man^ 
chcftcr engraved on their buttons. Tfcey appointed a com- 
mittee for the admiiTion of oiembers of fuitable liv^f and 
converfations, and ilruck medals to CQfnniemorate thfi fad, that 
the motion for the repeal h^d been i^egatived in Parliament. 
Every thing faid ip favour of liberty or Uberality, was to 
theie gentlemen a declaration pf yffif againi): the Conftitution 
in Church and State. The /ta^dlng tp^f^ of t)^ir clnjb, anfi 
in their private focietie$> wa$» Church, and King, and dotAin iviih 
At Rump ; and they feemed anxious to keep, alive at their 
meetings the abfuird prejudices ^hich djilinguiihed and dif- 
graced their predece^brs of th/e laft century. 

Some months after this, (during which time thefe gen- 
tlemen kept up their clamour without oppofitjioti) viz, in 
the beginning of Odober, 1 790, feveral merchants and manu- 
fedlurers in MancheJder, together with fom6 members of the 
earned profefliQj;is, agreed to form another fociety of a character 
very different from the Church and King club. We met monthly 
under the name of the MArrcHESTER Constitutional 
Society ; and endeavoured, to the beft of our power, to op- 
pofe the intolerant and flavilh doftrines which were daily 
inftilled into the people. The fundamental tenets of this 
ibciety were expreffed in certain refobitions agreed to on the 
5th of Odober^ \']^o* Some time afterward (viz. in June 
1792) one of the divifions of the Church and King Club alio 
(for at this time there were feveral,) thought proper to pub- 
lifh their political creed. That t!he reader may have an op- 



* Their Advertifement was as follows : 

" Manchestir, March 5, 1790* 

** The Members of the Church and King Club intend to dine at the 
Hotel on Sdtunday the 13th Inftant, to celebrate the giorious Decifiofi of 
the Houfe of Commons on Tuefday laft upon the great Conjftitutiotfal 
Queftion, the Repeal of the Corporation and Teft AAs.*' 

They were afterwards called by fome wicked Wit, the Tythk ani> 
Tax Club./ 

portunity 
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portunity of comparing and judging of the principles of thefe 

different focieties, I have contrafted the two publications jud 

Xneiitibned, ih the note. «• 

To 



• " MANCHESTER CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY, 

*« Inftituted Oftober, 1796. 

**Resoi.utionI.— That b every civil Community, the legitimate authority 
of the Governors^ can only be derived from the confent of the Governed, 

*< II. That the happiliefs of the people governed ought to be the fole end and 
aim of all civil government. 

' *' III. That public honours and emoluments can only be due ft>r fervices 
conferred on the State. 

** IV. That every perfon, from the bigheft to the lowcft, appotntfed t6 and 
xccepting of any office or truft for the benefit of the Communityy'is ultimately 
xefponfible to the people for the complete difcharge of the duties of it. 

*' V. That ^ions only, and not Opinions^ are the proper obje^s of civil 
jvaifdi£lion. , 

<' VL That no Law or Statute can be fairly mado, which is not ena^ed 
by and with the confent of a majority of the people,^ given either exprefsly by 
themfelves, or by means of a full, fair, and adequate, Reprefentation. 

•f* Vtl. That the People of Great Britain are not fully, fairly, and adequately 
reprefented in Parliament ; and that the defedive ftate 6f the Reprefentation 
of this country, and the extended duration of Parliaments, require a fpeedy and 
effedual reform^ and are objects to which the attention of this Society ought to 
be particularly direded.** 

«« THE CHURCH AND KING CLUB, 

*^ Held at the houfe of Mr. Jonathan Foftisr, the Weaver's Arms, oa 
Cockpit-Hill, Manchefter, think it necefTary, openly, in die fol- 
lowing Declaration, to (late their reafons for publifhing their 

Principles. 

« DECLARATION. 

**- This Society beholds with infinite concern the many dangerous plots and 
aiTociations that are forming in different parts of this kingdom, for the avowed 
purpofe of difTeminating difcord, and for fubverting the order of one of 
the moil beautiful fyftems of government, that the combiiied efibrts of human 
wifdom has ever yet been able to accompliih* 

D . "When 



. To the Mimzhgfitr ConHitutic^nal Sockty ttieir advcrikries 
imputed as a political qfence never to be forgiven, that. they 
approved of the French Revolution^ and the then conftitution 
<of that country ; and as we profeiTed it to be the principal 

objeft 

. *< When we fee liich du^j woauds aimed at our gkxious conftitutiony we con- 
fider it tbe duty of all good dtlzeas, publicly to ftep forward^ and exprefs 
their abhorrence of the malevolent and moft wicked intentions of thofe dlfap- 
j^ointed men, who arc audacioufly clamorous for a reform in parliament^ bat 
whofe real objeO: is to excite civil commotion in this our baj>^y and[ well- 
governed ftate. 

<* We are fv from believing, ihould they ever cffeft their purpofc, (which 
-Heaven forbid !) that the change would be for the better> hut muft always re- 
gaud thofe . perlbns as the bane of civil fociety, who have given fo many 
fnch «f an innate propenfity fiar power, and of that rcftlefs ambition which 
hu long been their moA diftinguifhed charaderiftic. 

«« PRINCIPLES OF THE CHURCH AND KING CLUB. 

N '«« Ir 18 a ^Hndp1e«f this Sotiety, to levere the ConiHtution and obey the 
King, according to the Laws of that Conftitution. 

** It is a principte c^ this Society, to reprobate the wild theories and feditiou» 
&n€ttmts tefpeftiAg die AightsVof Man, which have been lately promulgated 
by the enemies of our -moft excellent conftitntion in church and ftate, as they 
;pe fubverfive of all civil authority ; and that, if they were put in pra£ticey 
would tend to nothing but anarchy and confufion, which is contrary to all 
order. 

' ** It is a principle tf this Society, that the Conftitudon of this country was 
renovated and 6xed at die time of the glorious Revolution. 

^* It is a principle of this Society, that the Conftiturioa has hot fince that rinse 
been efleatiaUy departe4 irom. 

'< It is a principle of this Society, that the Legillature of this country ought 
ever to'oonfift of 'King, Lords, and Commons. 

<< It it a principle of this Society, that all other modes of legiflarion, than by 
King, Lordly and Cominons, has always been found, hy experience, repugnant 
to the genius of EnglUhmen. 

' «< It is a princifde of this- Society, that the EftabHihnient in Church and State, 

IS not to be altered but by the Le^iflature itfclf 3 confe^ueotly a&y Qther mode 

woold be attcodcd with extreme danger* 

««It 
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objeA of oar wiikes and purfoits, that there jnight be feme 
fpeedy and eife^ual reform in the defedive reprefentation of 
the people of Great Britain, they urged this as a proof of onr 
defigns to overtam the conilitution of our own country, and 
to introduce a Hate of anarchy and confuiion. 

Thefe are now become the hackneyed topics of arifto- 
cratical calumny. They have come upon us, as they have 
upon all the worthieft and befl: men of the country ; and i!f 
there be any crime in the cafe, we muil certainly plead 
guilty. I believe nothing has yet happened which has ma- 
terially altered our fentiments on thefe fubjedb. 

In the affairs of France, we faw, as we thought, the moft 
perfed and yet the moft peaceful revolution to be found in 

** It is a principle of this Society, that it is rt^ifite in erety good govenie^ 
ftate* diat there moft exift an eifabliihed Church, and daat no one is tb bear any, 
office, either in dwrch at fiato, hot fuch aa will coolorBH and be la *""^'"n'Ti"t 
with that church. 

<' It is a principle of this Society, that the Oorporadon and Teft A£b aie 
the great bulwarks of our conftitudon in church and ftate, thoefbre ought never 

to be repealed. 

« It is a principle of thb Sock^, that Tolexaddn hi xeligloos nMteis h W 
be extended to Difienters of every deoooinatiOB. 

** Finally, it is th^ fixed deteiaunttiaa of this Sodcty, at all thiicf and in 

all places, to a?ow and maintain the above piiadpks to be tnily contt* 

tutional. 

** Signed by Order of the Society. 

"« W. NIGHTINCALE, Piefideat.** 
** Mfmcbtfier'^ June « j, 1790.** 

Thofe who wiih to iee a colkdion of the abf«rdi6ct which heve bem 
publicly avowed by the adherents of Chwrib and 9tiUg PsRtia, in the en* 
lightened kingdom of Gceat Biitun toward the cleie of the i^th century, will 
do well to procure the Reibludons on the fubjeft ef ^ Coipotttiea 
and Teft Ada of the vacoas naectingti in fvppfirt ef tb»fe Mwarh of our 
eonftitudqa. They aee adleOcd and piintcd to e#liv«^ 6f Mf£ Ritvii«t<ato 
St. Paul's Church-yajd, 

Da . th« 
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tie hiHory of mankind. The cruelties of the Let ires dt Caehef, 

the injuftice of the Droit d*jiubaine, theperfecutions of the Pto- 

teilamSf the exadions of the Intendants, were repealed, dif- 

avowed, and ftigmatized. Monopolies of a)l forts, which bore 

fo heavy upon the poor, were abolifhed, and they groaned no 

longer under the compulfory tax of the Gabelle, or the fervi- 

tude of the Corvies, Heaps of barbarous and antiquated laws, 

differing from each other in the various diftrifls of the country, 

vi^ere abrogated ; and the innumerable convents of both fexes 

were forbidden to receive freih facrifices to that worft of 

fnperftitions. The hereditary judicature of the parliaments, by 

which juftice was made a property in the hands of a few fa-- 

ijulies, was commuted for trial by jury; and a fyftem of re- 

prefentation was arranged for the whole country, with fcarcely 

any oppoHtionj and without any commotion.* Coinparing this 

fiate 



* That the reader may be fully aware of the ^number and extent of d» 
abufes which exifted under the old government of France, I ba^e added, as an 
appendix, the teftimony of one who cannot now be fufpefted of much partiality 
in favour of the Revolution. Mr. Arthur Young, to whom I allude^ pubUflied 
within one year hi» Tour to France^ and The Example of France a Wiaming 
to Britmn. The farmer fuU of democratic paiTages, and of invectives 
aigalisft the mifery of ^ ooramon people, and the infoience, ignorance, and 
crppreiiive conduA of the privileged orders of France. The latter work is of 
an oppoiite complexion; containing an abufe of the French Revolution, fo 
violent, and fo declamatory, as to difguft by its malignity even many of that 
^lafs of readers who were prepared to admire it, and who might not otherwiie 
have been difgufted at the fhallow fophiftry, fo evident in every page of that 
weak and wicked performance. 

How happens it, that, in the fpace of a few months, this extraordinary con-* 
verfion, this public recantation of opinion, fhould have proceeded firom a mao 
who feeraed fo deeply imprefied with the neceffity of a change of government 
in France, and fo querulous too refpedting the negle^ of the public toward Ya» 
own fupereminent abilities, and the enormous weight of taxes with which his 
ilender patrimony was burthened, by the oppreflive finance of his own country ? 
How happens it, that the iame name could appear to the %6tb number rf 
theAmaJs of Agriadturef tbe Tottr intg France, and the Mxamp/e of FraK€ 
a Warmng tg Britmn f 



ftate of things with the three long and lailiog tyrannies of 
Louis XIII. XIV. and XV. was it criminal to look with d^e* 
light and admiration on the profpedl before us, of fo many 
millions of men jud reilored to their rights from a condition 
of abjed ilavcry, in which the nation had continued from the 
year 1614? In the year 1790, France appeared to have ac- 
quired a Aate of freedom equal to that of Ameiica, but with- 
out the fame ftruggle. At the Confederation of Paris, July 
14th, X790, the King, the Army, and the great body of the 
People, accepted and ratified this ConlUtution. On the 14th 
of July following, the fame ceremony took place, and the 
fame harmony (notwithflanding the King's flight, in June) ap- 
peared between him and the people. Thefe circumflances, 
doubtlefs, afteded us- in common with all other Englifhmen^ 
who looked back to and admired the adts of their forefathers. 
But the fame fentiments and feelings were not to be expeded 
from thofe, whofe anceAors had favoured the families, and 
who themfelves admired the maxims, of the houfe of 

Stuart*. 

On 

Some time previous to the laft-mentioned pubUcatlon, a Board of Agriculture 
'was in contemplation, and a ihort time aftar^ when the Board was formed, 
his Majefty was pleafed to appoint Mr. Young the Secretary, with, I am 
told, a falary of 500 /. a year. Sir John Sinclair, who, in the preface to his 
Hiftoryof the Revenue, had complamed moft grievoufly of the ilUberality of 
Mr. Pitt, but had afterwards found reafon to vote with the Miniftry, was made 
Prefident of this new (may it prove an ufeful) inftitution.— " What makes all 
4o^rines plain and clear ?^* &c. Sec 

I do not mean to approve of all the extracts which I ihall give as an ap- 
pendix 3 for I think much more favourably of the general proceedings of the 
French when the extrads in queftion were penned, than even Mr. Young did : 
hilt I do not know fo complete and interefting a detail; in the £ngll/h 
language, of the abufes of the old French government as Mr. Young has there 

1 

* I have left unnoticed the ufual declamations about the calamities of Puis, 
the maiTac^res of September, and the other horrors that are fo frequently at- 
tributed to the FreQch as a nation, and to the itruggle for liberty as the cauls 
0f them, ^ut I .would aik^ Which of thefe calamities took p'ace hckxt the cua^ 

cest 
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On the 14th ofjviy, 17^1 , the Fitnch Revolatioii wzs cefew 
brated in London and other places. The Cooilitutional Soc^etjr 
of Manchefler advertifed a dinner for the fame purpo(e» takings 
precautions which very bafe and unmanly niixnaatioiis had 
rendered neceilary.* We particalarl^ defired dia< no perfons 
would wear about them, or hy, anything which might creatr 
animoflty between us and thofe who were of opposite fentiments. 
We wifiied peace and hamony to prevail on aS fides, and to 
Ie«vc opinions to find their own value. Mot fa our adverfa- 
lies i fot, on the morning before this, a moft ioAunniatoiTr 



cert of Princes ; before the treaty of Ftlxatz ; be^ the wen-kxxMm Man* 
fiffto by the Duke of Brunfwick, on the part of our faitbfu! alty his Majefty 
«!* Pruflia ; before the a^ual invafan of Fraxice by the cfitttmental Depots ; 
audi finally, before the trtaeberous furreoder q£ tomt mugmsltmtL IbMrcfles^ iA» 
their handi? 



««y»w 15, 175 r. 
♦ <' The MANCHESTER CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETY have thtk 
Anoual Dixuier at the Bridge water Armsy on Tboriliay the I4tb day of July 
Bert, being the Anniveriary of the French Revolution ; at which time andl 
|ilace the company of the Friends of Freedom b reijueftcd. 

•* GEORGE LLOYD, 
« THOMAS WALKER, 
<« JAMES DARBISHIRB, 
'* THOMAS COOPER, 
w GEORGE PHILIPS, 
w THOMAS KERSHAW, 



►• Stewards. 



** Tickets ji. 6 J. each, to be had at the Bar of the Bridgewater Arms, aod 
at MenVFalkoer and Birch's, Stationers, in the Market-place. 

^ Dinner at three o^cIock precifely. 

** The object of this meeting being lot only to commemorate the isftkotioQ 
•f the' Manchefter Conftitu'bnal Society, but alfo to celebrate, as a fubjed 
«f exultation, the overthrow of deCpoufm, and ^e efeihUfhmrnr of civil and 
religious liberty in France,-— <he Stewards requeft that no gentiemao will oa 
that day move or introduce for difcufiion any ^ueftlon relating to the political 
fardes or local concerns of this country $ or wear any cockade, or ether badge 
«f difHndion, which may give unneceHary oflfence to thofe of our felknr 
citiwns who have not yet been led to fed as ardently upoa this great event 
wb oorfclvcs*** 

band- 



^nii^bill i^ras diftributed tkroughout tlte towfe, <ontiining, 
anoRgft tethers, this fentcnce, that « if Engliftimeft had the 
** fpirit they ufed to have, they would, on the 14th of July, 
** pM the koiife we affembled at over our heads ; and the 
.** brains of erery. man who dined there, would much be im- 
^* proved by being mingled with brick and mortar,** 

RecolleiSting fince the horrid trania^ons which paffed om 
this (axoe day at Binningham, and the manner 19 which, aiid 
the defcript^on of perfons by whom they were conduced, 
I have been feme what furprized that nothing of the Cime kind 
was attempted with us. But the fbte of things was not fa- 
ypurablc to fuch an attempt at that.feafoa, however defirous 
fome pcrfon$.4iugh.t be of making it, i had in a confiderable 
^grse xkc police <of the town in my own hands as Borough" 
Tcevc,* and moft probably could have prevented any mif- 

chief 

t - * * ' 

• * Tlie tovn of Maochdbcr ht$ ^QtCher ^nHiyor oor baUi(St, ^of ^ny other 
«fBcert of a My covporayte. TIm regubtioo of th» polkc is la three ofHcers» 
vie. a Boroa^hieeVe or HcaiUkiiouik, and two Coailabfec, who perhaps vrera 
« cefitHry a|[0 fuiKcient to keep the peace among the inhabitants of thdr jurif^ 

Thefe officers are aimually eleded in (Xlober by a jury of the Leet fum- 
mOAed by the 1^4 of tlie Manor.- - ' ' 

The Boroagh'ZeeTeis coniidcred as.the pnncipal officer, and In that capacity 
-prefides at puUic meetings, is applied to ypoD all public bufinefs> has the diArl^ 
butionof certain charities, &c. &c. ^ 

F|ora the inmienfely Increaled popubtion A^thin the !aft few years, the 

Magiftrates of the county have annually fwora in about two hundred additional 

* ... 

Conflables, who are called Special Conflables. ■ 

- If this were the proper place, I think I ootild fliew that the town of 
Manchefteif owes much of its wealth , and importance to its uni;icorporated 
^haraOer, and that, by the above-mentioned fyiftem, public order might be- 
as fully maiotaiiied as it ever was in the beft regulated corporations hi 
England. 

It has been obferved with great truth* that towns where manufadures art 
moft flouriihing, are feldom bodies coiporate, commerce repairing univerfa 

encourage* 
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cMef by timely exertion. This was well known. Tie fcBicme 
therefore, if any was in contemplation^ proved abortive, and 
the day paiTed over in the utmofl tranquillity. But, from the 
cxpefience of what the unhappy families at Birmingham fuf- 
fered in their property, how narrowly fome of them efcaped 
with their lives, and from the fymptoms of a pcrfecuting fpirit 
in the town of Manchefter, which were betrayed by the hand- 
bill before mentioned, and from the way in which the account 
of the Birmingham riots was received and fpoken of in this 
town, I determined to be upon my guard, if any occurrences 
of a fimilar nature fhould ever take place in' Manchefter. 

The two newfpapers ufually publiflied in that town, began 
now to refufe communications on the fide of liberty. One of 
them (publifhed by Harrop) had always been violently de^ 



encouragement, inftead of exclufive p/ivUegec to the natives and freemen of 
a particular dlftridl* Thofe who firft intttodaced the Cotton manufa^re into 
Lancaihire, were proteftant refugees, who probably found fmall encouragement fat 
thefcifelres and their induftry amongft the corporate towns of England. In the 
fame manner, the Silk trade was eftabliflied by the French emigrants of the 
laft century, in Spital-fields, as being in the fuburbs and without, what are 
called, the Liberties of the city of London. 

In Languedoc, and other Proteftant parts of France, there are petibos who 
ilUl talk of their relations in this country. Various Watch-makers, de- 
ibendants of thofe who were perfecuted for their diflent from the Catholic 
church and arbitrary government, are ftill to be found In the pariihes of St. Anne 
Soho, and St. Martinis in the Fields, which, as is well kijiown, were con- 
£dered at that period as being out of the metropolis. 

It is almoft nesdlefs to obferve that this country owes much of Its conv* 
merdal charaAcr and profperity to the fireedom it was fuppofed to polTefs ; 
that the Woollen manufadure was principally eftabliflied in confequeoce of the 
fupeiftition and cruelty of Philip the Second of Spain ; and that we are equally 
indebted to the extreme folly and wickednefs of that French Mooarchi who 
revoked the £di^ of Nantc for feveial valuable manufaiftures befides the Silk 
and Cotton. Thefe ideas, though not immediately conne^d with what I ha<^ 
to fay refpe^ing the Borough-reeve, fo naturally occurred at this moxnent» that 
I could not pafs on without laying them before the reader. 

S voted 



\. 
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vbted to the Higli-Church party, and the other (Wheeler's) 
was eafily induced to adopt the fame conduft.* Some mem- 
bers of the Conllitutional Society, therefore, propofed to Mft 
Matthew Falkner, a member of that Society^ to commence a 
new paper, under the name of the Manchefter Herald, which 
was begun on the 31ft of March, 1792, and continued to the 
23d of March, 1793, with a degree of fpirit and reputation 
that will not foon be forgotten in tJiis neighbourhood. 

On the 13th of April, 1792, Mr. Cooper and Mr. James 
Watt, jun. on the part of the Manchefter Conftitutional So- 
ciety, prefented an Addrefs to the Society of Jacobins at 
Paris, which, on the 30th of the fame month, produced a 
moft virulent inveftive from Mr. Burke, in the Houfe of 
Commons. On the 8th of May, the Manchefter Society pub- 
liflied tranflations of the Addrefs and the Reply to it; for 
which, and for a defence of their proceedings on this occafion, 
1 refer to " Cooper's Reply to Burke's Inveftive,*' a publica- 
tion which, from the very favourable acceptance of the public, 
was -certainly worthy of. an anfwer, but to which Mr. Burke 
has not yet condefcended to reply, either from want of in- 
clination, or, more probably, from want of argument. 

As the Manchefter Conftitutional Society wai now brought 
forward very confpicaouily before the public, it became tht 
objed of much converfation and calumny. To prevent 



* There is not a more formidable enemy to political enOr than a newf^ 
paper impartially conducted. All parties in this country are aware of this. 
Hence the tax upon paper, the tax upon newfpapers, the penalty on lending 
papers, the threats and inducements ufed toward the publicans throughout the 
kingdoiiii to re}e£l ibme and take in others. Hence the proCecutions 
vhich have been canied oh againft the Argus, tlie Moaning Chronici*^ 
the Manchefter, the Sheffield, and the Leicefter papers. Hence, in nany 
public-houfes throughout the kingdom, you fee none but fuch contemptibl(K 
papea at the Sub and^hc True' BritOo. 

The fame fpirit has laid a very heavy tax on imported bOok$, and granted a 
Wonty on tlieir export. 

E miftake 
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ailftakc and mifreprefentation, the members thought it nc- 
cefTary about this time to publifh the following declaration of 
^their views and intentions :— 

m 

" BuIPs Head Inn, Mancbefter, May 15, 1792* 

*' At a Meeting of the Manchester Constitutional 

Society, 
« Refolved, 
" That the great objeft of this Society is, and always has 
been, to efFeft a reform in the prefent very inadequate, and 
corrupt ftate of the Reprefentation of the people. 

*' That as the defedlive ftate of the reprefentation of the 
people has introduced into the conflitution of this country all 
the abufes which deform it, this Society eamefUy invite their 
fellow citizens to a ferious and difpaflionate con£deration of 
this moft important fubjedl, which, they are happy to learn, 
will be brought before the Houfe of Commons in the next 
Sefllon of Parliament. 

'* That the following Declaration be laid before the 
Public :— 

" DECLARATION. 

" The views of the Manchefter Conftitutional Society having 
been lately much mifreprefented, we think it neceilsiry to ftate^ 
to the public the 'general principles, on which our aflbciation 
is founded ; and the purpofes, which we aim at accomplifh- 
ing — The political maxims, in Vhich individually and col- 
ledlively we agree, are— 

" That the power veiled in every government is derived 
from the people-^That the perfons who exercife it are ulti- 
mately refponfible to them— -and that the happinefs of the 
people fhould be the fole end of every government. 

*' We difclaim any intention of endeavouring the overthrow 
of the Britilh Conftitution— Our aim is to reHore the conr 

• 

fiitution to its original purity^ by ^removing th^ corruptions 

and 
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and abufes that deform it, and which render its pra6tice at 
perpetual variance with its applauded theory. We are parti- 
cularly anxious, that the Houfe of Commons fhould be in 
reality, what it is in name, and pretenfion, the Reprefentative 
Body of the Commons of Great Britain ; and that the members 
of that Houfe fhould owe their feats to the good opinion, and 
free fufFrage of the people at large, and not to the proftituted 
votes of venal and corrupted boroughs. As it is the boaft of 
our conflitution, that it combines the advantages of three 
Separate eftates, it is effential to its purity that the rights of 
the Commons Ihould be preferved inviolate ; and that neither 
the King, by his Minlfters, nor any Peer of the realm, ihould 
influence the choice of thofe who are the ofteniible repre- 
fentatives of the people. It is a matter of notoriety that 
TWO HUNDRED and FIFTY-FOUR members of the Houfe 
of Commons, areelefted BY LESS THAN SIX THOUSAND 
PERSONS,* and that a great number of the boroughs which 
return thefe members are at the difpofal of the Peerage, or 
under other unconHitutional influence. 

" We are farther defirous, that the moll efFeftual means fliould 
be adopted of fecuring to the people the integrity of their 
reprefentatives. For this end, the duration of parliaments^ 
fo unconftitutionally extended to feven years, ought to be 
contraded ; in order that the exercife of the right of appoint- 
ing their reprefentatives may more frequently revert to 
the people; and that the members of the Houfe of Commons^ 
knowing that' the renewal of their truft muft depend on 
an honeft difcharge of it, may feel it their intereft, as well as 
their duty, to do the bufinefs of their conftituents with 
fidelity. Oil the fubjeft of the corrupt influence which cxifts 
in the government of this country, we are happy to ufe 
the authority of Mr. Burke, who, on prefenting fome years 
ago to the Houfe of Commons, " A Plan for the better Se- 



* The moft muaerooi meeting of the Gonvaoasj ia cur rcceOeftion, waa 
5ea acfflbers. 
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'< curky of the Independence of Parliament* and the osco* 
<' noznical Reformation of the Civil and other Eftablifh- 
'* ments," made this animated declaration, — " What I con- 
fefs was ufpermpfi fwitb me, lubat I bent the ia; bole force of 
my mind to, luas tbe redu^ion of that cornet influence, nvbicb 
<* ij itfelf the fertnnial fpring of all prodigality, and of all dif 
" oacd^ i nMch loads us more than millions of debt ; 'which 
taka OFVoay nngom from our arms, luifdom from our councils, 
axd e-veiy jhadonjo of authority and credit from the mo/i 've-' 
•* narahh parts of our confiitution.*' The teftimony of the 
Houfe of Commons may alfo be quoted to the fame purpofe> ' 
which adopted^ not many years agOj the following refo- 
lution, which was fupported by Mr. Burke> viz.-—" 27;at tbe 
<* influence of the crvwn has increafed, is increafeng^ and ought 
** ta be diminijbed,*^ We cannot believe that this corrupt 
influence is fince diminifhed ; for it appears that even fome 
of thofe whom it formerly alarmed, are now drawn within its 
vortex. 

" As the prefent tumultuary mode of electing the members 
of the Houfe of Commons, is difgraceful to a well regu- 
lated focietyx and fatal, in its confequences^ to the morals, 
and, fometimes, even to the lives of our fellow citizens, we 
conceive it highly neceflary that this defeft fliould be re- 
medied, and that a peaceable, and, at the fame, time an ef- 
fedoal plan, fhould be eftabliihed for colle£iing the fenfe of 
the public on fuch occaiions. 

> 

*' Inftead of endeavouring to excite fedition, we are Co- 
licitous, by a timely and well dire£led reform of abufes, to 
remove all pretences for it ; and we are convinced, that 
by adting on* fuch principles, and fteadily adhering to fuch 
objefts, we give the beft proof of our regard to the con- 
ftitution^ andi to the peace and happinefs of this country. 
We cannot agree with thofe, who, aFefting a blind- venera- 
tion fbr the deie€b as well as excellencies of our govern- 
'mftnt# ilrenuouily oppofe cVery attempt to eradicate evi|s 
long felt and complained of. The feafonable removal of 
• .. • ^ abufea 
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abufes would be the fureft pledge of public tranquillity; 
whilft their continuance may eventually provoke popular in- 
dignation, and endanger even the exiftence of the firitifk 
Conilitution.* 

'* Though we rejoice at the Revolution which has lately 
taken place in France, we do not pledge ourfelves to an ap- 
probation of all the meafures which have been there adpipted ; 
with the particular reafons of fome of them we are not fuf- 
iiciently acquainted ; and we moil ilncerely deplore any cala« 
mities with which the -change of the French ConHitution may 
have been attended ; neither would we at all inliuuate that 
fuch a revolution as was made neceflary by the wickednefs of* 
the former government of France, is requifite for the very 
different circumftances of Great Britain : But without com- 
paring the wretched ftate of the one country with the hap- 
pier condition of the other, we rejoice as Men, that fo many 
millions of our fellow creatures, formerly debafed by flavery, 
are at length emancipated from it : and that a nation, whofe 
government was once bulled in creating projeds for the de- 
flruftion of the human race, has difplayed to the world the 
glorious example of renouncing all fchemes of ambition and 
conqueft, and avowing a fyilem of universal* benevo- 
lence. 



• Mr. Burke has expreffed himfelf in a manner fo appropriate to our purpofc 
in his Speech of February the nth, 1780, from which we have already mad» 
an extract, that we cannot do better than ufe his own words on this occalion :— 
« I do moft ferioufly put it to adminiftration to confider the wifdom of a timely 
** reform: Early reformations arc amicable arrangements with a fiiend in 
** power: Late reformations are terms iixipofed on a c(mquered enemy :—• 
'< Early reformations are made in cool blood : Late xeformations are made 
** undei' a ftate of inflammation. In that ftate of things, the people behold in 
*^ government noching that is refpcfkable : they fee the abufe, and they 
^* will fee nothing elfe : they fall into the temper of a furious populace, 
** provoked at the diforder of a houftr of ill-fame : they never attempt to 
*• corrcft, or regulate : they go to work by the fhorteft way— they abate the 

** nmfance : they poll down th« houfe ^This is MY OPINION with 

<* te$3aA tQ the T&U£ INTEREST OF GOVERNMENT/* 

" Suph 



( 3« ) 

^Siich are our FRi NCI PLEs> our WISH Es, and our Dssiaifsr* 
Wc have no SELFISH views— no partial isterests to 
promote.— We are confcious of no motive but the public 
good; and we can have no intereft but in the public welfare.-— 
The claims which we aiTert are guaranteed to us^ not only by 
f eafon and juftice, but by the constitution itself .—The 
neceflrty of an equal Reprefentation of the people in Parlia- 
Bient is admitted by the enlightened^ and good of everv 
denomination; and as this is the great object of onr 
Ailbciation, we cafll upon our fellow-citizens to, co-operate 
with us in the profecution of our defign> which may truly be 
called THE CAUSE OF THE PEOPLE- 



•* Signed by order^ and on behalf of the Manchefter Con- 

ftitutional Society. 

•' THOMAS WALKER, Prefident- 

«' SAMUEL JACKSON, Secretary.*^ 

Within a week after the publication of this paper, his Ma* 
jeRy^'s Minifters iiTued a Proclamation againft feditious 
writings, publications, and correfpondencies ; a Hate paper 
To curious, that even well known as it now is, I think it right 
to give a copy of it to the reader in this place, more efpecially 
as it is here neceflary to illuftrate fome other proceedings 
of the Societies. 

" From the LONDON GAZETTE. 

" Tuefday, May 22, 17^2, 

" By the KING, a PROCLAMATION. 

« GEORGE R. 
•* Whereas divers wicked and feditious writings have been 
printed, publifhed, and induftrioufly difperfed, tending to 
excite tpmult and diforder, by endeavouring to raife ground- 
lefs jealoufles and difcontents in the minds of our faithful 
and loving fubjeds, refpedling the laws and happy confti- 
tution of Government, civil and religious, ellablilhed in this . 
kingdom ; and endeavouring to vilify and to bring into con- 
tempt the wife and wholefome provilions made at the time of 

the 
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tkc glorious Revolution, and fmce ftrengthened 3nd col- 
finned by fubfequent laws for the prefervation and feciirlty of 
the rights and liberties of oar faithful and loving fiibje^s : 
And whereas divers writings have alfo been printed, pub- 
liihed, and induftrioufly difperfed, recommending the faid 
wicked and feditious publications to the attcndon of ail our 
faithful and loving fubjedls: And whereas we have alia 
reafon to believe that correfpondencies have been entered 
into with fiindry perfons in foreign parts, with a view to for- 
ward the criminal and wicked purposes above mentioned : 
And whereas the wealth, happinefs and profperity of this 
kingdom 'do, under divine providence, chiefly depend upon a 
due fubmiilion to the laws, a juft confidence in the integrity 
and wifdom of parliament, and a continuance of that zealous 
attachment tg the government and conftitution of the king- 
dom, which has ever prevailed in the minds of the people 
thereof: And whereas th^re is nothing which we fb earneftly 
defire as to fecure the public peace and profperity, and to 
prefervc to all our loving fnbjeds the full enjoyment of their 
rights and liberties, both religious and civil: we, therefore 
being refblved, as far as in us lies, to reprefs the wicked and 
feditious pradlices aforefaid, and to deter all perfons from 
following (o pernicious an example, have thought fit, by the 
advice of our privy council, to iflue this our royal proclamation, 
folemnly warning all our loving fubjefts, as they tender their 
own happinefs, and that of their poUerity, to guard againft 
a!I fuch attempts/ which aim at the fubverfion of all regular 
government within this kingdom, and which are ihconfiftent 
with the peace and order of fociety ; and earneflly exhorting 
them at all times, and to the utmofl: of their power, to avoid 
and difcourage all proceedings, tending to produce riots and 
tumults ; and we do ftriftly charge and command all our 
iftagiflrates in and throughout our kingdom of Great Britain, 
that they do make diligent enquiry. In order to difcover the 
authors and printers of fuch wicked and feditious writings 
as aforefaid, and all others who (hall difperfe the fame : and 
we do further charge and commahd all our fherii^s^ juilipes of 
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tHb peace« chief rnagiflrates in our cities> boroughs and cor-^ 
porations^ and all other our officers and magiftrate.s through- 
out our kingdom of Great Britain, that they do> in their 
feveral and refpedtive Hations^ take the mofl immediate and 
effedlual care to iupprefs and prevent all riots, tumults and 
other di(brders> which may be attempted to be raifed or made 
by any perfon or pcrfons, which, on whatever pretext, they 
may be grounded, are not only contrary to law, but danger- 
^oas ito the moil important interefts of this kingdom : and we 
do further require and. command all and every our rnagiflrates 
afoxefaidj^ that they do from time to time, tranfmit to one of 
our principal iecretaries of ftate, due and full information of 
fuch perfons as ihali be found oiFending as aforefaid, or in any 
degree aiding or abetting, there in ; it being our determination 
for the prefervation of the peace and happinefs of our faithful 
and loving fubjedls, to carry the laws vigoroufly into execu* 
tion againft fuch offenders as aforefaid. 

" Given at our court at the queen's houfe, the twenty-firfl 
day of May, one-thoufand-feven-hundred-and-ninety- 
two, in the thirty-fecond year of our reign. 

« GOD fave the mNG." * 

About 

* Cvurlous as this proclamadon is, it is not fingular : 

The following general warrant was ifTued by Chief Juftice Scroggs-^* 
and it is a circumiUnce not unworthy of notice, that he was afterward a im- 
peached by the Commons for this, amongil other reafons. 

** Whereas there are diverfe lU-difpofed perfofts, who do daily print and 
publish many feditious and treafonable books and pamphlets, endeavottring 
thereby^ to difpofe the minds of his majefty's fubje^ls to fedition and rebel- 
lion ; and alfo infamous libels, refledling upon particular perfons, to the great 
fcandal of his majefty^s government. For fuppreffing whereof, his majefty 
hath lately iilued out his royal proclamation; and for the more fpeedy 
fupprefHng the faid feditious books, libels, and pamphlets, and to the end 
that the authors and publifhers thereof may be brought to their punifhment : 

*' Thefe are to will and require you, and in his majefty's name to charge 
2ad conunaod you, and every of you^ upon fight hereofi to be aiding and 

affiftjpg 



About tilts tioie (viz. Ma^ a'jtfii^ 1792*) commenced tke 
patriotic* and on the 5th of June, 17929 the Reformation 
Society of this town. As theiie were afterwariLs conneAed 
with the Conilitutional Society* and ftiU more^ the obje&s of 



affifting to Robert Stephens, meflenger of the prefs, in the feizhig itftaU 
fuch books and pamphlets as aforefaid* as he ihall be informed of, in any ' 
boo]^feller*s or prVntar''s ftops,' or Mvarehoufes, or elfewhere ^hatfoever,^ 
the end they may be dlfpofed as tp law ihall appertain. Alfo> if you 
ihall be Informed of the authors, printers, or publifiiers of fuch books, 01^ 
pamphlets, 4s ure »b9vf me^tioa^, you pm to apprehend limn, and tiave 
them before one of his majefty's juftlces of the peace, to be proceeded ftgaiaft 
according to law* Dated this 29th day of November, 1679* ' 

** To Robert Stephens, mciT^^r tf the prefsi and to «UinafQrs,L Acoffs» 
V»M|frs, toMbUSf H84 9X1 other ofB^en and jninifters, whom lihefii maf 

« WILLIAM SCROGGS"— State TrlaU, vol. vii. p- 484. 

There is alfo a curious paflage refpofUng a fimilar proceeding of Charles 
the sd in Hume's iife of that monarch«««f»ypl. viii. p. %6* 

« Soon after the prorogation, there paifed an incident which b itfelf 
18 trivial, but tends ftrongly to mark the genjius of the Englifli government^ 
and of Charles's adminiftration, during this period. The liberty of the con- 
ftitution, and the variety as well as violence of the parties, had begotten a pro- 
penfity for political converfation ; and as the coffee-houfes in partkular were 
the fcenes, where the cond^ft of the iuag and the miftry was c^nvafled 
with great freedomj a proclamation was ifiiicd to (iipprefs tbefe places ^ 
rendezvous. Such an ad of power, during the former reigns, would ha?e been 
grounded entirely on the prerogative $ and before the acceflioaof the houfefif 
Stuart, no fcruple would have been entertained with segai4 to that exercife of 
^a^thority. But Charles, finding doubts t^ arife upon hU prodamatifin, had 
recourfe to the. judges, who fupplied him with a clusaQc, aa4 <^at too a 
frivolous one, by w^h he might juftify his prpceedistga. The Uw wkiitM 
fettled the exclfe, enacted, that licenfes for retailing liquors might be refufed 
to fuch as could not find fecurity for payment of the duties. But coffee 
was not a liquor fubjefled to excife ; and even this power oTiefUfing liccnfei 
was very limited, and could not reafonably be extended bey<wd tlic intention 
of the z&. The king; therefore, obferving the people to be much di0atis- 
fied, yielded to a petition of the coffee-men, who promifed for the future to 
jieAr^Q all feditious difqpurlb in their houfir^ s aod the pfoda»ati(n was 
Kcallcd." 

F virulent 
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tindent abufe and perfecution, I iiave given tHe fundamentaf 

tefoludons and declarations of thefe Societies^ that the reader 

may judge how £u they defcrved the obloquy and reproaches 

of the people of Manchefter or the minlfters of goVeni' 

ment.* 

On 



* « ^/ tf Meeting held at the WINDMILL, i/r DOLEFIELD. 

« Refolvedy iirft, That this Society be denominated the Patriodc 
Society. 

" Second, That the following be oar declaradon, which fliall be figned by the 
Piefident and Secretary f publiflied in all the Manchefter'newTpapers, and 
&3DX. to the Gonftitutional Societies in London, Manchefter, Sheffield, Nor* 
vrich, Glafgow, and any other places where fimilar focieties are, or may be, 
ibnned* 

"DECLARATION, 

*< The people of this country not being fairly reprefented, the objeA of this 
Society is to endeavour to gain by confiitutional meant a fair and adequate re- 
prefentation in parliament ; and till we have gained this point, we do declare 
that we will never ceafe, or relinquUh our well meant endeavours, and that we 
are determined to proceed with firmnefs in defence of our own and our coun- 
try's rights. 

*^ Reformation and not Rerolution, as iome would wifh to infinuate, is our 
objeft : all ideas of the latter we utterly MfcUim^ as we abhor every thing 
that bears the flighteft feroblance to tumult or dlforder. The arms of reafon. 
tfe our only weapons, and with thofe we hope to conquer } thofe of force may 
af&ft defpotifm, but are not neceiTary to the <:aufe of truth. Though we pay 
implicit obedience to the prefent form of government, yet fliU we have the 
undeniable right of pointing out our grievances, and oi endeavouring by con- 
ilitutional means to get them redrefled $ we do therefore declare : 

** I. That as government derives its origin from the people, they ought to be 
fairly and adequately reprefented in parliament. 

*< IL That till this is the cafe the people of England cannot be faid to enjoy 
perfect freedom. 

<< III. That the fole pbje^ of gov«f]un«Bt flight t» be the piofpcrit^ and bap<* 
pincfsof the people* 

«^ JV. Thar 
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On Monday the 4tli of June, 1792, (his Majeflfs Birth' 
ticy) 2L meeting was held in Manchefter to addrefs the king 
on the late proclamation. On the Saturday, Sunday, and 
Monday morning before the meeting, th^ following addrefs 

was 

*« IV. Tl^at the original intention of government was to proteA, and not to 
aanihilate the rights of man.-— 

** The people of this coimtry, efpecially the middle and lower clafTes, have 
l>eeB kept in the dark with refpeft to the abufes of government, and have 
been conftantly told that they ought not to meddle with the affairs of admi- 
niftrationy hecaufe thofe in office would ever have their intereft at heart. This 
mode of' arguing:, ridiculous as it is, has' neverthelefs had its defired efied s 
the people thinking that this was really the cafe have ihut their eyes to thei*^ 
•wo intarefiy and have defifted from making any enquiry ; yet, alas \ hew have 
they been deceived, during a late rumour that this country would be involved 
in a war with Ruffia, the people in general were averfe to it. And in the 
Houfe of Commons where thdr fentiments ought to have been fpoken, there 
was a very great majority^in favour of the minifters impolitic meftfure. This 
will iVequently' be the cafe till the people of this kingdom are equally repre- 
sented in parliament. As this country owes much of its greatnefs to com- 
merce, the people who have contributed the moft to its prefent grandeur, and 
who contribute the moft towards the maintenance of its government, certainly 
ought to have their fentiments fpoken by men of their own chuiing, for as long 
as placemen, penfioners, and others have it in their power to buy their fetta 
in parliament for a few thiMifiuid pounds, the profperity, happinefs, and liberty 
of this country will ftand on a very tottering foundation. 

** We muft confefs that we have little expedation of any effefloal reform 
^eifig carried into execution by the Houfe of Commons of itfelf, for as ofttitn 
the queftion of an equal reprefentation in parUaibent has been agitated, £0 often 
has it been negatived ; and ftill more Ho as dame of tbofe who foitnerly pre- 
tended to be warm advocates for the meafure» arc now amongft the moft vio- 
lent of its oppofers. 

*' We fee with-pleafure that (imilar inftitutions to oufs are forming ia many 
towns in this kingdom, and we congratulate our country that men of the firft 
rank and abilities have had liberality fufficient to form themleWes into a 
fociety Sps obtainbg a more adequate repreientaftion in pvUamejit 3 and* efpf- 
CAally as feveral diftinguiihed members of the Houfe of Gomoona aie en. the 
lift of the members of that focietyy yrt intreat our fcUow-cUisens to follow 
o«r example^ and not let thaai<Blvcs be any longer dcciived by afty |aity 0^ 
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was diftributed on the part of the Gonftitutional Society, 
which will fofficiently evince their defire of preferving the 
peace and harmoRy of the towiv ^^ their diiincUnatiim to 
any fpecies of conteil; but that of fair and. free diicuffioo:. 

*' The 

I 

men, for the miniftry and oppofition hive generally but oati thidg la VifcWy 
which IS dieir own Indivduai tntereji \ and while £nglUknieti eantiime to re»^ 
pofe an implicit confidence in either party> they muft never ex]^£l: to obtson 
aH effiidualiedtefs of ihelr grievance^. 

** Signed by the order of the Society, 

« WILLIAM SPAKKMAN, Pwiident. 
« SAMUEL TENNANT, Secretary." 



*^ Moftcheftif^ ysne6f ly^t, 

*« At a Meeting held at the Cld Boards flead, Hyde's Crofs, it was refolved^ 
that this Society be called 

« The REFORMATION SOCIETY. 

^ *tiiii iht fbllomng be our declaration which fiiall be printed in the Man- 
cheiier papers> and fent to (inlilar Societtes in this kingdom. 

** We lehdd widi jileftfure foei«ties forMiflg In dlfSfeM&t parts of this kki^^ 
MOf ftr tlw farfcifb of obt^nuig a Pafhamtittary Rifim j We b«g teiire c« 
units our hvinbte ewi«av(mrs w thtifs> by fytttAti^ Amlelves into a ibci«ty> td 
es»e^eMt with them in {o excelltnt m undflrtihiiiK. 

<' The ftudy of civil government fo important to the happinefs of man, 

. .though m itfelf plain and tof>le> has, by th« arts of de(^otifm betn wii^pt 

«p Ia darkoefs and obfomity. If we fuiTcr from any thing before we cah apply 

: tlir moMff \t is noctfffary to know thtf caufif to point out the i^fflgs^ and tb 

flifW tbc htlght to which it Ims liibik, The bift means of pointing out oix 

-grfe'^tecesi iai g«(tikig «heiii redreilcdy is by having men cbofen by the ma-- 

jtrity of the fwple ; acting according to the wiihes of their tMnftitu^ts in ^ 

§fual refrefentation of the pttfiU in farliameat. 



If 



^•RefniVed, 

^ L 'That the people ftf Great Brieftln tit wot fiilly> fairly Md adt^uately 
in^reftflM in parliaiiieniii--«nd that the defeASve ftate of the repref6ntatibn of 
th)f c^wtry and fHu Attended d^l-atioti of parlUments» require a fpeedy an4 
eflisdtttil R«romit9 and «t ob)«as tO whkh the i^telitian of this ibciety |« 
ptrt^cnli^y dlr«^i<4- - . • 
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*' The Mancliefter CaNSTiTimoKAL Society, ftlly fa- 
tisfied that the voice of reafon is feldom heard atiddft tamuk 
an<i coftfufion>«*-«that the trae friends of the people are aifo 
the trueft friends of peaceable demeaaoar, and patiept in* 
vefligation— that 'the advocates of a timely and temperate 
reform in the abufes of government, require no affiHance bat 
from argument, and that their adverfaries have no refource 
but in violence and abufe, the co^i^on refuge of a caofe 
that can be no othcrwife fupported-— //&/ffi it ihfir duty to 
reply by their a^ons to the calumnies of their enemies* 
and to ftep forward at this moment of public perturbatioiv 
in fupport of peace, and order, and law. 



*< II. That the happinefs of the people governed, ooght to be the folecod 
and aim of all civil government. 

'f III. That every perjfon ^rom the higheft to the loweft appointed to, and 
tceepting of arty office or tmft for the benefit of the community, is ultmattly 
re^anftbli to the p€oplt for the compleat difcharge of the duties oi it. 

*^ We alfo beg leave to thank his Majefty for his royal proclamation, 
-wherein are the following words : << And whereas there is nothing which wc 
*< fo earneftly defire as t6 fecure the public peace and profperity, and to pre- 
*< itrve to all oar krvmg fnbjedls the full enjoyment of their rlg|its and 
<( liberties, both rtligiOtts afld civil.*' 

*< We are far from countenancing any thing that leads to ararchy and confu« 
(ion. Reason and Truth are the Onlyarmsthat we will unitedly wield againft 
thofe who may oppofe us, and with them we ihall in the end prevail. We are 
willing to bring every thing to the teft of reafon, * and of truth ;•— then by their 
oVm merits or demerits, thiy muft ftand or fall. 

<< We renounce and difclaim all riots and tumults. And we declare that wf 
will, to the utmoft of our power, at the command of the magifbratcs, alilft. 
4A fupprefling and c[ueUing any fuch which may aiife. 

<< Signed by order of the focietyf 

« pHH ROBERTS, Prefideirt. 

<« JOHN CHl^THAM, Secretary/* 

«* Hitherto 
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I 

«» Hiclierio tfcc people of England liave fuppofcd the ftatates 
of thfls rtstlm, duly executed, wcFe fnfficient of themfelves 
f9 prevent or to pumfli offences againf! the ftate, and that if 
the facwS" were inadequate to thei* purpofe, it was the duty 
of th« legiflatuire to remedy the defe^. Hitherto the peoptc 
€)£ England hseve fuppoied that the peaeeabie- iUfcuffion of 
the errors and abufes which time may have introduced int©^ 
the conftkution under^iirMch they live, was not only their 
peivikge, but their right — not merely a matter of expedi- 
cRce, but in jufHce to themfelves and their podertty, their 
bouoden duty* 

•' The proclamation, which his Majefty*s minil!ers have fa 
irnadvifedly ifTued, found the people thus happily perfuaded : 
nekher dtftrufting the laws of their country, nor involved 
in any riotous meetings or tumultuous difcuffions. Uiing, 
but not abufmg their right of invefligating the principles of 
government,, and ths condud of their public iervants, by 
the peaceable means of reafon and argument. The true 
Irieuds of their country have been grieved, to fee this ftate 
©f tliQ public mind fo materially diilurbed by the late Pro- 
cramation — the obvious tendency of ^yhich is to create alarm 
where none exifled before — to fow the feeds of mutual dif- 
cord and fufpicion among the people — to excite diftruA of 
the laws, the magiftrates, and the government of the 
country — and to gi^e exiflence to thofe very " frocee^ingr 
tending to produce riot and tumult!'* which it profe/les to guard 
againft. Never tJielefs a public meeting is propofed to be 
held in the town of MaiKheller, on Monday next^ " to coo- 
fider of a proper addrefs to his Majefty," in confequence of 
tftb very proclamation. 

•' In the prefent agitated ftate of the public mind, the 
impropriety of fach a meeting cannot be doubted ; and the 
ehvious ttttdency, of a multitude of people, of various and 
cppofite fentiments afTembling to difcufs a public meafure of 
a violent nature, and containing the moil dubious aiTertionsn 

and 
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and the moH perfbnal alluiion«^ is too glaring to be iuli^ 
taken. By violence and tumult**— by intemperate .ddxane 
and public confu/ion> the caufe of the people muft inevitaMf 
be injured. This is the gam^ for their enemies to play; 
and there is reafon to believe the opportunities will be 
eagerly fought for. 

**«' The Mancliefter Conftitutional Society will never TeHnquifit 
their principles, or lofe fight of an effedual reform in the 
reprefentation of the people ; but they renounce and difclaim 
fuch means of eifeding their purpofe, or promoting thdr 
caufe.— They do therefore moSt earneil^ly exhort the Mem- 
bers of their own and iimilar focie^es in this town and 
neighbourhood, and every true friend to the rights of the 
people, to evince themfelves the true friends alfo of public 
peace and good order, by abftaining from the meeting ^ 
Monday next ; which, however upright the motives of the 
perfons who have called it, has a dire£l tendency at the fn- 
fent crifist to endanger the harmony and tranquillity of the 
town and neighbourhood* 

'* Signed by order, and on the behalf of tie 
Manchefter Conftitutional Society. 

*' THOMAS WALKER, Prefident. 
" SAMUEL JACKSON, Secreury- 
♦* Mancbefier, June 2, 1792." 



This precaution was but too neceffaryj for in the evening 
of Monday a confiderable number of people a!fl!embled in 
St. Ann's-Square, in Manchefter, to fee feme illumina- 
tions exhibited hy two of his Majelly's tradefmen, when 
the croud became very tumultuous, and aiTauhed feverat 
peaceable fpedtators ;— they proceeded to tear up fcveral of 
the trees growing there, one of which was carried with great 
triumph to the Diffenters chapel, near the fquare, and the 
^ates attempted to be forced open, with violent cries of 
** Church and King-*-Down with the Rumpr^Dowo witk 

5 '^ 



C 4» ) 

it, kc, frc.** AnotKer tree wts carried in tl^e fime riotonf 
manner, and with the iame exultations to the Unitarian cha- 
pel in Mofley-ftreet ; fortunatelyj however, the doors wich^ 
flood the attacks made upon them, the people were perfuaded 
gradually to difperre, and aboot one o'clock in the morning 
the ftreets became quiet without any farther damage* 

About this time (June 26th* lygz,) ooe of the divifions of 
the Church and King Club thought fit to fupport the pro* 
damation of his Majefty's Miniflers by a declarAtioii of their 
principles in an Addrefs,* which 1 have already given in con- 
trafl with the refolutions of the Conftitutional Society; and, I 
apprehend, the reader has cot been at a lofs to iom sl judge- 
ment upon thefe two compofitions. 

The meetings that were called, and the refolutions that 

were entered into, in almoft every part of the kingdom at 

this period, under pretence of fupporting the conflitution, aie 

well known. The High Churchmen were not behind hand, 

on this occafion, in their profcflions of loyalty : all thp 

bad paflions of party were let loofe, and political rancour 

agdinft the friends of reform, became a virtue of the firft 

magnitude, -f 

A few 



* Page 17. 

f This was not unforefeen by a writer in the Manchefter Herald, who thus 
exprefles hJmfelf,: 

** Manchefter f yune 2, 1702. 
"Sir, ^ 

** The public have been not a little furpriied at the appearance of a procla* 

niation, the moil extraordinary perhaps that the annals of this country has 

produced, and Angularly well calculated to produce the alarm which it is 

apparently meant to alhy. 

<* By hints and infinuations— by ambiguous expreffions—- by general sdTertioos^ 
the aftoniflrcd reader is taught toexpeft fome unknown evil, which he attempts 
in vain to difcover from the proclamation itfclf. Seditious writings are com- 
plained of without being defcribed ; broad hints art given that correfpondencios 
have been undertaken for criminal ^urpofes with fuodry perfons in ^wetgn pftrts> 

without 



[ 
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A £cvr months after this proclamation^ a tax-gatherer^ 
and fome other perfons, went round the town of Man- 
chefter to all the inn keepers and publicans^ adviiing them, 
as they valued themfelves, to fulFer no focieties iimilar 

to 

Without the (lighteft fa€t being ftated upon which this belief is grounded* 
without any particulars of the fubjeft of con^fpondence, or the perfons cor- 
refpondlng, or the foreign nations alluded to. It infinuates attempts at the 
fuhverfion of all regular g o vemmcn t, withetit ^watvriag to Specify any par* 
tidttlars for public t^ilbrmation. It directs magiftrates to depart from the line 
of their praftice to turn informers and tranfmit fecret accttfatjipns againft in- 
dividuals to perfons* before whom the offence is not regularly cognisable. 

'< Jn the beginning it afierts, that feditious Writings have been pitnted* pub- 
liihedy and induftrioufly difperfed— <ifterwani3> as if doubting hs own afl^- 
tlons> it commands magiftrates to enquire after the authors> printers* and 
difperfers of fuch writings, who, if the former aflertion be true, ought to be 
well known already* and if not well known* the afibtioa ought not to have 
Keen made. 

** But if feditious wmings have been pubUihed* Why not venture to point 
them out ^ If not* Vfhat is the propriety of this proolamation ? If illegal 
coirefpondeacies have been undertaken* Why not publKh the {j£t, produce the 
proof* and mfi\€t the punifliment ? If none fuch have taken place* Whj 
make fo groundlefs an iniinuatbn ? 

<< In truth this proclamation (which is not the aft of his ms^efty* who hae 
aeither the power nor the inclination to do wrong* but of his minifters who 
teay have both) b in its whole tenor and compofition* a dired attack up^ 
the conduA of government Why permit any occafion to exift for fuch « 
proclamation ? Why have not thefe writings (if any fuch theie are) bee* 
fupprefled* and theur authors and publiihers proceeded agnnft according t9 
law ? Are the laws ineffefbial ? Why not amend them ?— ^Are they fufficicnt 
already^^-iWhy have they not been inforced ? Iiyleed I am aftoniihed that roi<* 
sifters for their own fakes will thus public to the world that* having beea 
femifs in their duty until tfait tine* they will take more c4re in future. 

*< I am grieved to fee the refpe^ed name of our gracious fovereign anne^ to 
a ^uhlicadoa lb evidently open to thefe animadverfions ; and I hope the ad- 

vifers of this indifcreet meafure will fhortly be impeached for promoting a 

» 

proclamation fo flagrantly calculated to excite jealoufies and alarms among 
Ihe people* where none ezsfted before. Very difidreat iadeed ^ c^ would 
bare beODi if«ny «Rtiag<«<«RiifpondcacictJitehHBif«M^y«^^ 

Q b| 



( 4« ) 

to ours (the conftitutional) to meet at their houfes. The 
publicans thought their licenfes of more value than our cuflom^ 
and would receive neither the conftitutionaf, die patriotic, 
nor the reformation focieties any longer. In thus afting they 
for the moment probably confulted their intereft, but the 
mode of their doing it, was too defcriptive of the temper of 
the high church party at that time * to be omitted. 

The 



by the verdifl of a jury as feditious and inflammatory, and thus clearly 
afcertained and pointed out to the peoplei were maintained or published and 
difperfed. In that cafe there would have exifled a fpedfic offence, the objeft 
would have been unambiguous, and the proclamation would have a£ted as a 
mild and falutary caution. At prefent there is room to doubt upon every 
Sentence of this proclamation ; and what is worfe there is affo room to apply 
k where it nuy not have the moft diftant alluiion. Involved as it is in 
darknefs and ambiguity, dealing in fears without fpecifying the fbundatioB« * 
and crea^ig fufpicions without removing them, each man is tempted to aflc 
his neighbour, Who are the perfons ? Where are the meetings? Which are the 
writings I The evil fpirit of criminal conje^re is let ioofe upon the-public, 
by authority, to ftab the reputation of the innocent $ dUid the malignant 
paffions of private pi^ue and public prejudice, have now full play and ample 
gratification. 

** But after all. Why this general anxiety a3r.ong minifters to ftop the pro- 
grefs of knowledge and cut off the fources of political information ? Why 
this dread left the people (the Swlnifi IMtitude,asthai friend, Mr. Burke» 
calls them) ihould think too much and reaibn too much on their own rights 
tnd their own interefts ? Left the deep veil of myftery which ftate^craft has 
thrown over the fcience of government, ihould, perchance, be withdrawn, 
and the tranfa^lipns of court politics be expofed to the prying eye of an 
liftonlfhed multitude I If the foundations of thefe gaudy fuperftrii^tures be 
miound, this conduA is eafily explained : but if government and miniilers 
do aftually mean well, if thttr principles and condud will bear examination^ 
why do they fhrink firom enquiry ? Why give room to apply the obfervatiOQ 
that « Men lovp darknefs rather than ]igbt-*becaufe their deeds art 
evil.'' 

w SYDNEY.'* 

* M We whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, being licoM Innkeepers ami 
ile-hottfekecpeny ivUhm the tawas of Mahcnmtm asd Sau-oxps ji^^ 

alaimei 



y 
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The Con^tutional Society having now no regular place of 
meeting, in confequence of being thus excluded from public 
houfes, I of^red thm the ufc of my houfe at Manchefler 

until 

alarmed at the treafonabU and fediUotn condudl of a well-known fet of daring 
MISCREANTS, who haye called a public meeting to be held on Tuefda/ 
next, at the BuIPs Head inn, in Mancbefier, for the avnoed purpofe of 
afffting the French Savagks, as well as with a sinczre desire of inrrtf^ 
dm'mgfanilar calamities to the inhabitants of this BArrr and prosper out 
COUNTRY, HS tbofe that now ex'ifl in Frame, take this ver§ necejfary opportu-' 
nity of publiihing to the towns of Manchester ^d Salford in particu- 
lar, and to the whole k'lngdom of GREAT-BRITAIN in genenl, our 
detefiatim of fuch wicked and abominable PRACTICES. 

** And we do hereby folemnly declare, that we will fM puffer any meetini^ 
to be held in our houfes, oi any Clubs or Socxxtxes, however fpecioui or 
plaujible their titles may be, that have a tendency to put in force what thofe 
INFERNALS fo ardently and devoutly wijbfor, namely the DESTUCTION 
OF THIS COUN'^RY ; and we will be ready on all occafions, to co- 
operatic with our fello^-townfmen in bnnginr to juftice all thofe who ihall 
offend many ioftance, againft OUR much-admired and most ezcel- 
X.SNT Constitution." 

Signed by iS6 Inn-keepers and Alehoufe-keepers. 

The preceding advertifement was publiihed in confecj^uence of the following 
propofal : ^ 

*' The friends to the liberties of mankind refident in this town and 
neighbourhood, are defiicd to meet at the BulPs Head> on Tuefday next the 
l8:h inftant, at three o*clock in the afternoon, to fet on foot a fubfcription 
for the relief of our brethren in France, who are at prefent fuffering all the 
calamities of war, in confequence of a moil cruel combination of dcj^ts, 
agalnfl: the dawning liberty of tkat country/ and which may eventually be 
employed, and with the fame reafon, to the deftruftion of our own." 

Manch^er, Vxth September, I79»< 

Another inftance of the indecent length to which falfehood and ca- 
^unmy were carried, appears in Hanop^s Manchefter Mercury of Tuefday 
the 13th. of November, 1792. Some perfons had been taken up (in Lon- 
don, I believe,) on a charge of unnatural pradices j this circoffiftuce g^vs 
pia' to the following paragraph in the paper U& lasxiGmisdt 
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tthtil they ednld t^commodate themfelves elfewhere. As I 
inofily refided £ve miles from Manc]ie(ler> in a houfe which T 
fben rented at Barlow;* it caufed no interruption or incon- 
venience 



•' The ex|)ofure of the Catamites has given rife to a comparati?e enquiry \Atxif 
the charaden which compofe that Society^ and the characters which coni<* 
^fe the CataHne Societies that meet in the varioos parts of this town ) when 
It is clearly found that the ktter (many of whom are of the Catanute fra- 
ternity alfo) are by far the more dangerous in fociety. Nature, ever perfe£t^ 
^werful, and repulfivey will proteft her own laws. Her imperative voice 
calls out| and the univerfal hand is lifted againft the execrable monfter that 
inverts herfaci:ed purpofes: but the Catalines, whofe dark and villatnous 
machinations work upon the credulous and Weak minds of ImperfeA men»' 
Ihould become the peculiar obje^ of national attention and. refentnoent Jt 
IS impoffible to bffend the laws of nature with impunity-**^hofe of nations 
arc too often fub verted without punifhment. All who love the harmony of 
order in fociety<«»all who venerate the beft of conftitutions— all who admire and 
love the beft of Sovereigns \ in fhort, every liberal and manly natute ihould 
unite in the expofure and condenuiation of th(^e confpirators who meet in 
public, and private houfes, and who, diftatlsfied with regular national proC- 
perity and happinefs, would, if poffible, confign their country to all the 
miferies of public and private anarchy ! ■ ■ * * 

• This houfe belongs to Mr. Egerton of Tatton, one of the prefent mem- 
btrs for Newoaftle, in Staffordihire. On the loth day of January, 1792, 
Mr. Egerton called upon me, and a (onverfation, of which the following^; 
dlabgue is a part, paiTed between us : 

Mr. Egtrten* I have been very uoeafy, and my uneaiinefs has prevented^ 
me from foonec coming to Barlow* 

Mr. Walker. I am forry you have had any uneaiinefs, and ftill more tof 
that it has prevented you from coming here, according to your repeated 
promifes. 

Mr, Egerton. From the deciiivt part which you have taken in public af- 
^MTS, I have been very much afraid that your houfe would have been pulled 
down. 

MnWaUker. Six I 

Mr.' Egerton. I mean my houfe* 

J^. m^tr, I am rtsdl/ «t a tofs |9 know what y<ni i&eait^ 
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lenience to myfclf or my family. The high church party 
having thus failed of routing the jacobins (as the friends of 
civil and religious liberty were now termed all over £ur6pe) 
their anin^ofity was principally direfted againft me for hav- ' 
ing fumifhed the place of meeting for the fociety, to which 
I belonged. On the ill of December, 1792, his majefty's 
minifters iiTued their ^ond proclamation, and on the nth, 
the friends to high church principles in Manchefler refolved 
to follow the example, which feems to have been held out at 
London as a pattern for the whole kingdom by what is 
called Mr. Reeves's afTociation. The newfpapers at Man* 
chefler, particularly Harrop's, had long teemed with inflam-' 
matory paragraphs againft the friends of freedom or jacobins 
as it then was, and (Hll continues to be, the fafhion to call- 
them. Thus in Harrop's paper of December 4th, 1792, 
jttfl a week before the riot , there appeared the following 
pai&ges. 



Mr, Mgertett. I think it right to be explicit, and to fay that I hare been 
very apprehenfive fcom the part you have taken, that my houfe would have 
been pulled down. Jh./a£I, I knoWf it was mtended to full your boufii 

ilfr. ff^ather^ To me you appear much miftaken, for I think the people 
begin to know better than to treat their real friends in the manner you fcem 
to iniiauate. But, as I think you right in being explicit, and as I admire 
plain dealing, I will follow your example, and tell you that if you ex-c 
peA, I ihould regulate my opinion by yours, you will be very much mif- 
taken. The part I have taken I have not adopted without mature delibera- 
tion, and inthout being peTfe^l7 convinced it is right. I will, nq^ thereforej 
luflfer any man to di^te to me. 

ilfr. Egertoiu I do not exped it, but my property is in danger. 

Mr. Walker. Whilft I live in your houfe I fliall not permit it eafily to be 
pulled down, as independently of my property I have a very great ftake in itr 
u^ wife and fix children. 

Jih Bgtrt9iu SiTy property it every thing to iae.««* 

«^The 






•• The metropolis * of Great-Briuin having fo deeidedljr 

•* given its opinion in refpeft to the conduft of thofe level* 

•' ling focieties which would pull down the glorious fahrick 

*« of the conditution, no doubt can be entertained that 

«« every corporate body and every town, county, and bo- 

**■ rough in tlie kingdom will follow fo laudable ap example ; 

** and thus at once crufh thofe iniidious vipers who would 

poifon the minds of the people, level all diHindions and 

aU prepgrtyif and make one general wreck of the happinefs 

«* of the empire*'* 

"The 



* AJluding to die refolutlons of the Comnjon^Cooncil of the Chy of 
IiondoB, upon the 27th aod the &9th of November, 1792- Sigood, ^ix^ 
Saaderibn, Mayor* 

■f The word Equality has been of great ufe to the High Church party, who 
have not failed to fei ate every opportunity of wilfully ferverting it . from the 
fenfe io which the defenders of Liberty and Equality have cocftantly ufed it. ^ 
InManchefter tJie conftant n»freprefentation of our principles on this fubjedt, 
induced the friends to Freedom to publifh and difperfe the foUcw'mg hand-bill^ 
&il printed I believe at Liverpool. 

"EQUALITY. 

*< The perverfe fenfe impofed on the word EQUALITY, by the folly or ^c 
fears pf fome of oar countrymen, is as dangerous as it is abfurd ; and they 
may probably fee the day, when they may repent of havii^ infufed into the 
jDtnds of the people a notion, that the £<^uality to be contended for is an 
Equality of vjealtb and pcjj'cjfimi. If by continually repeating this idea, the 
umnfcrmedy or as they are now arrogantly ftyled, the SWINISH MULTI- 
TUDE, fhould take it into their heads, that they are juftified in iftfordng- 
fuch a fyftem, the confequences will reft on thofe, who. by a perverfion of 
terms, have wickedly or foolifhiy propagated fo dangerous a doftrisie. The 
equality infifted on by the firiends of Reform is AN EQUALITY OF 
RIGHTS, or, in other words, that every perfon may be efually inthled to 
the protection and benefits of fociety ; may equally have a voice in the elec-. 
tion of thofe perfons who make the laws by which he is affected in his liberty. 
Us life, or his property ; and may have a fair opportunity of exerting to ad*- 
Tantage any talents he may poflefs. The rule is not '< Let all mankind be 
ftrfttually e^al''^ — God and nature have forbidden it. But *^ Let allmanUnd 
fiart fair in the Race of ffej** The inequality deuved from labour and fuc- 

ceCsfttl 
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t 

*^ The following remark made in a very modern publw 
«' cadon on the " Happinefs and Rights of Man," is levelled 

*f with 



cefsflil enterprizey the refult of fuperior induftry and goo4 fortune, is 
inequaCtty ej^ntlal to the 'very ex^ience of Society ; and it naturally follows, that 
the propcrtjr fa acquired, fhould ^lUfrom a fathir to his children. To render 
property infecure would deftroy all motives to exertioD, and tear up public 
happinefs by the roots. Such are the truths acknowledged and avowed by 
the Reformers of the prefent day, and Where, but in the wild workio^s of a 
difordered imagination, do their enemies find the dangerous dodrines with 
•which they daily alarm the public ? Are they acknowledged by the govtm- 
ment of America ? Are they to be difcovered in the code oi the French na- 
tion? Have Chey been avowed by ANY CONSTITUTIONAL SOCIETF 
In this kingdom ? Or, Are there any traces of fuch dodrines in the WORKS 
OF ANY MODERN REFORMER ?— Again, Are the Reformers of the 
prefent day lefs intef efted than their abufers in the profperity of their country ? 
Are Mr. CREY and his numerous coadjutors men without property? 
ItCt the oppofers of Reform come forward and anfwer thefe queftions— Or let 
us he?r no more of LEVELLERS and LEVELLING SYSTEMS j nor let 
an odium be thrown on GREAT AND UNCHANGEABLE TRUTHS 
from the nmlful ^er'verfton of a fTORD^^* 

I 
I 

The Reformation Society alfo repeatedly publifhed the following refola«> 
^utions : 

« REFORMATION SOCIETY- 

*' The Manchefter Reformation Society, finding that the meaning of the 
word Equality has been much mifreprefented by their enemies, (who have 
afferted that the people wanted an equal Partition of Property) and this So- 
cietj^ being chiefly cpmpofed of manufafturers, mechanics and labourers, 
"who have been principally accufed of wifhing to divide the property of their 
neighbours amongft them, think it their duty, as men, to ftep forward, and 
flatly to deny this falfe accufation; they do theretbre unanimoully dc* 
<lare, 

<* I. That whxt they want is Equality of Rights, and not of Property. 



*' II. That by the word Equality, they underftand, that a man (let him he 
ever fo poor, provided he is a good citizen,) has as juft a claim to aq e^Ujd 
Partition of Rights, Liberties and Privileges, as the richefl. 

** in. That the idea of Equally dividing Property is abfurd and ridiculous, 

for was property equal one hour; it wiuld be impoilible to prevent its being 

Unequal chenexL 

*. « IV. Th^ 
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«' witK fo much truth and juftice againft that affeSation and 
" *oiUainj which characterize fome defperate promoters of 
*' revolatiions, as to deferve the approbation of all who are 
** not yet completely blinded by their mifchievous anarchi- 
«« cal dodrines. As for thofe who, with premeditation, 
* preach up the equalizing principles, without believing 
*' them to be juft, and merely to anfwer their own private 
*' purpofes, they can only be ranked with that dafs of men, 
«* whofe crimes call loudly for a Gibbet,^* 

The minds of the people were thus inceflantly irritated, 
and the poorer clafs gradually prepared for the fcenes that 
were to follow. In this fame week (on Dec. 7th) a meeting 
was held in Salford, (the town immodiately adjoining to 
and conneded with Manchefter) to addrefs his Majefty upon 
the laft proclamation : at this meeting the fane Harrop * 



*< IV. That every Gownunent ^ich gives Rights and Privileges to vicious 
people, becaufe they are opulent, and lets poor deferving merk ftarve and fink 
Into oblivion, is not adapted to preferve the happtnefs and welfaie of die 
people. A Govemooent fo conftruAed is confequently bad, and ought to be 
refo med. 

«' V. That as all nsen come into the world alike, and go out aSike ; the fan 
arifes upon all, and the rain fdls equally on all ; we wiih to fee the fiavc 
fife to the dignified charader of man, and let the moft haughty tyrant bm9 
that he is but a man. 



** VI. That we ihduldnot have thought it neceflery to declare our fentimenti 
•n this occafion to the public, had not our enemies (thofe contemptible 
Apoftates, who formerly pretended to be the friends of Liberty and Equality* 
"but whofe tongues have been tyed by a long lift of places and penfions) mif* 
Interpreted our meanings, and thereby attempted to make us appear, in the 
eyes of the world, as mea who ought not to be trnfted. 

<< Signed, by order of die Society, 

** SAMUEL TENNANT, Secretary," 

* I do not know whether Jofeph Harrop, the father, or James Harropn 
his foni is the propiietor of the Manchefter Mercury ; but the fa£t is, that 
it belongs to one or both of them ; one of them is, likewife, a diftributor 
of ilarops under Government, and was lately appointed to the lucrative 
ofiice of Poftxnafter of the town of Manchefter. 
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who owned and condu£led the paper, iu which were inferted 
the preceding paragraphs, prefided ; when the following re- 
folutions were paded, in which the fame calumnious accufa- 
tion was kept up : * 






CourtHoufe,SalfordjDece?nher'j, 1792. 

*' At the moft numerous meeting ever remembered on any 
former occafion, of the inhabitants of this town, convened 
by public advertifement, the following refolutions were 
unanimoufly agreed to : 

« JOSEPH HARROP, Boroughreeve, Chairman. 

«* That fenfible of the many bleffings we enjoy, under the 
mild and aufpicious reign of our moft gracious Sovereign, 
and wifhing to hand down our glorious Conftitution, un. 
impaired, to the lateft pofterity, as good and loyal fubjeds, 
we cannot behold, without the utmoft horror and deteftation, 
the attempts of a fet of daring and feditious men; who, 
under the fpecious pretence of reformation, wifh to introduce 
a« fyftem of anarchy and confufion, fimilar to that experienced 
in a neighbouring nation, and tending to deftroy every 
religious and civil eftablifhment in this country. 

** That it is the duty of all good fubjefts, to promote and 
maintain, both by their example and influence, the efficacy of 
the laws, and the interefts of public peace and tranquillity. 

*• That it highly becomes the friends of our happy Conftitu- 
fion, at all times, but more efpecially at the prefent crifis, to 
employ their beft efforts to fupprefs all feditious meetings, 
and to difcountenance and prevent the propagation of all 
feditious and treafonable publications ; and be ready to cth' 
operate with Government, in adopting fuch meafures, as may 
be thought expedient for the fecurity of the ftate, and the 
prefervation of peace and good order. 

'< That an aflbciation be immediately formed, by the prefent 
meeting, the more efieftually to promote the important ends 

H above- 



I 

c so y 

above-mentioned : and that the concurrence of all the loyal 
and well-difpofed inhabitants of this townibip> be earneftty 
requeued. 

" That a Committee be immediately appointed, to carry 
the refolutions of this meeting into effeft; who will be ready 
to confer and correfpond with (uch aflbciations as may be 
eUablifhed for fimilar purpofes, which haye.no other obje£l im 
Yiew but the PUBLIC GOOD. 

" JOSEPH HARROP, Boroughrcevc.' 



t» 



Not contented with this meeting at Salford, another ^a^ 
now called, for the fame purpofe, at the Bull's Head Inn, in 
Manchefter, for the i jth of the fame month. Previous there- 
to, a Member of the Manchefter Conflitutioi^ Society penned, 
and, with the concurrence of feme of his friends, printed 
an Addrefs containing the following, amongft other obferva- 

tions : * 

*' W A R I 

" Such appears to be the determination of the Britifh Court, 
by their voluntary, unrequefted interference in Dutch poli- 
tics ; by the pro/clamation offering bounties to Seamen, and 
by the fudden equipment of fhips of the line. With fach 
koftile preparations, the internal tranquillity of the county, 
can have no connedion, 

*' On Tuefdajr next, the i ith of December, a meeting is to 
be holden of the inhabitants of this town, for the purpofe of 
preparing a dutiful and loyal addrefs to his Majefty, on ^s 
late proclamation. Three proclamations have been iiTued ; 
the one to prohibit political difcuflion, another to embody a 
few of the militia, and a third offering Bounties to Seamen. 



* This is the fubftance of the paper alluded to in the Second Report 
frofn the Cdmmhtee of Secrecy of the Hoafe of Commons, in the pioteeilings 
of the Society for Conftitutional Infomiation in liOndon. See Appendix C. of 
that report, 14th and 2zft of December. 



n 



By 



( 5' ) . 

<« By fueh addrelTes; Government evidently m^ans to feel th* 
pulfe of the people ; and if it can procure thefe loyal and 
dutiful approbations of our prefent happy Conftitution of per- 
jured eledorsj and peniioned reprefentadves— of jfv^ millions 
of tythes, and t^venty millions of taxes—- it may fafely con- 
clude, that no abfurdity can be too grofs for the people to 
fwallow, and no burthens too heavy for them to beav^ 

'* Inhabitants of Manchefter ! paufe a while on behalf of your 
own interefb> and cohfider'what clafs of ye can be benefited 
by WAR. 

** Will funded property become more valuable ? Will landed 
pvtperty be increafed by it ? Will it duniniih the excife, or 
the land tax> or the houfe tax, or the window tax, or the 
commutation tax» or any of the long, long catalogue of taxes^ 
which lie fb heavy upon this devofed country ? 

<' Will the home trade be encreafed by War ? By war, which 
will add to thefe numerous taxes-— which will enhance the 
price of all the necef&ries of life—- and which will lefien the 
confumption of manufactures of every kind. 

«' Will the exporter benefit by war, which will encreafe the 
ri& of exportation— ^the price of ininrahce— and the prime coft 
of jteoft every material ? By war, which will delay the exe- 
cution of fbragn\)rders, by depriving our merchants of their 
feamen— -and put in jeopardy the moft material part of our 
trade? 

<* Have we forgotten our ftreets filled with untenanted houfes^ 
during the greateft part of the American war ? What a war 
occafioned then, a war may again occafion ; and again the 
profperity of the country may be put upon the caft of a die. 

^ A war with France, (which feems at prefent meditated,) 
will deprive us of the JPrench, the Dutch^ the Auftrian and 

t • .. Hz the 
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the German makttt : for^ all tbefe fiatkAls will be tn^gd 
in it. Our Bail and oitr Weil India. poiTeffions will agaht be 
in da'nger> for iboner or later tfaey niltft be involnvd m the 
conteil. And as the French aflifted the Aiherica^s to-pbtain 
ilmr freedom, the latter may tHnk it right to return *the 
compliment. And thus may the ignorance and bigotry o€ 
Church and King PeUtics^defnrt lis at a ftroke of every -market 
for our manufafiures which the world affords. 

** Sui^pofe for a momeirt that the rich and opident nana-* 
fadurer can fupport this<— What will the Jittle maikAr, the 
country dealer, fay to fuch a criiis of affairs ? who has no 
credit to give ; whofe profits maintain his firmily but 'from 
hand to mouth ; and who with (fifficnlty procures the necel&kty 
fiipply of caih for his weavers at home. 

" And, What will the Weavw &y to this? who akwdy 
finds his wages fallen, his reeds called in, and employment 
fcarce. Should a war be the confeqnence of thefe time ferving 
addreffes, where is employment to be ^Miad ? and how are the 
femities of the poor to be maintained ? If a decent fabfiftence 
cannot even now be obtained but with unwearied labour and 
painful exertion, what is to be done when employment ceafes, 
when wages are funk, and prov^ons rUe ?^«4jOok to it^ye 
loyal addreifers, ye hood-winked politicians— —^for fiioald 
your courtly effufions be the talking hor^; 'fin* bytendisd 
boftilities, to you, sand to you alone, the ftarring people w^ 
]izve a right to lo<^ for fubiiftetice. 

^' Ye numerous fpeciilators in building land, in Manchefler, 
«nd its vicinity, are ye advoCBtta for War ? how much per 
yard will it add to the value of* your property ? how much 
will it diminiJ(h the price of building ? what additions will it 
n>ake to the number of fub-purchafers ? or how. will the 
covenants you, or they may have engaged in, be more ad- 
vantageoufly fulfilled, wnder -tl* piefltire of fliis national 
calamity? 

I «' What 
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** What will tke mduftrious tribe of brickfellers and timber 
me^hants— K)f bikiuaaker« a^d bricklayers, aqd caxpentexs ' 
and joiners, and fmitl^y and jili|mbers> and workmen employe^ 
in bailding^of all ^nominations, fay to this fatal meafure^ 
To the proje&ed multitude of new bnildii^s, they have rea- 
fonably lo^oked for content employment and comfonabk 
fubiiftence. .Should war b^ the confe^uence of your loyaltj^ 
l^hat will they do i — Or where are they to go ? 

** The POOR have feldom time to attend to thefe public 
meetings ^ they^ are feldom permitted to come to them, the|r 
feldom uttderftaad the pui^rt of them, or forefee the efFe$ 
of them upon their own intereft. As therefore they are noc 
lik^y to at^nd fg^ themfelves, it will become your duty to 
think at leaft for a moment, what is to become of them* 

.** Ye know^ or ye oi^ght to know, that juftice is never to b^ 
obtained without expence, and that the pt)or cannot afford 
it. Ye kiiQW, or. ye ought to know, that various laws, like 
the game laws, and the combination laws, are exprefsl/' 
made againft the Poor-*that they are liable to be torn from 
their families by. the violence of the prefs-gang, while the 
rich and the luxurious repofe in peace upon their beds 
of down. 

''.Hjeadlongpronvotersof felf-deftrudion, look round Upo* 
the. habitations of. mi&ry> and paufe for a ftw moments oa 
$bc confequence of joiir proceedingSj to the wretched po£- 
ieflbrs ofth^m! 

'' Ye weil Imow, (ok* ye ought tolcoow) that the prefent po- 
litics of every court in Europe, lean to Warfwith the French t 
-—Ye are apprifed of the hoilile preparations making in this 
kingdom, and can ye be blind to the purpofe of theni ? 
Again, xonfider, if a war fifmU happen, what will becom^ oF 
the poor, or vhofe prpperty will .be fafe ? 

♦• Yoa 
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«< Yoatrenowforevrarned-*tlieconfeq|iiences are with your- 
felves, and the blood iipon your own headn. 'The Friends oF 
the People hear'v^ith pity, and bedr.widi patience Ae hourly 
calumnies to which they are expbfed; Thty entertain, How- 
even no perlbnal enmities, no averfion but to the enemlbs of 
the people, and no dShifped of the Cbifftiiiit^'n, but inhere 
it has become hoftile to the rights of the people. 

^ 'Would ye do good By your meeting, addrefs his Majefty 
that he wx>uld be gracioufly pleafed to^removiS from his 
Councils an Minifters hofHle to the peace 6f the' coufttry^ and 
takd fuch meafures as are moft efFe^ual to, prevent the dan- 
gers of impending War.* 7 • > 

•' Decemhr lo, 1 792. " S V D N E ¥.*» 

1 

The writer of the above was Th^ma$ Cooper, to 
whofe character I feel myfelf unable to do juitice. (, for 
many ^years, enjoyed his friendlhip. He was truly a man, 
whofe time and whofe labours were ever at the command of 
the injured and the unfortunate ; whofe talents and whofe 
learning, which were very confiderable, were uniformly de« 
voted to the great interefls of mankind. 

The forewamings of my friend had, however, no ttk&. 
The meeting which Was called for the ttth, was held about 
twelve o'clock of th^ fame day. Soon after it broke up, 
I was informed that there prevailed a refort tf a ri§t fbut 
nvas i9 take placi in tht evening, but looking Upon it as an 
idle report, I paid no attention to it. Soon after dark I was 
informed, that the people were encouraged and irritated, by 
various perfons, to raife violent outcries againft the Jptc^ins 
and Prelbyterians. Thefe, I fhould obferve, are convertible 



* It is ffiodi to b« lamented, that this mafterly Addrefs was not equa]l|r 
fbttmiate vnth the Mancheftcr RESOLUTIONS on the intended War with 
Rttffia, in April 1791, fo i|8 to have aififted In prevoUiiig Ch9 calamitiea 
ififepsrablc from our preii^At ffleafures. 

terms 
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terms ^tmongft th^ TiHritJi of LancadDuie* and feveral otBer 
coanties. of Riiglandf. they call Oiflimtera of all doAonuoia.- 
tiona Prefl^eii^iui. This went on for aboDt two hours^ when 
the people; yiw» hf : Iw^or and other niew» fnfficiently h^r 
flamed for any mii^bhieyoas nnderti^^g^. Syery tlong now 
feemed to wear. the appearance of« a preconcerted fcheme* 
The fame contrivances were ufed as at a contefted ele£Uon. 
Parties were coUcAed in different public hpufes* an4 fvpm 
thence.paraded the ftreets with a fidl^ before them* and car- 
rying a board«on .which was pabted CHURCH «W KING, ua 
large letters,. In the Market*place, at Manchefier* refided th^ 
Printers of the two Newfpapers before mentioned ; the one a 
Minifterial fstf^Xf called the Manchefter Mercury, printed by 
Harrop, the other one of a different deferipdon, the Man- 
chefter Hendd, printed by Falkner and Birch, now driven 
to America. * Thefe were each of them Bookfdlers and 
Stationers fhops, where people reforted for news in much the 
fame manner as is the cuftom in London. In the former fhop^ 
and in the Aewfpaper there publi(hed« the friends of freedom 
were the fubjed of conftant abufe, under the ufual appeU 
Ikdons of Jacobins, Levellers, &c. while in the latter lhop« and 
in the Manchefter Herald, more liberal fentiments prevailed. 

About feven o'clock in the evening, the mob coJUiedled before 
the laft mentioned Bookfellers, and attaoked the fhop and 
houfe with ftones and brick bats, till the windows were 
almoft entirely deftroyed and beat in at the front of the 
building* 



tm 



* The fale of thli ptpcr became io extesfire, and the infbnnatxon it 
centained fo important, that, in the then temjer of the timet, it vms not 
niceXy to faft loiv wmotked. Previoa$ to the departure of thefe worthy^ 
but unfortunate men, to Americai there were five ex officio informationi and 

I 

flat indiftments againft each of them, at the fuit pf the Crown. As the 
pitrfe of the Treafury is more than a match for that of an individaal, whole 
ifdies oonfift in his labour, and vfho, from the intolerable ezpence, would be 
hn nftU ia the conteftf they preicnsd a voluntary exile to hnprifonment. 
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Dtg^iftg this time matiy pevfon) of refpeOable fitoatioAs iit 
Manchefter, txpvtSai their difiike of thefe proceedings, and 
cndesvoured to intsrrft thofe» whole daty it was to foppre^ 
them. iBut thi3^« To hr from having its proper efe£t^ prodttced 
oedung bat encoaiagement to the mob. One of the peribns 
applied to was a Deputy Conftsd)le* of the name of Unite ( then 
inUarrop's ihop) who anfwered, **' They are loyal fabje^ls, let 
them alone ; it is good fio frighten thefe people f* or words 
to that effed. Afterwards he went to the mob, and clapping- 
feme of them cm the back, he* fiiid, <^ Good lads^ good t^d» ;*" 
and perceiving fome beadlct prefent attempting to do their 
duty, he faid to them, ** Come away^ damn the hotife, don't 
coihe near it.*' A Gentleman remarked, in the hearkig of a 
Reverend Magiftrate, not then in the execution <^f hit daty^ . 
«• What fcandalous work thi* is !" «« Not at all. Sir," replied 
the other ; *^ and if i was called upon, I would not a^ againft 
them." One of the fpecial Conftables was heard to fay, in 
ahother part of the town, *' 1*11 give you a guinea for every - 
cme of the Jacobins houfes you pull down I*' ' 

Meffrs* Falkner and Birch expedling their houfe would be • 
pulled down, fent one of their friends, Mr. Allen Jackfbn, 
to the fenior Conftable, defiring his protedion. His anfwer 
was, « Unite has orders how to a£l:"— The ConfUble 
explained this by faying, that he had defired Unite to* get 
together as many perfons as he could to oppofe any riot, 
ihould there be one, and that he could do no more.—* 
Mr. Jackfon, however, diflktisfied with this anfwer, was going 
away ; but feveral perfons came out of the parlour, who, after 
they had learnt Mr. Jackfoh*s butinefs, treated him with" 
•, infult. One of them cried, " Kick him out of doors;'* 

another, " They hflv^ brought matters to this, let them 
I, take the confequence.** Mr. Jackfon, finding no profpe£l of 

, jttftice amongft thefe Gentlemen, returned to Meffrs. Falkner*s 

t and Birch's, and informed them of what had paffed.. 



* A Conftable who b principally employed by the BofMigh^rQfvp a^ ^^ 
two chief Conftables. 
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This, however> was not the only application to the pro- 
per pfeace officers, as will appear by the declaration here- 
After given, which together with the two following letters 
will give a better account of the proceedings of the mob at 
Mr. Falkner*s, and till they came to my houre> than I can. 
They were fent voluntarily by the writers. 

Kir. Falkn£r, Manchefiery Dec* 13, iTpz, 

Sir, 

** Though I differ from you in political and religious fenti<* 
ments, I wiih always to be found an advocate for truth and 
juftice. I (hall, therefore, ftate to you ^and to the public, if 
you fhoTild think proper to publiih it,) what I know and 
what I am ready to atteft upon oath if required, concerning 
the riot that happened at your door on Tuefday night laft* 
Being down in the Market-place, a little after' dark, I ob- 
ferved a number of men of the loweil order, crying out moil 
violently,** Church and King,-— Damn Tom Paine," &c. and 
every now and then " Huzza ! huzza !" but they were then 
fo weak even in numbers, that little was to be apprehended 
from them* fo 1 left them and went into an adjoining pub- 
lic houfe. 

" While I was there I haard the noife ftill increafe, and faid 
to fome gentlemen prefent, I am afraid mifchief will be 
done this night. 

*' A gentleman (a (launch friend to the king and confUtution 
as any man in Manchefter,) went immediately to Mr. Harrop's, 
and in his (hop he found the Deputy-conftable, Unite, to 
whom he faid. Why don't you go and quell yon mob at 
Falkner's door ? Depend upon it, there will be fome miichlef 
done, and though I am no friend either to him or his prin- 
ciples, yet I would not have his property hurt. The depu- 
ty's anfwer was. Oh I let them alone, they arc loyal fub- 
jedls, let them frighten him a bit ! ! When he came into 
the houfe and told us wh^t had pafled^ addillg that the mob 

I was 
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was then breaking Falkner's windows, I went out amongil 
the people, and told fome of them on the oatfide (for I did 
not go into the middle of them) that I would take the iirft 
man idto cuftody that I faw throw a ftone at the windows, 
be he who he would (for I heard the crafh of the glafs, but 
faw no one individual throwing.) I went round to the other 
iide of the mob and flood againfl your (hop window to make 
obfervations, and whilll I ftood there the two beadles of the 
town camfe up to me ; I faid to them. What are you about 
that you don't do your duty ? — ^Their anfwer was— we don't 
know what we have to do. Seeing two men knocking vio- 
lently ,at your door with one hand, and with the other wav- 
ing their hats and ftiouting, I obferved the deputy conlla- 
ble (Unite) go up to them, and tapping them on the (houlder, 
I heard him diftinftly fay — Good lads, good lads ! and turning 
' to a tall gentleman prefent, he faid (fmiling) I can keep 
them quiet by giving them good words ! then turning to- 
wards me I fpoke to him, but he gave me no anfwer ; but 
feeing the beadles ftanding befide me near the window, he 
faid to them with an angry tone, loud enough to be heard' 
by me as well as the mob— come away from the houfe! 
d— n his houfe don't come near it! After they were gone, 
reflefting on the perilous fituation in which I flood, and fee- 
ing no perfon difpofed to fecond me in an attempt to reduce 
them to peace and good order, I left the place and went 
home, determined to give you and the public an impartial 
account of what I had feen and heard. Let them take the 
fhame to whom it belongs. I am not afraid nor aihamed 
to fubfcribe myfelf, ko.. &c." 



" Sir., 

" Being drawn by my bufinefs to Manchefler laflTucfday,! 
had for the firfl time an opportunity of feeing (in great part) 
the rife, and too much of the brutal progrefs of an ignorant, 
mob. My previous knowledge of mobs beipg entirely coa- 
jedural, I had always conceived tliem to be compofed of 
men unprincipled, unlettered, and deftitute of property: 

but 
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but experience makes men wife. The firft of thefe qualities 
will unequiyqcally apply, but the two latter (though true in ^ 
part) will by no means admit of an univerfal application. I 
had demonflrative evidence that a mob confifts of two parts« 
viz. the managers and the adtors ; or it may be compared to 
a puppet-ihow» which expofes to view and urges to action 
the fenfelefs images, while the crafty agents lurk behind the 
fcene ! I had previoufly thought, likewife, that plunder was 
generally the fole objedl for which mobs acci^mulated and 
operated. But I now know with certainty that blind party 
zeal and perfonal hatred may be extremely influential in a 
riot ! 

<' The unthinking and imprudent part of the populace hav* 
ing got plenty of liquor, which qualified them to execute the 
meditated mifchief of their malicious prompters, they foon 
aflembled in the ftreet before Mr. Falkner's ihop; their- 
number increaied, as alfo that of the fpedators; evening 
came on, and no material oppoiition being offered by the 
civil officers, they evidently conflrued this into a ucit invi- 
tation to the commiflion of unreilrained depredations. I / 
followed them feveral hours, and was aflonifhed to fee them . 
go on in their mad career , from hour to hour uninterrupted, 
when I iincerely believe, half a dozen refolute men were 
fttfficient to have difperfed them ; and I am of opinion, that 
the rioters would have difperfed th'emfelves a long time be* 
fore they did, had they not been repeatedly reanimated by 
perfons of readable appearance, who went among them 
whenever they feemed to droop, and applauded and cheered 
them, fometimes with whifpers, fometimes with « Church 
and King for evierj lads, down with the Rump/' &c. &c. 

" I was an^eye and car witneft to thefe things. — ^Themob 
conined their attention principally to the deflrudlion of 
Mr. Walker's and Mr. Falkner's houfes ; I was in St. Mary's 
church-yard when the rioters came to Mr. Walker's the 
fourth time : they had broken many windows before^ and now 

l Z began 
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began to break the, windows again, and attempt to foTci 
open the door with uncommon fury. Mr. Walker informed 
them he would fire upon them if they did not defift ; they 
treated his admonition with the utmoil contempt ; he thext 

< fired over their heads: upon which a few from the &irts of 
the mob difperfed ; but the bulk of them after a very fhort 
psiufe, finding ^hey were not fired at, nor injured, mifcon- 
Rrued Mr. Walker's lenity, and fell upon the houfe with in- 
creafed fury, when Mr. Walker, or they who were in the 
houfe with him fired again. The mob then retreated to fome 
difiance, and np mifchief was done afterwards. — A neighbour- 
ing magiftrate, Mr. Bentley, came foon after the firing and 
harangued the rioters upon the impropriety of treating a 
fellow citizen in fuch an illegal manner, who, he (aid, had 
been fo great a friend to the town and trade of Manchefter. 
His voice was foon llifled with *' Down with the Rumj),'^ 
&c. &c.— I then followed the rioters to Mr. Falkner's where 
I fkw a continuation of their former madnefs and brutality. 
Some peaceable citizens exclaimed againft the iihpropriety 
and illegality of fuch proceedings, and often thereby endan- 
gered their own lives. I chanced to fay, that fuch behaviour 
was very unfair ; when one of them faid Mr. Falkner^s houfe 
ought to b^ pulled down to the ground, and damned them 
who did not tJiink fo too, and told me further, that he would 
knock me down that moment if he knew me to be of the 

, fiune way of thinking with Mr. Falkner ! — ^The mob dif- 
perfed between one and two, as near as I can judge, on 
Wednefday morning, and if I may be allowed to give my 

' jtidgemait on the circumftances, it might with little trouble 
have been difperfed at fix o'clock the preceding evcn- 
ihg.M' 



^^DECLARATION of. 



'f Says^ he recol}e»£ts, tl^/^i^ots at the lun^fe&of Falkner.an4 
Bi^^hf %&d 9f Mx^ Walker upon th^ Xrith of Qecemjber, 17 gz* 
Says, tl^t' being iiitiiji^itely a<^uainte4 witk Mr. Birch, he 

went 
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went on the evening of the firft riot with an intent ta 
afliil Falkner and Birch in defending their (hop : Says, he 
faw the ReverenJ Mr. Juftice Griffith among the locAf, a 
quiet fpeftator of the riot : Says, he raix to fetch Mr. Bircli 
that they might apply to Griifith to read the riot adl : Says^ 
on th?ir return they could not find Griffith : Says, they went 
to Griffiths' houfe for the like purpofe an,d were told that 
Griffith was not within : Says, that he and Birch then wemfc 
to Mr. Bentleys* (a magiftrate in Newton-lane) about a mije 
from Manchefter to defire he would come and read the not 
A€t : Says, Mr. Bentley at firfl obje^ed on account of die 
number of magiflrates who were in Manchefter, and faid he 
was going to bed ; but he foon afterwards confented to come 
with t^em : Says, Mr. Bentley, Mr. BircK, and this exami* 
nant .went to the houfe of Mr* Nath. Milne, the clerk of 
Mr. Bentley, and to feveral other magiftrates, the clerk to 
the pplice of the town of Manchefter and a coroner for the 
county: Says;^ Mr. Milne told this examinant and Birch^ 
that it was a fcandalous, fhameful, abominable bufinefs, to 
call out a magiftrate on fuck a trifling piece of bufinefs* as 
the breaking a few windows : That he and a party of con-* 
tables had jufl been at Falkner 's and Birch's ihop, and aft was 
very quiet : That there were only a few windows broken by 
a few chance flones : Says, on his telling Milne, that the Bir- 
mingham riots began in the fame manner, Milne faid, '' they 
(the conftables) could keep the town quiet without a magif- 
firate :" Says, he told Milne that one of the conllables, had 
beea called upon in the afternoon feveral times to inform hhn, 
that there was likely to be a riot^ and when Mr. Allen 
Jackfon. had called upon the Confkble in the evening to ftrp- 
prefs the riots, he was threatened by fome of the company 
there to be kicked out oC doors *: Says, Mr. Milne, faid, 
he wondered hpw this examinant dared to fpeak ill of an 
officer of the town, apd upon this examinant faying, he 
thought he had a right to (peak the truth, Milne faid' — 
"Get out of my houfe."— Says he went out of Milne's houfe, 
and Birch fogn followed Urn, leaving Mr. Bentley at Mr. 

Milne's. 
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Milne's. Says, this cxaminant, and Birch, went to Falkner 
and Birch's fhop, and found the mob p^ting the windows 
with ftones as hard as they could : Says, he called at Mr. 
Walker's houfe and found a number of perfons aHembled 
with a few firelocks to defend the houfe againft the mob : 
Says he (laid only a few minutes : Says, about eleven o'clock 
at night he went home : the mob was not then difperfed ; but 
there were he thought a fufRcient number of perfons to defend 
Falkner and Birch's fhop : Says, the evening following he 
went to Mr. Walker's houfe, another riot being appre- 
hended : Says, one of the chief conflables was there and faid 
if Mr. Walker would promife not to ufe fire arms, he would 
proteft Mr. Walker's and Mr. Falkner's houfes and property : 
Says, that he, this examinant, immediately advifed Mr. Walker 
not to trufl to the conHables, for they had not given their af- 
Mance when applied to on the preceding evening : the 
Conflable faid, he had fome company, and intimated that 
they had drank a little. Mr. Walkerdefired this examinant 
to fay no more. Walker faid, '' the Conftable was convinced 
©f his error— he is forry for it, we can depend upon him 
to-night." — Says, in his opinion, the civil power prevented 
a riot on this evening the 12th of December, 1792." 



During this time (about feven o'clock) a party of the 
mob came to my houfe, and having broken fome win- 
dows, they went away. Expefting their return, which after- 
wards happened, and having been informed of the treat- 
ment that Mr. Allen Jackfon had met with, I determined to 
defend myfelf. A gentleman from the country had dined 
with me ; the Conftitutional Society, on whofe account all 
this mifchief feems to have been prepared, had met at my 
houfe that evening, and fortunately, for the /rfi time, fcve- 
ral members of the Patriotic and Reformation focieties were 
likewife there. Forefeeing the danger I was expofed to, thefe 
gentlemen very kindly agreed to affiH mc in defending my 

houfe 
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houie and warehoufes, in which my brother and I had manu- ^ 
fadured goods and unwfought materials to a very large 
amount. I then fet about preparing my arms^ and I was 
foon free from any apprehenfion of what might follow^ even 
though I fhould be left unproteded by the civil power. 

However little I might expedit from its affiftance, I was 
determined to give notice that I wifhed for the interference 
of its authority ; and, therefore, prevailed on Mr. George 
Wakefield to go to the fenior conftable, and to reprefent 
to him what was going forward. Mr. Wakefield took the 
market place in his way, the better to judge of the riot. 
When Mr. Wakefield got to the conftable's he met with the 
fame party, and, in fome degree, with the fame treatment as 
Mr. Allen Jackfon. Mr. Wakefield received the fame anfwer, 
namely, '* Unite had orders how to aft." One of the com- 
pany infilled there was no riot ; and another laid, upon Mr. 
Wakefield's reprefenting what had taken place at Falkner's, 
*' I wifh to God they would raze the houfe to the ground, 
although it is my own." Upon this, Mr. Wakefield return- 
ed to me, and from his information I was convinced, that to 
prevent the fcenes of Birmingham from being repeated in 
Manchefler, and to fave our houfes from being burnt and plun- 
dered, it was neceifary to look for fafety to ourfelves alone. 

The mob foon returned a fecond time to my houfe, broke, 
fbme more windows and retreated. The fame happened a 
third time ; when I attempted to cxpoftulate with them, but in 
vain. The clamour was too loud for me to be heard. Du- 
ring thefe attacks, which took up fome time, none of the town 
magiHrates came to my ailiftance, neither the Boroughreeve 
nor the two chief conftables, nor the fpecial conftables, con- 
iifting as I have ftated of near two hundred. We were left 
to ourfelves, juft in the fame manner as Doftor Prieftley, 
Mr. Ruflel, Mr. Humphries, &c. &c. were at Birmingham. 
A regiment of dragoons was in the town : they got booted 
and under arms^ both officers and men ; and, as I am informed, 
were ready to diiperfe the rioters, but no meafure was taken 

of' 
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of that' or any other kind; Abotit ten o'clock the mob re- 
tnraed to my hottfe tfa^ fburtli time. Their rancour was 
BOW moch increafed by additional encouragement and liquor 
(which was given to them at ieveral places in the town) 
and not being molefted in their proceedings by perfons in au- 
thority, it was natural for them to regard it as a tacit approba- 
tion of their conduft. Fearing left fome of iny friends might be 
too hafty , I locked up all the arms I had, giving the key of the 
toom they were placed in to a gentjeman, on whofe coolnefs I 
could depend. While the mob kept at a diftance and contented 
themfelves with dcftroying my windows, I was Under no ap- 
preheniion from their drunken fury. But, at laft, they (hewed' 
a refolution of entering the houfe, breakfng the inner 
fimtters of a room on the ground floor, and attempting re- 
peatedly to force the ftreet door. I tried a fecond time to 
pacify "them, but all was to no purpofe ; at laft, a ftone ftruck 
me on the head : I then fired into the air. Upon this they 
Retreated a Httle, but afterwards they returned to the attack. 
Several mufkets were then fired over their heads, upon which 
they all ran ^way : whether any perfons were hurt I have 
not been able to afcertain ; I hope, and believe, not, as the 
induftry of bur enemies would tiot have failed, in that cafe, to 

have made their names public. 

• • • . 

About eleven o'clock, when all was quiet at my houfe, one 

of the chief conftables, Mr. Jbfeph Hardmaii, with feveral 

fpecial conftables, appeared for the firft time ; fbme of the 

mob again returned. In company with Mr. Hardman was 

Mr. Bentley, the neighbouring magiftrate, already mentioned. 

I reproached thefe Geiitlmen with what I confidered as 

moft negligent conduct, at leaft, when our manuftdures and . 

warehoufes were in danger of being deftroyed, and the 

lives of ourfelves and families left to the mercy of s^ unruly 

mob, juft as the cafe \*^as at Birmingham. The gentlemen 

anfwered but little to this expoftulation, but were extremely 

anxious we ftiould fire no more. They faid, that if the mob 

Ihould teturft again (that was a f/ih tirtie) to my houfe, I 

fliould be protedted by the civil power. I aifored them, rfiat 

I fo 
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ib long a& that fiiould be the cafe, noting was iarthdr fi-oih 
"itiy thoughts than to hurt atoy onfe of the multitude, trhom t 
"could not help cottfidcriilg, as being the mere inftrumcntsr 
of men with much bafer minds, ind of much more fordid 
vie\)^s;a!thdttghin fuperior ftations off life* With this promife 
'on my part, the iftagiftrate and Mr. Jofeph Hardman went 
away ; and daring that night I was molefted no more. The 
next morning (December 12th) fbme hundreds of people af- 
fembled in St. Mary*8 church-yard before myhoufe. Amongft 
them Was a man haranguing, and reading the contents of a 
printed paper. What it was 1 did not hear, ndr, could I col- 
lect the purport of his fpeech; but I have fmce repeatedly been 
told, that he urged them ftrongly to pull down my houfe,* of 
to fet it on fire ; and that the paper was of a moit inflamma* 
fory nature^ 

Not having any dread of an EngUih itiob, when they are 

fober, as thefe people then ftemed to be, t went out to them, 

and cxpoftuiated on the proceedings of the laft night. When 

I ferft went oat, I was received with the cry Of " Jacobiii* 

damn the Jacobins, damn ToM Paine, down with the Rump," 

bat after a fhdrt addrefs to them on the imprbpriety of their 

condud on the preceding evening, and a declaration, tl^at I 

^fliould, under the fame circuniftattces, defend my hottfe in the 

fame maimer again, if it was agaiti alta^^ked,'! went away 

with little exclamatioh oh their ^art, and nb itioleilatidtl. 

'About two hours after thls> the two chief coriflables, with 

feveM of the inhabitants, came to my houfe, and repeated the 

"pfOpofal ftiade by the niagiftrate upon tfie preceding evening. 

' th the evening of this day, (Dec. 12th) i large party of 
"people collefted in the ftreets, and there was feme reafon to 
apprehend a repetition of the former outrages. Several of 
my friends, therefore, (laid with me. Thofe who came t9 
me upon fuch an dceAfu)n> were not likely t6 be touch attached 



• Compare thU with the conteriatiga in the note, p* 44. 
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to Higlr-Church principles. Daring the courfei^f the eveii<' 
ing, one of the moil refpedbbie chara&ers of the town of 
Mancheiler came to me, a$ from authority* and told me, that^ 
among the perfons in m/ houfe, were ibme very obnoxious to 
the populace ; and that, while they (laid with me, it was im^- 
poffible to anfwer for the fafety of my houfe and warehoufes ; 
but, if they were difmiffed, I might be afTured the peace- 
officers' would be able to prote£t me. The faggeftion of 
turning out of my houfe any of thofe friends, who, from per- 
fonal regard to mc, and at a perfonal rifque to themfelves, 
had come to aflift in my protedion, I did not comply 
with. 

As from the preparations I had made for felfldefence, the 
rioters were in much more danger, than myfelf, the evening 
(notwithftanding the multitudes of people who aiTembled 
with their afual cries of, '' Church and King," &c;) paiTed off 
without any attack upon my premifes ; and the civil power 
prevented the mob from approaching my houfe. But, they 
went into other quarters of the town> where the fame precau- 
tions, which I had taken, were not ufed ; and they deftroyed, 
without interruption, the windows and furniture of a houfe 
in Great Newton-flreet, (William Gorfc*s) where the Re- 
formation Society had been accudomed to aflemble. On 
the 1 2th and 13th appeared the two advertifements inferted 
in the note, • which, I cannot help thinkings furniih matter 
for doubt and refledion upon the contents, and the motives of 

them. 

*' Committee Room^ Buirs'Head, Dec. 12, 179a. 

• ** Whereas, at a mfieting of the inhabitants of the town and neighboorhood 
of Manchefter, affcmbled by public adverdfement yeflerdayf for the putpofe of 
pirefenting an addrefs to his Majefty, in confequence of his late gracious Pro* 
clamation, it was unanmcufy agreed^ that an Aflbdatlon (hould be formed for the 
^urpofe oi freferviitg Liberty ^ Order , and Property ^ when a Committee was ap- 
pointed $ which Committee, having aflembled at the BttU*8 Head this morn* 
iQg, declare that the firft obje£l of this aflbciation is to fupport the Laws, 
to pioceft the inh abi tants of this country firom every kind of violence— >todif- 

courage^ 
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them. Upon occaiion of thefe slots I thought fit to publift 
the following addrefs^ which produced the correfpondence 
fubfequentlj inferted*: 

*' To the Inhabitants c/'Manchestbr. 

'^ I have for a long time regarded the rarious calumnies fo 

induHriouily circulated againfl me by the enemies of Liberty 

with the contempt they deferved. As they never diflurbed 

' my 



couzagey by every means In their power> any attempt to break in upon the 
l^ood order of fociety : Such Committee, therefbre^ take the earlieft opportunity 
of deciarift£ the concern they feel, that any perfons fhould have been induced, 
by any motive whatever, to attempt to commit violence againfl the perfon or 
property of fomc of their townfmen, as they underftand was the cafe laft night, 
and they are determined to fnpport the Borougbreeve andConJiableSy in preventing 
any fuch attempts in future^ they, therefore, iifvite all their fellow townfinen 
to unite in pnmioting fo laudable a defign, and to exert themfelves in pre- 
venting every meeting of others, that is likely to produce riot and diforder. 

<< They think itneceiTary, alfo, to inform the pubHc, that any damage done to 
theproperty of others, muft be paid by the Hundred, to which every indivi- 
dual muft contrtbiite his fliare. The perfcms of individuals are xqj; all y pro- 
teAed by the Laws, and they thank Gop, that by the happy form of our 
Government, no man is, or can be, puniihed for any crime, unlefs he Is con- 
victed by a Jury of his countrymen." 

This advertifement was (igoed by the Boroughreeve and Conftables, and fe- 
veral of the principal inhabitants of the town. It is ilngular, ift, that they 
are refolved to prevent fuch attempts in future ; and fecondly, that on the 
very night when the aiTocIation for the prote^ion of Libxkty, Ordek, an» 
Property was formed, my houfe, Mr. Falkner**, and Mr. CoIUer*s, ihoull 
be moft riotoufly attacked } and, on the fubfequent night, when this advertile* 
ment was iffued, William Gorfc*s houfe was attacked, and his property 
deftroyed. 

<* MANCHESTER ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE, for ptefervlng the 
• Peace and good Order of the Town, affcmbled at the Bull's Head, Thtirf* 
day, Dec. 13, 1792. 

"RESOLVED, 

«< That the Aanks of this meeting be given to the gcmkmea of this (x>ws,'9flA 
fgrticttlarly the fpecial cooftabUs^ who gave their aififtanCe lift night ia pra^ 
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fay pe^ce of mind, I never thought it worth while to trouble 
my friends or the public with a refutation of them. But^ 
fmce the violent and unjuflifiable* attacks upon my perfon and 
niy property^ to which I have been expoied for fome days 
paft, it has become abfolutely necefTary to make fame appeal 
to the public on my own behalf. 

«' I purpofely omit (at leaft for the prefent) the many cir* * 
cumftanpes preceding the attempt upon my houfe on Tuefday 
evening laft^, except^ that I and all my friends^ (fo far as I 
know) for the fake of peace> purpofely abfented our&lves 
from the meeting held that day to addrefs upon the late 
Proclamations. But having fuilained the fury of the mob in 
three feveral attacks-shaving had the greatefl part of the 
windows in front of my houfe broken— <ind an infide fhutter 
on the ground floor forceU by a ftonc-«*having fpoken to the 
people, and difcharged a mufquetoon, in the air, to warn 
them againft perfevering in a fourth attack, which they had 
then commenced with increafed Yiolence—-4iaving, doring the 
whole of this long continued fcene of confi^on, heard no- 
thing from the Civil Power, but a verbal InelTage, (by means 
of a friend whom I fent) that diredions had been given to 
the Deputy Conftable— there remained no other poffible 
means of preventing the rioters from forcing themfelves into 
my dwelling, but to fire., This was done from a perfeft 



" '■' I I '■■ - J .. ' ! 



fervlsg the peace of the town ; to the inhabitsuits in general for tlielr peace-t 
able behaviour ; and to thofe few, who had coUeded ftom nx)tives of curiofityi 
for thejr readinefs todifperfe, upon being applied to for that purpofe. 

"AND THIS MEETING REQUEST, That every friend to the town 
ifM^l ihew hit defire to fuppoit the laws, and preferve good order, by brir^ng 
^KWd to the cooftablH 9a% prrfooj who fhaU endeavour tg eicite tumult. 

« NATHAN CROMPTON, Cfa^siaaa in Am Pty.'* 

The perfonsthos thanked for their peaceable behaviour furely are not the 
ImI^9 vvibQ w^nid bim jp4M my bmp 4Qwni ajid whp ^ dcftroy WUliaiq 

^ con« 
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^onvidion of the mc^ffkjf of thf meafi^re ; ^nd howeve^ harfli 
the remedy^ it proved effe^ual on the occafion.-*"Three ov 
four perfons, J have been told, were ilightly hurt^ but I can* 
not hear certainly whether it be fo or not. 

** This vr2isfa/i ten o'clock at night. Jftn this difcharge of 
£re arms> a Magiftvat* and fome of the Conilables came to 
tay houfe, and took m^ch pains to difperie the rioters ; and 
on their engaging to proted my perfon and property, I en^ 
gaged to fire no more, unlefs in confequence of their being 
unable to perform their promiie, and on the preflUie of the 
moft imminent neceffity. Tiiis promife I faithfully obferved^ 
Since Tuefday night, I and my family have been kept in 
conflant anxiety, and at my prefent writing (Thurfday 
evening) ibine danger is yet apprehended. Much, indeed, I 
fboold have undergone, but for the vigilance, fpirit, and 
warm attachment of my numerous friends both within my 
houfe and out of it, to whom I owe much more than it if 
poiiible for me. to exprefk* 

» • 

' " For myfelf, and for the caufe of the people, I thank God, 
that no charge of riot, or tumult, or difafFe6lion, or fedition, 
has ever yet been made with the ilightell plea of reafon, 
againft thofe, whom I have the honour to call my Friends— 
the Friends of the People: otherwife, I 4oubt not, moft 
eagerly would the pretext have been feized. 

*« Why, then, have I been infulted ? — Whom have I injured, 
or what offence have I committed ? What concealment has 
there been in any part of my public conduft ? If there be ;» 
charge againfl me, why have I been thus attacked I 

** If it be a crime to endeavour to enlighten the minds of 
the People lefpe&bg their juft rigi^ts, I have been guilty of 
this crime, and to the end of my days I ihall live in the 
commiilion of it, 

•' Is 
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« Is it a crime ta glory in the title of being the Friend of 
the Poor ? I am flfuilty of it, for I do, and fhall, ever glor^ 
in a title To refpe^ble. 

'« Is it a crime to wiih the more indigent members of fociety 
cafed from fome of the numerous taxes, which they pay in the 
pnrchafe of every ncceflary of life ? To wifh them better 
lodged, and better fed,, and better mftruBed? I ant guilty of 
thefe crimes. 

•* Is it a crime to wiih the Briti(h Conftitution reftored to it» 
original purity, and the whole Syftem of Reprefentation freed 
from Perjury and Corruption ?— Of this too I am guilty. 

* 

•' Of ^zty good wiih to mankind and to my coontry— -I am 

guilty. If the laws of the land have been violated by my 

conduct, let me be punifhed according to i»aw; but let 

not the chara&er of the Britifh Nation be ilained by the bafe 

and illiberal perfecution of one of its mofl fincere well^ 

wiftiers. 

*' THOMAS WALKER." 

** Mancbefter, lyh Dec, i/pz/* 



•* SHEFFIELD SOCIETY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL 

" INFOflMATION, &c. 

*' Committee Meeting, Jan. ii, 1 793. 

- ** Refolved unanimoufly, that the Letter of Condolenc«< 

tranfmitted from this Committee to Mr. Thomas Walker, of 

Mancheiler, on the occaiion of the late violent attack on his 

pcrfon • and property, and which received the approbation of 

all the different Diftrifts of this Society, at their laft fortnight 

meetings, together with his anfwer thereto, be inferted in the 

public ncwfpapcrsm 

5' DAVID MARTJN, Chairman.'* 

«« Committer 
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•* Committee Meeting, Dec, 19, 1 793. 

•* Impreffed with unfeigned forrow, and ^ftuated by the 
moft afFeftionate efleem and refpeft, this Committee think it 
their duty at this time to exprefs their fentiments of condo- 
lence to Mr. Thomas Walker, of Manchelkr, on an occafion 
when the Laws of their country — ^when Liberty and JufHce 
have been rudely violated, in the wanton and unprovoked 
attack made by a lawlefs banditti on his perfon and property, 
on Tuefday evening Ae i ith indant. 

*' It is not only for their patriotic brother, and friend 
(whofe only offence has been a fleady attachment to the 
caufe of freedom) that they feel the fenfations of forrow and 
regret : they feel atfo for their country— ^heir liberties-«-and 
they feel for their dark and deluded countrymen, whom they 
believe to be the tools of an arbitrary fadlion, intent on the 
deftrudtion of thofe who dare boldly and openly avow them- 
felves the firm advocates of Civil and Religious Liberty* 

" The Committee requeH Mr. Walker to accept this as a 
tribute' of their applaufe and approbation, fentiments which 
they are convinced prevail throughout the whole body of 
their fociety, of his, intriepid and manly perfeverance in 
defence of the glorious caufe of Freedom, and the infulted 
Rights of £ngliihmen, 

*« They alCo beg leave to affure Mr. Walker, that though 
they regret the difagreeable neceflity of his firing on the 
rioters, yet they peife£Uy approve and juftify his CQndudl on 
the do6trine of felf-defence. 

'*' By order of the Committee, 

*' MATTHEW DODWORTH, Chairman. 
« JAMES HORSFIELD, Secretary. 

*' To W. Thomas Walker, Manchefter." 



MR. 
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MR. WALKEll'9 AJJSWKL 

" Ffkrnit ttttd FeUa!ttt Citixtnt, 

«• I have received with the iftoft heart-felt fatisfaftidtt 
your aftedHonatft conddlexlce on the late outrageous and un- 
provoked attack upon my perfen and my property, by a de- 
luded, ignorant, and lawlefs banditti/%ifl:igated and encou- 
raged, I have great reafon to believe, by thofe who fliould 
have ktto>;^n bctteri No little pnlns have beeh taken to re- 
prefent the late outrages, as a confe^uence of the general 
difapprobation of the conduft and proceedings of the advo- 
cates for a Reform in the prefent inadequate ftate of the 
Reprefentation of the People ; but this, I im vfery confident, 
15 by no means the faft. The people, if not warm advotatea 
for Reform, are decided enemies to that levelling fyftent 
of anarchy and confufion, which was commented againil: 
Mr. Falkner and myfelf, and which, had it fucceeded, I am 
equally convinced, was intended to have been carried into 
executioh againft the Friends ibf Freedom generally. 

" To whatever lengths it might have been the intentios 
of the mob to have proceeded, the frieiids of Defpotiim have 
little caufe for exultation, if in fuch a caufe {%Ai poilible to 
exult, when they refle6t upon the paucity of their num- 
bers compared with the population of this town and neigh- 
bourhood. 

*' How ftriking is the contraft between the conduct of the 
Enemies of Freedom in Mancheller, and the Friends of Liberty 
in Sheffield 1 

'< Had I fired at a much earlier petiod than I did, I fhould 
have been perfeftly juftifiable ; but at the time I was com- 
pelled to have recourfe io that fevcre remedy, 1 applied it to 
intimidate the rioters, and not cither to maim or to kill ; 

S looking 
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looking upon the ihifguided multitude^ not as my enemies, 
but as wretched toots; in the hands of a more wretched and 
moil unprincipled fadion. 

«* Of this be affured, that unlefs the people ceafe to enter- 
uin a propejr fenfe of their own intereft, no trial to which it 
is poffible for a man to be expoied^ fhall ever make me relax 
my efforts to promote the profperity of my country, and the 
happinefs of the human race. 

«* In the firm perfuafion that truth will prevail, believe 
jnc, 

" Friends and Fellow Citizens, 

** Moft fmcerely and moft afffeaionately, 

' t « Yours, 

*' THOMAS WALKER." 



€< 



Mancheftify Dec, 25, 1792, 

*' To the Sheffield Conftitutional Society, &c. 



Cofy of a Litter addttffed to Mr. Walken fy the Boroughreevi 
and Conftables, through ihe Channel of the three Manchefter 
Ne^ivfpafert, » 

'* Mancfcefter, Jan. 25, 1793. 
♦' Mr. Thomas Walker, 

" Sir, 

« Your Letter of the 25th December, 1792, addreffed to the 
Sheffield Society for • Conftitutional Information, havtng ap- 
peared in all the Manchefter newfpapers of kft week. We, 
(as Bgrottghree<ve and Conftables of the ttrjun of Manchefter^ and 
folic it ous for the difcwery and punijhment of all inftigattfTs of riot, 
difarder, and faaion,} conceive ourfelves entitled tofome ex- 
planations on the following paflagcs ©f fuch letter. 



€t 



TI19 



( 74 ) 

'' The biwlefs banditti, as I have great reafon to believ^^ 
*' inftigated and encouraged by thofe who ihould have 
" known better." 

How, and by whom' wera they iniUgated and enooa- 
raged ? 

«< And if it had fucceeded, I am convinced it was intended 
" to have been carried into eftcecution againtt the friends of 
*' reform in general." 

•* This intMiiM, of which jou are couviaeed, is manifeftljr 
afcribed to thofe who ihould have known better* — The public 
have a right to know, and we afk, what is the exifting 
evidence of fach intention I 

** Looking upon the mifgilidcd multitude, not as my 
" enemies, but as wretched tools in the hands of a mor& 
*' wretched and moft unprincipled Fadion," &c. 

" Of whom does this Fadlion conftft ? Tor the honour of 
thofe who are not implicated in the indifcriminate charges of 
your Letter, and for the fake of public juftice, we trufl the 
preceding Queries will be fatisfa£torily anfwered. 

'' Signed 

" JAMES ACKERS, Borough-eevt. 

" JOHN LEAF, J 

" JOSEPH HARDMAN, 1 ^ 



Mr. WALKER'S ANSWER. 

« Mr* JAMES ACKERS, Bormghreeve. 
« Mr. JOHN leaf; 

AND 

" Mr. JOSEPH HARDMAN, 



Cwfiabbs* 



** Gentlemettt 

*« I fincerely hope that you did not perceive the very Im- 
proper tendency of your joijit lettcf to me ; and that the 

public 
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puUic is rather to think it inconfiderate, than defignmg.-* 
•' Solicitous fir the difiwevy and funifiment of all inftigaiorf of 
riot, diforder, and faHion ;'** yonr prefent exertion is only cal- 
culated to obftniA the injured, and to warn the gtlilty ; to 
baffle enquiry, and to interrupt the purfuit of that evidence^ 
which, I thank God, the negligence of malice, however 
cautious and cunning, will enable me to obtain.— -As men in ^ 
official iitttations, you ought to know, that it is neither 
cuHomary nor legal ; as gentlemen you ought to fee, that it 
is neither fair, nor honourable, to call upon a man to produce 
what evidence he polTeires againfl the inftigators of a riot, 
the objed of which was the deflrudlion of his property, and 
of his life, before his friends and his counfel have judged it 
expedient to produce that evidence either at the bar of the 
public, or before a jury of his country. 

« I am truly glad to underftand, that you arc ** folicitous fir 
" the difcQfvefy and punijhment of all inftigators of riot, diforder, 
** and fa£iion^* becaufe I am fatisfied no gentlemen can have 
better means of information. It would, indeed, have been 
as well, if this folicitude had appeared in an earlier ftage of 
this ferious bufinefs ; and it remains with you to ftate to the 
public, how it has happened that the Boroughreeve and 
Conftables of Manchefter, ** folicitous for the difcovery and 
*' punifiment of all infiigators of riot, difirder, and fa^ion,** have 
not taken one Jingle rioter into cuilody, when it is notorious 
that many perfons tumultuouily aflembled together three 
fucceffive nights, and committed adls of outrage upon each of 
thofe nights, by attacking the houfes either of Matthew 
f alkner, William Gorfe, Jdfeph Collier, or myfelf, 

•* It will not be cafy, gentlemen, to compeniate for yonr 
fupinenefs, where it was your duty to be adive, by youz 
ofBcioufnefs, where it is your duty to be quiet ; nor can yon 
now, by harraiiing me in my endeavours to obtain juftice^ 
atone for your former lenity towards the difturbers of thQ 
public peace, 

L z ** Denying 
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*' Denying your right ta put interrbgatories to me in any 
manner whatever, I fliall noft give you *'f the exifting evi- 
dence" upon which my cenvi^ioi^ was founded, that if the 
levelling fyftcm of anarchy and confufion conunenced againft 
Mr* Falkner and myfelf had fucceeded, it wa» intended to 
have been carried into execution againft the Friends of Ke^ 
form in general; but for the fatisfafiion of the public, I fhall 
prove I was not fuigular in that opinion, by giving the 
extrad of a letter from a man, highly refpedtabl^ for hi) 
abilities, his property, and his integrity ; and in juftice to 
myfelf, I may alfo add, that I have received mafiy other 
letters from various parts of the kingdom to the fame pur- 
port, and from meit of the above defcription.-— The extra£^ 
to which I allude is as foUowt 



** Though I have but a moment's time, I cannot addrefs 
you without exprefling my concern for the unmerited anxiety 
you have lately been put to, by the bigotry and very blame- 
able cond^d of fome of your townfmen-— but in truth they 
need my fympa thy- more than, you do, as your proper, fpirited 
and commendable behaviour, under the circumilahces you 
were in, muft be a fatisfadlion to all your friends, and de- 
lerves the thanks of both parties ; of the friends of liberty 
for. the prevention of a wide (preading miichief that might 
probably otherwiCe have befallen them ; and of the offending 
party, for putting an early flop to enormities that would fof 
<ver have disgraced them.'' 



« You aik— ^' of whom does that fadion confift," which I 
have reprobated as wretched and unprincipled, *' for the 
♦* honour of thofe who are not implicated in the charge ?"-^-^ 
I will freely tell you of whonvit does not coniift. It does not 
conflft of the honeft, the generous, pr the brave ; of the liberal^ 
or the well-informed ; it does not coniift— -of thofe who abho? 
per-recution> rancour, and malignity; it does not confift — of 
men who are incapable of writing and propagating anonymous 
ilandcr^ or of encouraging fpies and informers. Halving 

now 
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now done with you> gentlemen, I ihall embrace the Opportumtf 
which yoa have afforded me, of addrefling myfelf, 

<'TO THE PEOPLE, 



u 



«' Requeuing their attention to the prefent intercfting, and 
truly critical fituation of public affairs, and recommending 
to them to examine coolly and impartially, the writings, but 
above all the anions of thofe, who lay claim to the title of 
their friends, and who are on that account branded with 
every epithet that mifreprefentation and the foulefl Hinder 
can invent. I Ihall requeft them to^ examine with tliat. 
ferioufhefs which thefubjeft demands, whether in the conduft 
of the Friends of Freedom, either here or elfewhere, there is 
any thing which is not direded to promote the profperity of 
this country, and the happinefs of mankind. 



4€ 



Tirfty ^th reJpeB to a Parliamentary 'Reforniy 

«' The neceility of which is fo obvious, and the advantages, 
which would refult from its attainment fo felf-evident, that 
1 ihall confine myfelf to the explanation of my meaning upon 
ihis very important fubje£i. 

" By a Parliamentary Reform, I mean a radical and 
EFFECTUALREFORM in the Reprcfcntation of the PEOPLE; 
that obtained, I for one ihall be fatished, nor have I any 
further views, nor any defign, as has been falfely and induf- 
trioufly infmuated, to attempt to alter or to deflroy the Con- 
ilitution of this Country ; my fole obje£l, and that of every 
man with whom I have the honour to think, to a6l — and to 
correfpond upon this great objeft, is not to innofvate, but to 
reno'uaUy and to reilore the Conftitution to its ANCIENT 
PURITY. 

•' Secondfjy ivith refpeB to the Liheriy rf the Prefs, 

** The prefervation of which is fo eflential to our very 
f JoftcBce as a free People, that I ihduld have conceived it 

impo£ible 
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impo^ibre Aat any manj or let of men, would &ave been wealb 

enough, or wicked enough, to* have made any ferious attack 

»pon fo facred a right at the clofe. of the i8tb century. 

However, it is with pleafure far greater than I can cxprefs^ 

that I fee a ftandard eredled for its prefervation by men the 

moil diflingiiifhed for integrity, ability, and property in this 

country ; a (landard, which I am confident every difintcrefted 

and unprejudiced man will eagerly fly to, and around which, 

even the timid and the cautious may with the utmod fafety 

rally. Annexed is an extra£l from the declaratiqn agreed 

upon at a Meeting of the Friends of the Liberty of the Prcfsj, 

which was held upon Saturday the 191^ inHant, at the Crowci 

and Anchor in London.* 

The 

• ** The' prefs, therefore, as h is to be affected by Affbciadons of iadU 
ulUuals, that fetter its general freedom, wholly unconne^ed with any attacks 
vpon private chaia^r, i& a very different confidcratioQ. For if tiie natioii 
^ to be combined to fupprefs writings without further deCcribing what thoie 
writings are, than by the general denomination feditious ; and if the exertions 
0f thoie combinations are not tfven to be conjined to fupprefs and pucn^ the 
GSrculation of books already condemned by the judgineiit» of courts, but are* 
to extend to whatever does not happen to fall in with their private judgments— * 
if every writing is to be profeouted which they may not have the fenie to ■ 
underftand, or the virtue to pra&ice— if na man is to wcite hut upon their 
principles, nor can read with fafety, except what they have written, left he 
Aould accIdentaHy talk of what he has read—- no man will venture eitiier to 
wri:e cfr to fpeak upon the topics of government or its vadminiftration ; a 
A'etsiom- which has ever been acknowledged by our greateft Statcfmen and 
Lawyers to* be the print^pal fafeguard o£ that conftitution which liberty of 
idiought origiaiUy created, and wliich a free prefs £>r its circulation ^2d\xsfij 
brought to maturity. 

^ Ws will, therefore, maintain and ailert, by all legal means, the facred 
and elTential privilege of every other parent and gu^dian. We will maintain 
asid -aflert the right of inftrufting our feIlow-fubje£ts by every fihcere and* 
dDn£:ientious cMnmunication which may promote the public happinefs, and 
wh^e we render obedience to governracnt and to law, we will remember at 
the fame time, that as they^exift by the peo{4e*s confent, and for the peop{e*s 
benefit, they have a right to examine their principles, to watch over theii^ 
due executloa> and to preferve the beautifol ftrudtuce of their Conffitutioff^ 

by 
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The declaration and proceedings of that day are whit 
every man ought to read ; and to engrave deeply upon his 
lieart the principles there fo manfully and fo ably inad- 
cated. X 

The 



hj poijitiiig ottt as they aiife, thofe defedls and corrupiioiiSy which the iianl 
<of time aeirer £h1s to fpread oyer the wiiefb of huoian inftitudoas. 

** If la the legal an4 peaceable afTertion of this freeclom we fhalT be 
calumniated and perfecnted, we muft be contented to fuffer io the caufe ot 
Ireedom as b^r fathers before us liave fuffered. But we will. Eke our fathe» 
slfo, perfevere «mdl we prevail. 

** Let us howei'er recoiled with fatisfaftion, that the law, as it ftaads at 
this very moment, thanks to our illuftrlous patriot Mr. FOX» is amply 
fufiident for the protediAi of the Prefs, if the country will be but true f 
itfelf. The extent of the genuine Liberty of the Frefs, on general fubjcftsiy 
and the boundaries which ieparate tlhem from licentioufnefs, tfie £ngU(h law 
lias wifely n«t attempted to define. They are indeed in their nature un- 
defiiable, and it is the oiEce of the jury alone, taken from the country, in 
each particular ioilance to afcertain them, and the truft of the Crown where 
no individual is flandered, to fdt&. the inAances for trial, by its H^iniftecs 
«e(pon(ible to Parliament. 

" This fyftem appears to us amply to (ecare the government, while it 
protege tlie fubjed^. But if this fele£tion is to be transferred to felf-confHtuted 
aflemblies of men, agitated iuid inflamed by a aeal, however honeft, the preis 
snuft be broken up, and individuals muil pur^hafe their fafety by ignorance 
and filence. In fuch a (late, we admit that the other liberties which w^ 
«njoy under the laws, might, neverthelefs, continue as long as governmcAt 
might happen to be juftly adminlftered ; but fliould corruption or ambition 
«ver dlred their efforts agalnft them, the nation would be fui^prized and en- 
flaved-— furprifed by the lofs of their walceful fentinels, whom they had (hat 
fix only bdng at their polls, and enflaved from the lofs. of their armour, whic'h 
their adveriary, uader the pretence of a treaty, had cajoled them to throw 
away« 

*' But thefe evils become not only greater, but abfolutely intolerable, when 
extended to the ftimulation of fpies, to ftab domeftic peace, to watch for the 
innocent in the hours devoted to convivial happinefs, and to difturb the fwcet 
f epofe of private life, oa the boibm of fri^odihip and truth. 

« It 
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•* The Friends of Freedom have always proved themfetves 
the enemies of anarchy and confufion, and I am confident 
they are too well informed and too well difpofed ever to aft 
contrary to their principles. At the fame time, they \^\l do 
well never to lofe fight of that unions per fi'ver once ^ and 
FIRMNESS which arc eflential to infure fuccefs even to the 
caufe of truth itfelf. *^ It is into the heart and fpirit of 
man you muft look for reformation^ elfe all is vague and 
ufelefs.** 

" It may no\ be improper here to remark upon the prefenC. 
uncertainty of what in this country may now be deemed 
** feditious." REEVES and his affociations may perhaps 
deem that to be feditious, which our fellow citizens in Scot- 
land and in Ireland would coniider as the pureft patriqtifm— 
and it is poflible that a man might be indidled in England, 
for an a6l» which in Ireland, the virtuous citizens ' of that 
country would highly approve, nay even for the very adl 
which at this moment is fandlioned by the Irifh Legiflature 
itfelf. 



<c 



Thirdly y «wUh reJpeSl to War^ 



** What has been the conduct of the friends of Freedom^ in 
every part of the Britifli empire, upon this impending cala- 
mity? What, but to point out the evils infeparable from 
war, and to endeavour to avert as far as in them lay, an 



** It IS juftly obfervcd, by the celebrated Judge Forfter, that words are 
traniitory and fleeting, eafily forgotten, and fubjedt to miftaken interpret 

tation- 

** Their very exlftence at all, and t}ieir criimaality, aft depending upon cen* 
text, or fequel, or occailon, all is to reft upon the oaths of hired informers. 

'* Is this in the end of the 1 8^ century, to be the condition of our chearfut 
country ? Are thcfe to be our chains ? And are wc, after we hate broken than 
on the heads of Tyrant^ ia former ages, to fit down to forge them again for 
•uxielYes; and to fiiften them upon oik sukBtbcs V* 

event 
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feVBttt which caiixiot but be particularly 'injurioas to th6 tradfe 
and commerce of this country, and fatal to the property, to 
the happinefs, and to the lives of many thoufands of their 
fellow creatures ? What ifitereft hav^ they, diftind from the 
pooreft of their fellow citisens ? 

" Is it a crime to rejoice in the emancipation of fo many 
millions- of thje human .race from the yoke of the moft de- 
grading flavery ?— Is it probable that fo great a good could be 
obtained without fome excefles being committed? But in 
return. Is it not right to confider— whether thofe evils which 
jttflict muft condemn, and which humanity muft deplore, did not 
arife more from the oppofition to the good, than from the purfuit 
of it? 

*' Having now concluded all I have to obferve at this time^ , 

I ftiall for the prefent take leave of the public, with that 

refpeft which ,1 have always profeffed for them, and which 

I truft I have always Ihewn; and fliall only add,, that to their 

opinion, when fairly and impartially taken, I Ihall always fub- 

mit; and [doing violence for a moment even to poilibility] 

fuppoiing that the majority ihould ever become advocates for 

xhtjla'vifi doflrines of divine right, pajfi've obedience emd non- 

refijtanci ; I fhotdd upon my own principles, not oppofe their 

WILL. But if the people of Great-Britain are, what I take 

them to be, the true defcendants of their illuflrious aficeflors, 

no hazard of my peribn or of my property fliall ever deter 

me from fupporting to the utmoft of my abilities, the RIGHTS 

nfthe People, 

'* THOMAS WALKER. 
'* Manchefter, Jan. 31, 1793." 



« 



" TO THE PUBLIC. 

« Mr. Walker's Letter, in the Manchefter Herald of the 2d 
inftant, which he calls a Reply to our Queries of the 25th 
January laft, upon the fubjedt of his unexplained Imputations 

M in 



< 8« ) 

Jn fl formelr Letter, has neceflarily obliged us to trouble th« 
public with the following Obfervations* 

" Whatever may be the opinion of Mr. Walker or his Coun- 
fel, we (« for the fake of public Juftice") fhould be equally 
•* thankful if the charges complained of ivere fully Juhflantiated by 
that Evidence which the negligence of malice, however cun- 
ning and cautious, might enable Mr. Walker to obtain.-— 

" But afteraflertions in the fhape of fa6ls, highly, yet indif- 
criminately impeaching the inhabitants of this Town, un- 
accompanied by any intimation of legal proceedings, and 
even without any previous Informatim to the Ci*vil Officers 
(who have no means of obtaining //, except from Mr. Walker, 
whofe bafe Infmuations they defpife) are indufirioufly p\ib- 
lifhed to the world, we haye yet to learn that it is illegaU un- 
fair, or difhonourable in fuch officers to call upon the pub- 
lifher, to point out thofe pefts of fociety, againft whom his 
accufations are intended, that they may have their deferts, 
and, the public injury be repaired through the only legal mode 
of a criminal profecution — On the contrary, our filence at 
this moment mull have been a crime not to be atoned for. 

" The ajfumed candour and patriotifm of Mr. Walker led us to 
expedl the moil unequivocal and fatisfadory explanations; 
but fhrinking from this duty, he turns again to the malevo- 
lence of accufation, and reprehends our conduft in the bte 
unfortunate tumult. 

** It is unneceilary to tell the public, becaufe they know the 
iadi, whether it was by the vigilance, adivity, prudence, and 
perfeverance of the Peace Officers, under the immediate direction 
of the Magiftratesy or by the violent prowefs of Mr. Walker, 
(ivho fired upon the people WITH SLUGS,*, not to maim or kill, 
hut merely to intimidate) that the diforder at length happily 
fubfided. 



* This 18 falfe. 

« Mr. 
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*' Mr. Walker, or his Counfel, cannot doubt aftj^man^s right, 
as well as that of a Peace Officer, to appnbtitd offenders when 
in the adual commiHion of outrage. 

*' The ftate of the perfons aflembled (in. a town of extreme 
population) did not, however, in common prudence, warrant 
fach a proceeding, but the more lenient and efficacious one 
adopted— otherwife Mr. Walker's *' numerous friends with* 
out'* would certainly have exerciied this right of appre^ 
htnfion*''^ 

" The reply to our fecond Query is an evafion unworthy the 
liberal and well informed. He (Mr. Walker) denies the 
Right of putting Interrogatories— refufes the exifting E^i* 
dence of his ConwSiian^ and in an inflant (tumbles upoA the 
Truth, by changing the importance of Con^viSion into a mere 
unfounded Opinion, wliich, by the way, he is anxious to free 
from fingularity, by an extradl of a Letter— but when, by 
whom, and (which is infinitely more material) upon whofi 
and nvhat Reprefentation of Fa&s this Letter was written, the, 
public muft be kept entirely ignorant.-— 



** Is this confiflent with the profeffions of an ingenuous pa- 
triotic man, ivhofe ASiions are always open and undirguired,/»r^ 
nvho ajferts nothing njnithout proof? 

*' As an Anfwer to the third (Juery, viz. Of whom does this 
Fa6iion confift ? We are told " it does not confift of the honell» 
** the generous, or the brave, of the liberator the 'well-informed ; 
** it does not confift of thofe who abhor Perfecution, Rancour, 
" and Malignity y nor of men who arc incapable of writing and 
** propagating anonymous Sland^, or of encouraging Spies 
** and Informers."— 

*' Do thefe Negati^ves amount to any difcriminative Intelli- 
gence, or are they not unhlujhingly intended as additional 
Jnfults to the Honour and Juftice of the People f— They arc 

Ms indeed 
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indeed Truifms not to be controverted ; for in this mighty 
colle£lion of Words, nothing more is literally expreiTed 
(^whatever majf he the intent) than that a good man is |i.ot 
a bad man, or vice verfa. 

*' Mr, Walker may exult in the ofe of fuch paltry Subter- 
fuges (as the haffy ijfue of a WeelCs Preparation) to elude the 
moft plain and proper Queflions, but the Public (arid mt Mr* 
Walker) are now to decide, under all the Circumftances, 
whether thofe Queilions ought not to have been fully and 
fairly anfwered, and whether our Meafures deferve their 
Cenfure, or Approbation. 

" Leaving this Gentleman to his favourite Aberrations from 
the point in queilion, by every m&deft AJJiimptim of popular 
Friendfhip and unbounded Patriotifm, and alfo to his Monopoly 
in the Difcernment and Guardianihip of the (^^»//W Rights of 
the People, we mull apologize to the Public for this involun- 
tary Engagement of their Attention, with lYitJirmeft Determina-^ 
tion however of troubling them no more upon any thing which 
the inventi've Faculty of Mr. Walker can poffibly iniinuate, ox 
produce. 

♦' In the fulleft. confidence that TT%th injill prevail, 
« We arc the Public's moft faithful^ 
<' Kefpedful and obedient Servants, 






JAMES ACKERS, Boroughreeve, -% 

JOHN LPAF, \n au t^fMmcheJit. 

JOSEPH HARDMAN» j ^^^^^bles, ) 



MoficheJiert^thFfiruaty, 1793." 



{5 SalTor^, 
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Salford^ Fehrtuay 8, 1793* 

« JAMES ACKERS, Efq; Boroughrccve. 

<c Mr. JOHN LEAF, Jconftables. 

*• Mr. JOSEPH HARDMAN, 3 

«' G^almen, 

•* The pablic requifition you have made to Mr. Thomas 
Walker, for an explanation on certain pafTages contained in 
his Anfwcr to a Letter of Condolence from a Society (calling 
themfelves the Conflitutional Society) at Sheffield : Your 
juft, manly and fpirited Rejoinder to his vague, illufive and 
ridiculous Reply to fuch Requifition, juftly entitles you to the 
varmefl applaufe of every inhabitant. 

*• At a Meeting of the Conftitutional AfTociation for proteft- 
ing Liberty and Property from Republicans and Levellers, 
leflablifhed at the Crown and Cuihion, in Salford, held this 
day, 

** It was unanimoufly refolvcd, 

*' That the Thanks of this AfTociation be prefented to you, 
for your zeal and attention to the public welfare, your con* 
jlant exertions for the prefervation of peace and tranquillity, 
but more efpecially for defending the inhabitants of this 
town from the falfe calumnies and malignant imputations 
thrown out againfl them, and the method you have purfucd 
3gainfl the refllefs and evil difpofed author thereof. 



«c 



By Order of this AfTociation, 

'' R. BRIDDOCK, Chairman.*' 



f* ^ttcbefier. 



it 
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ItUnchefter, Fehruaty 15, 1795. 



•' At p Meeting of the AfTociated Loyalifts, held at Mr, 
Matthew Green's, BlackmoorV Head> Old Church-yard, for 
the purpofe of fupporting our prefcnt Conftitution againli its 
EoexnieSy the Friends of Anarchy and Murder : 

*' JAMES ACKERS, Efq; Boroughrecve. 

/'Mr. JOHN LEAF, Iconfbble., 

•' Mr. JOSEPH HARDMAN, i 
^ Gentlemen, 

" Unardmoufly refolved; 

•« That the Thanks of this Society be prefented to you, fbr 
your late Exertions to preferve the Peace and Tranquillity 
©f this Town in your official capacities ; and alfo for your 
jufl and fpirited Anfwers to Mr. Thomas Walker's faX£c, 
infamous, and ridiculous Charge ; and for defending of this 
Town from the grofs and invidious imputations which have 
been bafely thrown out againfl the true Supporters of the 
prefent happy and glorious Conflitution. 

« JOHN COOPER, Prefident.^* 



Upon the fpirit that didlated thefe advertifenaents (which 
appeared in the Mancheller newfpapers,) and upon the fa6ts 
and reafonings in the foregoing Correfpondence,^ the readec 
muH make his own comments. 

The riots at Mancheftcr, fo fimilar in their origin and pro- 
grefs to the difgraceful proceedings at Birmingham, were too 
important to the public tranquillity to remain unnoticed by 
the legiflature of the country. Accordingly they were men- 
tioned in due terms of abhorrence by Mr. Fox and Mr.Grey„ 
in the Houfe of Commons, on December the 17th, 1792. 

In reply to the obfervations of Mr. Fox, Mr. Windham 
made a fpccch, of which the following is an extradt :— 

«< Mr. 
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« Mr. Windham replied to Mr. Fox. ' The Honfe had di- 
re Aed no profecutions on either fide, and, therefore, could 
not be charged with partiality. The law was equally 
open in all cafes. The indignation excited againil Mr. 
Walfoer, was much more fairly imputable to his political 
•* opinions, than to his being a Diflenter. It was natural, 
and even juftifiable, for men to feel indignation againfi: 
thofe who promulgated xiotfrines, threatening 'all that was 
*' valuable and dear in focicty ; and if there ^were mt meavs ^f 
** redrefi hy Iotm, t'ven 'violence ^ould he juftifiable » But we had 
* laws, therefore violence ought to be punilhed ; and on this 
« ground he defended the Aflbciations, as tending to pre- 
** vent violence by giving vigour to the law." 

Dehrett'f Parliamentary Regifier^ Vol. XXXIV. Page 165. 









I hope the reader will indulge me while I make fome re- 
marks on the preceding extraft. Mr. Windham is now ia 
the Minillry : he is the Minifter at War : he is re-ele6led for 
Norwich. Important as the fityations are, which he now fills, 
it is important alfo for the fame reafons, that the public ihould 
be apprized of the principles and pradlice of the man, whofe 
<hara^er and condud have induced his Majeily to raife him 
to the po& he aow occupies. 






Ihe H<mfe bad direBed no profecutions on either fide, and there-f 
fore could not he charged 'with partiality ;" Mr. Windham has 
i!l^t reputationof being a moil acute reafoner; a great logici[an; 
hut to me, a man of plain and common underilanding, tills 
ojbfervation aiFords a bad fpecimen of his reputed abili^es. 

• I 

It was ftated to the Houfe that my dwelling was reputedly 
attacked ; that other perfons alfo at Manchefter had fufFered 
in their habitations and their property, by means of a lawlcfs 
Mob* unreftrained by the Civil power .till the mifchief was 
done. There was no complaint on the part of the Mob, or 

of 



of the Civil power at Mancheftcr : there was ho faft'ftated 
by which it appeared that I had even hurt one human crea- 
ture in defending myfelf. The fa£ls and complaints were all 
on one fide. How^ therefore^ could the Houfe direA profe- 
cutions on both ? They might have, directed an enquivy to 
take place ; but furely it would have been hard to have di- 
rected the injured to be profecuted by the Law, after having 
been thus perfecuted by the Mob. Suchj however, was Mr. 
Windham's notion of Impartiality 1 

Again : Profecutions were directed againft the Rioters at 
Birmingham— Why not therefore againfl the fimilar Rioters 
at Mancheller } Some flight fufpicion of partiality might 
furely arife upon this tender concern for the one town, and 
careleffnefs about the other. 

" The Laiu fwas equally open in all cafes,** " The Law,*' (it 
has been frequently faid in charges to Grand Juries, and 
it is a favourite fentiment) « is alike open to the poor and to 
" the rich;" " and fo," (faid Mr. Home Tooke on fome oc- 
cafion) " is the London Ta<verh ; but they will give you a very 
*« forry welcome, unlefs you come with money fulficient to 
*< pay for your entertainment.*' 

I have no fcruple to (ay, from dear-bought experience, that 
there is no la^w in this country /or the poor man. The expence of 
attorneys, and the expence of counfel, and the expence of 
witneftes, and the expence ^of Stamps to the Government, 
and fees to the Law Officers, the expence of time, and of 
trouble, the negleft of bufinefs, and the anxiety of mindi are 
beyond calculation to thofe who have not had melancholy 
experience of the fa£t. Neither is there certainty of juftice 
even to thofe who are able and willing to afford the expence 
of a profecution, if the minds of Jurors can be warped on the 
day of trial from all impartial confiderations, by inceflant * 
falfehood and inve£live, from pulpits and printing-houfes, and 
parifh affociadons. I have a right to complain of the ex- 
pence of law, when I can inform the reader, with truth, 
5 that 
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that the expe&ces of the Trkl> to which this is a Sequbl, in- 
chiding the proTectttioa of Dann^* amounted to nearly 7!^r## 
Tboufand Pounds. 

I have a right to complain of the uncertainty of juftice, 
after the trial of Benjamin Booth at Manchefter ; after hav- 
ing perufed the trials of Mr. Winterbothaw^ ; afcer having 
feen the verdifts of a Warwickftiire jufy, and compared the 
compeniations, with the loffes of the Birmingham fufFerers. 

I know not in what tone of voice, nor with what caft of 
countenance, Mr. Windham pronounced that '' the leeiu ^was 
tqually open in all cafes :'* but it was a cruel and malignant 
farcafm : and Mr. Windham could not but know that it was 
untrue when he uttered it. The law is indeed open to 
thofe who have the key of the treaAiry to unlock it — it 
was open even to Thomas Dunn of infamous notoriety— 



* Dunn was tried at the auutmn allizes 1794, upon an indi^ment contain- 
ing no lefs than ten feveral perjuries, which he had fworn, upon the triai 
againft Mr. Walker and others. 

To prove the falfehood of the hCts fworn to by Dunn, various witnefle^ 
were called ; and firft, as to his reading and writing;. The Rev. Mr. Griffith, 
(the Magiftrate before whom Dunn*s informations were taken, and who upon 
them liTued warrants againft Mr. Walker, Mr. Paul, Mr. Xackfon, and feveral 
others, for high treaibn) fwore, that he had attefted informations figned by Dimn 
in his prefence, and that he had no doubt of his being able to read and write. 
This was confirmed by Mr. Griffith's clerk, Mr. Paynter, who had £een Dunn 
write his name, and had alfo feen letters which he believed to have. beeQ 
written by him.— Two other wltnelTes depofed to the fame effeft. 

Mr. Jones and Mr. Ridgeway, two gentlemen of great worth and refpe£bibility« 

fiated that they faw Dunn at the houfe of Mr. Walker^s brother»on the, i8th 

» 

of March ; that Dunn fell upon his knees, and begged Mr. Walker's pardon j 
faid, that he had injured his charafter 3 that he bad accujtd him faljely^ and that 
he had been hrihed to do what he had done ; and that when Mr. "talker refufed 
to be alone with him, Dunn threatened Mr. Walker, and faid, that it ihould be 
urorlb for hiapa. Sfsreral other wttodles were called, who prove4 the other fa^ 
in the indi^tiaent. 

The Jury fooad Dunn guilty ^ and the fentence of Mr. Juftice Rxwke was> 
that he (hovld ftaod once in the Pillory, and be imprifooed for two years in 
Lancafter Caftle. 

N Perhapg 
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Perhaps it would be open alfo to Mr. Windham— from the 
tender mercies of whofe recommendation in this, inftance, 
heaven defend the injured poor ! 

'* The indignation excited againfi Mr, Walker, nvas mucB more 
** fairly imputable to his political opinions, than to his heiug a 
** dijffenter.** This indignation (it muft be remembered) 
broke out into a6ls of violence and outrage : into attempts 
upon my property and my life. And this is fair, I fuppofe, 
according to Mr. Windham, againft a man who thinks for 
himfelf upon the fubjeft of public abufes, and who cannot 
in confcience fubfcribe to Mr. Windham's political creed. 
Such is the mode of argument recommended by this logical 
reafoner: Which, it mufl be confeiTed, is of a piece with his 
recommendation on the fubjedt of the French war : a war 
to be purfued according to him and Mr. Burke ufyue ad 
intemecionem, to eJEtermination— till revenge (hall be fatiated 
with (laughter, and till there be no vidlims to (lay — ^and till 
Jacobinical arguments (hall be unanfwerably confuted by the 
complete deflrudion of every man whom they are pleafed to 
call by the name of Jacobin : an sera which we may fafely 
fay, will never arrive. I fmcerely wifh, however, that 
this may perpetually remain the charafteriftic dillinftion be- 
tween the enemies, and the friends to freedom.— -May the 
former appeal to force, and the latter to argument I 



€€ 



It ivas natural and even jufiiji&hle for men, to feel indig- 
nation againfi thoje nnho promulgated doBrines, threatening all 
*< that 'was 'valuable and dear in fociety'j* Mr. Windham did 
not ftate, becaufe Mr. Windham could not (late, what doc- 
trines I have ever promulgated of this defcription. I think 
I may venture to fay that I have never propagated any 
dodrines but the dodbines of peace and good will toward 
men : I have never ventured like Mr. Windham, ** threat- 
ening all that was valuable and dear in fociety/' to juftify 
a£ls of violence againft my neighbour — ^becaufe he differed 
from me in political opinion. Mr. Windham, like his friend 

Mr 
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Mr. Burke, deals in allbrtion. Proofs are not his fort : if 
he has them I challenge him to produce them ; and I now 
fay to Mn Windham, it is falje, that I ever promulgated 
dodlrines threatening all that is valuabl e and dear in So- 
ciety. 



« 



And if there n»ere not means of redrefs iy laiVy even liio' 
lence nvould be jv^ifahU.^^ One would have thought it 
more becoming a Legiilator to have faid, if there are not 
means of redrefs by law, vi God's name, let us haflen to 
enadl the law, which (h^ll give redrefs. Not fo this Member 
of the Britiih Senate, this Law-maker of the Nation— who 
(landing up in his place and character as a Legiilator, 
unbluihingly recommends a fyftem of force and violence, 
rather than propofe the means of peaceable reparation. 
Surely, if there be any do6lrine which " threatens all that is 
valuable and dear in Society," it is the j unification of a 
recurrence to forcible inilead of peaceable means of re* 
dreffing fuppoled injuries : This is even worfe than at once 
deftroying all the bonds of Society, and turning mankind 
loofe again into* a ftate of favage nature, for iavages, never 
puniih mere differences of opinion ; they confine their re- 
venge to real not to fancied injuries, 

** But ^we had laius^ therefore inolence ought to he funijh* 
td't* If there be laws, againil the crimes of which Mr* 
Windham infinuates I am guilty. Why did he not move for 
my puniihment ?— *And if violence ought to be punifhed. 
Why did he defend the rioters who ufed it ? 

» 

'^ And on this ground he defended the AJJbciations^ as tending 
** to fre*uent ^violence by giifing vigour to the Lofw*** Mr. 
Windham fhould have recolledied that the cry of the rioters, 
and the cry of the Aifociators is one and the fame : Church 
and King, and Down with the Jacobins, is equally in vogue 
amongft thefe worthy coadjutors. Exhilarated by the mufic 
«f thcfe vociferatioi^s, Mr. Windham's refpedable Clients 

li 2 pro- 
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proceeded to attack the perfons and defhoy the property of 
peaceable citizens, and thus do they tend to {)Tevent violence 
and 'give vigour to Law ! 

I have taken for granted the accuracy of this fpeech of 
«Mr. Windham, as reported in the Parliamentary Regiller : 
becaufe that book is notorioufly a compilation of authority, 
and the account appears with Mr. Windham's name at 
length to it. When Mr. Windham fhall difavow the text, 
I fhall difavow the comment on this fpecimen of the right 
honourable Gentleman's logical acutenefs and legiflative 
humanity. 

Upon the 20th of December, 1792, the Manchcfter Con- 
ilitutional. Patriotic, and Refo^mation Societies, puhliihed 
the following addrefs on Mr. Fox's fpeech therein men* 
tioned. 

" Manchester Constitutional, Retormation, and 

Patriotic SOCIETIES. 

** The Manchefter,Conftitutional, Reformation, and Patnotie 
ibcieties have read with nrach fatisfadion the reports in the 
public papers of Mr. Fox's fpeech iii the Houfe of Commons, 
on the 1 3th inilant, on the fubjedt of the addrei^* 

" They cofl^atulate the people of Great Britain, that the 
diflinguifhed talents of this very able man have been thus 
honouraUy employed— in f efutation of the calomnies which 
the enemies of liberty have mofl indoftrioufly prqpagatod^-^ 
in vindication of the public right of political difcuffion— 
in fupporting the ' mahifeft expediency of a vedrefs of 
grievances — and above all, the abfdute neceffity of ^ that 
one thing needful" to our political falvation, a parliamentary 
EEFORM.-— To this fingk point are the efforts: of the Man-^ 
cheHer Ibcieties dire^d;: nor do they wiih fio. evectoriB 
any part ef the Blitifh^ coBfUttttion, but the pitifcnt in- 
adequate and eorwpc fyfiem of parljameiitaiT* jrvpce^aita^ 

tion^ 
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.tion: when the will of the people (hall be fairly expreSsd 
in the Houfe of Coitunons of Great Britainj by means of 
reprefentatives equally eleded, and under the 4ue controui 
of the eledors — when no doubt can reafonably remain but 
that a vote of the Houfe of Commons fhall be the voice of 
the rtatiod— then, and not till then, will the Manchefler 
ibcieties be fatisfied — then, and not till thenj will they relax 
their elForts in this public caufe* 

*' They have obferved with infinite fatisfaftion the iinmef- 
ous affociations of the penfioned friends of government* 
againft republicans and levellers no where to be found— 
againft Jkditious writings and meetings, and correfpondencies 
which thefe enemies of freedom either cannot, or dare not 
point out— againft the advocates for equalizing property* 
of whom thefe focieties have never heard, whofe propoiitions 
they have never feen, whofe publications, if exifting, they 
have never perufed. For the equalization of rights aroongft 
members of the fame community, they are advocates ; to the 
equalization of property (were it even poiHbk.) they are 
decided enemies. Knowing by hard-earned experience the 
difficulty of obtaining property by the fweat of their brow, 
jonder the burthen of the numerous taxes ^ which opprefs 
them, they can have no inducement to become the advocates 
of a meafure, fo inconfiftent with the firft objedl of So- 
ciety. 

» 

" But to thefe Ariftocratic AifoiDiations, the. Manched^r 
Conilitutional, Reformation, and Patriotic focieties^ feel 
themfelves infinitely indebted. At a time when timid fur- 
mifes, and legal doubts, and courtly obftacles were thrown 
in the way of focieties convened for the purpofe of political 
enquiry and conilitutional difcuflion, thefe friendly af!b* 
ciates have publickly i^et for the very purpofes hitherto 
complained of: they have volantarily obtruded themfelves m 
the gap of danger : they h^ve brought with them the privi- 
lege of law^ and tbe . ^Qj|D(teiianGe of Goveraaien^ ; . ax^ 

having 
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hsmng taken under their own protef^ion cne fidi of a F(^ 
fitical quefHon, they have fairly fan£&>ned their antagonifir 
Ibcieties, m the iitt difcuffi<m and public defence of the 

othcY* 

'* TheManchefter Societies do therefore exhort their fellow- 
citiaens to mcett peaceably, but firmly, on every convenient 
•opportunity, for the purpofe of invelligating the principle9> 
the advantages, the defeats, and the abufes of the Conftitu- 
tkm nnder which they live ; that public ignorance and 
ancient prejudice may no longer ftand in the way of falutary 
icformation; and that every friend to the rights of the 
people may be fully injbrufled upon thofe queflionSj whick 
may hereafter recpiire hi« fuffrage and fupport. 

« The Manchciler, Patriotic, Reformation, and Conflituw 
tional Societies, are further defirous of expreflkig their 
approbation of the Addrefs to the public, from the Society 
cf the Friends of the People, met at Freemafon's Tavern, 
the I5^th» inflant; that Addre(s the Manchefter Societies 
ftaw read with great pleafure, and hope the Friends of the 
People will never ceafe their endeavours in the caufe oT 
£«edom, till a full, complete, and adequate reform be a- 
dopted, in the repreientation of the Commons, of Great 
Britain. 

^^ The MancheAer Societies at this period of public agita* 
lion cannot clofe this addrefs, without fubmitting to the 
pnblic fome brief obfervations on the fubje£l of an im-> 
pending war between Great Britain, and France* 

•♦ They wifli their fellow-citizens to coniider, what daft 
of them (courtiers and contradors excepted) can poffibly 
be benefoed by fuch a meafure? Whether their debt wiH 
be diminifhed, their taxes lefTened, credit fupported, or 
commerce extended, by war > Whether the ridiculous pre- 
text of the opening' the Scheldt be the true motive, and 

whether 
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trliether tKe trade and manufadures of Great Britain wiH 
tiot be moft evidently benefited, if the port of Antwerp iie 
reftored to its priftine Hate ? In tkefe queilions the trader 
and the manufadurer are much more deeply interefted than 
the ftatefman ; and the traders and manufadtarers of whom 
the Manchefter Societies are compofed, cannot feel any Im- 
propriety in addreffing thefe queries to their fellow-citizen^. 
And as iincere friends to the genuine principles of freedom, 
they /cruple not lo avow their anxiety., diat this country 
may not be inJuced by any courtly machinations wh&tetrer, 
to join die band of continental defpots, now leagued a^ainft 
the liberties of mankind. 

** Signed, by ordef« and on behalf of« the Mancheler 
Coniiitutional Society, 

« GEORGE WAKEFIELD, Prefidei«i 
« SAMUEL JACKSON, Secretary. 



«« 



Signed, by order, and on behalf of, the Manchcftcr 

Reformation Society, 

« JOSEPH COOPER, Prcfident, 

JOHN CHEETHAM, Secretary. 



•«f 



«< Signed, by order, and on behalf of, the Manchefter 

Patriotic Society, 

« THOMAS CARPENTER, Prefident, 

« GEORGE M^ CALLUM, Secretary. 
** MoMchtfiiT, Dec. zotht 1792." 

I recoiled no public zd of the Societies fubfequent to the 
above date : the Reformation Society being prevented from 
meeting at William Gorfe's, whofe houfe was nearly deftroyed 
by the mob, this Society as well as the Conditutional and 
Patriotic Societies met at my hou(e and warehoufe till about 
the beginning of June, 1 793. At which time commenced the 
proceedings againft the Members of theie Societies, bf which 
the trial before published contains an account. I proceed, 

there- 
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therefore, now to lay before the public fome documents to 
fhew, why I have termed the proceedings " a cwj^iracf* 
on the part of the profecutors. 

The paper fig ncd Sydney, with the word war as the title» 
had fo ftrock many of the people of Manchefter, that (as is 
faid) feveral of them joined to print a new edition of it» 
adding alcind of introdu^kory advertifement. In June 1793 
a member of the Patriotic or Reformation Societies, Benja- 
min Booth, was taken up by warrant from the Rev. Mr. Juf- 
tice Griffith^ Jan. for diftributing this paper. The outline of 
his treatment I have already given in the Appendix to the 
Trial, No. 1 9 ; the detail of which, from compun6lion of con- 
icience, he voluntarily fcnt to me : it is in his own words, 
as follows : 

*' ManchefitTi June 10, 1793- , 
" SIR, 

" I am happy to inform you, that I was yeHerday liberated, 
until the feflions, by the bail of Mr. Allen Jackfon and Mr , 
Roberts ; the crime, for w^ieh I have been imprifoned, is 
cubing the ELing, of which! am fare I am innocent; but. How 
(hall innocence itfelf efcape, when a man is permitted, in a 
ftate of very gxeat intoxkafion* to fwear whatever he pleafes, 
or whatever he may be inflrudted ? As this was adbially the 
cafe with Dunn, when he fwore againft you, Mr. Jackfon, 
Mr. Paalj myfelf, and many others. I can prove this from 
the witnefs of the taik-mafter of the New Bailey, Dunn's 
own wife, and one Peter Ogden, a private of the third regi- 
ment of dragoons. 

'' The crime alledged againil you, is, for curfiog the ELing, 
training men to the military exercife, for the avowed pur- 
pofe of affiHing the French, and to dethrone the King. 
Every effort has been ufed to make me join evidence with 
'Dunn ; I was told all the friends of freedom in Manchefter 
were arretted. Mr. Griffith promlfed every thing that lay 
in his power; and Mr. Jofeph Hardnian^ ikid, (b £ir as 
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tlie town of Manchefter could fupport me it fliould ; he 
fpoke this as a reprefentative of the town. Parker has been 
employed five or fix days, for the direft purpofe of fepa- 
rately intimidating and encouraging myfelf and my wife : 
every gentleman, that could be thought on, came to forward 
me by their fupport, Mr. Brandt, Mr. Crompton, and fome of 
the officers of the Yorkfhire militia : at the fame time that 
the counfel who came from London on purpofe to examine 
Dunn's evidence, threatened, I ihould be tried. 

" Being put to what fhift I could make to fave myfelf, I 
enquired of Dunn, What evidence he had gi^e/i, and though 
falie as I know it is, I faid the fame, three very young chil- 
dren and a wife's diftrefles being continually held up to ihy 
view. However, comfort yourfelf and forgi*ve me; 1 was a 
prifoner when I faid this. If it be poffible, they will get 
one Oliver Pearfall to join Dunn's evidence. I have this day 
drawn out minutes of their treatment towards me, which 
when you fee or hear, you will admire, condemn, and, I hope> 
pity me. I am at the houfe of a friend, but (hall be re« 

Bioved. 

" BENJAMIN BOOTH. 

*^ Mr. Thomas Walker , Bate*s Hotel, Adelphi, London.** 



MINUTES OF BENJAMIN BOOTH. 

«' June 5. Wednefday. Half paft feven, evening. I was 
arretted on oath of John Taylor, by Mr. Unite, for a paper 
intitled,WAR, with the preface^ and brought to Mr.Paynter's 
office, where Mr. Griffith, jun, was waiting for me. As foon 
as I faw him I thought he was intoxicaied. He faid he was 
forry to fee me ; I had got among a very bad fet ; and it would 
be much better if I would give them up ; he wanted to know 
who was the author or printer. I replied, I knew nothing 
about it. He faid he was furprifed that I Ihould wifh to 
excite difcon tent in the public mind ; my brother was as 
loyal, and as well rcfpefted as anyman in the town; and 
kefore this time I bore an excellent charadter ^ all the time 

fpeaking 



fpeaking in an encouraging flile for me to come Into H* 
meafures ; but finding I was not at all inclined (o to do^ he 
bid me remark^ he had made me no promifes ; he then faid 
he fhould demand refpedtable bail for 50I. each. I fent to 
my brother, who was out : Mr. M^Callum flepped up to bail 
me for one, he being prefent. Mr. Griffith immediately 
raifed it to 150!. each, and replied. Now let Mr. Walker 
and Mr. Cooper bail you : you know them, I fuppofe : I re- 
plied, I did, but X did not care for them any more than for 
any other gentleman that X knew. 



/ 



** I was tlien condu6ted by Mr. Unite through the moft 
public ftreets in our way to the New Bailey, though I defired 
to the contrary feveral times. He kept difcourfing to the 
crowd, that it was fuch people as me who had occafioned the 
war, and he would expofe me, wifhing at the fame time we 
were all hanged: this was his continual language. Now 
and then the rabble fhouted. We arrived at length at the 
New Bailey, where I ftaid all night. A charge was given 
to th6 turnkey, that no one ihould fee me, unlefs Mr. Unite 
was prefent. About half paft fix . the next day Mr. Unite 
took me to Mr. Griffith's, my wife following me, 

*' When I arrived there, I flaid in the lobby ; the parlour 
door was opened, that a number of gentlemen, Mr. Hulme, 
fen. Mr. liulme, jun. Mr. Withnall, Mr. Paynter, Mr. Griffith, 
fen. and fome others, might look at me. Mr. Hulme, jun. 
came out, and took me to a corner of the lobby > faid, he 
was forry to fee me, as we had, he believed, been fchool- 
fellowsj faid, I was of a refpedlable family, all of whom 
he knew very well; begged I would not ftand in my 
own light; begged I would not hurt myfelf for Mr. 
Walker, whom he cur fed, and faid I was w^orth fifty 
Mr. Walkers ; Mr. Walker had been the deftruaion of 
Mr. Matthew Falkner, Mr. Birch, and would be of many 
others. X replied, X thought Mr. Walker a very worthy 
and refpedable gentleman. He then left me, Mr. Griffith, 
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Jan. theft afeed me, if I had bail ready: I faid I Could 
procure it foon. I fent out my wife ; and in about ten 
minutes Mr. Cheetham, hatter, of Salford, came for one. My 
father-in-law, Griffith, refufed; Cheetham fent for a friend 
of his. Cheetham went out ; and Paynter faid, by his (Cheet- 
Jiam's) looks, he was of the fame kidney ; and he thought 
any perfon who entertained the fame principles fhould not 
be allowed to be bail for me : I faid, I thought he was com- 
petent to the fum. . 

" Griffith faid he (hould not take my word ; and any 
perfon who would be bail with me, muft give twenty- 
four hours notice to Mr. Unite ; and then it was as he 
pleafed whether he would grant bail before the Wednefday 
following, which was next court day. The gentlemen all 
faid,' then, that the crowd which was gathered would pull 
me to-pieces: I faid I did not fear them. Mr. Hulme, jun. 
as I was going down the fteps, fhouted out, " Expofe him 
to the fury of the populace.'* I turned my head, and faid, 

' *' thank you. Sir." I was then condu6led by Mr. Unite 
down Hydes Crofs, Hanging-Ditch, Old Mill-Gate, through 
Market-PIace, St. Ann's-Square, Toll-Lane, up Dean's^Gate, 
and down Dolefield ; Mr. Unite difcourfing in the fam6 
manner he had done the preceding evening, and the boys 

, Ihouting. We ' arrived at length at the New Bailey. My 
commitment being made, I was conduced to the Governor, 
and it being about eight o'clock, I was locked up in my 
cell, and went to bed. 

''June 7. This day I worked at pulling candlewick, 
thinking it ufelefs to refift, I did it chearfuUy . About nine 
in the morning my attorney, Mr. Dennett, came to fee me, 
took what circumflrances he could down ; faid he would try 
for bail for me on the morrow. 

''June 8. About half paft nine, Mr. Dennett faw me ; told 
sne he would procure bail for me this day, if he gould ; faid 
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the people who had been aflced would be.bail f(Mr me m an/ 
thing elfc ; but in this cafe they were afraid of hurting them- 
felves by being my bondfmen. 

" June 9. At locking up, the Governor faid, he had re- 
ceived a charge, that in the morning I ftiould be locked up 
two hours longer than the reft, be fepar^ely confined 
during the time I wa^ allowed to ftay up, and be put to bed 
two hours before the reft. This plan was purfued fome 
time. 

*' June 10. Monday. I was fcparately confined all day. 

" June 1 1^ Tuefday. I was feparately confined all day. 
My attorney came about ten o'clock : I wanted to fpeak in 
private with him, but was not fufFercd. The Governor 
(hewed him the charge he had receivjsd ; I faw it myfelf ; it 
was Hgned " John Griffith." 

. "June 12. Wedneftiay. 1 was confined feparately this fore- 
noon. About one o'clock I was called into court, and libe- 
rated by the bail of Mr. Eadon and Mr.M'Callum for 150I. 
each, and myfelf in 300I. As foon as I got home with my 
friends, we were informed by Dunn's wife^ that her hvL(ba,nd 
was called up at four o'clock in the morning, and made to 
drink, by twolrifhmen, (one, O'Callagan, a penfioner,) who 
•having got Dunn fufficiently intoxicated, feized him along 
with Mr. Parker and Mr. Shepley , who were waiting for the 
purpofe af the White Hart, Bank-top ; from thence they con- 
duced him to Paynter's, where he drank a bottle of flierry , 
and kept faying, he would tell them more, if they would give 
him more to drink. He was at Griffith's the fame day, I 
believe, where he drank a bottle of ihrub : (both Griffith 
and Paynter told me, after, of this very liquor.) Shepley 
faid, Dunn repeatedly faid I was innocent ; but he knew, 
•and if they would give him more liqubr^.he would tell them 
i£ore. 

;. ^ « About 
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♦'About eleven o'clock this fame evening, I was agaia 
afrcfted at my own door, charged upon the oath of Dunn 
with curing the King, and wilhing it was in my power, I 
would guillotine him ; which was ever far from my thoughts ; 
like wife with lending him (Dunn) the Addrefs to the Ad- 
dreiFers* This pamphlet Dunn took from ray houfe on Sun- 
day, June id, without permiffion, but in my fight. I was 
took by Mr. Parker, who had many attendants,^ from whom 
I afterwards learnt I was picked out of many that Dunn had 
accufed, and Griffith ordered my warrant to be ferved this 
night. We went down to the New Bailey, where I Haid in 
the Star Chamber all night. 

* 

«* June 13, Thurfday. About eight o'clock this morning 
the talk-mafter came into the Star-chamber, and faid, " What ! 
are you here again ? I anfwered, yes. He faid, what are 
you come for now? I anfwered, for a moft falfe and icanda- 
lous lie, upon the oath of a drunken man. He faid. What ! 
the man who came lail night ? I faid, his name is Dunn ; 
and he anfwered, yes ; he faid, why he was drunk when he 
came here ! I faid, are you fure ? He anfwered, yes, I will 
take my oath of it. This was all in the prefence of Peter 
Ogden, a private in the tkird regiment of dragoons, now 
lying in Manchefter, who was in the Star Chamber for taking 
a recruit to another regiment. I ihould here mention, the 
talk-mailer faid, that Griffith gave orders that Dunn ftio aid 
lie in a good bed, have whatever he pleafed, and go 
wherever he chufed within the gates, and be treated with all 
the civility he could be. 

" I this afternoon faw my wife, who told me Mr. 
Richard Walker faid I fliould be bailed in the morning. About 
iix o'clock, Mr. Dennett came, faid, I muft make my- 
felf eafy for a few days, as Mr. Griffith refufed to bail me, 
entil Wednefday next. My wife IJkewife told me Mr, Tho- 
mas Walker was fent after to London, Mr. Jackfon was run 
away, and many others had done the fame ; and there were 
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warrants againft M<=Callum, Smith, Cheetham, Mitctelt^ 
Paul, Barrett, and as many as were known to be members of 
any of the Societies. 

" My heart was very low: about ten o'clock, Mr. 
Parker came into the Star-chamber, related, that my bro- 
ther was almoft fretted to death upon my account. As 
te (my brother) and himfelf (Parker) had^heard Mr. Griffith 
i&y he would refufe to take bail for me upon any account. 
He faid, if I would ftep forward and declare all I knew of 
the bufinefs he would be bound himfelf, nay, he would even 
bring Mr. Jofeph Hardman to give me his bond, that the 
whole town of Manchefter would fupport me. My wife and 
femily (hould be well provided for by the town, myfelf re- 
ipc6led and fupported in every thing I wiflied to undertake, 
and himfelf and my brother would, if I owed any thing, pay 
it for me. He told one, Mr. Griffith was waiting for me : I 
then followed him into the Turnkey's apartment, where was 
Mr. Griffith, Mr. Jofeph Hardman, Mr. Paynter, and fe ve- 
ra! others. Mr. Griffith then afked me if I had ahy bail. I 
anfwered, I thought I fhould have in the morning, but it 
was very late. He faid '* Oh ! well then," and immediately 
£gned my commitment. Mr. Jofeph Hardman then faid, he 
hoped, I fhould confider the fituation I was in ; he was forry 
to fee me in it ; faid, if I would ilep forward, and declare 
what I knew, he would fupport me as far as he was 
able for my families fake. Mr. Griffith faid, he would do 
the fame moft willingly, but my confeffion muft be free, and 
I fliould not confider what Mr. Jofeph Hardman and he had 
faid as any promifes. I told him, I had fupported what I 
thought was right, and it (hould be conviftion only fhould 
make me change fides. I would hear what any one had to 
lay upon die fubjeft, and I would confult with my wife and 
other relations. It was granted, that my wife fhould fee me 
the next day, as alfo my brother ; he then gave the Taflc- 
mafter orders to treat me civilly. 

Friday, 
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*« Friday, June 14. This forenoon I was fcparately con- 
fined. At noon the Governor let me have the liberty 
to walk in the front of his office: Parker had been with 
me alone in the forenoon : he faid, Cheetham, Mitchell, 
and M'Cafland, were joined 'in evidence with Dunn, and I 
had but a few hours to determine whether I would fuffer 
myfelf, or fave from infamy and deftru£Uon my three 
children, my wife and myfelf, and leave thofe, whofe 
property would defend them, to take care of themfelves. 
Mr. Hill advifed me to do the fame. The Taflt-mafter, 
likewife my brother, Mr. Withnall, who is an attorney, 
declared that the crime of which Walker and Paul were 
accufed, was High Treafon, and, therefore, every one prc- 
fent, where High Treafon was, were all principals, there* 
could be no acceflaries : begged I would fave myfelf, and 
faid all the town would refped and fupport me.— 1 then faw 
my wifc> and wrote a letter to Mr. Griffith, fignifying if in- 
demnification would be granted, I would come forward as 
evidence, fupport the King and Conilitution, and our moft 
excellent form of Government, and do my utmoft to bring to 
juftice any one who Ihould either openly or fecretly oppofe 
the fame. — This letter was took by the Taik-mafter, who re- 
turned, that no indemnification could be granted, " but if I 
was to be hanged, he (Griffith) would be hanged for me," 
ftruck his breaft, and faid poor man ! poor man ! being 
feemingly convinced that my confcience accufed me of hav- 
ing done wrong before time. This was the report which 
the Taikmafter gaire me, 

*' About nine o'clock Mr. Griffith, Mr. Jofeph Hardman, 
Parker, and Mr. Paynter came ; as we were in the Tafk- 
mafter's parlour fome wine was brought in two decanters ; 
we drank the King and ConfHtution ; Griffith afked me 
very many queftionis about a bit of paper, which Mr. Walker 
had in his hand, rore it, and faid, " I would ^s foon 
guillotine him as tear this bit of paper." This I pofi- 
tively denied ever having heard or feen : he replied. No, 
xio, Dunn gives a very full evidence.— Mr. Jofeph Hard- 
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man bid me recoIIe£l, if I could not remember a trani^ 
a£lion of that kind. I anfwered I never remembered any 
iuch a circumftance. Many other queftions againi! Paul 
and Walker were put to me. Mr. Griffith faid he wanted 
the great men ; he wanted " to pick his birds." — Hardman 
feeing the perplexity of my mind defired Griffith to go 
home : both Griffith and Paynter Teemed to be intoxicated : 
. Griffith faid I had faid nothing at all; I knew more, and 
he would not be trifled with: (though I faid more than 
what was true) they then departed, and left me to a night 
tof the greateft anguifli of mind I ever had experienced. 

•« Saturday, June I5^th. — After a fleeplefs night, I ram- 
Wed, having permiffion, round the gardens, till about 
ten o'clock ; when Parker came, who told me my brother 
and Hallows fet off the evening before to Liverpool, when 
iK> doubt they would take M^^Callum and Smith. Mr. Richard 
Walker, he faid, fet out about twelve o'clock at night to 
London; Mr. Thomas Walker was in cuftody in London : it 
would be a very nice matter to get myfelf admitted evi- 
dence, he reprefented ; as Mr; Griffith was in no wile fa- 
tisfi^d with what I faid : he was convinced I fcreened 
Walker, and he expedted my evidence to be as full as 
Punn's, as Dunn faid, I knew more than he did : he then 
faid how much interefted Mr. Jofeph Hardman, Mr. Payn- 
ter, Mr. Withnall, himfelf, and very many gentlemen were 
in my favour, now they favv I ihould prove myfelf a 
loyal and honeft man to my King and Country ; told me, 
to recollect every circumftance I could before the evenings 
when Mr. Griffiths and others would came down, and if 
my account pleafed, my pardon fliould be wrote for.— This 
day I had permiffion to fee my wife ; (but he had talked 
to her before, as I underftood afterwards) whom, however, 
I mull not fpeak to, unlefs he was prefent, and no whifpering 
was allowed ; about eleven o'clock a perfon who I under- 
ftood was Counfellor Hay, or fon* name like it, came : 
he heard what Dunn faid, then what I faid; faid Duna 
and me fhould not be allowed to qommunicate our depo- 
. 5 ' fitions 
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fttioris to iach other: but this coUnfel was 'not followed* 
Griffith and another gentleman was prefent.— Counfello^ 
Hay looked ' at the papers, books, and pamphlets ; wanted 
to know how many conftituted the meeting, and how 
many men' in Walker's employ were there the firft' night : 
not being certain, we conjedlured fifteen members ; he 
faid very Uttle: as foon as he was gone, Parker and my 
wife came, to whom as before I mull fay nothing in 
private. Parker went up with my wife, to fee what was 
in M^Callum's trunks* 

''About half paft nine Griffith and Paynter came : (Parker and 
jny wife came before) I told them, I was very eager to fupport 
them. I had defired Parker to Hop M<=Callum*s trunks, and, if 
any body directed them, he and Smith might be found by that 
means. Defired them to fend to Sheffield, and fearch 
Gales's fhop, and I was fure they might have fomething 
againft.him, and alfo to attack Mr. William- Carnage, 
who I faid was Secretary to the Conftitutional Society, 
4ind if he, his. books, &c. could but be got^ they would open 
a V2L& field of information to them. 



xt 



My pardon was fent for this night ; I did not read the letter, 
but Griffith told me it was for it, andlfaw him fign it. Seeing 
me fo zealous in their caufe, I was ordered to board with the 
Talk-mafter, to have a moderate allowance of drink, but 
not to make Dunn jealous. — This was Mr. Griffith's order, 
who related when Dunn was at his houfe, he drunk a 
-whole bottle of fhrub except one glafs. Paynter faid, he 
had drunk the JaTne d<y a bottle of fherry at his houfe, 
and the Taik-mafter remarked ** it was no wonder he was 
fo very drunk that night then." Griffith replied, laughing, 
" But I believe he had drank all day and began very 
early." Paynter faid. Yes. Griffith faid, I had not comfe 
up to Dunn's evidence: I muft think on fomething more; 
"it was of no ufe what I had faid. After a deal of common 
difcourfe, they went away about twelve o'clock, and I im- 
mediately went to bed. 

P *< Sunday, 
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^< Sntf Jbiy^ Jtmt iff. t walked round the giudens altUdft 
ill fbreaoon : aboat foar o'clock, Mr. Jofeph Hard]tiaii» Mr^ 
Braiidt> and many others came ; Hardman told them» I would 
now be an honeft man.-^randt faid I Had fenred Utt ; I 
Was an honeft fervant* but too ftiC X faid I was ftafftnoagh 
at fometimes i he faid it might be eaitly looked over when 
sl man was honeft $ he had no other fault to find with me ; 
Hardman iaid I ihould gain a deal of refped by a&ing the 
part I did« They then went away. 

" Parker then came (faid my wife and fifter, whom he 
had feen would vifit me this evening, but as it was very wet, 
t did not fee them this day.) He ftaid tea and we all drank it 
together, Parker, Dunn, myfelf, and the Tafk-mailer, and 
family : he departed foon after, and I went to bed ftion : hit 
(Paiicer's) difcourfe was the old over again. 

*' Monday, June 17. — ^Parker was with me by ten o^dock, 
-^aid, Mr. Grifiith was convinced I fcreened Walker ; he told 
me, I was doing myielf an injury by fo doing : they did not 
want to uke Walker's life ; but fomething which would 
fubjeft him to fine and imprifonment ; as they knew it waa 
him and others like him, who had led the ignorant aftray* 
and they did not wilh to hurt any poor man : he bid me re- 
member what I could to criminate Walker, and repeated 
again they did net want to touch his life ; he reminded me 
of the advantages I ihould reap, and of the dangeroua 
fituation I fhould leave myfelf in, if I could not declare 
what would be thought fufitcient to form an evidenco for the 
CrowUtf 

• • • 

** Tuefday, June i8.*^This mormng> vcty foon, Parker 
came down : he particularly deiired me to be feciont : told 
me I fhould fee a perfon, who I had never feen before ; faid 
upon the account I gave my life depended.'*-*The Taik-maf'* 
ter came to me; and faid, if I did not declare to the full ex- 
tent of my knowledge I moft certaanly* ihottU be Jumgei, as 

s wy 



my pardon was denl€d> and a periim was come dowib feat 
for the purpofe by Government^ to examine Donn's «vi« 
dence, and hear what I had to fay. 

*• I now applied to Dunn to know what evidence he hatf 
given J who faid tliat he had declared that the So- 
cieties were formed for the parpofe of learning the 
manual exercife, to affift the French to ere£t a form of Go^ 
vemment on a frefh foundation* and to abolifh Kingly 
power. He had fwore againil Walker, that he had faid he 
would as ibon guillotine the Kix^, as tear that bit o( 
paper; this he faid Walker had in his hand, when he mad^ 
the expreiliony and had been difcourfing on the effeds of 
war to this country; faid, that he had fwore likewife» that 
atWalker's* men learned the manual exercife, to affiil the 
French, ihould they land: and that from feven to twenty 
every meeting, at leaft, up to the fix weeks laft paft, did learn 
it for that very purpofe : and that Oliver Pearfall was the firft^ 
who did learn it them ; and if I would ndt join his «yidence» 
Oliver Pearfall muft be fent for. Againft Paul, he fwdre, that 
when the addrefs from the united Iriihmen addreifed to th6 
people of Scotland was read, he (Paul) did fay how mucJi 
he paid for an eftate there, and faid it was to fupport the 
Lord Lieutenant, who was King, and had 3000I. per annum, 
that he cufs'd the King and all Kings, and faid, if Scotlan4 
would join Ireland, it would take the foldiers, and if the 
French landed he would affift them. Agalnft Mr.Jackfon, 
George M^^Callum, Smith, Barrett, and myfelf, he fwore, that 
we curfed the King, and wiflied to guillotine him. 

** Here the perfon fpoke of, appeared with Griffith ; iie.exa«> 
min^d Dunn. Whilfl he was doing fo, theTaik-mafler, who I 
believe did it ont of charity to me, ejdiorted me, " for God's 
iake, and my &mily, to job Dam's e^deocc/' as di4 ftlii^ 
Parker, who went into the parlour again. WtejlPann's exa- 
mination wasiiniihed,! was called up ; the perfon fajid he would 
tell me his opioion ; which was, he thought 1 Ihould be triedi^ 
but if I chofe 10 fay any thing, he would take it <k>wn ; but it 

Pa would 
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would neither do mc good nor Harm. ■ I then faid I wouli 

let.him know what I had to fay upon the bufinefs. Here he 

wrote down what I faid, which if it never appears I hope 
ray friends will excufe my relating, and if it ever does, I 
declare it was the extorted efforts of a poor man to fave 
himfelf and family, as I thought then, from fhame and mi- 
fery ; encouraged thereto by the promifes ofperfons, whom 
even then I held in abhorrence, but thought I had no refuge 
clfe ; I accidentally faw Mr. Paul, who afliired me I fliould 
be fupported. I almoft blefled my imprifonment, and I am 
convinced, it was the Almighty's doing, that I might ac- 
quaint my friends of what they were accufed ; and by hav- 
ing alone ftuck to truth, in the minutes I have penned, I 
hope the counfel for myfelf and friends will be able to defeat 
thcfe vile machinations. 

*< Wednefday, June 19. — This day about noon I was libe- 
rated until the SeiHons by the bail of Mr. Allen Jackfon and 
Mr. Roberts. But fo anxious are thofe agents of the devil wh* 
would wLli for the gratification of their revenge even at the 
cxpence of perjuring the accufers, and taking away the life 
of the innocent, that I am informed, conftables ftopt every 
bridge to tak,e me for foroe new crime of which I know no- 
thing. 

''BENJAMIN BOOTH." 

^^ Manchefiefy June z\t I793»'* 



The detail of the treatment of Oliver Pearfall has already 
been given in the Appendix to the Trial No. 18. • I have 
only to add, that the Deputy Conftable therein mentioned, 
who informed Pearfall of one perfon who had received 
twelve guineas for his teftimony, and was gone home again, 
was Kinnaflron, the joint witnefs with Dunn uppn the triaL 



• It would be unneceflary to enlarge, in this publication, on any circum- 
iiances, or particulars, that have already been related in the Trial, or in the 
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And that Callaghan therein mentioned has declared^ that tie 
had been applied to, to join Dunn's evidence, which he would 
have done^ had it gone only to fine and a little imprifbnment; 
but that when he found there was meant to be blood in the 
•cafe, he would|]iave.nothing to do with it. 

Some time about this period was fold in the Hreets of Mao- 
cheller the following hand-bill, in which the reader will re- 
mark the merciful intention of the concluding paragraph :— 

«* Some PARTICULARS relating to a NEW DISCOVERY^ 
<which contains an Account £/* //J'f Accomplices if 
Tom Paink's Journeymen, ijabo nuere taken ^ 
Warranty and committed to Prifon on FridcN laji* 

*' The great number Of bills that have been circulated in 
Manchefter, fince the apprehending of Tom Paine's Jour- 
neymen, has given rife to a fufpicion, that a Conilitutional 
Society of this town muft have had fome concern in it, 
therefore it was thought neceffary (in order to prefcrve 
peace, and in future prevent fuch proceedings,) to. invel^ 
tig ate the fociety ; in which were found fome books and 
papers, which were immediately feized, and ycflerday 
feveral of the members were taken into cuftody, and com-*, 
mitted to prifon. 

^* The charges to be brought forward againft tliem, are» 
it is believed, of a very ferious nature.— The affair has 
caufed much converfation in the town, and no fmall bulUe 
with thofe concerned in it, as meafures are purfuing thai 
will bring the buiinefs to a fpeedy concluiion, and, it is 
expelled, to the fatisfadion of the public at large. 

** From this circumftance, there* is reafon to fufpe6l t*hat 
the COOPER (who was lately in fuch full bufmefs) wiU 
liow be out of employ ; alfo the black cat be driven from 
the family J and the two famous walks R3 (who arc alfo 

related 
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te&ted ta the zhort) be fhortly overtaken; and fioM 
mdkr of ibifi ftitfirians meet nvitb an antagomft nubofe aiihties 
ganfjiferior, Jias to hmry them from this ftage of life, no expenc^ 
wJd hi Jfoftd H have them interred in a manner fuitable to their 
ehara&ert eis a paul is already got t and a room is to he ufholftered 
vttth Uack faferJ**^ 



rjamin Booth being indided and tried at the Manchefler 
SefficMis in July^ 1793» was convided on the fole teftimony 
ofThomas I>unn> of damning the King. His teftimony was 
£redly contradided by Booth's filler. As the ejraminations 
of Dmrn and of this woman contain fome curious fads £ 
fceie prefent them to the reader. 

THOMAS. DUNN, 
Crojs-^xamned hy Mr. Lloyi>« 

^ What arc you I 

J^ A weaver. 

^ Where did you come from ? What part of Irehndf 

A* From Athlone in the county of Wefhneath. 

^ How long have you been in Manchefter ^ 

A. About three years;* 

^. What was your bi^inefs in Ireland I 

J, A weaver. 

^ JM you leave a wi& in Ireland i 

J* She came after me a few weeks. 

^ Did you leave one wife in Ireland ? 

J. She followed me fome time after. 

.^Wajr 
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:l^ Was yott ever empl<iyed by the Baft Indk C(mpaj i 
ji. No, 

^ Was yoa ever emplpf ed as a criffif ^ 

^. No* 

^ Not to pick np foMiers ? 

^. No- ' . 

* iU I belleire yov are ftot a Pj^teftaatl 

A. No— yes— -I was a Roman Catholic* 

' ^ Was you excommuiiicated fiom the Roman Quiiolie 
church / 

J, No> t defy any perfbn to prore it. 

]^ How long have yoa been ac(|aainted with Booth } 

ji. Seren or nght months particnlarly, 

j^ Who were prefent at his houfe with M^^Callixm and 
Smith ? Were his wife and fifter in the room ? 

A. Yes. 

^ You went there at fix o^ ock ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Yoa icnt for Burton ale ? 

Jf . Yes; 

^ TUs BuxtOA ale is very ftrong« Yoadrankireely of it} 

J. Yes, 

^ You never have been baptized ^ • 

uf. No, 



* Vide the Tiial, to which this is a Sequel^ pa|c l6k where Pbiui twMc 

llhait tihis queftun bad asvei bfca aiked hln. 

^ Yon 



4J. Yen joined In wifhing the French fuccefs ? 

jf. yes— and ajn forry for it. 

^ You were no friend to Kings, then f 

A. No, bat have changed my principles. 

^ How long have you lived in the New Bailey ? 

^. Six weeks. 

^ You furely wis notaccufed of any crime: Did you ^ay 
in prifon by your own confent I .- . 

^. No. I was taken np for circulating a feditious paper 
on War, an Addrefs to Mancheiler, figned Sydney. 

^ At that time you loved a little fcdhioA y 

A^ Yes. 

^ I am told you were not very fiiy at that time in ipeak- 
ing. Did you bring thefe principles from Ireland? 

A. No. 

^ You don't recolledl how much you had drank from fix 
to twelve o'clock I 

A. No. 

^ You fix the precife time the words were fpoken, about 
ten o'clock, and flaid drinking till twelve ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Was the previous converfation about the Faft day f 

A. I don't recollect, I drank Thomas Paine's health : we 
difapproved of the Faft day. 

9 

^ What was you charged with, when you was talceix 

A With circulating khe war paper, and was taken before 

the magiftrate. 

j^Ana 
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^ And you immediaitely gave information-i^idid yoQ 
drink fome fhrub and wine ? 

J. I did not drink fhrub and wine> but fome good porter ; 
it was the next day I drank ihrub. , 

^ Did you fend for the porter yourfelf ? 

J. No. 

^ Did you drink the porter before you turned evidence ? 

A. Before and after I turned evidence-— I had it from the 
man who took me up. 

^ Had you a good deal of porter ? 

J. Pretty well of it. 

^ How long after you were taken up» did you tumevir 

dence ? 

if. Immediately on my being taken up I turned evidence, 
I had refolved to do it a month before I was deteded. 

^ Was you drunk When you fully refolved to turn in* 
former f 

J, No. After I turned informer, I got pretty' forward 'ux 
liquor ; at mofl times I am fond of liquor. 

^ You was then brought here i 

J. Yes. 

^ And have been confined ever iince ? 

uf. Yes, feven weeks next Wednefday. 

^ Has there been any promife made you that you ihould 
be releafed, if Booth is conviAed ? 

ji. No. 

^Have 



^. I have been three or four times i^ the couadl chamber. 

i^ Was yo« fet t» wattfh tte bri4g^ ^, 

J. At the time Mr. fad was here, to fee who came to fee 
him, and who wovld noft* 

^ Thep you had the cuftody of Mi*. Paul ? • 

A. No. 

^ Though you fery^Mi had ■•ptomi*. dian Vyou expea 

^p be let out if Booth is conviaed ? 

A. No. 

^ When was you difcharged ? 

^ M». ©itfWi there (pstmiiig u^thtbi*^) *«*'«* "*^ 
to ftop, and faid I was no prifoner. 

% J>^ yw kwP^ ifrCaUjunr'^ dflg ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Did you get any thing by that trick ? 

\Hm Mr. Utydwas inttnu^id bf th Counfilfir the 
Pr9jecMtioH.\ 

^ Did you drink wine at Mr. Payntex's ? 

A. I don't recollea any thing of it. 

MARY BOOTH, 
Cro/i-ixamitud fy Mr. Toppi n c. 

• • • - 

^ Was " God fave the lOnft" (iwg, tb»t wght,. 41 what 
were the fongs i 

A* I don't recoUea. 



j^ Wken did yott rtxa^A 9kf ddiig #f -tkift tttnfiiAioiii ? 

-^. Laft Tliiiriaay. - 

^ Where wat it you iAd Mf. BeitMU thefe^votdit 

J. I went to Mr. Dennett* becaafe* Dunn had &id -thefe 
words on the Fail day, and I had heard Dunn had fw4>f n 
them af ainfl my br^tb^r, and Mr. Parker told me Dunn had 
fwom the contrary<— ^hat was contrary to the truth, 

^ When ? 

J* On Saturday afternoon, Parker came to my houfe the 
Saturday afternooh* the fecond time after* my bf other i^s 
taken up, and told me, Dunn had fwom againft my brother, 
and that it would go very hard with him, and defired I 
would ftrain my memory to aSft faiy brother, for to fay 
fomething againft Mr. Wjdker, that would either hang him, 
or drive him the cbuntryj aiid iaid, that was all they waitt- 
ed, and he was fent up from the jullices at the i^ew- 
Bailey. 

^ Who was pmfent when this coftverfation took place ? 

ji, Mr. Parker and myfelf. 

JOHN PARl;ER. 
Sxamiited fyMK. IvsriCB. Baylet. 

^ Whenr was Bmjamm Bwth a^rehended ? 

A, On Wednefday the 1 2th of June. 

^ What ^ yott do, or where was your on the Saturday 
afterwards ? 

A. A few days after I went to Booth's filler, to deftre her, 
if (he knew any diing refpefting the bi:kfiitef$ of B^janOn 
Bo9th, to relate it. 
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^ Qid you mention any thing re^pe&ing Mr^ Walhrf 

A. Something nvas /aid, but 1 dor^t recoUeB *wbat. 

^ Did you dc&re ker to recoUe&^^telliiig this woman to 
ftrain her memory ? 

J. No. 

^ Did you teU her, that you was ordered by the magif- 
trates to fay any thing to her ? 

J. No! 

i^ Did yon iay that her teftimony might have an effed 
to drive Mr. Walker out of the country ? 

A, No. 



Mr. Thomas Buttemvortb Boj^hy, the chairman of the Man- 
chelter SeiGons, gave ftrength to Parker* s evidence in his own 
&vour, by declaring, after Parker had been examined, that he 
knew him very well, and that he (Parker) was as refpeiEtable 
a man as any in Manchefter ; which declaration I underhand 
had great weight with the Jury. A gentleman who was 
prefent whilft Booth was tried^ and 'who had a very indiffer- 
ent opinion of Parler, afked Mr. Baj^lty, during the fitting 
cf the courts what knowledge he had of Parker ; Mr. Baylej 
replied, he knenu nothing of him, hut from often feeing him in 
that court, and that he appeared to he an a&itfe fpecial conftable.* 

The Rev. Mr. Griffith, junior, told a perfon, through whom 
it comes to me, that Dunn was a long time before he would 
fay any thing, but that, he (Griffith) out with a decanter of 
ilrong Hollands gin, or fiirub, and made the dog drunk, and 
then he began to open: that he (hewed him (Dunn) his 



* Soon after Parker gave this, evidence, he became infolvent \ and under 
drcumftances which were ytty £ff Cram joftifying the iiaxiSttx fo publicly 
given him by Mr. Juftkc £ffiej» 

examination 
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examination when he came to himfelf, and that he bad 
always ftood to it fince. The fame perfon has alfo heard the 
reverend magiftrate declare that he would not Jeave Walker 
a pair of (hoes—^he would ruin him. In conformity to this, 
Griffith, junior, has alfo declared in the prefence of other 
perfons, his readinefs to ftab Walker, and that he ^quld 
hang him if poffible. His treatment of Dunn is farther 
conoborated by the following declaiation«*«*- 

William Robinfon, Tafk-mafter, at the New Bailey prlfon, 
fays, when Thomas Dunn was placed under his care by the 
Reverend John Griffith, his orders were to humour and in- 
dulge him in any thing he had a mind to drink : he, there* 
fbre, let him have wine, rum, Hollands, beer, porter, &c 
his orders were alfo that he fhould dine at the Taik-mafter's 
table, have a good bed, &c. and Dunn's wife frequently 
lay with her hufband in the faid prifon; fays, Dunn frequently 
got drunk, and at that time always wanted more liquor tham 
he thought proper to give him : Dunn would then be exceed- 
ingly abufive, and frequently got liquor from the Turnkey. 
Dunn boarded with the Taik-maller from the 13th of June to 
the 6th of Auguft, 1793, nearly the whole o£ which time he 
fays, Dunn confidered himfelf a prifoner ; fays, Dunn borrowed 
of the governor, Mr. Furnival, eleven fliillings, in the name 
of John Griffith, but don't know whether the governor has 
been paid again or not. Robinfon fays, Dunn wanted him to 
charge two guineas a week for his board and liquor, and to 
give him a fhare of the overplus money ; (ays, Dunn did not^ 
Veceive the prifon bread. Griffith gave Robinfoa orders to 
let him have at leaft four or five pints of beer or porter be- 
sides other liquors per day. Dunn had alfo ten fhillings in 
money of Robinfon, which were paid him as part of the faid 
bill for Dunn's board and liquors, alfo for wine, eating and 
liquor for Parker, Dunn and Booth, and for Dunn's and Booth's 
wiveS; amounting in the whole to ^. ia« 6s. 6d. 
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COPY of the BILL,. 

«' Hie Rev. Mr. John GriiBtk, I>. Uutcbetter* 
** In acconnt witli Wim Robinfon, Taik*Aiafter* 

£• s, d. 
** To board wages ibr TJioxnas Dnnn> from June 

the I3t}i, to Aognft 6> 1793 - - ► - .7 16- • 
<' Ordered for BCr. Parker, Mis. Booth, &c. 

to wine - , - - . 
" To porter - - - - . 

'« To yiauab for Mrs. Booth 
<'.To ditto for Mr. Paiker 
'f To ijBall beer» paper> and candles 
** To Benjamin Booth's board four dap 
^ To wine for Booth's^ Dunn's, &t. wives 

*' On Dnnn's account to be added 
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Wm.Robinibn was paid the above account, in a check upon 
PeePs bank, by Mr. Simpibn, in Brown-ftreet, '' Treafnrcr 
" of an Aflbciation for preferving Conftitutional Order and 
** Liberty, as well as Property, againft the various efforts 
** of Levellers and Republicans, entered into at Bilanchefter, 
** the nth day of Dec. 1792.** 

Robinfon fays, when he firft law Dunn, it was at John Griffith's, 
and Dunn was then drunk. Griffith told Robinfon,. that Dunn 
£ad then drank a bottle of fhrub, or iherry, but he don't re • 
member which. Dunn told Robinibn, he thought of going, ta 
America, and they had difappointed him, otherwife he ihoufd 
not have done any thing of this kind, meaning, fwearing 
againft Walker, Paul, or others : he then (aid, he wiihed he was 
dead : he alfo told Robinfon he was to have hadihis place as 
Tafk-mafter at the New Bailey, but for his haviag to appear 
9 lA 
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in eyldence againft Walker, Paul, Collier, Jackfon, and 
ethers, and that it would look bad if he had it. Robinfon 
lays, Dann hurt his fingers, and defired his wife to give him 
a little riim to bathe tfiem; Ihe brought out a bottle nearly 
fiill; but Robinfon being caHed awity, Dum^le the rum, 
and drai^k it. As foon as Mrs. Robinfon miifed the rum, ihe 
went into Dunn's room, and accufed hiin iMrith filling the 
fom, and afted him, if he was not al^aU it WMid kill him ; 
he anfwered, he wilhed it would, for he w4&ed he was ^ead. 
Dunn was £oC well for two or three days alter. Robinfon 
fays, his fine feemed inlkraed and red the next day. At Ro- 
binfon was ordered to indulge Dunn in every thkig^ he had 
leave to go with hint to Makely Idli-biirying, or wake. 
Dunn ordered five (hillings worth of liquor* and pbeed the 
reckoning to John Griffith. Robinfon thinks the landlord's 
^ame is Travis, but is not fure ; it was a pnblkk houfe on 
the left hand fide. Robinfon enlifted Dunn at that houfe to 
Oiufe others to enlift ; fays, he enlifted' two other men, but 
Griffith let them ofiT. Robinfon was, and is, a reenuting fer<« 
geant, (that is, he has beating orders,) but at this time, was 
alfo Taik-mafter at the New^Bailey prifon. 

r It appears, however, that Dann had other refoutces^ than 
his friend the Rev. Juftice. He applied one time in particu« 
lar at Mr. Jofeph Hardman's (then one of the chief con^- 
ilables of the town, and the perfon fo frequently mentioned 
ijt Booth's narrative) for a little money, and iald, he could^a 
witK ten guineas, for the prefent. Whether he had it or not 
I do not know, as Mr. Jofeph Hardman was at that time in 
London. 

The afUvity of this Reverend Magiflrate feems to have 
obtained him much credit with the High Church Party in 
Manchefter, and its neighbourhood : fome of whqpi, in tef- 
timony of their approbation, publiflied the following adver-* 
tifement in Harrop's Manchefter Mercury of ^ly . 9tha 
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•* At a meeting of the Society for protc£ling Liberty and 
*« Property from Republicans and Levellers^ held at Mr. T. 
«* Hardman's, Crown and Cuibion, 

** It was unanimottfly refolvcd, 

<* That the thanks of this Society be tranfmltted to the 
" Reverend J. Griffith, M. A. one of his majefty's juilices 
** of the peace,, for his laudable exertions in bringing to 
** jttftice ^hofe who in any wife offend againft oar moft ex- 
** cellent form of Government, and that the following letter 
** be printed in both the Manchefker papers, and figned by 
*« the chairman. 

« Sir, 

** Truly fenfible of the many bleffings we enjoy under our 
•* prefent eftabliflied form of Government, and likewifc 
" being fully perfuaded of the advantages and utility, which 
•' maft naturally enfue from the Magiftracy being properly 
«• fupported* 

f As a Society which is founded on true ConHitutional 
•• principles^ — ^Permit us. Sir, to teftify our acknowledge- 
*< ment to you, for your very able, fpirited, and laudable 
•* exertions in bringing to light the hidden views of the in- 
•' veterate foes of this country, and by your indefatigable 
** exertions have almoft entirely rooted them out. 

*' Wc think it our duty, thus publickly to declare, our 
fentiments, ^d acknowledge that through your aftivity 
and juftly admired fpirit, the fadious crew of evil de* 
figning men^ plotting < to fubvert our much admired Go- 
•' vernmeilt, iind fubftitute Anarchy and Confuiion, have 
•* been entirely fruftrated, and their vile and wicked de- 
■^ figns li(|ught to light, 

^* We 
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" We arc ready on all occailons to ftep forward and 
«' fuppprt the M^Ulracy,^ and bring to jttftke all thofe 
« who wickedly, and nialicioufly> ol&ad igainft our mdft 
«* excellent form of Government*** 

" JOHN GIIXER> Chainnan.^» 



Dnnng ail Ckefe proceedings, although the Reverend 
Dodlor Griffith, alfo a Magiftrate, the father of the Juflice 
fo often mentioned, xiid not take a very public, he certainly 
did not take a very idle part. He has been heard to declare^ 
that if they (meaning his party) could but get Buller (mean- 
ing Judge Buller) down, they fhould get fome of them 
(meaning myfelf and the other defendants) hanged. 

The warrants iflued againft myfelf and fome of the other 
defendants, whofe Trial I have already publiflied, being for 
high treafon, it is reafonable to conclude, that the Reverend 
Magiftrate, in the common courfe of his duty, * would tranf- 
mit an account of the buiinefs to his Majefty's Secretary of 
State. 

That he did fo is prefumable from Mr. Shelton the clerk 
of the Arraigns f being fent down t6 Manchefter to take 
depo£tions. Mr. Secretary Dundas, at lead, could not be 



* Vide Burn's Juftice, Article Treafon. 

•f Mn Sbettott was, I am iiiformed, at Mr. Nathaniel Milne's, one of the 
ageats for the profecution agalnft myftlf and the Othef defendants, during hia 
(Mr. She1ton'8)ftay inMaochefter} and, I underftandi Mr. Shelton hlaift^d 
Mr. Gri£[ith very muchj and node a report of Dunn's evidedcd by no fiie^ns 
favourable to the further profecution of the proceedings aga^ us. Mr. Griffith^ 
indeed, has confeiTed that « they could not catmSt ff^alker.oi high treafon 
sow, becaufe << they had lOft the evidence of Bootby vl^bo was hstiled, antl 
« they had only one witoefs \ but as tby bad btgmtf be tbougbt ^ fituld . 
** go on,'* Mr. N. Milne once obferved, it was vtry extraordinary indeed* 
that, although he had a lift of feveral hundred DeinocratS} be Jould not 
ftoom another evidence. 

R ignorant 
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ignorant of what was going forward^ as appears by my ktti^r^ 
to him, and the converfation he had with Mr. Wharton On 
the fubjedl of my application.* 

» 

In additional proof of this communication, the Reverend 
Mr. Griffith has declared, that he is indemnified by Govern- 
ment ; and that at one time having only a verbal promife he 
was very uneafy, but that he had obtained a written indem- 
nification that morning : i. e. the morning he made this de- 
claration. 

Immediately previous to the trial at Lancader, of which 
I have given an account, there was a kind of apprehen- 
fion amongft fome of the High Church Party, whether well 
or ill founded I know not, of Dunn's running away from 
compundlion of confcience, or fome other reafon. One of 
the zealous adherents of the Church and King club, juft be- 
fore the trial, difpatched the following notice from Lancafter^ 
which was ftuck up at Mr. Brierley's, the Golden-crofs Ta- 
vern in Manchefler, to cheer the drooping fpirits of the 
friends to the good old caufe. 

• '« Sir, 

«^ I am truly happy to iky that Dunn is this moment ar- 
** rived, and is now in this houfe : let my clerk fhew this 
'' poflfcript at Mr. Harrop's fliop for the fatisfa£tion of the 
** friends of the King and Conflitution." 



How the trial terminated, the public already know ; but 
the reader will naturally enquire, by what means the profecu- 
tor Dunn, who was not worth one farthing, ihould be able* 
to bear the expence of an unfuccefsfal profecution, of wMch 
the pecuniary burthen fell fb heavy on the defendants who 
were acquitted ? 

I do not know who paid MeiTrs. Milne and Serjeant, the 
Manch^er agents for the profecuticm, nor can I yet tell at 

whofe 
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«riibfe command^ and at whofe charge, Mr. Shelton firft came 
down from London. ' 

If ihdividttals have taken all this trouble, borne this heavy 
expence, it is fingular they ihould remam unknown ; an4 ^t 
is hard, for their fakes, that conjeflure fhould be bufy in 
pointing out the perfons, or fhould balance upon the 
motives of private hatred, party rancour, and public 
fpiric 

If the public have defrayed this expence, if the Officers of 
Government have it in their power to apply the purfe of 
the nation to inflitute fuits againil individuals, whofe oppo- 
sition to public abufes may render them obnoxious, there is 
an end of the liberty of fpcech, the liberty of the prefs, and 
the liberty of the fubjed. There is no (landing againfl the 
forms and fidions of the law, when put in motion by the 
purfe of the Treafury. . Of what confequence is it, whether a 
man be imprifbned in a jail for life, becaufe he cannot pay 
a thouiand pounds as the expence of a law-fuit, or a thoufand 
pounds as a fine ? How many innocent and worthy men 
are there, whom the defence of the accufations againft 
us • would have compleatly ruined ! Gold may be bought ^ 

too 

* The expence and trouble attending the profecutions in which I have been 
involved, form a part only of the injuries which I have fufbined for venturing to 
be a friend to the rights of the people. The proofs I have of the iniidious and 
fyftonatic,' though unfufpedted, attacks upon my charafter and credit as a mer" 
chant, both at home and abroad, by thofe who expe&ed, and perhaps wifhe'd« 
that I ibould be overwhelmed by the profecutions againft me, are numerous. • 
But were I to purfue the offenders by legal means, my whole life would be 
fpent in litigation. 

There are, indeed, fome individuals, whofe generous and decided owduA 
on the occafipn of this trial has made an impicffion upon my mind, which w)ll 
never be erafed ; but the general treatment I have experienced has been fucli 
as I have ftated. On other occafions, befides the prefent trial, the courfe of 
jufliceto been obftniAed> op accoufitof my ital or fuppofei political prin- 
ciples. * • 
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too deair^ and (b may juftice : I ihottld be glad to obtam it, 
bttt I cannot afford it. 

Siidb are the fads» which I have thought it right to fubmit 
to the coniideration of the public. The reader will draw 
his own concluitoa< from this narrative. My own experience 
has por&dlly convinced me^ 

I ft. That of all the corporations (the privileged orders) 
of this kingdom, the Clergy are* the moft fore upon the 
fubjedl of reformation. The political corporations, in ge- 
neral, feem to confefs, that they might poflibly bear fome 
IHght excifidn by the hand of a dexterous but delicate 
operator ; but the Clergy, cling with the utmoft per- 
tinacity to the whole and every (even the minuteft) part 
of their fyftem : it is a " /7oli me tangere ;" it will bear no re- 
form : they feem decidedly convinced, that it would die 
under the operation of amendment. I believe the borough 
of Old Sarum will be much fooner given up than the Atha- 
naiian Creed. 

2dly, The ancient conferva tors of the peace ^ere elefted 
by the people. Thefe have been fuperfeded by Juftices of the 
Peace nominated by the influence of the Crown. Next to the 
Clergy (very many of whom are alfb Juftices) this fet of men 
have been the moft adive againft political djfcufiion and re- 
ibrmation, and the moft prominent and obfequious agents of 
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1 do not quit!e itoderftaiid upoo what autkor^ty letters, fuch as the following, 
^IKTtt unfMt^ly fent by ih^ Uodcr-ShcrUFto fome of tibe Jurors fttmmoned upoa 
OHS tsrial &R- aconifiracy.: 

<' sm, 

« The Sbfi9# wilr Qipife yamt atteoduiet on the Jury at tlie next 

*' Your- obodicot fiavauit, 

«« JOHN BftKlWG'FOm'*^ 

miniftertal 
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laimfteml alam. The feverities of the Tarkilb oppieffior o# 
millions are little felt by the multitnde^ 2n compariftm witk 
thpfe of the petty delegates of fbperior tyranny^ who fwarm 
throughout that despotic empire. Nor is die weight of tythes 
and taxes in this country a ^rthen io heavy upon a neighbour^ 
hood, as the afeded loyahy of a few upftart, thorough-paced, 
minifterial Juftices of the Peace. When the day of reformation 
fhall come, (as come it muft) it is to be hoped the people wilt 
reclaim their ancient privilege of elefting thefe magiftrates 
themfelves. Too many of them of late days have been 
recruiting officers for the war, inflead of Juftices of the 
Peace. 

3dly, That there is little or no dependance io be placed 
upon thofe, who ^.ealoufly mix religious with political quef- 
tions, or who only from (e&znzn motives join in political fo- 
cieties. The C^fTenters of this kingdom have been at the 
commencement of almoft every ftibje€): of liberal difcuffion 
of late years. But, however coniiftently and difinte- 
reftedly many of them have a£ied, they have, as a body, 
conftantly fallen (hort of their own principles ; they have ex- 
cited oppoiition, which they have never compleatly fupported ; 
and through fear, or fome other motive, they have been fo 
ftrongly the advocates of an overftrained BM)deration, that 
they have rather been the enemies than the friends of thofc 
who have ventured the moft, and effected the moft for the 
rights of the people* 

4thly, That in all political focieties, befide due caution in 
the admffion of naembers, all the proceedings ought to be 
conduced on the fuppofttion, that they may, at one time or 
other, or by one mean or other, be made J)ublic, commented 
on, and even perverted-, by the adverfaries of the principles 
they may contain. It is evident, that the habit of expreffing' 
with accuracy and forethought the fentrments intended to 
be conveyed, is of very gpcat importance to the future 
fofety, as well as the reputation, of fuch focieties. The want 

. . of 
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tfihis, wUch education coiuributes To eflentially to fttppTy^ 
kas been the great ilumbling Mock of the focieties which 
kavebeen formed amongft the poorer clafles of the people.-— 
They have not wanted integrity, good meaning, or good 
(enfe; but they have failed in the phrafeological cantioiL 
veceilary in critical times, and to perfons whofe proceedings 
would infallibly be attacked by every quibble of le^ 
ingenuity. 

5thly, That almoil all the attacks upcMi individuals, whicli 
the enemies of Liberty have direftly or indiredly ventured 
upon, and which have kept in the back ground fo many mea 
cf good intentions, but whom an excefs of caution, or 
a timid kind of prudence has prevented from a£ting, has 
l^een owing to the want of fleadinefs and concert amongfl the 
friends of Liberty themfelves.-^The timid defert the bold> 
till the bold become cautions of fupporting each other with 
tlieir prefence, and unable to do fo with their property. 

Neither the Birmingham riots, nor the Manchefter riots, 
nor the Nottingham riots, nor the profecutions, public or 
private, whicli have taken place, would have happened, had 
not tJie timidity and want of union amongH the friends of 
freedom, emboldened their enemies. Temper and modera> 
tion are truly valuable; but the profefiionally temperate ^ 
and moderate men, have been the firft deferters from, and 
have uniformly done infinite mifchief to^ the rights of the . 
people. 

ftihly. That men who mean to do good, muft not look for 
their reward, or the eiFeft of their exertions, during the 
exiting generation. Such an effed they may, indeed, live to 
fee, but it cannot be counted upon. Thofe wha are not 
capable of adling upon this hazard, are not the men, upon 
whom the public can fully depend ; or who can purfue a 
great plan of public utility with fatisfa£lion to themfelvea. 

5 7^^y^ 
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7tUy, That the fum and fubftance of all the hazard which 
the friends of freedom ran> of all the evils which the peopled 
fuiFer> and of all the political iniquity, pad;, prefent, and to 
come, is founded upon, and comprized in, die want of a com> 
jpleat and univerfal fy&em of public education, 

Whjr are the mafs of the people, the pooi*er clafs, the 
fwinilh multitude, as Mr. Burke contumelioufly terms them, 
fo generally adverfe to their firiends, and fo blindly the dupes 
of their oppreflbrs ? 

Becaufe they are ignorant. 

Why do the middling clafs, the more informed amongd the 
public, hefitate upon felf-evident proportions, wherein they 
are fo materially interefled ? • ' 

Because they are at beft but half informed — becaufe they 
have been in. the habit of believing that men, who are often 
more ignorant than themfelves, have the excluilve monopoly 
of political knowledge. 

Why do the efforts of the moft ardent and enlightened 
nen of the nation, upon political fubjefls, become gradually 
weak, carelefs, ineffedual, unfuccefsful ? 

Becaufe they know and feel the^ difficulty of perfuading 
men who are ignorant of, and therefore dead to, their own 
intereils— they know that the feed of knowledge is fown 
upon barren ground ; they doubt of its growth, they defpair 
of feeing any effeft from their exertions ; and they are un- 
willing to become the vi6lims of thofe, whom they arc 
labouring to ferve. 

Ignorance — ^Public Ignorance is the fole caufe of Political 
Evil, and the great Bane of Human Happinefs. 



THOMAS WALKER. 
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EXTRACTS from Mr. ARTHUR YOUNG's TRAVELS in 

FRANCE, 

Puriiig the Years 1787, 1788, and 1789. — p. 532 to 546,^0. Chap. XXIJ. 

Tirfi Edition. I79». 

ON THE REVOLUTION OF FRANCE. 

X HE grofs infamy which attended Letters de Cachet^ and 
»* the Baftile, daring the whole reign of Louis XV. made them 
*' eileemed in England, by people not well informed, as the 
" moll prominent features of the Defpotifm of France. They 
** were certainly carried to an excefs hardly credible ; to .the 
'* length of being fold with blanks, to be filled up with 
<' names, at the pleafure of the purchafer \ who was thus able^ 
** in the gratification of private revenge, to tear a man from 
'' the bofom of his family, and bury him in a dungeon, whei^ 
** he would exift forgotten, and die unknown ! * — But fuch 

«* excefles 



"* *< An anecdote, which I have from an authority to be depended on» wJl 
« explain the profligacy of government in refped to thefe arbitrary imprifon- 
*' ments. Lord Albermarle, when AmbaiTador in France, about the year 
<< 1753, negotiating the fixing of the limits of the American Colonies, whiph 
*^ three years after produced the war, calling one day on the Minifter fw 
" Foreign Aflairs, was introduced, for a few minutes, into his cabinet, while 
^< he finiihed a fhort converfation in the apartment, in which he ufually re - 
" cdved thofe who conferred with him. As his Lordihip walked backwar(^a 
" and forwards, in a very fmall room (a French Cabinet is never a lai^e ctnej 
<* he could not help feeing a paper, lying on the table, written in a large 
« legible hand, and containing a U(( of the prifoners in the Baftile, in which 
'* the firft name vras Gordon. When the Minifter entered, Lord Albermarle 
5< apologized for his iavolcuitarily lemarkiog the paper ^-Hhc other replied, 

s <«tlm 
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** exceifes could not be common in any country ; and thejr 
** were reduced almoft to nothing from the acceflion of the 
*' prefent King. The great mafs of the people, by which I 
*' mean the lower and middle ranks, could Aifer very little 
" from fuch engines ; and as few, of them are obje6ts of 
*' jealoufy, had tiiere been KOthlug ^fe to tomplain of, it is 
*^ not probable they would ever have l^en brought to take 
** arms. The abufes attending the levy of taxes wcte heavy 
*' and univerfal. The kingdom was parcelled into generalities, 
*' with an intendant at the head of each, into whofe hands the 
<' wiiole |>Qwer of the Crown was delegated for every diiwg» 
" except the military authority ; but particularly for all 
«* affairs of finance. The generalities were fubdivided into 
" eled^ions, at the head of which was a Sub-delegue, appointed 
** by the intendant. The rolls of the TailUf Cifiituion, 
" ViTtgtiemSy and other taxes, were diilributed among ^if- 
** trials, pariihes, and individuals, at the pleafwe of the 
•* intendant, who could exempt, change, add, or dtmini^^ at 
<' .pleafure. Such an enormous power conHantly acting, and 
*^ from wbick no man was fr^e, muHj in* the natiire of thin(gB> 
** degenerate, in many cafes, into abfolute tyranny. It muft 
« be obvious, that the friends, acquaintances, and dependents 
^ of the intendant, and of all his Sub-iiekguetf and the friends 
V of tfaefe A-iends^ to a long chain of dependence, might be 



V that it wiS4Wt of the leaft confequence, for they made no fecret of the names. 
" Lord A. then fald, that he had feen the name of Gordon firft in the lif};, 
^< and he begged to know, as in all probability the perfon of this name was a 
^' Britilh fubjedl, on what account he had been put ,into the Baftile, The 
*<* Miniiler told him, that he knew nothing of the matter, but would make 
*' the proper inquiries. The next time be faw Lord Albermarle, he informed 
'< him, that, on inquiring into the cafe of Gordon, he could find no perfon 
^< who could give him the leaft information \ on which he had had Gordon 
'' himfelf interrogated, who folemnly affirmed, that he had not the fmalleft 
*' knowledge, or 6ven fiifpicion, of the caufe of his imprifonment, but that 
*' he had been confined 30 years j however, added the Mioifter, I ordered 
<< him to be immediately releafed^ and he is now at large.'* Such a caiie 
'wants no comment. 

5 ' •* favoured 
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«» fevouted in taxation, at the cxpence of tkelr ifiiferable 
neigkbours; and tliat Noblemen in fayoiir at Qouct, to vekofe 
protedlion the intendant himrelf would naturally look up 
could find little difficulty in throwing much of the weight 
'< of theif taxes on others, without a fimilar fapport^ In* 
•* ftances,. and even grofs ones, have been reported to me, in 
many parts of the kingdom, that made me ihudder at the 
oppreffion to which numbers muft • have hpen condemned, 
" by the undue favours granted to fuch crooked influence. 
'' But without recurring to fuch cafes. What muft have been 
'* the llatc of the poor people paying heavy taxes., from 
*< which the Nobility and CJergy were exempted ?. A cruel 
" aggravation of their mifery, to fee thofe who could beft 
** afford to pay, exempted becaufe able !— -The inrolments 
•« for the militia, which the Cahiers call, an injuftke 'without 
example, * were another dreadful fcourge on the peafantry ; 
•* and as -married men were exempted. from it, occafioned in 
fome degree that mifchievous population, which. brought 
beings into the world in order for little elfe than to be 
flarved. The cor^vees, or police of the roads, were annually 
*' the ruin of many hundreds pf Farmers ; more than 300 
were reduced to beggary in filling up one vale in Loraine ; 
all thefe oppreffionjs fell oa the tiers etat only ; the Nobility 
and Clergy having been equally exempted from taiUet^ 
militia, and corvees. The penal cqde of finance makes one 
*' fhudder at the horrors of punilhment inadequate to the 
** crime, f A few features will Efficiently charafterize the 
** old government of France : 



«« 









€€ 



I . Smugglers of fait, armed and afTembled to tlie number 

of five, in Pro ventre, a fine of ^00 liv. and nine ye<frs gallies i 

— ^in all the red of the kingdom, IXeatk, 

*« 2. Smugglers 

• " N(fi. Brie^, p. 6. Scq. *c." 

f " It is calculated by a writer {Recbercbet et CmJiJ. far M, U Baron dt 

«' Cormer/, torn. a. p. 187.) very well informed on every fubjeft of finance, 

** that, upon aa aTcr»ge| th«re were annually taken up| and fent to prifon, or 

. ' ' S» the 
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** 2. Smugglers armed, alTembled^ but in number under 
♦' five, a fine o/$oo liv. and three years gaJIies. Second oiFen€ej 
^ Death, 

" 3. Smugglers, without arms, but with hories, carts> or 
** boats, a fine of 300 liv. if not paid^ three years gallies. Second 
*' offence, 400 liv. and nine years galiies.-^ln. Dauphine, fecond 
** offence, gaUies for life. In Provence, five years gallies. 

** 4. Smugglers, who carry the fait on their backs, and with- 
*' out arms, a fine of 200 liv. and, if not paid, are fiogged and 
'* branded. Second offence, a fine of ^00 liv. and fix yean 
" gal/ies. 






5. Wpmen, married and fingle, fmujg^glers, firft offence, 
a fine of 100 liv. Second, 300 liv. Third, fiogged, cuid 
" Sonified the kingdom for life. Hujhands rejponfible both in fine 
** and body, 

" 6. Children, fmugglers, the fame as women. — Fathers and 
** mothers rejponfible » and, for defied of payment, fiogged, 

<* 7. Nobles, if fmugglers, deprived of their Nobility i and 
'' their houfes razed to the ground. 



•« the gailies, Men 2340. "Women 896. Children aoi. Total 3437.— 

** 300 of thefe to the gallics, (torn. i. p. ii».). "^l** ^^ confifcated from 

'< thefe miferables amounted to 12,633 quintals, whichf at the mean price 9^ 

<' 8 liy. are^ ~ ..--.•- 101,064 liv. 

*i zjjz lb. of faltcd fleflj, at io». . - 1,386 

<< 1086 horfes, at 50 liv. - - 54»30o 

" 5» carts, at 150 liv. - - 7,80a 

*« Fines, - - - - . 53,207 

** Seized in houfes, - - - 105 > 5 3^ 

323,287" 



i€ 



8. Anj 



.^i 



f »33 ) 

^ 8. Any perfons in en^ployments (I fuppofe employed in 
*' the (alt woijcs or the revenue^) if fmugglers, Det^b. And 
^ £tch as aflifl in the theft of fait in the tranfport^ hanguL 






9. Soldiers fmaggling, with arms, are hanged i without 
zitas, ^aJlUs fw life* 



** 10. Buying finuggled fait to re^fell it> the fame punijhmeiai 
*' as for fmugglingm 






1 1 . Perfons in the fait employments, emftrjuered if t-wv^ 
or om nuith fvao luttuej/es, t« enter and examine houfes even of 
the privileged orders • ' ' 



^'12. All faffldies and perfons liable to the taHIe, in the 
*' provinces of the drandes Gahelles inroUed, and their con- 
*'*fumption o£ fait for thtPot and Salierie (that is the daily 
«* confumption, exclufive of faltingmeat, &c. &c.) eilimatei 
** at feven pounds a head per annum, which quantity they are 
*' forced to buy whether they want it or not, under the paim 
** of various fines according to the cafe. 

«' The Ccfitaineries, were a dreadful fcourge on all the 
** occupiers of land. By this term is to be underflood the 
«* paramonntihip of certain ,dillrj^s, granted by the King, to 
<' Princes of the blood, by which they were put in poffeiiioa 
« of the property of all game, even on lands not belonging to 
*' them ; and what is very fingular, on manors granted long 
*' before to individuals ; fo that the erefting of a dillrid into 
** a Cafitainariey was an alienation of all manerial rights to 
•' game within it. This was a trifling bufinefs, in comparifon 
" of other circumflances ; for in fpeaking of the prefervation 
** of the game in thcfe Ci^itaineries, it muft.be obferved that 
** by game muft be underftood whole droves of wild Boars, 
'* and herds of deer not confined by any wall or pale, bat 
*' wanderingi at pleafure, over the whole country, to die de- 
*' ftruflion of (H-ops ; and to the peopling of the gallies by the 

*' wretched 
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* wretched pea(ant9, who prefumed to kill them, in order' to 

** (ave that food which was to fapport their helpleTs children. 

«' The game in the Capttaiiterie of Montceau, is four parifhes 
only, did mifchief to the amount of 184,263. liv. per 
annum.* No wonder then that we Ihould find the people 
afking, '' Nous demandons a grand cris la deftru&ion des Capi^ 
tainaries l^ celle de toute forte de gihier.'^f And what are 
we to think of demanding, as a favour, the permif- 

'* (ion—** De nettoyer fes grains de faucher les pris artifi- 
dels, et d^enlever fes chaumes fans egard pour la perdrix 
ou tout autre gihier** J Now, an Englilh reader will 

" fcarcely underftand it without being'told, that there were 
numerous edids for preferving the game which prohibited 

*< weeding and hoeing, left the young partridges ihould be 
difturbed ; fteeping feed, left it thould injure the game ; 
manuring with night foil, left the flavour of the partridges 
ihould be injured by feeding on the corn fo produced; 
mowing hay, &c. before a certain time,' fo late as to fpoil 
many crops ; and taking away the ftubble, which would 

•* deprive the birds of fhelter. The tyranny exercifed in 
thefe Capitaineriesi which extended over 400 leagues of 
country was fo great that many Cahiers demanded the utter 
fuppreffion of them.§ Such were the exertions of arbitrary 
power, which the lower orders felt direftly from the royal 
authority ; buj, heavy as they were, it is a queftion whe- 
ther the others, fufFered circuitoufly through the nobility 
and the clergy, were not yet more oppreffive ? Nothing 
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• " Cabier du tiers etat. de Meaux, p. 49. 

-f ic I de Mantti (^ Meulan, p. 3S. 

% " Jhid, p. 40.— -Alfo iVo^. (H tiers etat. df Perwnef p. 42. Dt treii ordrei 
^deMmtfort^ p. 28. 

§ " Clergede Provim fe? Montereau, p. ^^,^^lerge* departs, p. 25.— ^C/erfi^ 
«* de Menses (^ Meulan, p. 45, j^B.^^/erge de Latn, ^. H.^^Nth. deNemoursp 
** ?• ^I'^^Nob, de Pads, p. »2.^-^<?i. de Jtras, p. 29. 
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•• can exceed the complaints made ia the Gahiert ander thit 
♦» head. They fpeak of the difpenfatlon of jutlice in the 
«' Manerial Cotirts-, as comprizing every fpecies of Defpo- 
♦* tifm : the diftriAs indetermiiiate-*-appeal's endleft— irrecon- 
" cilcable to Liberty and Profperity ■ and irrevocably 
** profcribed in the opinion of the public • — augmenting 
*' litigations— favouring every f^^ecies of chicane^^niining 
•' the parties— not only by enormous expences on the moft 
♦• petty objcdfa, but by a dreadifiil lofs of time. The judges 
« conimonly ignorant pretenders, who hold their courts in 
** Cabarets^ and are abfolutely dependent on the Seigneurs, f 
<« Nothing can exceed the force of expreffion ufed in paint- 
*' ing the oppreffions of the Seigneurs, in confequence of 
*' their feudal powers. They are «^ Vex€Utora qui font le plus 
** grand fliau dts feufies* X~^Efclavage affligeofit, §*^C^ regime 
i/^^«i/J. |l-»— That the feodalite be for ever abolilhed. 
** The countryman is tyrannically enflaved by it. Fixed 
«* and heavy rents; vexatious proceffes to fecurc them; ap- 
** pteciated unjuftly to augment them : rents, Solidaires, and 
** Revencbahles ; rents, cheantes, and le^vantes ; fumages. Fines 
*' at every change of the .property, in the direft as well as 
** collateral line ; feudal redemption (retraite ;J £nes on fale, 
** to the 8th and even the 6th penny ; redemptions (racbats) 
*f injurious in their origin> and ftlU more fo in their exten- 
<< fion : baaalite of the mill, f of the oven, and of the wine 



* ** lUttMeSy art. 12. 

^ ** Nevernois, art. 43. 

J " Tier etat. de Fannes, p. 24. 

^ « T. Etat. Cltrmont Ferrandy p. 52. 

I « T. Etat. Atxtrrcy art. 6. 

^ « By this horrible law, the people are bound to grind their corn at the 
*( mill of the Seigneur only ; to prefs their grapes at his prefs only \ and 
** to bake their bread in>hisOYea$ by which means the bread is often fpoil- 
«< ed, and more efpecially wine, fince in Champagne thofe grapes whicht 
** prefled immediately, .would make white wine, will^ by waiting for the 
*< fXfUy whiwh often happens^ make red wine only* 

«'and 
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'* and cydcr-prefs ; Coruees by cnfiom ; Coruks by aiage of 
^' che fief ; Corvees^ eftabliihed by iinjufl decrees ; Coruees ar-^^ 
«« bitrary, and even phanuftical ; fervitodes ; pre/tationsy cx-^ 
*' trzvsLgsknt and bu^rtheRibme ; colle^ons by afifeilments' 
** incoUe^Uble ; a<veuxp minus, im^m£€metu ; litigations ruin^ 
^ oas and without end : the rod of Seigneoral finance for 
••ever fhaken over our heads; vexation, fuiav outrage, 
** violence, and deftrudiive fervitude, under wMch the pea- 
•* fents, almoft on a level with poliih flaves, can never birc 
•• be mtferable, vile, and oppreffed.* They demand alfo^ 
•' that the ufe of hand-mills be free f and hope that pofterity, 
** if pofiible, may be ignorant that feudal tyranny in Bre- 
•• tagne, armed with the judicial power, has not blufhed, 
** even in thefe times, at breaking hand-mills, and at felling 
^ arniually to the nwferable, the faculty of bruifing betweenr 
'* two ilones a meafure of buck-wheat or barley.J: The very 
•* terms of thefe comj^aints are uiiknown in England* and 
•* confequently untranflatable : they have probably arifeir 
*' long fince the feudal fyftem ceafed in this kingdom. 
•* What are thefe tortures of the peafantry.. in Bretagne, 
•* which they call Chevanches, quintaines. Joule, /out de^ foi/on, 
•* baifir de marriees ; chan/ons ; tranjporte d^auf fur un charette ; 
**JiIe/jce des grefteuilles ; ^ Cowee a mifericorde ', mtlods^ ladet 
" couponage-y Cartelage\baragt', fouage\ marechaujj[ee% ban*vini 
•' ban d^aouf'y trouj/es; gelinage; d'verage ; taiHabiltte ; 'vingtaini 
** Jierlage ; bordclage ; rmnage ; ban de 'vendanges, droit d* accapte.^ 
•' In palling through many of the French provinces, I was 
' •• ilruck with the various and heavy complaints of the farm- 

» ■'■- II H ■ III ■- I I II . II !■! I I II p M l—— I 11— —^^—l^ 

• « Tieri etat. Rennes, "p. 155, 

. J ** Rennes, p. 57. 

§ " This IS a curious article : when the lady of the Seigneur lies iiv 
** the people are obliged to ieat the 'waters in marOiy dlftri6ls> to keep 
** the ^ga iilent) that ihe may not be didurbed i this duty, a very op* 
«* preflive one, is commuted into a pecuniary fine. 

. % " Rcjumeda Cotters^ torn. iu. p. 316, 317V 
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* trs and little proprietors, of the feudal grievances ^ith 
•* the weight of which their induftry was burthened ; but 
'* I could not then conceive the multiplicity of the fhackles 
^' which Jcept them poor and deprefTed. I underftood it 
*' better afterwards, from the converfation and complaints 
" of fomc grand Seigneurs, as the Revolution advanced ; 
•^ and I then learned, that the principal rental of many 
** eftates coniiiled in fervices and feuaal tenures j by the 
•' baneful influence of which the induftry of the peoj)Ie 
*' was almoft exterminated. In regard to the oppreffions 
" of the clergy, as to tythes, I muft do that body a juf- 
** tice, to which a claim cannot be laid in England. 
** Though the ecclefiaftical tenth was levied in France 
«* more feverely than ufual in Italy, yet was it never ex- 
** aded with fuch horrid greedinefs as is at prefent the 
«« difgrace of England. When taken in kind, no fuch 
•' thing was known in any part of France, where I made 
'^ enquiries, as a tenth: it was always a twelfth, or a 
*' thirteenth, or even a twentieth of the produce. And in 
*' no part of the kingdom did a new article of culture 
" pay any thing : thus turnips, cabbages, cloxtr, chico- 
*' ree, potatoes. Sec. &c. paid nothing. In many parts, 
*' meadows were exempted. Silk worms nothing. Olives 
*' in fome pkces paid^ — in more they did not. Cows no- 
'* thing. Lambs from the 12th to the 21ft. Wool nothing. 
** Such pildnefs in the levy of this odious tax, is abfb- 
'' lutely unknown in England. But mild as it was, the 
** burthen to people groaning under fo many other oppref- 
*' fiohs, united to render their fituation fo bad, that no 
*' change could be for the worie. But thefe were not all 
** the evils with which the people ftruggled. The .admi- 
•^ niftration of juftice was partial, venal, infamous. I have 
*' in converfation with many very fcnfible men, in different 
** parts of the kingdom, met with fomething of content 
** with their Government in all other refpedls than this ; but 
*' upon the queftion of expe£ting juftice to be really and 
4* faixly adminifteredj every one confefled there was no fuch 

T « thing 



€€ 
€€ 






{ l^^ ) 

** thing to be looked' for. The conduft ef the parliamtnt^ 

** was profligate and atrocious. Upon almoft every caufe 

** that came before them, intereil was openly maxk with the 

'' judges ; and woe betided the man> whoy with a caule to * 

fapporty had no means of conciliating favour, either by 

the beanty of a handfome wife, of by other methods* It 

" has been faid by many writers, that property was as fecurc 

'« under the old Government of France^ as it is ia. England ; 

and the afTertion might pofiibly be true,, as far ^ any 

violence from the King, his miniflers, or the great was con- 

*' cerned : but for all that mafs of property, which comes in* 

« every country to be litigated in courts of jnftice, there 

" was not even the (hadow of fecurity, unlefs the parties 

** were totally and equally unknown, and totally and equally 

"honeft; in eyery other cafe, he who had the bcft intcreft 

« with the judges, was fure to be the. winner. To refle£dT!g 

** minds, the cruelty and abominable practice attending fuch 

'* courts- are Efficiently apparent. There was alfo a^ cir- 

** cumii^ance in the conflitution of theie parliaments^ but 

" little known in England, and which, under fuch) aj govern- 

*' ment as that of France, muft be coniidfcred as very (ingidar. 

*< They had the power, and were in che conHant pra^ice of 

<<>ifruing decrees, without the confent of the crown> and 

*' which had the force of kiws- through the wh9ie:of their 

" jurifdidtion ; and of all other Isifsv thefe were fure to be the 

'' beft obeyed ; for as all infringi^msnts of them were brought 

<' before Sovereign courts, compofed of tte ^me- peHbns- 

< ^ who had enabled fiheie law« (a horrible fyftem of tyraimy I) 

"• they were certain- of being punifhed with the laft feverity. 

*''\t muft appear Grange, in a Government fo defpotic in* 

''-iS»nier6fpe£ls> as that of France^ to fee tlie parliaments iu 

"•ev^ry part of the kingdom, making laws without the 

''King's confent, and even in defiance of his authority. 

**^ The Englifh, whom I met in France in 1789,. w-ere ikr- 

" prized to fee fome of thefe bodies iiTuing arrets againft the 

•« export of corn out of the provinces fubje^ v^ their jurif- 

** di^ion, into the oeighbowing pr<?vincesi at the &m^ time 

5 ' « that 
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" that the King, through the organ of fo popular a minifter 
as Mons. Necker, was decreeing an abfolutely free tranf- 
''' port of corn throughout the kingdom, and even at the 
requifition of the National Aflembly itfelf. But this was 
nothing new ; it was their common pradlice. The parlia- 
« ment of Rotten paffed an arret againft killing of calves ; it 
*' was a prepofterous one, and oppofed by adminiilration ; 
** but it had its full force ; and had a butcher dared to offend 
^' againft it, he would have found by the rigour of his pu- 
** niflimcnt, who was his mafter. Inoculation was favoured 
« by the court in Louis XV's time ; but the parliaaicRt of 
'* Paris paffed an arret againft it, much more effedive ia 
<' prohibiting, than, the favour of the court in encouraging 
'^ that pra&ice. Inftances are iaaumerable, and I may 
*' remark, that the bigotry, ^ignorance, felfe principles^ 
^* and tyranny of thefe bodies were generally confpicuous ; 
" and that the court (taxation excepted,) never had a 
'^ difpute with a parliament, but the parliament was {ure 
*^ to be wrong. Their conftitution, in refped to the ad- 
'^ mimfhratioil of juftice, was fo truly rotten, that the 
" members fat as judges even in caufes of private pro- 
*' perty, in which they were themfelves che parties, and have, 
'' in this capacity, been guilty of oppreiI10B& and cruelties, 
*< which the Crown has rarely dared toattempt. 

*' It is impofiible to juftify the exceffes of the people on 
'* their taking up arms; they were certainly guilty of cruel- 
*' ties ; it is idle to deny the fadbs, for they ha.ve been proved 

' <' too clearly to admit of a doubt : itut is tt rttJly the people 
*' to twhom fwe are to impute the n/^oU? or to their tfpr^orf, 
*' fwho hetd kept them fi Ung in a ftau of bondage f He who 

• ** chufes to be ferv^ed by (laves, and by ill-treated flaves,inaft 
'' know that he holds both his property and life by a tenure 
♦* far different from thofe who prefer the fervice of well-treated 
'* freemen; and he who dines to the mailc of groaning fuf- 
** ferers/muft not, in the moment of infurredioni complain that 
*^ his dMghters are jraviihed, and theo deftroyed » and that his 
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" fons throats arc cut. When fuch evils happen, they furdy 
«• are more imputable to the tyranny of the' mader, than to the 
" cruelty of the fervant. The analogy holds with the French 
'« peafants :— the murder of a Seigneur, or a chateau in flame$, 
** is recorded in every news-paper ; the rank of the perfon who 
<«' fufFers, attrafts notice ; but where do we find the regiftcr of 
•* that Seigneur's oppreffions of his peafantry, and his exa£lions 
^* of feudal fervices from thofe whofe children were dying around 
** them for want of bread ? Where do we find the minutes that 
•* afligned thefe ftarving wretches to fome vile pettifogger, to 
*« be fleeced by impofitions, and a mockery of juftice, in the 
•* Seigneural Courts ? Who gives us the awards of the Intend- 
<' ant and his fidh-delegueSf which took oiF the taxes of a man of 
'' fafhion, and laid them- with accumulated weight on the poor, 
*' who were fo unfortunate as to be his neighbours ? Who has 
*' dwelt fufficiently upon explaining all the ramifications of def- 
c' potifm, regal, arillocratical, and ecclefiailical, pervading the 
•« whole mafs of the people ; reaching, like a circulating fluid, 
'' the moft diftant capillary tubes of poverty and wretchednefs \ 
** In thefe cafes, the fufiFerers are too ignoble to be known, and 
** the mafs tooindifcriminate to be pitied. But fhould a philo- 
** fopher feel and reafon thus ? Should he mi(bike the caufe for 
** the effed ? and, giving all his pity to the few, feel no com- 
** pailion for the many, becaufe they fufFer in his eyes, not in- 
*' dividually, but by millions ? The exceflTes of the people can- 
*' not, I repeat, bejuflified ; it would undoubtedly have done 
«' them credit, both as men and chriflians, if they had poflTefl^d 
''their new acquired power with moderation. But let it be re- 
** membered, that the populace in no country ever ufe power with 
^ nioderatbn ; excefs is inherent in their aggregate coniHtu- 
** tion: and as every government in the world knows, that vio-r 
'' lence infallibly attends power in fuch hands, it is doubty 
-«' bound in common fenfe, and for common fafety, fo to conduct 
" itfelf, that the people may not find an interefl in public confu- 
*' iions. They will always fuflfer much, and long> before they 
** are effedually roufed ; nothing, therefore, can kindle the 

f< flani^s but fuch oppreffions of fome cIsUSrs* or order in the 
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Society, as give able men the opportunity offecondingtlie 
" general mafs : difcontent will foon diiFafe itfelf around ; and 
*' If the Government take not warning in time, it is alone an- 
fwerahlf for all the burnings, and plunderings, and devafla- 
tion, and blood that follow. The true judgement to be 
formed of the French revolution, mull furely be gained, from 
" an attentive confideration of the evils of the old Govern- 
** ment : when thefe are well underftood, and when the ex- ^ 
tent and nniverfality of the oppreflion under which the 
people groaned— oppreffion which bore upon them from 
*' every quarter, it will fcarcely be attempted to be urged, 
*' that a revolution was not abfolutely neceflary to the weU 
•' fare of the kingdom. Not one oppofmg voice ♦ can with 
" reafon be raifed againfl this afTertion : abufes ought cer- 
*' tainly to be correded, and corrected effedlually : this could 
" not be done without the eftablilhment of a new form of 
government ; whether the form that has been adopted 
were the bell, is another queflion abfolutely diflindl. But 
^' that the abovementioned detail of enormities pradifed on 



« «( Many oppoftng^ voices have bcea raifed ; but (o little to their credit^ 
*' that J leave the paifage as it was written long ago. The abufes that are 
** rooted in all the old Governments of Europe, g^ve 'fuoh numbers of men a 
^' direft intereft in fupporting, cheriihing, and defending abufes, that no 
"** wonder advocates for tyranny, of every fpecies, are found in every coun> 
** try, and almoft in every company. What a mafs of people in every part 
*' of England are fome way or other interefted in the prefent reprefcntution of 
** the people, tythes, charters, corpdrati9ns, monopolies and taxation ! and 
^* not noerely to the things themfelves, but to all the abufes attending them ; 
<< and how many are there who derive their profit, or their confidcration in life, 
** not merely from fuch inftitutions, bnt from the evils they engender ! The 
** great mafs of the people, however, is free from fuch influence, and will be 

■ '* enlightened by degrees; aflforedly they will find out,, in every country of 

■ ^* Europe^ that by combinations, on the principles of liberty and property, 
^* aimed equally againft regal, ariftocratical, and mobbifh tyranny, they will 
'' be able to refift fuccefsfully that variety of combination, which, os 
'< principles of plunder and defpotifm> i$ every where at work to eoflave 
4* them,'' 

«* the. 



«• the people required fome great change, is fufficiently ap* 
** parent ; and I cannot better conclude fuch a lift of de- 
** teftable opprclfions, than in the words of the Tiers Etat of 
«* Nivernois, who hailed the approaching day of liberty with 
«* an eloquence wortiiy of the fuJbjefb. 

*' Les plaintes du peuple fe font long-temps perdues dans 
*• Pefpace immenic qui le fepare du Trone : cette clafle la 
"plus nombreufe et la plus interefT.tnte de la fociete; 
** cette claffe qui merite les premiers foins du gouvernement, 
•< puifq' elle alimente toutes les autres j cette claiTe ^ la- 
« quelle on doit et les arts nece/faires a la vie, et ceux 
" qui en embelliflent les cours ; cette clafle enfin qui en 
*' recueillent moins a tou jours paye da vantage, peut-elle 
*' apres tant de iiecles d'oppreiTion et de- mifere compter 
«* aujourdhui fur un fort plus heureux ? Ce fcroit pour 
'* ainfi dire blafphemer I'autorite tutelaire fous laquelle nous 
•' vivons que d'en ciouter un feul moment. Un refpe£l 
«* aveugle pour les abus etablis ou par la violence, on 
*' par la fuperftition, une ignorance profonde des condi- 
" tions du pafte fecial voila ce qui a perpetue jufq' a 
«* nous la fervitude dans laquelle ont gemi nos peres. Un 
"jour plus pure eft pres d'eclorre : le roi a manifefte le 
*' defir de trouyer des fujets capables de lui dire la verite ; 
*' une de fes loix, I'edit de creation des AfTemblees provin- 
*^ ciales du moi de Juin 1787, annonce que le voeu le plus 
'* preflant de fon coeur fera toujours celui qui tendra au 
«* foulagement et au bonheur de fes peuples : un autre loi 
«' qui a retenti du csntre du royaume a fes dernieres ex- 
<' tremites nous a promis la reftitution de touts nos droits > 
** dont nou$ n'avions perdus & dont nous ne pouvions 
** perdre que I'exercife puifque le fond de ces memes droits 
«' eft inalienable et imprefcriptible. Ofons done fecouer le 
«f joug des anciennes erreurs : ofons dire tout ce qui eft 
*' vrai, tout ce qui eft utile ; ofons reclaimer les droits eflen- 
^ tiels et primitifs de Thomme : la raifonj I'equite, ropinioA 
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** geAera!e,!a bien faifancc c/>nnu!e dc nbtre augufte fotnreram 
*' toat coneour a affturcr les fucccs dc nos dolea^ccs. • 

** Having feen the propriety, cr rather the neceffity, of 
'♦' fome change in the Government, let us next briefly in- 
*' quke into tiie ei^^ls of the Rcvolntion on the principal 
*' interefts in th« kingdom. 

•* In refpe£l to all the honours, power and profit derived 
** to the nobility from the feudal fyftem, which was of an 
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TRANSLATION OF THE DECLARATION OF THE TIERS ETAT 

OF NIVERNOIS. 

<« » fhe complaints of the people have long been bft in the itnAftnfe fpace 
*< whieh fepai^tes them from the throne : this *clars the moft numerous and 
<< the moil: lAterefting to (bciety ; this clafs,, which merits the firft care of 
** governmeitf, fince it fupports all the others ; this clafs to which they are 
*' indebted for the articles necefTary to life, as well as thofe which embellifh 
** courts j tfhis clafs, in fh;n:t, which having reaped the leaft, has always paid 
** the moft. May it it after fo many ages of opprcffion and mifery reckon to 
'<* day on a more happy lot ? It would be, in {q many words, to blafpheme 
** the guardian power under which we live, to doubt it only for ^ moment. A 
*' blind refpedlk for afaufes, eftablifhed cither by violence, or by fuperftitlon ; 
" a ptofound ignorance of the conditions of the ibciai compadi^ ve the cir- 
<< CttraAfaaGes which have perpetutited to the pre&nt mooKnt, the fervltude 
^' in which our fathers groaned. A purer day is about to open on us : the 
" King has expreiled a defire of finding fubje£ts capable of telling him the 
** truth \ one of his laws,— the edidl for the creation of the Provincial Af- 
*' femblies, of the month of June 17S7, announces that the wiHi neai-eft to his 
'< heart, will always be that which &^ tend to the comfort and happlnefs of 
<< his people; another law, which has refounded ^m the centre of the 
« kingdom- to itfl extreme boundaries, has promifed us the reftitution of all 
'^ our rights; which we have not loft, and which we cannot lofe, except in 
'< the exercife,' fince the foundation of thefe fame rights is inalienable and 
« imprefcriptibte. Let i\s dare therefore to fliake off the yoke of thofe antient 
*< prejudices j let us dare to fpeak all that is' true, every thing which is ufe- 
<« ful ; let us dare to reclaim the eflfential and primitive rights of man : rea- 
*^ fon, equity, public opinion, the kaown beneficence; of our auguf): Sovc* 
<« iieigp-*«very thing concurs to aifure us of the fuccefs of our mournful 
*' complaints/* 

♦* e;^teiit 
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••cxtmt lA France beyond any thing known in Englaod 
*< fince the Revolution, or long parliament of 164a, all is - 
** laid in the duft, without a rag or remnant being (pared : • 
** the importance of thefe, both in influence and revenue, 
was fb great, that the refalt is all but ruin to number^. ^ 
However, as thefe properties were real tyrannies ; ar- 
they rendered the pofTeiHon of on^ fpot of land ruinous^^ 
«* to all around it — ^and equally fubveriivc of Agriculture, 
•*' and the common rights of mankind, the utter deftruflion 
**^ brought on all this fpccies of property, does not ill de- 
«* ferve the epithet ithcy are fo fond of in France ; it .is a 
** real regeneration of the people to the privileges of hu- 
" man nature. No man of common feelings can regret the 
<* &11 of that abominable fyilem, which made a whole parifh 
«« flaves to the Lord of the Manor. But the efFefts of the 
'< Revolution have gone much farther; and have been at- 
•* tended with confequences not equally juftifiable. The 
** rents of land which are as legal under the new Govern- 
•« ment as they were under the old, are no longer paid 
with regularity. I have been lately informed (Aug. 1791,) 
on authority not to be doubted, thai: afTociations among 
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• « It is to be obfenred ^t the orders of knighthood were at firft pveferv- 
*^ ed J when the National aflen^y with a forbearance that did them hononr, 
*' refufed to aboliih thofe orders, becaufe perfonal, of merit, and not heredi- 
^ tary, they wexe guilty of one grofs error. They ought immediately to- have 
^ addrefTed the King, to inftitute a new order oi knighthood— Knights orv 
<< THX PX.OVGB. There are doubtlefs little fouls that will imile at this, and 
« think a thlftle, smarter, or an eagle more fignificant, and more honourable; 
<< I fay mthing of orders, that exceed common fenfe and conmion chronology, 
«< fuch as St. Efprit, St. Andrew, and St. Patrick, leaving them to fuch as 
<< venerate moft what the)[ leaft underftand. But that Prince, who (hould firft. 
*c inft.'tnte this order of rural merit, will reap no vulgar honour : i«opold, 
^ whofe twenty years of ftudy, and well-earned Tufcan fame gives him a ' 
*< good right to do it with propriety, might, as emperor, inftitute it with 
*^ moft efleft. In him, fuch an action would have in it nothing of affeflatiou. 
^< But I had rather that thc Plough had thus been honoured by a free Af- - 
<' fcmbly. It, would have been a Ciait> that marked the philofophy of a new 
«* age, aad a new fyftem. * 

«« tenantry. 
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•* tenantry, to a great amount and extent, have been formed, * 
•* even within fifty miles of Paris, for the non-payment of 
•* rent ; faying, in direft terms, we are ftrong enough to 
" detain the rent, and you are not flrong enough to enforce 
*' the payment. In a country where fuch things are pof- 
•' fible, property of every kind, it muft be allowed, is in a 
*' dubious lituation. Very evil confequences will refult from - 
** this; arrears will accumulate too great for landlords to 
*' lofe, or for tKe peafants to pay, who will not eafily be 
*' brought to relifh that order, and legal Government, 
•* which muft neceflarily fecure thefe arrears to their right 
" owners. In addition to all the reft, by the new fyftem 
** of taxation, there is laid a land-tax of 300 millions, or 
*' not to exceed four Ihillings in the pound ; but, under 
^ *« the old Government, their ^ingtiemes did not amount to 
« the feventh part of fuch an Impoft. In whatever light, 
«* therefore, the cafe of French landlords is viewed, it will 
** appear, that they have fuftered immenfely by the revolu- 
*' tion. — That many of them defer ved it, cannot, however, 
*' be doubted, iince we fee their Cahiers demanding fteadily, 
*^ that all their feudal rights fhould be confirmed : • that the 
*' carrying of arms fhould be ftriftly prohibited to every 
« body but noblemen: f that the infamous arrangements of 
** the Militia fhould remain on its old footing : % that break - 
«* ing up waftes, and inclofing commons, fhould be prohi- 
" bited: § that the nobility alone fhould be eligible to enter 



* ** Evreuxf p. ^^.'^Bourbonncis, p. 14.— ^r/o«| p. 2*.— J?<nJWJ, p. 8.— 
** Nivernois, p. j.-^-PoUou, p, jy-^SaintDngCf p. j^,i-^rieanSf p. 19.—* 
•* Cbaumontf p« 7« • , 

•J- ** yermandoisf p. 4i.«— ^c/"^> V' I9'— -^tfw, p. 7.^,-^Evreux, p. 36, 
** Sefanne, p. 17. — Bar fur feme, p. S.^^Beauvais, p. 13.— -B*fj^^, p. 34.^»- 
** Clermont Ferand, p. 11. 

J ** LimogeSf p. 36. 

\ « Cambrey, p. i^^mmmptnt a Mwjimi p. 38* 

U ♦' intd 
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"Into the army, church, &c.* that Leftres de Cachet Ihoutd 
** continue : f that the prefs fhould not be free : J and, hi 
** fine, that there fliould be no free corn trade. § • 

'* To the clergy, the revolution has been yet more fataL 
** One word will difpatch this inquiry. The Revolution was 
** a decided benefit to all the lower clergy of the king- 
** dom ; but it was deftruftive of all the reft. It i^ not eafy 
*« to know what they loft on the one hand, or what the 
*' National account will gain on the other. Mons. Necker 
** calculates their revenue at 130,000,000 liv. of which only 
** 42,500,000 liv. were in the hands of the Curies of the 
" kingdom. Their wealth has been much exaggerated : a 
** late writer fays, they poffefled half the kingdom.^ Their 
*' number was as little known as their revenue ; one writer 
"makes them 400,000, || another 81^.00; ** a third 

"8o,coo.tt 

- - ■ ■ ■ .1 ■»-■■- -■ ^ — 

• «* Lyotts^ p. 13.— ro»r/i/w, p. 31.— -<4»^o«OToi5, p. I'^.-^Auxerre^ p. 13- 
•' The author of the Hiftorkal Sketch of the French Revolution, 8vo. 17929 
" fays, p. 68, " the worft enemies of nobility have not yet brought to light 
*' any Cabier, in which the nobles infifted on their exclufive right to military 
** prefennents.<-.-In the fame page, this Gentleman fays, it is impoilible for 
** any Engliihman to ftudy four or five hundred Cah'ien. It is evident, how- 
*< ever, from this miftake, how neceffary it is to examine them before writing 
•* on the Revolution. 

-f ** VermandolSf p. T.^.^'^balons-fur-MarnCf p. 6.— CyzV», p. 9. 

J « Crefy, p. 10. 

^ " St. ^entiny p. 9. 

^ <« De VAutorit/de Montejquieu dans la Rcooluthn prefent^, 8vo. 1789^ 
«« p. 61. 

II " Etati generaux eonvofie^s far Louis XVL far M, Target^ prem, 
- Jitite, p. 7. 

«» €t ^» efi^ce-que le Tiers Etaty 3d edit par M. VAbbc Sieyes, 8v«u 
** p. 51- 

ff « ^tmbefie di Vbmme puhli<ptei parM, C^ndorcet, fife. torn. HL 
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•'The dergy in France have been fuppofed by many per- 
•* fons in England, to merit their fate from their peculiar 
^ profligacy. But the idea is not accurate : that fo large a 
" bod)r of men, pofTeffed of very great revenues, fhould 
♦' be free from vice, would be improbable, or rather impof- 
*' fible ; but they preferved, what is not always preferved in 
England, an exterior decency of behaviour. — ^One did not 
find among them poachers, or foxhunters, who having 
** fpent the morning in fcampering after hounds, dedicate 
'* the evening to the bottle, and reel from inebriety to the 
** pulpit. SuiJh advertifements were never feen in France, 
as I have heard of in England : — Wanted a Curacy in a good 
Jporting country y nvhere the duty is light, and the neighbourhood 
** cowvivial. The proper exercife for a country clergyman, 
*' is the employment of agriculture, which demands ftrength 
*' and activity — ^and which, vigoroufly followed, will fatigue 
«' enough to give eafe its beft reliih. A fportfinan parfon 
*' may be, as he often is in England, a good fort of man, 
*' and an honeft fellouj i but certainly this purfuit, and the 
^ reforting to obfcene comedies, and kicking their heels in the 
«* jig of an aflTembly, are not the occupations for which we 
«' can fi^ppofe tythes were given.* Whoever will give any 
** attention to the demands of the clergy in their Cahiers, 
*' will fee that there was on many topics, an ill fpirit in that 
«* body. They maintain, for inftance, that the liberty 'of 
*' the prefs ought rather to be retrained than extended : f 
'* that the laws againft it fhould be renewed and executed : J 
«' that admiflion into religious orders fhould be as formerly 



* " Nothing appears fo fcandalous to all the clergy of Europe, as their 
'< brethren in England dancing at public affemblies ; and s^ bifhop^s wife en- 
** gaged in the fame amufement, feems to them as prepofterous as a biHiop, 
<< in his lawn flecves, fol]o^ying the fame diverfion would to us. Probdbly 
** both are wrong. 

^ *< Saifttongey p. z^'^-^Umof^eSy p. 6, &c, 

J ** LjQttSf p. i^.^mmDourdon, p. 5, 

^ U2 f'at 
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«* at fixteen years of age : • thzvLettns de Cachet, arc rfeful 
*♦ and even ncceflary. f They folicit to prohibit all divi- 
" fion of Commons ; t to revoke the cdift allowing in- 
'' dofures ; % that the export of corn be not allowed ; ^f 
<' and that public gianaries be eflabliihed. |t 

" The ill cffeds of the Revolution have been felt more 
'* feverely by the manufadarers of the kingdom, than by 
" any other clafs of the people. The rivalry of the En-» 
** gliih fabrics^ in 1787, and 1788, was ftrong and fuccefs- 
5« ftti ; and the confu£ons that followed in all parts of tho 
** kingdom, had the effed of leflening the incomes of fa 
** many landlords, clergy, and men in public employments 9 
*' and fuch nimiibers fled from the kingdom, that the general 
^ mafs of the confumption of national fabrics funk perhaps 
** three fourths. The men whofe incomes were untouched* 
^* le£ened their confumption greatly, from an apprehenfion 
*f of the unfettled Hate of things : the profpedis of a civil 
<* war fuggefted to every man, that his fafety, perhaps his^ 
** future bread, depended on the money which he could 
« hoard. The inevitable confequence^ was, turning abfo* 
** lutely out of employment immenfe numbers of workmen. 
<*• I have in the Diary of the Journey, noticed the infinite^ 
** mifery to which i was a witnefs at Lyons, Abbeville, 
^ Amiens, &c. — And by intelligence, I underftood, that it 
•» was ftill worfe at Rouen : the feft could not be otherwife. 
<« This effeft which was abfolute death, by ftarving many 



• *« Saintongti p. %^,^f^Montargiif p. 10, 

"J- •« Umogesf p. 22. 

J « Trojtij p. II. 

^ <* Mttsif p. II. 

^ <* Rouen, p. 24* 

II << Lam, p. iJ^mmDoardon, p. jf, 

«' thoufandj 
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<* thoufands of families, was a refult, that, in my opinion, 
** might have been avoided. It flowed only from carrying 

things to extremities— from driving the nobility out of 
* the kingdom, and feizing, inftead of regulating, the whole 

regal authority. Thefe violences were not neceflary to 
*' Liberty ; they even deftroyed true Liberty* by giving the 

Government of the kingdom, in too great a degree to 
*' Paris, and to the populace of every town. 

*' The eiFeft of the Revolution to the fmall proprietors of 
*♦ the kingdom, muft, according to the common nature of 
*« events, be, i/t the end, remarkably happy ; and had the 
new Government adopted any principles of taxation, ex- 
cept thofe of the Oeconomiftes, eftablilhing at the fame time 
*« an abfolute freedom in the bufmefs of inclofure, and in the 
" police of corn, the refult would probably have been ad- 
*' vantageous, even at this recent period. The committee 
*' of Impofts * mention (and I doubt not their accuracy,) the 
•' profperity of agriculture, in the fame page in which they 
** lament the deprelfion of every other branch of the Na- 
** tional induftry. Upon a moderate calculation there re- 
*' mained, in the hands of the clafTes depending on land, on 
*' the account of taxes in the years 1789, ahd 1790, at leaft 
*' 300,000,000 liv.; the execution of Cor^css was as lax 
" as the payment of taxes. To this we are to add two years 
•» tythe, which I cannot eftimate at lefs than 300,000,000 
*' liv. more. The abolition of all feudal rents, and 
*' payments of every fort during thofe two years, could 
** not be lefs than 100,000,000 liv. including fervices. But 
*' all thefe articles, great as they \Yere, amounting to near 
" 800,000,000 liv. were lefs than the immenfe fums that 
** came into the hands of the farmers by the high price of 
** corn throughout the year 1789; a price arifing almoll en- 



♦ ** Rapport le 6. Decembre 1790, fur let tntytm dt powvolr aux depetjjt 
** pour, 1791, p. 4. 

<| *' tircly 
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•* tirely from Mons. Necker's fine operations in the com 
•* trade, as it has been proved at large ; it is true there is a 
** dedudion to be made on account of the unavoidable di- 
« minution of confumption in every article of land produce^ 
♦« not eflbntially neceflary to life : every objeft of luxury, or 
** tending to it is leflened greatly. But after this difcount is 
•* allowed, the balance, in favour of the little proprietor 
*< farmers, muft be ytry great. The benefit of iuch a fum 
** being added, as it is to the capital of hufbandry, needs na 
** explanation. Their agriculture mull be invigorated by 
« fuch wealth — by the freedom enjoyed by its profefFors; 
•' by the deftruftion of its innumerable fhackles, and even 
•* by the dijlrefles of other employments; occalioning new 
•* and great inveftments of capital in land ; and thefe lead- 
«' ing fafts will appear in a clearer light, when the pro- 
•' digious divifion of landed property in France is well 
•' conlidered ; probably half, perhaps two-thirds, of the 
" kingdom are in the pofFeffion of little proprietohs, who 
« paid quit-rents, and feudal duties, for the fpots they 
^* farmed. -Such men are placed at once in comparative 
*« affluence ; and as eafe is thus acquired by at leaf! half 
*' the kingdom, it muft not be fet down as a point of 
«* trifling importance. Should France efcape a civil war, 
•' fhe will, in the profperity of thefe men, find a refource 
** which politicians at a diftance do not calculate.. With 
*• renters, the cafe is certainly different; for, beyond all 
«* doubt. Landlords will, fooner or later, avail themfelves 
<' of thefe circumftances, by advancing their rents ; afting 
«* in this refpedl as in every other country, is common ; 
«« but they will find it impoffible to deprive the tenantry 
" of a vaft advantage, neceflarily flowing from their eman- 
" cipation. 

*< The confufion, which has fince arifen in the financea 
•* owing almoft entirely to the mode of taxation adopted 
« by the AfFembly, has had the elFeft of continuing to the 
"prefent moment (1791,) a freedom from all Impofts to 

" the 
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♦' the little proprietors, which, however dreadful its general 
** elFefts on -the National affairs, has tended ftrongly to en- 
*' rich this clafs, 

*' The effects of the Revolution, not on any particular 
•' clais of cultivators, but on agriculture in general, is with 
•' me, I muft confefs, very queftionable ; I fee no bpnefits 
« flowing, particularly to agriculture (liberty applies equally 
'■* to ail clafTes, and is not yet fufficiently eftablifhed for 
« the protedlion of property, J except the cafe of tythcs ; 
•* but I fee the rife of many evils; reftridions and prohi- 
*' bitions on thfe trade of corn — a varying land-tax, and 
'' impeded inclofures, are mifchiefs on principle, that may 
" have a generative faculty; and will prove infinite draw- 
" backs from the profperity, which certainly was attain- 
able. It is to be hoped that the good fenfe of the Af- 
fembly will reverfc this fyftem by degrees ; for, if it ii 
" not reverfed, agriculture cannot flourish. 

« The effeft of the Revolution, on the public revenue, 
" is one great point on which 'Mons. de Calonne lays 
'* confiderable ftrefs ; and it has fince been urged in France, 
*' that the ruin of 30,000 families, thrown abfolutely out 
" of employment, and confequently out of bread, in the 
** colIeAion of the taxes on fait and tobacco only, has had 
" a powerful influence in fpreading univerfal diflrefs and 
" mKery, The public revenue funk, in one year, 175 
•* millions : this was not a lofs of that fum ; the people to 
" whom affignats were paid on that account loll no more 
*« than the difcount ; the lofs, therefore, to the people to 
" whom that revenue was paid, could amount to no more 
" than from five to ten per cent.* But was it a lofs to 



* '< Since this was written, aiSgnats fell, in December 179 1, and Ja- 
<< nuary 1791, to 34, to 38 per cent, paid in filver ; and 42 to 50 paid in 
^ gold, arising from great emiiiions ; ft^mx tiie quantity of private paper iiTu* 
'< cd ; firom forged ones being con)nion> ^ fi^om the profpe^ of a war. 

*' the 
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•* the miferable fubjefts who formerly paid thofe taxes ; 
" and who paid them by the fweat of their brows, at the 
•* expence of the bread out of their chUdrens mouths, af- 
•' fefled with tyranny, and levied in blood ? Do they feel 
«f a lofs in having 175 millions in their pockets in 1789, 
«* more than they had in 1788^ and in pofTefling other 
175 millions more in 1790, and the inheritance in future ? 
Is not fuch a change eafe, wealth, life, and animation to 
•* thofe claffes, who, while the pens of political fatirifls 
«* flander all innovations, are every moment reviving, by 
•* inheriting from that revolution, fomething which the old 
«' Government afTuredly did not give? . The revenue of the 
«* clergy may be called the revenue of the public : — ^thofe 
•* to whom the difference between the^prefent payment of 
•* 140 milliqns, and the old tythes, are a dedu6lion of all 
** revenue, arc, beyond doubt, in great diftrefs ; but what 
** fay the farmers throughout the kingdom, from whom the 
•* deteftable burthen of thofe taxes was extorted ? Do not 
•' they find their culture lightened, their induftry freed,. 
•' their produf^s their own"? Go to the Ariftocratical po- 
•' litician at Paris, or at London, and you hear only of 
*' the ruin of France — go to the cottage of the Metayer, or 
** the houfe of the farmer, and demand of him what the 
" refult has been — there will be but one voice from Calais 
to Bayonne. If tythes were to be at one flroke abolifhed 
in England,* no doubt the clergy would fuiFer, but would 
not the Agriculture of the kingdom, with every man 
" dependent on it, rife with a vigour never before expe- 
*< rienced ?'* 



* " It is an error in France to fuppofe, that the revenue of the church 
•* is fmall in England. The Royal Society of Agriculture at Paris, ftates that 
^ revenue at 2io,cx:oL ; it cannot be ftated at lefs than five millions 
" fterling. Mem. frejenti tar la S. R.d''Ag. a V AJfemhlee Nathnaky 1789, 
** p. 52. — One of the greateft and wifeft men we have in England, perfifts 
*' in afTerting it to be much lefs^ than two millions. From very numerous 
•* inquiries, which I am flill purfuing, I have rcafon to believe this opinion 
•* to be founded on infufficient data*'* 

Toun^s 
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Toung*s TVavels, p. 550. 

•* The means of making a Government refpefled and bc- 
«* loved are, in England, obvious ; taxes muft be inimenfely 
** reduced ; afleiTments on malt, leather, candle s, foap, fait 
•* and windows, muft be aboliihed or lightened ; the funding 
** fyftem, the parent of taxation, annihilated for ever, by 
** taxing the intereft of the public debt — ^the Conftitution, 
** that admits a debt, carries in its vitals the feeds of its de'- 
** ftruftion : tythes •* and tefts aboliihed ; the reprefenta- 
'* tion of Parliament reformed; and its duration fhortened; 
** not to give the people, without property, a predominancy, 
** but to prevent that corniption, in which our debts and 
** taxes have originated ; the utter deftrudlion of all mo- 
** nopolies ; and among them of all charters and corpora- 
** tions ; game made property, and belonging to the poiFe^or 
** of one acre, as much as to him, who has a thoufand ; and, 
*' laftly, the laws, both criminal and civil, to be thoroughly 
'* reformed. Thefe circumftances include the great evils of 
** the Britiih Conftitution; if they be remedied, it may enjoy 
" even a Venetian longevity ; but if they be allowed, like 
** cancerous humours, to prey on the nobler parts of the 
'* political fyftem, this boafted fabric may not exift even 
'* twenty years." 



* ** The exa^ion of tythes is {o 4>iurd and tyrannical an attack on the 
<< property of mankind, that it is almoft impofiible for them to continue in 
<< any country in the world half a century longer. To pay a man by force 
** xooo 1. a year, for doing by deputy what would be much better done for 
<< 100 1. is too grofs an impoiition to be endured. To levy that 1000 1. in 
<< the moft pernicious method that can wound both property and liberty, are 
*< circumftances congenial to the tenth century, but not to the eighteenth. 
** Italy, France, and America, have fet noble examples ibr the imitation of 
<* mankind ; and thofe countries, that do not follow them, will foon be as 
<* inferior iq culcivatioa as they are in policy.** 
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Toung^s Travels, p. 556- 

** The grofs abufe which has been thrown on the French 
** nation, and particularly on their aflemblies, in certain 
*« pamphlets, and without interruption, in feveral of our 
«* newfpapers, ought to be deprecated by every man who 
** feels for the future interefts of this country. It is in fome 
*' inftances carried to fo fcandalous an excefs, that we muH 
*« neceflarily give extreme difguft to thoufands of people, 
** who may hereafter have an ample opportunity to vote and 
«* a& under the influence of impreffions unfavourable towards 
** a country that, unprbvoked, has loaded them with fo 
** much contumely : for a nation groaning under a debt of 
**,240 millions, that deadens the very idea of future energy, 
•« this feems, to ufe the mildefl language, to be at leaft, very 
*« imprudent." 

Very important hints thefe ! How admirably Mr. Young 
has attended to them, may be feen in The Example of France 
a Warning to Britain ! 



April 26, 1792. 
Toung'^s Tra'vels, p. 565. 

*' In the laft moment which the preparation for publica- 
*< tion allows me to ufe, the intelligence is arrived of a de- 
** claration of war on the part of France againd the Hoiife 
" of Auilria. The Gentlemen in whofe company I hear 
** it, all announce deft ruft ion to France; tk^ mi ill he 
** beat'i they luant difcipline\ t)>ey have no fubordinationi and -i 
" this idea I find general. So cautioufly as I have avoided 
" prophetic prefumption through the preceding pages, I fhall 
" fcarcely affume it fo late in my labours ; but thu5 
** much I may venture, that the expectation of deftru6tion to 
** France has many difficulties to encounter. Give all you 
** pleafe to the power of field evolution— depending on the 
^* utmoft ftridtnefs of difcipUne — you muft admits that it 

** bears * 
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•* bears only on the queftion of battles. But guarded ad • 
•* France is, by the moft important frontier fortreffei the 
•* world knows^ why hazard battles ? Undifciplincd troops 
** behind walls and within tvorksy are known on experience* 
•* to be efFeftive ; and where are the refources to be found 
•* that fhall attack thofc ftrong holds 700 miles from home ? 
*' I was at Lifle, Metz» and Strafbourg ; and if the mili- 
** tary intelligence I had was accurate, it would demand 
** iQO^ooo men, completely provided with every thing for a 
** fiegc, three months, to take either of thofe towns, fup- 
** pofing them well provided and well defended. We know, 
** on pofitive experience, what the Auftrians and Pruffians, 
" led by fome of the greateft men that have exifted, were 
•* able to do in fieges, when undertaken at their own doors ; 
** what will they effed againft places ten times as flrong, 
** and 700 miles from home ? It is a matter of calculation ; 
*^ of pounds and (hillings ; not of difcipline and obedience. 

'< But many depend on the deranged date of the French 
" finances ; that derangement flows abfolutely from a vain 
** attempt at preferving public credit : — the National Aflem-. 
*' bly will fee its futility 5 mifery ; ruin; the NATION mull 
** be preferved.— What, on comparifon, is fuMic credit ? 

*' The divifions, fadions, and internal difturbances, oiFer 
'< to others the hope of a civil war. It ought to be a vain 
** hope. During peace, fuch difhculties fill the papers, and 
'< and are dwelt upon, till men are apt to think them terri- 
«^ ble ; in war they are TREASON, and the gallows fweeps 
** from the world, and the columns of a Gazette the 
*' a6lors.and the recital. 

^ Oil and vinegar— fire and water-^Pruilians and Auflri- 
ans are united to carry war among ft twenty-fix millions of 
men, arranged behind a hundred of the flrongefl: fortreiles 
*' in the world. If we are deceived, and Frenchmen are not 
** fond of freedom, but will fight for defpotifm««-fomething 

X a ** may 
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*' ttiAy be done 5 for then France falls by the power of 
•' France ; but if united, but tolerably, the attack will be 
** full of difficulties in a country where every man, woman, 
** and child is an enemy, that £ghts for freedom. 

'' But, fuppofe this idea erroneous— 'fuppofe an impreffioa 
*^ made-^and that the German banners were flying at Paris— « 
«f Where is the fecurity of the reft of Europe : Is the divifioa 
•' of Poland forgotten ? Is an unforefeen union of two or three 
" great powers to protrude through Europe, a predominancy 
'* dangerous to all ? Gentlemen, who indulge their wifhes 
" for a counter-revolution in France, do not, perhaps, wifli 
*' to fee the Pruffian colours at the Tower, nor the Auftrian 
<' at Amilerdam. Yet fuccefs to the caufe might plant them 
«* there. Should real danger arife to France, which I hold 
*^ to be problematical, it is the bufmefs, and diredl intereft 
•« of her neighbours, to fupport her. 

«* The revolution and anti-revolution parties of England, 
*' have exhaufted themfelves on the French queftion,— But 
*' there can be none, if that people fhould be in danger ;* 
•' we hold at prefent the balance of the world ; and have but 
•' to fpeak, and it is fecure." 

I have fought in vain for this laft quotation in the Skcok9 
Edition of Mr. Young's Travels.— 

Many other paffages equally excellent might be feleded 
from Mr. Young's Work, which I fhould with pleafure 
have prefented to the reader, and contrafted with. The Ex^ 
€anpU of Trance a Warning to Britain. But I forbear— Major 
Cartwright, that honefl man, and fteady friend to freedom, 
is preparing a work for the prefs, which, I underfland, will 
include fome remarks on the inconiiftencies of Mr. Young. 



As the evils attendant on the prefent calamitous war were 

•learly forefeenby the friends toReforjiK^, and as they made every 
5 effort. 
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efibrt,in their power, to prevent this country from engaging i» 
fo abfurd and ruinous a conteH, it may not be improper to 
conclude this work with laying before the reader the fol- 
lowing documents, in which thefe important fads cannot 
pafs unobferved ; ift. That the expences of the year 
1794 exceeded thofe of the year 1793 nearly fcven 
millions fierling ; and, 2dly, that in the year 1 7949 whilft 
our expences were increafing, our revenue (excluding the 
fum paid by the £afl-India Comply) was diminiihing ; which 
is the more to be lamented, as we formerly had weekly acr 
counts given of the excefs of the Revenue above the expen- 
diture. 

Similar obfervations were made during the war with Ame- 
rica ; the truth of which we now feel by the annual payment 
of taxes to the amount of confiderably more than five mil- 
lions fterling, in confequcnce of that unwife, unjufl, and 
tmneceflary undertaking. What additional burthens we Ihall 
be compelled to bear from the expences of the war in which 
we are at prefent engaged, it would be difficult to Hate. 
This, however, may with truth be alTerted, that enormous 
as the expences of the year 1794 appear, they will be 
found to have greatly exceeded the eftimate. What the 
expences of the next year will be, the mind can fcarcely 
form an idea of; a bargain hini already concluded, for a loan 
of twenty-four millions ; eighteen millions of which are for 
this country, and fix millions for one of our allies, the Em- 
peror of Germany. 

Enormous as thefe fums are, and heavily as the additional 
taxes will be felt, which mufl be laid for the payment of the 
intereft, yet the unconflitutional manner in which this bar- 
gain has been made, by the queflion of war being determined 
lefore the ifieeting of Parliament, ought to be matter of more . 
ferious alarm to every thinking mind. But, were I to pro- 
ceed, I .fliould enter on a fubjed Qi ferious and extenfive, 
ihat I fliould only begin where I meai^ to end ; more efpe- 

ciaily 
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c!ally were I to take into coniideratlon the numerous evils 
under which the commercial intereft of this country labours ; 
but, I fear, they are fo grievoufly felt, that even had I leifure, 
any obfervations upon that fubjedl would be fuperfluous. 

I 
/ 

I (hall only add, that in the year 1775, at the commence- 
toent of the American war, our national debt was one hun- 
dred and thirty-eight millions. I am informed, and from the 
moft refpedlable authority, that, including the unfunded debt, 
it is now nearly three hundred and twenty millions, and were 
peace to be concluded to-morrow, it would be found upon 
the fettlement of the public accounts, that in lefs than the 
laft twenty years our national debt has been increafed two 
hundred millions, which have burthened the people of this 
country with additional taxes to the amount of nearly tea 
millions derling annually. 
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BUDGET IN 1793. 



IKCOME. 



Pennanent taxes, including 

flamps, excife, cuilomsy 

and incidents 14,284,194 

Land and malt tax> taken at 2,7 50,000 



I7>034>i94 
Pendency, made up by a 

loan of 6 J millions of 3 

j»er cents. • 4,520,642 

jf. 2.1,554,836 



EXPENDITURB. 

Charges on the confolidated 

fund for civil lift, payment 

of principal and intereft of 

debt, &c. &c 12,072,626 

Deficiency of grants 222,325 

Deficiency of land and malt tax 3 50,000 

Navy debt 3>97Ij9I5 

Army and militia 3)968,558 

Ordnance 793f$68 

Mifcellaneous fervices x 7 5 ,844 

■ 8,909,885 



;C. 21,554,836 



BUDGET IN 1794. 



INCOME. 



■ 

Permanent taxes 13,974,000 

Land and malt tax, taken at 2,7 50,000 
£aft India Company . . . 500,000 



17,224,000 



Deficiency, made up hy a 
loan of 1 1 millions of 3 - 
per cents, i^ millions of 
4percents^ and ;f .62,791 
131. 4</. perann. Long An- 



yiuities 



11,013,000 



£.28,237,000 



EXPENDITURE, 

Charges on the confolidated 

fund for civil lift, payment 

of principal and intereft of 

debt, &c, &c 11,797,000 

Deficiency of grants 474,000 

Deficiency of land 2md malt tax 3 50,000 
Exchequer bills, in addition to 

thofe already iflued . . .^ . 2,000,000 
Addition to the Sinking Fund . 200,000 

Navy 51525,000 

Army ...',... 6,340,000 

Ordnance 1,345,000 

Mifcellaneous fervices 206,000 



•13,416,000 



£.28,237,000 



* The Peace EftabUihment from 1786 to 1792 was gn an average 5 { Millions 



annually. 
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DEBT CONTACTED SINCE DECEMBER, 1792 ; 

(That is» In Two Years only) 

Suppojtng the different Stocks, in ivbich it has- Been funded to Be 
converted into Three fer Cent, Confolidated Batik Annuiiies. 

Stock in the 3 per Cents. 

17I Millions 3 per Cents, borrowed in the be- 
ginning of the years 1793 and 1794 * I7,25o>ooo 

2 1 Millions 4 per Cents, borrowed in the be- 
ginning of 1794 •'••• - 3,634,6o# 

^. 62,792 per Ann. Long Annuities, borrowed in 

the beginning of 1794 i>949,6oa 

18 Millions in the 3 per Cents, propofed to be 

borrowed in the prefent month of December—- 1 8,ooo,ocx> 

6 Millions in the 4 per Cents, ditto 7,929,900 

A 1 1 2,500 per Ann. Long Annuities> ditto 3,492,900 

52,257,000 

N. B* The three lafl articles are to make up the 
prefent intended loan of EIGHTEEN MILUONS 
STERLING. 

£".1,949,330 Navy Bills funded in the 5 per Cents- 
this year, which converted into 3 per Cents 3,144,000 

Propofed Loan to the Emperor, of 6 Millions 
Sterling, guaranteed by Parlianlent, and moft 
probably to be ultimately paid by this country, 
converted into 3 per Cents. 9,677,400 



i^i 



Total ^►•..•..... 65,078,400 

The increafe of the unfunded debt fhould be alfo added to 
this fum, which will, no doubt, make it to exceed, 
70 Millions ! 



lu 
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* In the courfe of the laft eight years aboat 14 millions of 

three per cent. Stock have been redeemed— and this has been • 

done, not by any furplus of .Revenue, but by a Loan of one 

Million by the way of Tontine — by colledling the arrears of 

taxes in the receiver's hands, by the afliftance of Lotteries,— 

of the arrears due from the Eaft-India Company — of cafti 

remaining in the Exchequer in the beginning of the year 

1786— of impreft monies— of unclaimed dividends in the 

Bank and South Sea Annuities, &c. &c 

N. B. Upon the nth of March 17931 the Houfe of Commons 
having refolved itfelf into a Committee of Supply, Mr. Pitt, 
in his fpeech ** obferved, that after every other refource, there 
would be wanting a Loan of 2,900,000/. He had not 
then made any propofals as to the terms of the Loan> 
BECAUSE HE CONSIDERED IT AS A PREVIOUS 
DUTY, TO SUBMIT THIS STATEMENT TO THE 
PUBLIC, IN ORDER TO AVOID ANY THING, 
WHICH MIGHT HAVE THE APPEARANCE OF DE- 
CEPTION." New Annual Regifter for 1 793, p. 78, 

December 15, 1794. 
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